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1“ u;k thnt l'gdlvldunl t!ps him
w x mb ‘{ 1» wvmem; and they 1
are mpmrpd Trachett lays & trap for
the Lauxhtog Musk, vut Tager oatohoen
the capfain and hiw mﬂ; 'I’mr nra
saved from destructinn onl l:y the wfsr
of ths Mask. The Musk
mn r tmnl

M
petid !'ﬂv laughing M

T 1o l.augh _
36. The cods saves tham

'"OWlt“ﬂﬂrxel‘}' —did- ot-rish-to-surrom |
Margery's] ment souiched ihat objeet 0! mnunr;

| BTy farmhouse,.. . -
_________ -Of. toﬂaon¢4m ot thagmwcather-

Lolded sqy

discussing ways and meang for the tm-.
‘medidte  ¢apture = ot “the = Iiﬂughlng“'
‘Muagk, and. takioga shorteut across the |
fAelds,~so0n - came- iq 3Ight ot the old

fortubly aprnw!ed in a trlnged llnmw
mock slung between two gnarled apple]

‘the- hammock and, after an, Irresolute |
glancg towargd the house; set off*at an
‘easy .puce down the road in the diree-|
flon or Beven Oaks hill, Under tho'|
dexcttgﬁ hummock Mnrgcry saw* p

|ing a8 a lnst resort,

190

treey,  Buddenly he -sprang out of{

!69: h:r gunrd had. not the heavy-foot~
ed gangster kuown as Duteh B
clumslly loosed a heavy stone, ‘which
went bounding and. crashing downthe
‘steep fncline past the startied girl, -

“Spread out, and be quick about m”

Legar commanded-sharply; *Tony,cu
|her off from the house; stdy ‘where'
| you wre, Dutch, In cage shé doubles

ek Mack, you watch the road* I’ll
get the £l myself."

Tbom aplan, nncer‘:aln and’ ﬁmfd,
oysin its' nature, but’ worth dttempts
| “Gathering: all
‘her “strength for. a. final elf(n't, she
‘headed d(rectfr for the lone howlder
standipg o the. rlage-top gome.
{twepty yp,rds above her. “She. covs.
ered the lotervening distance with &
jfrenzled ‘borst pt ‘speed. and threw

e, | slowly B
}il himbeenhkmmﬂreq War
| wall,. As he fumbled at that bmcket

: | Augera ‘bryshing
Then 'ont of her deap&mﬂon 'wu |

- -bnse*o%thevmasstvmckﬁwﬂ it

Then- her bruised flngers came ln
contact with & slight projection, on
‘which she saw painted the faint out~
NG oL A Yed Btar, ™ Sk tnstantly|
pressed with all her strength against.
‘this-profection-and, with*a-sharp-elick-

% ma tnépﬂ[ nm L alghi; 0 ancegown
" tallow d!D aputtering dn &

‘bracket fixed sgaioat the inky black

.surapce to his companion, llipped quls L
-etly’ through the hedge and ran Mght~
ly ‘toward the highway, down. which -
the_detectives were nlxe&d.? coming,
But the meaning- §¢- thig wrprlalng
maneuver was apparent in-another mo- -
‘ment;-~for- mingled-with: the—startled - -
shouts of the officers conje the rapld
“exploslons. from -a_motorcyele, “which

td yasked rlﬂer

with . t;hi(.'.k and clnmsy ﬂngmr

fearful and = gruesome thing thr
| pened. Suwipended high over his head
and ¢oncealed with the wall br&ckqt
t| by - -slender—wire;invisible- In -the-
‘gemidarkness, was 8 massive lron
crowbar, -ita- ‘baveled edge sharpened
to & rasoriike finences; The " conrse |
agalnst gy Ingenloua
nstantly - released - that

now darted away with its
Lbend!ng Jow ‘gver the handle t
“With 8 quick ciash of ggentw

% "

‘the Laughing Ma,sk, ""lth'n’?'wqrd“ol,"anv" e e

‘tomobild Btarted 15 1ot ¥ t:lrg;;i;: e

‘When. the Laughtng. Mas)
lshed a fairly wide mapglr
Ao slowed down dnd, Ieamng ;trom tha

'ﬁea“dly weapou hanging™ Jo- Ffdair |
It dropped stralght dowh ke & plum= |-
Juet:, and  catching the -unsuspecting.
.guaman’ squargly on. the head. spllt
his skull-Nke an ‘eggshell;
“But ‘the supernatural hormrs ot __ \
thosu subtemhean vhults -were stit |- (i
to.; be “exhausted, ¥or. a ~moment]
Dutch Frank, the- blond gangster, |
| stared. in  whitefaced cﬂnstematmn P
atmthat**ghnntlr*ﬂgu
fore him, Then, with & sudden bleat -:
of terror. he turned ¥rom the np« g
‘palling sight and fled blindly along tha |-

- Jﬂﬂddlﬂ(‘ﬁrﬂn 'Wlﬂl ﬂlﬂCk Etﬂdﬁﬁ ngr_

‘Aisky ‘tonpel toward the lagder BTG R
ing-to,the upper world.. In his madj.
-rush-to-escape- from- those-{ll-omened }-

£ releasing bolts, a slnb of “Wood so.
-elogely: resembllng»thmroek A8 todefyw
‘detection suddenly . dropped in . lts
‘grooved-guldes; Jeaving a narrow apex»
ture 1 the fdace of the bowlder, PR
Even a8 Legar," his cruel - :aqa
aﬂama with evil paas!on, J:nshed upon
‘the "defénseless . giy)l, she slipped
through the strange opening,- . and
a8 sho. Btumbled onto a rude Wpod
plntform_ 5ome lngenloha’ mechnnlam.

erfmiihl 40 the c(zil muem lm bclonxa
ever slnce you steercd us wrong the.
| Hme e e hIs 1asE genway, an’
perhaps. this Wtle dockyment will help
throw some. llgh: on the subject,)
iy tiecfy paw suddenly ahot ont
- | wlender WriBt
But the' rt:umung glrl found a timely
ally ln llm _person of Dnvm Mauw}"

der the note, und, with a quick move.

tion from her fingors anc -~

NINETEENTH' EPISGDE“‘* -

Ay T A

The Cave of Despalr,’

Matgery Gnmm wns nnmm!ly ot "

Bappy dispoxition, Yet an she sat in
the June feagruncoe of the ¢colope
aplashed rose garden and lef her

| uis pocket, -

_ The belligeront _cnpm now _,llﬂ
1 vanced threntoningly: upon -the how.
factor of tlils utioxpected re,slamnca to
{ tha majesty of the luw, . -
"‘Gﬁ_t_lmm:wss_w!m 1hat p_npe y yuung
mant ho bollowed furiously, Yor 11}

‘with nn officer performin' his duty.!”

} cluded was the note Ddvy had so nar— y
‘rowly gaved from the rothless clutches |
| of Captain Brackett earlfer int

Ipoint until -opening appenrst
¢ slgnificance of the, puzziing skoteh |

O Hntep, THIE wWould necoutt for

nlmw you what It meand to mmrrm

16.day, |

But instead of.the penciled lines of
the Luoughing ‘Mask she sawe u rough
dtagmm of & grent howlder with s

“Pregs at this
“The

atnr wem the words*

suddenly flashed fnto the mind of the.
quick-witted girl, She know that at
ono time extensiye gonlvmln!ux operas.

tlons iuul been cm'ieﬂ on at Ewen‘“

pmce bchlnd her. L
+ Beneath the plntform on whlch aba
-was-standing-the-gloom-was brokenby-
fickering tallow dips .fixed against
the wall, and Mnrgery saw, 88 ghe ex- |
pected, the labyrinthian galleries of
_the-long-deserted-coal-mine—Then-as--£
she discavered a Iadder which led
down intp the wavering shadows the
-horvy--barrler--suddenly-dropped--and-
‘siihouetted -against -the outer- light-
she saw the leering face of Legar, "
AS he cameo twintlng throvgh the |
fafTow  pastage (o harried  girl

“In thm ‘“torgotten catacombu, an
'entmtma had-spparently been sftected

at the foot of ihe lone bowlder on

& THddeF ARA EropIng her |
wWay downward found - herself. In T\

serien of exhausted coal pockets,

the nuddcn dlsappearancr: 'ot ‘Dnvld.-

ivalces and ‘the shuflling of feet on the
pintform aliove her head,  After- Rt

which had so rudely shattered her
many cherighed idonis, the penmives
eyed girl could oot repress a long-

clearly her distress of mind. From o
branch overhead a llquidnoted robin
poured his melody of spring and glads |
ness into the unheeding ears of " {ho.
allent and prooccupled figure on tha
rasiie benrh, A

Suddenly the feathered mngmzr
ceasnd his Joyoun carol as- Margery-{
Beard the sound of npprouching steps |
on the graveled walk., The neweomer
stood looking wistfully down nt the
aweel faced girl whono golden hale
glnted In the ahaft of sunlight e
(g (hrough the soft spring follage.
Bhe met hin look with ons of aup
prised Inquiry,

*T WaTIIy 6Xpectod 16 Koé You Yiere,
DOnvy, after al]l that has happened,”
aho sald In tones of gentle.roproof.

“1 had t6 come, Margery,” he an-
awered quietly, “I couldn’t siay nway
from you any ltoager. Won't you ho-
lave that I am truly sorry for whit
I have done and try (o forgive may?.

The silent. roblo, which -had-been

regarding  this mamuﬁc {ntruder |
TOIRte U pERTEral domAtR WItE T EamE T

unceriainty, now {ook wing In & siid.
den flutter of apprehonsion. For at

hiblted nop- indientlons. of complylng

he made g vigorous effort to extract:

oher's pocket.:

.lmda, | |
Inth-Brackotts men, who.had heard
‘the soutds of the unequal combat, |

ﬂm’zh (olden ofid two of Caps

“enme hurrying upon the scene,

upon tho fanke of & Jided Nor#s,:
With a stipreine. ﬁm)rt. T 1mnthcﬂd

Jianded-eaptor-and-darted-nere

gunroam At

hle-pursers;

— Then—pua—the—calin-faced—Davy—ex— -

Aho snuyehwovoted’ pm&ﬂmm}:&pﬁw

As the .nmmg fignres theashiod | 1
d.tramped over the.. enlerlymower

The { |
sight of theso enomy reenforcee}
wients actél upon tho nenrly ox- | |
hausted Davy like a rowelled spue | BAY

Dﬁ'x’,«, T

W‘{II 111‘[; ﬁmn‘ﬁn‘dg nlc Irniu p"i[[ceiﬁau A SO . _ e e s e L L *ﬁ
sttompled to declile the {usuo by physt- | §

foning nrm about the deflant Manley, |

loose from the gragp of his hchw«r
-tho |14
ireleh ‘of velvet lawn toward the | [NE
spaclous countrylionse, with the de<| [IEER
{ermined officers closo. at his heels. | Kl
Ui the steps and througl tha opeti | [NE.
door he scurtled, ahd; gafnlng the | S
the end of the hall, |
slammed aid_bolted tho heavy door | 9
of that sanctunry in the vmr faca of | Iy

" '..'terlns echoca grousdby tlmt lan-}:
-that—the—hanaaﬁdaaih—lxﬁd—robbe; _.

e Jb o was. with.. newwm!sgivlngaﬁthat

Iatoping tunnel from which opened’ ®
by the construction of's gecrot door |
Margery -could mnow. hear rough -

vaults of ‘death_he blundered heavily |-

agalnst ----- nn~ md and deca;r!ng mlhe; -

w‘I‘he ngc-rotted tlmber crumbled llke--'
‘paper mnder’ the forceful blow from'}:
‘the ghoulder of the raclng blond glant, | }
and svith Ahe suddenness of a cloud-|
burst, a great section of deep-fissured |
rock; -which. roofed the tunnel, fell |
n | with a siillen roar onto. the struggling | |
;'-_gnpgster, cruahlng ont his llta ana: ;

‘slide slowly subsided,

egaY reauzetl_f ;

-of the "last of hig evil followers, nnd’:' s
lis. savage coursge entirely forsodk | il
him, _Obsessed with a ‘mad deslre to |

Eifen mwthn” Knl{n Wu RnlM_to —— |

Btrike, the Miracle anpened,

‘the flelds toward Seven Oq‘ks hlll.
Jooming-across-the-valleys
-ments--later-the- st,alwart pollce -cap~—
taln and his two men came pounding

‘li

F .

pa
ows; he frantically tore at the rocks
which now checked his egress. ., -

the girl croncling in the stygian gloom.
of the walléd-n crypt on the lower
level of the abandoned smine, heard the

‘miffled roar accompanylng the "cas- | what slower'and heavier gait., .

A feW- TG e

jover the same colitké, hit At & #omig= .. ... .~

cadeof-rocksinte -the—tunnel,—Her
enemy¥’lying under the trap-door where
‘he- had Iallen ROW gave Tunmistakable
-  copsclousness. | man desperately clawed at the plic ‘of
nnt these appalllnx conjectures were | rock and debris choking the tuonel.
‘suddenly banished by a"dunger which Buddenly with an eellike movement -

T FiE down Tn those burled chambers
uudermu‘mﬂ, for which thowntmius

_+ | Her cnemy lylyg under the trapdoor
-1 whezn_he had zanen now gue unmis-

 threatened dire and immediate results,

18+ -hls-mmwseddacﬂlvidwuh—dmd

sagd e had efected, wnd staggere

ke s drunken man toward the ladder.' '

he wriggled through the narrow pass -

ﬂgures WBFB"”'hﬁade{l‘f ....... t""WO]ﬂ&h*le&d R

| "'fmenu:' he would commetice to ex-
plore his surroundings, and the glrl,
 goparated by only a few feet of en~

" He"mnao hin way ihmnsh the open-
ing and stood confusédly blinking in

‘the bright flood of sunlight, The next

b fgers which would dvantunlly And hers

! | But as she walted, scarcely dating to

§ 1 bréatho for fear of bétraylng Yier pres-

31 ence; stio heard: ’t“lwuclnmﬂnn*of

1 | satinfaction come from the Iialian guns

41~ -mEE, and even whileshe wondered-

$O1 | what it could mesn, s small shaft of

wdl | lght sudden]y pt?rced the ebony black-
&l | hess,

‘Goldes sharply,.
Erave mistnke 1o coslsting the lnw snd.
:muwwnt _lmw w iun‘er uzé éﬁnmu@m

fdlatelyd
jatern warning, - the key grated o

J1the Tock and the door swong slowly
Jlawnrd, With s quick ‘rush the be
—aiégingwfoweatapnltud sinto—the
-} Runreon,
1l empty. Then, with & RAND Of amazed
| cousternation thiey ﬁehelﬂ k3 ﬂtﬂm
Jwhich silently e frit

AN thnngh in compliance wtm thm

only to find It apparently

& Al *pace Detwety the nwnﬁ:’back door:-
4 | ¥nd the wall.
LAl enshpouding piask ot yollow

" For that figure wore |

Al mmbtls: and  gripp

P m an Alsrmiog

" ‘ﬂﬁm'dm at the boldly Imipudent maske

wiRERL .;_m;w mm :mx tn your own Ga-ri

wd {n one hand
‘18 Jeavy callber revolver, which wa-
{ vered In dltconcerﬂﬁg fushiott ovcr_ﬁ
lhhl ;mﬁeﬁ grouips Tl

7 this time? he Md: as Ina?:
ncked foward tha door, “and

mmly mlm Ahe )

up back. M;‘ tree
thin

oltation, | aired yiel walting anxiously
-1 roké garden there Wi no obe In
{ about the wellkept - grounda, | Beowed I

o MIZ % B | AN tn rempont 1o Lo vager foquirlon| @ . . ===

- ﬁnt mmfm a ﬁﬁi"r-t ﬁatnf"‘i! 1:;‘& 'tha___indlmlues‘ f6 which they had beet

: ___mt!iiu fary . itguin_at ‘that mout obs

d ft frome the outslde,  Then
e A L Slamor of 'wrathfal volces a8
ged dstectives, snincting under

o) hirled themselves In wns

ction which b

thﬂr pumn ot
But with’ the exception oz & fAlN
¥ {5 the

or futher told hef of theld hus

j g irlm hii mimhf '

fyou_aro suaklog &) . . .

L éntly satl
&ervalton; dﬁn ,
“Fareat #plicrs of wtons, A monsent |

lnfm_- in_the_ bmthiw’ir ‘wait_ln( t!_rl

_%mt{qi_ _tho door nhut attet hlm anﬁ‘
KW | tocked

emergecl {ro
descended the Lillids within K fow |followed $od the Alaruied sirl real | o

Hnnley bchlnd_ thnt solihnf Yock on |

Ao R IABEIBIE clue; MArgery 3
rapiiity seross ~the meadows i ‘the

before Davy shiould “arrive by the ]

mory ciecnitous route of the highway,
I',l‘o her l'l.!“Efe the constwas _artlll
| étear whes + W18 TWAE.

- Iheﬁtptun u f’f’-’;:’*‘_ﬁ-‘”-*f[ R

4 -:-;_'jnd—th&—équmf Hne-o Hﬁ v-shig

Shope-of- reutbtng4ha~nnﬁermlmd—mm !

Haﬁk a mbmmt latm ‘th ® feel» lts dark Tetesses. - But ahe wak nc!-
ing thit at Iast ahe had stumbléd | denly threatened. by tiew and utere

FpeCtEd “aNnRers; 1oF 16 1h8 Center 5t

thut ﬂultllka rwm hér hnrnrmx
u , startled outery ghe

nlnmd thro;ish a hidden trafdoor,
‘which spratig back into place whm
felfeved of het welght. . -

- el _ter
Uon, but, when she had tolled half ]
way up the steep slope the thsuspéct:

ing object of her esplonags cume sauns
tering Telsurely along the shaded road.
Margery darted Into & deatby Inurel
thicket and from this opportune covert
lttmt m in!ent watch of ﬁia nm«

pleking his w
the ridge, As h& n' g
‘bowlder he stopped and tl:mm
: j’.,.’éd-hﬁfﬂm"_ s
! ’be!ﬂnil thHat T

Appare

hind that rot:kr meen A ""'_';'n clad
in the famlllar hﬁblllmeﬁtn
Lun;hinz Mask,
But at ﬁ\at {nsta t !moiher mmn
m belilnd the bowlder und

yards of the thicket where i}
eyed girl trouched In uttar hew
nént,  For |
other thag nma anler m :

ot ""“ **"‘"‘“‘*‘“E

w¢:sww s s

----------

ohe | cﬁndlng -peries ot - rpgk; Iea;eunpon

the- ﬁo’luﬂ@h _?ét that Baflig - i .ci-

shs had -latided with considerable
force, she reallzed she had fallen Into |
whother of those spectrally lighted

sbmﬁmed@lne. __ ___:ant _ther&__:;'__"? 18, thig

"ot | ah oW found Herselt bad o SUtlet |1
& the Taotated | Vg

‘chambér the miferd had left wn &9
whlch_

'.tha ‘thtui\a! A heavj ody as 1t

.4 | shrouding darkness from the
| Tess crimtnal, felt her blood turn cold
{at the thought of thoses groping fin.

percle

‘momctit & running DEUré boye down
upois the outlaw from the. other alde
of the rock, Thoerg was & sudden Im-

«mmt he had found his pocket fiashe
“J light unbroken,

8 | slowly spproachtng the spot where
T Mary

31 | inevitable discovery with all the cour
[} | dge aha conld muster, . Nearer, and yet
| |nearer, cams thint betraylng beam of
- lght. Suddenly it rested full 6o the
- | whilts tace of the girl, while from the:

at wom!er; s s

she had scen mt the farther end of

| along the dacsp wall, shie atole rapldly

‘Yhen the badly shaken Qirl vaut np_—:
on the uneven Stos “AooTInE whers |

‘Chambers on & lower level ot fha ‘

| fieavy Iump of cosl, ﬁ&wl e
Agilaat oné »ide of 1hat tomblike e“y nm;s 9 conl, u th il Her

| - Bue xow hid tiothise but hee s
_mm mre‘_ aaf

cpe md shc'l'
d a stdktled onih. fonowed b;r;
:hr &ny chance return to this

S LU dmnpbumn “ ,,;'
oty b prmd too muek for |4
hm the _Ii‘oﬁ naﬁri a{ thm

 did 4 n | s e g w“mmmu : the
ul Heht fask. fi"& e e maaked sﬂ !ﬁa

B oyt

‘it and the Laughing Mask stood’1n
“Oared "uncertataty, 3“@“&#*‘6[6 o
-other's oyes, =

' By warlly evading tho menace of

e il Sl W

Aancse otigin, sent hls heavier oppo-
I nent toppliog over backward, Then,
‘before Legar could regain his balance,
‘the Laighing Mask slipped through
‘that silll open passago into the bowle
Ader, the panel .closing. sharply -as. lie. .

; "tlons from Mer enemr

And now & Jittle clrcly
‘of light traveled over the Jutting walls, |

‘pact -of colliding bodies and Jules M SR |

2 »z(m.. A iR, i U SR S - R

that terrible claw-of-fron; tho-masked - o -
‘mystery, with a sudden trick of Japs

‘stepped on the ’plalform._ The next fne ‘f_ |

with Cnmﬂn Bmckatt and the two dew
fectives, who had béon hot on lhé trall
‘of the Laughing Musk,

‘Before Legar could draw his gtm
‘thoxa tlires hoavy and resolute officers
nvalanched themselves upon Ylm, bury-
" -...|ing him under thelr comblaed welght
ifn ;- a8 ha mahed, to the grotind, - .

A e et

rgety Golden crouched, walting Her |

lips of Black ‘I‘onr came s st,mma nath

wl gniaﬁed; uﬂd Mnrger,r hesrd tha wott | To
-+ Lpad--of -atealthily approaching -foot:
-1 talls;--Into-her distraught mind-came |
| the memory of thoss shelfiike ridges

Yevery. mcmeﬁt nn'aitack tmm m:t oﬂ |
the dark, the passing time had seetned

1ike 8 feartul eternity. She had heard

F, and, feellng Let WAy,

1n an apmmnuy xntne mh far ms |

flashlight. o
- ThmmmgalnxmhtInmph-” id

toward them. Even as shs stumbled
- agalnst the lowest of-those-stotie Pro~|
Jecﬂomsha Heard the sudden » spring

‘her, She saw the sinlister, leering face -
g&h&gn"w’.“’“m.__b’ mm °£ «otdh& sﬂrihHmlan» :;s——h&a -

TS CMILY | ateadlly nearer. Stie '/
e bt e e, At o 2 o,
and agafn that elrcle of light come | Periug Knife, dgﬁchedmin dgijg n;; -

-+ menced-1fa—esploration—It-suddenly- Eets, & rexching toward s

‘®-thinstresk of 1ght wivered vpod —{

glared nto her ayes, and the shadowf | m"a "-"*"“1“ ﬂ‘@fw mmns’”

li‘:drm“behlndlfum&npldly nn&erii'w vl ity
g€ -« - ‘_'_'.“. ' - Lans
_With drawn breath “-E‘Ef“m““‘“’“‘ nﬁ;‘;&?ﬁ woiid wail behlndher o
ly beatlnig heart, dhé fed, walted | Sﬁddénh‘ gve W and Margery L
untll she aw the bullet-stiaped head | _ _
ofﬁw nnmerjusb beneath her, Thes | :

ug'ﬁely conudaus ot beingi:;‘ ras

‘strength sent it mh_lnx\mta the hnir-r

atted akull of the Ita fanned her'cheel, When tt

acg | DAQ Tevived Ber snd she je freshale

1th %hlchf o repel %hitmg* 4;;,
:ns_md ‘vlcmnz tha {

1addei and presently x- mﬂam

“to daylight she saw the

- __“I_ﬁﬁ ._ﬁ ___ieeuns Hp to the*fer;r' fagt - — 3_{__]_';:“._._

.. TFave me.""'iﬁ& mhr- "
mtEfﬂbv o
“ “It wns lucky I knew abm:t t.hs 6‘{&_-»
vﬁnﬁlating ‘shaft contiecting - all the
| mallerien 15 the tmive* he modestly res
* | plied; “It will be qulte safe for )'ou i&: :

5__.5{_11:1 lalm'fnth. wmch_he‘i;ad_ap_:.;._; g"%mnshaﬁ tor X hapneﬁ to Xnow

fresh onslaught, She kne‘ir there m |
bat one Dossible chance for her malvis
‘Hon,  If her masked prdtecfur ﬁhfmld

e, 1% &t tm: m’ﬁ?ﬁéﬁff ’whlle ~WHEE TOU B win tortired

e, o il _.*-eii mowhny .
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