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Btorin's mezeage. It repd:

Rhinelandor says contracts on Nym-
ber Ninctesn. Bring them up Cunday.
8torm will meot train hers and drive
you cver o camp.

mee! Rhinelander's arrangements and
had estadlished o socondory headguars
tors at las Vegno, whoro Ro cope
trolicd an icipg concedsion.

Egike hind tison laggand I following
Seagrue tp tho Uno no dirccted, and
thp .Jalter cent @8 mony unplcasant
mosvages g8 ho could to Occaneido,
wharo Oplko wos i rotroat. But a8
Scagruc’s continplng summong grow
moro and more peremptory 8piko wos
obliged to tako notico and got tndor
‘way foribs dosert himself, -

" Leaving Occansido tho pight after a
oarcuso, hd woko next moruing a8 tha
trainy was pulllng into o desert town
wirange to his eyes. Bomowhat mud-
dlcd, anyway, and boing unablo to ree
ognico his swroundings, ho hsked a
ftallow pasgcnger tho naomo of the
-gisco; but ho forgot it tho moment he

and Onening lt now, tound another gay.
[8ge gummona from Seagrun bidding
him come-te 116 Sloan aueyg ma Vo
}8§as, 8t once,

b- | fof his money and his ticket,
pocket was empty.

R m‘u .

| satisfied. A moment later tho train}

Spike tried to pull togetﬁer hts dis
ordered wits. He felt in his pockets

Byery

back to the.station to go to Vegas
yway. The train, after changing en-
gines, was ready to pull out. A passen-
ger brakemnn, espyingr8piko as ho
ambled up, asked his destination.
“I'm going west,” dcclared Spﬂm con-
fusedly,,
“Turn around,” suggestcd thoe brake-
man unsympathetically,
“Bon‘tgetfreﬁh“growled Bpiko.-
“Where's your ticket?” dema,ndcd
the trainman roughly.
“Laost it,” returned Bpike, laconic

Tho conductor, accompanicd hy a
spocial-agent, came along. Hearing tho
talk, ho asked tho troublg. Tho spo-
clal agent, listening one wment and
sizing up Spiko's appearance, pulled
him forward by tho collar and declared
it ho over caught him on tho right or
way agnin ho would stick him on a
rock plls for thirty 4dayn. B8piko was
incontineatly hustled off the platform
and the company dctective got aboard

drew out. But Spiko, watching his
chanco and making o run, had board-
cd tho cnd of & car and hidden under
tho vestibulo trap, which was down.;
Awaiting frrther opportunity, ho
watched until tho conductor pasged
throuogh tuo corrideor Into tho noxt
conch. ‘Thon, opening tho door, 8pike
climbed tnsldo and scatcd himeolt
withvut explanntion or apology very
comfortohly to tho obsorvation coach.
His doring moévo did not, howaver, cs-

ably surprizcd to find that ho again
 hed tho impudent tramp on hio handa,
He onco moro summoncd tho spoecind
agent and & wranglo ocnaoued. Bpiko
doclared tho brakdman rougt have
robbed: hilm Guring the night of his
tickot and what monoy ko haod. Thin
asgortion naturplly faflcd of o eympa-
thetfe regeptlon, and as tho troln
slowed on the (¢sort for Helen's ota-
tlon, Opike wiak frmly escorted by
thrco moen thirough

wos ot tho axpross car slgning for tho
rogiotercd packago containing Rhino
landor's right-of-way contracta. 8ho
took &iso tho Christmsas maf} addressed
to tho camp.

Returning to tho ofiice, cho saw tho
dlsturdbanco at tho eteps of tho obaoer
vation car, whoro Bpike, vchomently
profesting, was agpin about to bo
huetled off tho right of woy. Helon|
rcached tho group at tho vory crials,
tor Bplko's surilfices, enhapnced by hio
condition, had mado him an ngly cuo-
torgor to hisndle. Tho spceinl agent,
in point of fact, wis sbout to knock
him <down end drag him out when
Holon intervencd to ssk morey for tho
writehed tramp,

fWiticro doca ho wwt to goi” esked
Helon quickly of tho conductor.

When ho angwered, "Up tho road,”
and tho eircumstances were oxplained

stay on,” sho-urgeds “1 will pay his
faro to Batrd.™
Spike starcd at tho torn affairs bod

R toxen. Things wero gotting téo come

pllcated when Holen Holmes could

mm&[ﬁx close-

nge facir GW ﬁmqn.h;a

ihe mncltﬁlpn ¢ wotld be a good placo
wmytr st teast 5n of his neods and

. forthwith bastened Immethe coach to
§ <o 3o p ‘—xgwe:!’ Oﬂ& iﬁi

| T wide 56 PINCH,
“tor immeniby s tambling dizcuysion |

h’lm: attention was held

& -Etoup of EATIf mOMm-
B iks, never Hapiiy otts
xifiick unhositatingty:
1k, rﬁlch was concorning

 Yosth Ciruso: suld alig, and dis

Ic;nrz;arery stateiment &4
inced by asybody.” Atter proloiged

! | was drcaming uptfl the

i 1 tions of surpriso and confusicn {a por-

1 hadt declined to hoard the train, atosd

th ﬁﬂé&f%ﬁﬁ?

eaptioast i’* 1‘5 m; tu’& tetom hﬁ_ X -
: W ﬁm ﬁtﬁﬁ %Eﬁ" .’mﬁ _3‘?‘*

oo to hio reoscua. Ho theught ho
agent;
dorked hilm away from Helen and told
Bpiko In vigorous BEnglish como of the
thinga ho thought of him aud bis kind.
Spiko could in cousclenea do no other

{nterposed to save bim frem a beating
and ho continucd to fee! mixed sonza-

celving that his shculd bo
Helon Holmes,

Fhe-cofidntior signaled the eab: Thef
special agent clitabed sboard and tho
train pulled out, When Holon turned
1o, g0 batk fiito the stutton, Bpikd, 'who

nesr tho docr. He intercepted and
tried to spcak t6 Helen. But Helen
[was alriost is mirch afrald of his gratls
thide s sle wis of his cnmity, and|
tried to mﬁka‘ll‘g]iffffﬁef &ction and|
DAsSs O,

Bat Spike was scrions and not to bo
sliakén off. For tho first tioio, as far
a8 he ¢ould recall, in his lite soméone
‘porststently frfared By bim h&d ‘of
{tered, with néno but & kindly pictive,
to do hima gdod tuess. It ¥ ever got
‘% chiancs, miss, Uik pey yod back, Bwp
& olfidte. won't your Just s minuts,

- e et

“This story, or at lcﬂst, RUCh part
ho decmea it wish to tell, snd, turning.

up. Seagrue told him of tho right-of-
{way contracts expocted: tho mllowanz : |

He then walked | gri

it T get hold of them, wo tan tanglo

ftracts. The girl i5 taking thom to]

-ominounly—*"racekons with mp”

{ body means to hurt her. Wo'll carry

capo tho ctonductor's vigilanco, and g
8 | coming back precently to domand a ’
ti~kot, tho train guardian was dioagreo- | #

tho door of tho ]}
coach. Helm wirgti tho train stopped, | §

to-her, sho tado a plea:r Lot him |

4 Em;-: .
Tfound his way to the reridesvous, -Sear

tho drlvexf to LOMG, ‘on.  Totupning
2o, lébm.ha motioned. to Bilt fo holp

the tables on Seagrno, asked. what was.

day by Rhineclander, -
“What of-it?"” demanded Spike, _
“Wo must get them."ann,ounced Sea-
0, bluntlyt i *

“Who's ‘we?", inquired Eplke. lmpu-
dontly.

“Youl®™ returned Secagruo with as
much insolence as ho could throw into
one word. Spiko’s sullenness sangered
him and he continued to explain, but
in no very amigblo topes: *It means
the big ond of the job for Rhinclander
it those contracts reach him; whereas,

him up worse than evor.”

Spike spoko up with a now and sud-
den energy: “You can’t get those con-

Rhinelandor tamorrow.”

“How do you know that?"’

“1 enw tho packago in her hands, nod
ten minutes ago.”

Beagruo knit hia brows for a mo-
ment. “I guess thore's ono way to got
them,” he oald, looking hard st Splke
ond from hiln to tho two lecser lights,
“Weo'll hoavo to get Holon.”

“Then I can tell you,” blazed Spike,
| “you den't get tham.” Seagrue lcoked |
at his tool in amaroment. The coi-
vict's foce darkened. *“The man thnt
harms that girl”--ho roised his volce
Ho
rogiotered an onth with his thyeat. “I'll
tear hio head from his ehouldors!”

*You fool)’ stammmered Scagruo, “No-

TOXCar Was % problem that

arry. Helen out! 'The two men |
pieked hexup- and took hor-to-this plat- |-
form, How to:transfor hior to tho mo-).

HERE . g
‘givan pauga to mora clover men. Lug P R
intended at first to.throw the helpleasy | ¥ -

girl ‘from the. platform intg: the ma.

never do--the distance was too grent.
Bill, on old eailor, came to the res-
cue with another arrangement, In a
-Jifly ho had Jashed Helen tnto o kind
of cradle in tho middle of the loag
ropo, ond, throwing onoe end to the
driver, shouted to him to makeo it fast.
Tho latter, when he caught the line,
‘hitched it to the pido of his car, and

with tho motor and the train still nt{ * =

high spced, Lug, on tho ropo, went

band over hand down to the motorcar.

Loosening the hitch, he then drew in
—the rope, while Blil, ou tho platform,]
carpfully pafd out and Helen was
transferred, uninjured, from tho train
to tho machino,

"Onco within the motoredr, Helen
was unceremoniously dropped to the
bottom and léft there, whilo thoe ma-
chino was turned around and her cap-
tors whisked back tor Lm Vegna with
her,

Storm, by this t.lme, Imd left the con-
etruction camp ard was walting at
Baird for tho train bearing Helon., The
troin drew in ond stopped. Tou Btorm'n
purprice and disappointment, not a col-
Atary. possenger got off. Ho necostod |
tho conductor: “Heloen Holmes wag
coming up today. Wheoere {0 she?”

The conductor looked down the plat-
formy. *“Bhe oertainly was on the
train,” he declarcd, puzsled *I saw
hor just beforo wo got to Ardon.”

Storm, tho troilnman following,

her off and take tho cootracts from

walked hostily mwngm
Helen wan not to bo fou A frot
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" apql Braln the One That

her. Whaon tho thing blows over wo'll
lot hor go”

*Leave mo out of tho job,” growled
8pikeo bluntly.
Seagruc gprang to his foot—ho was
a powerful mon—and grappled with
tho comtict. Tho two struggled. Not
a word was cpoken. Only tho grunt-
ing and gosping of & life-anddeanth
grapple, tho olipping, grippidg ond
cbufiling of two onraged men, with Lug
and Bill looking on, broko the silenco

¢nemy backward snd downward. Lug
ond Bill jumped in to help Bcagrue.
Spike, shaking himeelf freo from the

up a chafr. Lug jumpsd for o gun.
Bplke, with tho ofrengih o6f A giant
gnshed tho hoavy clnir neross the
table, ghivering it to eplinters and,
rolaing o pleco of it as a club, sprang
for tho door. “TU broin tho one that
layn o hand on mo,” ko ericd. “Stnnd
back!”

Helon, poxt morning in hor oiﬂca.

imzcmngreadytotakathemm

Scagroo ovarnight hiad outlined his
schomio to hig two nien, dud, dirocting
them how to work, told thom that after

them up with fiis autcmobilo nt Bille
Post 140, With this undcystanding, ho

. drove away i his cir. The two mon
woant to tho traln,

Had thoy beon mnioro ulm g3 thoy
wolked down o strest, they might
‘havo scon gpiko lounging on & corner.
Teaching tho station, whera thoe train

sorvation platform, and
train,

vJings, Lug, taking & ¢oll of

auNed. “You ﬁnﬂ‘t

frk I -.!t.!‘ muttaréd Splke, -1
6, “Thank yout for your Krdnces.” He
_;hmemcﬁtyhetd tmt tus tr!mr

",:-.- S

‘;‘ m; fa.ltm’mgthwtﬁm
5 Ay béww"%qiﬁﬂ tap ot%ﬁé f‘;

trkin “h tation tKéy mg__mpped tnhwa rig, Spike got, |

‘i‘i nq‘sﬂm ﬁn mxe s“tﬁrfmj

b&ngm&na _
iéttﬁai'oﬁ‘”

of tho rooln. Bplke gradunlly boro big |

threo, whirled {nto a corner and caught !

1 Tesseniig tpeed, tho driver clmaost

' thiey had sotarcd Holon 66 would pick

tinil already arrived, they déclded o
{mnko the hind ond of tho observo-
tion car.  But ns tho frafy started o
fpurty of ptoplo camy 64t on thé ob-
tho two mon
‘alnnk mﬁm‘i to ihe bther sido ut the

| " As soon as thoy ted gsﬂhmrh:ﬁ
;Bm Bud brought,. Ahrdw It over o]
top-of thy caf, Whers It chught' Knd
of tbéﬁ_gﬁs &é&s Peets

and Wiy holpiess

Lays & Hand on-Mel”

train going to Las Vegns was standing
on tho passonger track., Storm ran to
the cabooao and explained bis angioty
to tho train crow, who were prompt to
mako ready to nid him. Thoy pulled
out with Storm In tho cab to scan tho
right of way.

In Secagruo's mochine Lug and Bill
opened Holen's catchel. They found
a big paclago of lettern, and belloved
they had in them tho contracts,

Helen, {n tho .rush of cold air, hod
bogun 16 T&viva. An 6 procution 10|
provent hor giving any alortn—though
mactfies wore ocufileiently ccarce on
the dcsert—iag took Holen's bnondlier
chief from ber cotchol, tied it roughly |
over her mouth, Inid ber on the peat,
cautioned hor harskly and coveraed
her with o stecamor rug.

Troveling at o broeakncek paco over
the broad expango of sand, tho car
wan oentering Loo Vegan, whon, crogo
ing ona of tho villogo streéts without

knocked a man down. Indecd, but for
o smart jumy, tho pedestrion would
| bove been killed. Heo turned with &
suppreeascd curso and lmkeﬁ»&ngxﬂy
after tha car that hod 60 noarl¥ struck
Bim. Tho occupants 1io did Bot raeop |
L niza; thoy shot by too fast. But o
{ handkorehlef had cnanceqd to fall from
tho car ot lils foet, Bplke nover neg
{lected {nvestigating anything that toll
in his %oy, Ho picked tho handker-
chiof up ond walked an, stm at intor-
vals looking back.

Seagrus was in his rooms, walting
mpationtly for the roturn of the car,
When it did at 1ast akid wildly arcund
thie corner travoling ot o rockloss paco,
Seagrtto Yan . dowhbtales apd htirriod
the men to git Holeit quickly fneldo.
Spike at thlg jtucture wap crodsing o
vacant dot. ¥ looked agalo st thoe
handkorehiol 1n bis hand, and his oyes|
turned onch piors In tha dircction of

.......

 chine~ Helan hail ook sagged Kikin
, ‘But despita hisr be

chitie;- but-this. he discovered- would | 18

gruc ot that moment could hovo cotn

ttsa sfinctifnt, o saw thot tho pity,
had stopped heofore a buliding appear.|

Ing to Spiko's aycs somswhat familiay,
ﬁ ba--ﬁ Tho next montett tho.men 1iffed what
~  goomed & hoavy burden from thy md-

he been able to discover a trace of]

carrying her upstairs. They loft tho
drivor as a guard at the lower-:door,
and Splke, running hard, hod nearcd
the -buflding- -VWhen the -ehglnoy
stopped, Storm, with n look of worry,
got hurriedly down. The first man his
oycs chanced to fall on was 8piko.
The sight of him to Storm waa liko red.
to. o bull. QGaining Spike's vicinity
stealthily, Storm mnde at him. “What
are you fellows up to now?" ho crled
angrily, throttling BSpiko with tho
wordo aguinst tho bullding.

“Whero's Holen Holmes, you blnmcd
crogk ™

“Upstairs, | tell you. Liston! Bhdé'a
upstairas. Instead of choking me, got
bucy to got hor out of Beagruo's
clutcheg—~that's what I'm hero for.”
In tho fewest possiblo words ho told
Storm of how Holen had ehomed him
with kindneoss, and how ho hod sawomn
to her ho twould make gocd. BStorm
oxperienced an acute rovulsion of foel:
g. “Then woTo mondal" ho ox
claimed.

“l didn't oay that® roturncd Splko,

fooling hin crumpled windpipo. “I'm
Holen Holmoea' friond.™
8torm eyed him koenly, “If you

maan it, I'll forgive what's gono beforo,
8piko. If you don't, Il choko you

next tima for keops,” o
*I mean {L.” nnnpped Bplkn “Blow
tho gnb.” Ho pointed to the dgor bo-

hind bim. *Secagruo's kidnapcd hor.
Thoy carried hoer up thoso otairs not
two minuten ago.”

Btorm'o oyen burncd black.  Seo

murder {n them. Storm compreaosed
hio Iips. “How many art thoro,

Bpiko? all ho muttérod.
*“Three.” i
Storm pointed. “Watch that door,”

ho directed. “I'l go to the roof.”

In tho room to which thoy fad canr
ried her, on tho socond floor, Haolen,
partly recovered, recolotoly toced 8ca-
gruo ond bher captorn. Lug handcd
Seagrue tho ctolon lottors. Ho oxatn-
ined thom impatiently and toszcd £no
aftor cnothor contemptuously asaido:
“Ip thia all you'vo got?” ho demanded §
in diogust. Tho contracts wero nod
thore.

Beagruo glared at Holen. Alivo to
her eorious danger, her quick poregp-
tiono took in overy fcature of har sur-
roundings and almopt tho first thing
her glanco foll on wans o stack of iroh
cylindesro in o cornor of tho room la-
beted “High Explosivea” I‘rom out.
side tho room cho heard, without gnow-
tng hat they significd, £pundon of 4
flerco cltercation. 8pihe, ot tho 4ot |

tracted tho attentich of tho mnchlzzm
driver, otatloned as wotebman, The
scout opened catutlously to goo who
knoeked. DBut c¢outlous though B
waga, ho was no match in trickery for }-

o flagh through tho oponing co~ho
throw himsel! cgninot the dos?, In o
froction bf o second—beforo tho chauf.
four actoally kmew what had bappcacd’
—Spilto had tho nstonished gontry by
the neclt, jerked him outsido, OQung

tho stairno, )
Seagrud, unmoved by tho ﬁghﬂrm
outside, turned thraateningly opg Hol
o, “You'vo got thozo controcts. 1
wont thont, Wik ydu hond thoor over §
without foreo?”  Holon stood mute
“ghBl I tako thom from you?' Nolth.
or warnings nor threats moved bop to

A ginglo word,

“No matter—I'll do th taiking. Btand
hor out hato, boyo, Il scareh hoe”
Ho started forward. Bho back
way with & cry, “Don’t coui§ peat}
sho exclalmipd. *You ahm‘t
aearch mp! Il kil you Orst)”

gruae's threatoning advance; bls con-
foderates looked alarmed: ¢« “That's

grio. “Pay np attontion. Catsh Aeel
and hold hap

Tho words:wero nptiout of his mémh

e

Helan Was Tramfcmd to the Mnchlne. |
Beagrue waa oot Iqr an {natant to bs

the cdopt Splko, wEeso afhi fliot HEST

him into tho gutter and dnohed up‘“E

“Won't talk, oh?” wapped seama. |

A kriock at tho déor Intateupted Sea "ﬁulalnx h"

only tha watthman, boys,” cried Beas jall, Bplko,

whelp,” ho shquted, poluting at Spike.

“I%1 look out for tho girl.”
Albolt with the poar stomach, Lug

and Dill attackcld-tho. powertul.outlaw,

‘Helon, lookiffg distractedly for a
weapon: ofydofonse, eaw tho oxplosive
cylinders,s A blow struck by Lug from
behind had stinned Spike. Ho lay
holplcas and thy three men turned to
secuto Hojon. Btooping swiftly, she
pioked up & cylindor and stood ot bay.
“Como anather feoband I'll smash this
it it &ills avory ono of un,” sho cried,
rqoklosy of consoquence.

Lug and Bill halted in torvor—thoy
know it sho carricd put hor threat it
meant debth (9 thom all. Secagruo’s

-was tho hardicy nature., *“"Throw it It

you daro,” ho cricd, tauntingly. He

{ know sho would pot commit sulcides

“Togother, boye,” ho shouted; "rush
hor.”

“Scagtuen,” cricd & voico from the
window bcechind EHolen, “got bock!®
Btorm had gained a hip ¢f tho root
commanding tho rocom and thrusting

- his band through tho window ecovored

tho mon instda with a revolvor,
- $i¢lon daid hor dongorous oyplinder
down. Btorm handcd hor tho pistol,
“Koeep them covercd till I get in,
Holon!™ .

Tho window proved difiicult to no

footiate. Storme-tricd Lo drop inside

trom 1t, and Helon turned to holp him,
in doing ©9, elio teft tho throo an in.

L.otant uncovercd. Thoy sprang through

tho door and down tho statre. Lug
and Bill mado for tho car. *¥o,” ochout
¢ Beagrun, "hido”

Holon and Storm bont over Splka
Ho oy dazed. When ho woo ablo to
holp bimeglf a little and with thetly
nid could riza to his fool, thoy eud
parted him dawpstgirn.

Tholr cnemies weorg nowhoro to be
socn. But in tho raadway otood 8ca-
gruo's machino. No membor of the
party liod ocruplo about conficentihg
fit. Spiko and Storm, togothor, sogon
ahd the enging turning and thoy put
Halen {n on tho scat whero sho had
g0 latoly lain helpices, and drovo baek
with heor to Rhincinnder's camp, whaore
‘thoy fouftd him anxlously awaiting
nows of his ondangored protegoe.

Ho grooted tho sight of Holon with
rojoicing, but bls featuras rironcd
whon his oyes fcll on tho oublable
Bpike. Halon and Clorin, ¢njoying the
mystery of tho aitpation, sllowed tho
amazoment on Rhinoclandor's faco to
grovy, ao ba lodked from thom to Gpika,
und fromm 8pike to Holen and Btorm
‘tor an explanation.

“Yaa,” ertcd Holon, laughing at hep
fostor unclo, 1 know it lools gtrangs,

totow, with u gentle Enoeh, hod 3*"10 ‘oo us’ threo In Pfriéndly compiny,

dcﬂeni it? But wo'ro fritnds—aron't

Spikoa?”

piko looked at hor., “You'ro 0Op
frtond, suee,” ho mdttared. -
Rhlnolnﬂder. incredulons, pointed at
‘Spike, “Have you brough{ him hore
to hahg bim?™ ho esclaimed.  “If that
follsw'hod onything td b with oteal
ing %::a from tga Arain, I'Mf bolp puld
tho*ropa tiysel

*No,” .cried Holep, whoso oges

vparkicd with tha ¢ n of tho punala,

Lh ‘Wo broughthim here to aat the
best Bunday dhiniof- you over corved
in o constructibm: chmp.”

“You'ro 1o carvé- thie roast for him
yoursdit,” Tatarpossd mam.

“You'vé both g4UG Crasy,” doelarcd
IKhinclandor, weakoning,

“No,” pcroisted Helpn, “Instead pf
1 Gpiko's bolbog to blaide for tay ditsp.
gtarnncs, I'm afrald 1<should riover
bave lved to 800 you ngain, Uncle
Amads, {1 ho hado't boca my friend tn

1l hésd todsy.” ** An® stio and Stoim,
in on the

cath, Sonmtantly “b;zgklu

othor. <oid tho day's sloty.
Hoh ol ths

[& havd ungrudgingly out to
Bpika, “1-Golleve  therps somothing
dacent i your wgarth}caa carengs after
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