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.. - 'rhi~ oldwagoll no ~oubt sa\v s.ervi~e j~ the e~rl~ d.~YS of _Lincoln _£ounty--the t'ree ~nd the wagon 
probably ar_e:about the same ~e. The: wago.n ts on the Oltver PortPr ranch oyt of ~ogal today--a 
h1otncnto· to pre-auto days in Lincoln Count v. · . . · . -, . . . 
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CARRIZOZO, New Mtxlco 11301 

• 
1n 

Ruidoso ·founded 
long time ago 
by AI Stubbs. t-:dltor 
Lincoln County News 

While White Oaks was just 
beginning to blossom, a sawmall 
and post office matertallzcd in 
what was to become Ruidoso 

At about the same time. Billy 
the Kid was killed in Fort Swnner 
by Sheriff Pat Garrett . 

Ranches and farms dolled the 
Hondo Valley. and RoswcU and 
Eddy way east and south were a 
part of historic Lincol9 County_ 
John Chisum was a big man in the 
area, as · J .J. Hagerman and 
Charles B. Eddy were to become 
big men. ' 

Eddy played a leading role an 
the development of Capt tan 
(Gray), Coalora, Carrtzozo and 
that area of Lmcoln County 
because of h1s bnngmg the 
railroad to Uw a rea 

Carrizozo would n£'ver have 
been born H the town fathers at 
White Oaks had not becomf' 
greedy and attempted t8 hold up 
the railroad on right-of-way land 

If ('oal had been of suff1cumt 
qual1ty and quantity 1n the 
Cap1tan area. that town todav 
m1ght have bf.•en a ml•t ropoll~ -

Along 1n the 80s thl! Coes WC'rt' 
strong ovPr on the low('r Hu 1doso 
A few years later Bert BonnPII 
would be born at Honato Cltv-
whC're Bonito Dam-Is now locat~d 
So would his brolhC'rs. 

~·ort Stanton \\'as st dl a fort m 
1880·-niOC' ~·ears later 1t would 
bet·oml' a hosp1tal--a !\.1erehant 
Mann<' Hosp1tal 

At thr turn of thP cpnturv. 
Corona already wa!-. ran<~h 
country of long standmg \\'!Ills H 
Lon•lace arri\.'l'd on thl' sepne 
there to ranch JUSt after 1900 

Bill Uallach(•r and family lived 
at While Oaks So did \:1'\ll£' ( Ll'l'l 

L.ernon and many otlwrs 
Wh1tc C laks n.•ach('d a p(•ak 

population of 2.500 
Lmcoln was tlw count~ Sl'<tt. ami 

horsehal'k and wagon Ira ·;p) \\ ;1~ 

rather thick betW('('Il thl' 
populated 01rcas of Lmcoln C'ount~ 
lx'fore th£• turn of th(' ePntury and 
during and aft£•r tht' L1nroln 

,, 

County war. 
Mmmg was strong tn the Nogal 

area at Lhe same lime as mimng 
was potent at White Oaks An old 
Sparush mine datmg back to the 
l600s was being reworked, among 
others 

Schools were big news· -at 
Nogal. Lincoln. White Oaks. 
Capitan and elsewhere. Post 
Offices dotted the area at towns 
whtch no longer exlst and in the 
ones which do. 

\\!hate Oaks was a ''culture 
center" because many of the 
mhabstatnts came from the cast 
and were used to hlgh·levcl 
cultural activities 

Lmcoln County has as colorful a 
history. probably. as any other 
smglc county in the United States 

The lawlessness m the early 
days, gold and precious metals 
mmmg, the railroad. fru1t 
growmg and many other factors 
<·ombmed to g1ve the county a 
history of note Old Lmcoln and 
thf.• Lmcoln County War events 
w11l llvf.• on and on mto future 
<·en tunes 

:".iol too many decadps ago. the 
Hull bnwlmg allf.•y 1n RUidoso was 
also thP socwl cPntcr 

And Mod<>l T!'. were maneu 
n•nng down P1cadm Hill on a 
road that ll'fl rnul·h to he des1red 

Jlunlmg tnps from th<> Pecos 
\'alley. mto Lmcoln County by 
wagon took two \H'l'ks ~ometimes 
most of that ttmP sp<>nt 1n tra\·pJ 
PE•rsons from Lmcoln County 

ha\'{• madl· mus1ral h1story. also. 
Curt and Loulst• l\1assey, who 
lived m l\ty Adobe Hac1£'nda m the 
Hondo \'aiiPy. made a song by lh(' 
sanw name--wnltrn by Louise 
:\lassP\ -\('f\- famous· . . 

Thl') h1t th(' national spotlight-· 
for \'I'(HS !TlllSICa)Jv . . 

H tll doso !Jn w ns ran' I rack and 
S11'rra Blanra Sk1 an·a cPrtamly 
an· part of !h(• colorful h1story of 
LJn<'oln County Hob('r! () 
:\ndt·r:-.orl burl! !ht• -.,kl arPH and 
i;Jtl'r ~old 1t to th(' \lpscalf.•ro· 
.\parhl' Ind~~~~~ I nix• 1.\lllrh now 
cqH·ratPs 11 . 

nw ract· t r·;wk. llfldt•r ( ;t'flt' 

llt'll'">IP~ ii~ pr1m 1 p<.~ I "' 1 n k hold(•r 
I ( Oil( ill lJ(•d Ull Jt a gp :! J 
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Bill Gallacher •• 
• . ' part of history 

-Bill---Gallaclll'r-'8-mother ran a Dr. u Paden nmoved from White 
!larding house in· White Oaks Oaks to Carriz-o-zo~ Paden's drug is 
•here · 9alla9ner grew up, still a part of Carrizo~o. 
!though he was born in Cathage, The ·two olcf.timers saw the 
few Mexico, which was in Lincoln Hoyle house built and knew the 
:ounty when the county ran from Hoyle brothers: 
1e Ri() GralJ.de to the Pecos. Dr. Paden's brother-in-law, Pr. 
G~acher's father was the first Lane, also was a doctor in White 

11an to uncover coal in the area- Oaks and was a leader in the 
l miles this side of Socorro. community. 
Gallacher, now 89, and John W. Gallacher and Harkey knew J.J. 

Jarkey, 86, friends for 75 years, Hagerman and John W. Poe. 
ell about the early years. iJl They remember that "old man 
~arrizcno al}d White Oal<s and the Lee, a sea captain," ran a saloon 
•rea. in White Oaks but never took a 
. Harkey lives here, Gallacher in drop himself. 
he Gallacher ranch north and Harkey's wife attended school 
. ..-est of Carrizozo at lhl north. end in White Oaks. 
Jf the Malpais. Gallacher's father During the bank panic in 1929, 
.vas killed in a · mine accident the ''bank went broke". tre old· 
:>efore the turn of the century-at timers remember well. A.D. 
IVhite Oaks. Brownfield was appointed 

Harkey came to this area when receiver. io 

\ 

• 
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~ewas 10 years old-75 years ago. Well, they said,_two of the three 
White OakS had "every kind of banks here wl!nt broke. The First 

business you can 'tnention..e\rery National--run by Bruckley-stay,~d 
'Carrizozo's history if linked ~ the steam engine and railroading. This 'Picture shows a steam 

engine and coal chute In Carrizozo about 1909. 
kind or mineral, water, timber," open. . · 
Harkey recalls. There wa,s a run on the Fir~t 

Harkey and Gallacher reeall National, and people were 
All empty sixshootrrs ,, 

•• •• 
that George Ulric was president of standing in line to withdraw their gol<fthere," Harkey said. 
the \Yhite Oaks b-ank before it was money. Six Bar W ranch men were at a-
moved to Carrizozo to be located Two men walked u., to Harkey dance in Nogal one night-dances 
in· what Is now the Masonic and asked him to get out of line. were common io Nogal. 
building. · •. He- did;· and tho panic here w~ "After the danc'e was over. they 

In 1910, Carrizozo "was bigger apparently over. The bank new in all emptied their six-shooters in 
than it is now," Gallacher said.~< money from Denver to- meet the the air," Harkey recalled. 
The railroad had b:cen here about run. George Sly had a ranch right in 
eight years in 1910 and attributed "A lot of fellows took it <money) the middle or Nogal. He ran only 
to the rapid growth of the out but put it back," Harkey horses, Gallacher remembered.-
community then. They recall the recalls. ' Art Davis ran the store at 
round house fire ·or 1907 which Ranches in the early days Nogal--the old school house and 
virtually destroyed the railroad include the Bar W •' Where dance hall is now the Presbyterian 
yard and scorched and burrled Spencer was bookkeeper." The Church in Nogal. 
engines and train cars in the ar'ea. Spencer family owns the ranch Harkey is a cousin of O.eQ 

The two old·timcrs recall that today. • Harkey, au~hor of "Mean as· 
Gov. W.C. McDonald, the state's The I Bar X was owned by Hen:• Harkey lived and dted in 
first governor, was • from Frank.Gooden. Carlsbad . 
Carrizozo. Bynn Brannum boughtt)ut the 1 Dee Harkey sold lots of books in 

Both men recall Coalora-·coal Bar X. Lincoln··Wtth John's help. Harkey 
mining community ncar what "The Jimmy Cooper ranch was recalls. 
Inter was to become Capitan. out north .. Henry Corn ·and An old "White Oaks boy," John 
Capitan was first known as Gray. • ·Sherwood Corn were sheep Ownes, was sheriff of Lincoln 

They recall tragedy, too, when a ranchers ... ," Gallacher said. County when Lincoln had an 
prominent citizen and civic )(.fader The "People's Store," a dry "Adobe jatl." the old·timl.'rs said. 

.,of Carrizozo look his own life al good:<; store, was where Prchm 'sis Sheriff Owens never wore a gun-
the El Cibola Hotel. now. ·relied on rl'ason. llarkl'y satd. 

The lOOF moved from Coalora A blacksmith shop was where Many ranchers m thl• old d_ays 
..Jo.... "zo7.0 after the coal veins the motel is, operated by a Mr. traded at thl.' P G. Pctl'rs ore at 

"squeezed out;• in t c apt n ncl'. ·1·uman Spenet>r-breug s orl': caml' out 
area and the railroad to Capitan t~c Lance ranch. of Las Vegas. a supply point m 
was abaondoncd. Charlie Ma~ ··r was the those days. 
· "1 could have bought the blacksmith Paul \layer ran the !o'arms and homestl'ads doltl'd 

railroad lies for a song," Harkey livery stable. the area, from Angus up the BonLto 
recalls. "Mayer could make anything," Canyon. Bonito City was right 

Gallacher's father moved from Harkey said of thl.' blacksmith. where the dam is. 
lltinois to Carthage; N.M., in '78 Gallacher bought a wagon from Harkey went to school at Bonito 
and to White Oaks in 1887. the livery stable a long. long timl' City 

Bill Gallacher was six years a ago. Iva 0 .• Wetmore ran the C'on:olruck and Hubert ran the 
-m'"'"'eo-m·oer--onlm~-L~cqln-<..:!oun~~v-·~-li-ii·ve~.ble,. then --.-Charlie store . Bonito City. " 

commission and was in charge or Stevens. · Strcar1Js usl'cf to no~more<Uurn · 
the ratfiining agency here during It was where White's store thl'y do now. · ~ 
World War It. • stands today. Harkey workl'd ten years and 

Johnny Miles was governor, Stevens later w.as ell'ctt•d eight months .with the I-:1 Paso and 
then, Gallacher remembers. sheriff. Southwestern Railroad. He has a 

"Barbara at the bank was The stage in the ea!'ly days ran real estate agency in Carrizozo. 
secretary of th'e rationing board,'.' from San Michel bl'low San 1'hl' first eating place in. 
Gallacher said.· Antonio to White Oaks. Carrizozo was run by Jimmy Lee. 

' · Art Rolland was the first mayor • "Nogal was one of the oldl•HI It was known as "The Eating 

. ' 

.. 

of Carrizozo--he was a drurudst. towns in the country .. thcre was House." 

' 

- Along the railroad was the 
¥¥-¥¥¥JI.If¥¥¥'1f¥¥JI.JI.Jf.¥¥1f.JI.lfJI-•JI.li.)#J#.JI.¥Jf•--------:. Wl'stern t:num officl'. Star Cafe 

• 

• 

Cl, ·• 

' .. 

. P A U L 

\\'l\.LAHON 
REALTOR 

• I , 

308 W Fourth St 
Roswell New Mex1co 88201 

' .. 
• 

' 

Paul Dollahon G.R.I. · , 
Realtor · 

Office 5051623·531 0 
, Res. 5051622-7275 

II CA. Walker l. pool hall, Joe 
Homero's bar and "The Eating 
House." Mrs, Walker is a eur!:$nt· 

Clav resident of {'arrizozo. · 
. . Across tlw ~t n•et from (lw 

• cornl•r was tht> · ('<tmJ1bt>ll ·· 
Company saloon. " 

A. W. !<'a \1 had the Thret• Rivers 
ranch--Tommy Hyan hoir~l1 out 
.Judge Fall. 

• ............. ____ ,...1.\4""""~-J~.JI.~)#J#.······················· .. 

In Corona. thl' <'orona_,{radi_ng. 
co: was active. It was first owned 
by lh~ llfield l'nmpany . 

\. 

Gatlacher sold his first 20 cent 
wool and 10,000 ewe lambs to' the 
Corona Trading Co. 

Gallacher and Harkey both 
were instrwnental m getting a 
hospital built for CarrLozo 

Harkey headed up the 
operation, with Gallacher 
assisting where necessary along 
with other citizens. 
· Both men recall a big poker 

game in the pool hall many. many 
years ago. 

Harkey was playmg--tl was 3 or 
4 m the mormng. 

He grew tired. and c;allacher 
took over h1s pile of chtps and 
began to play 

Soon he dr'ew a real hand--foilr 
queens--and cleaned out the game 

Btll Norman operated thl' pool 
hall 

Gallacher and Harkey recall 
many good limes togl•ther m thl· 
l•arly days and many JOint 
projcels for thl' twtll'fllll•nt of 
('arnwzo and tht• arl'a 

Ttwy hoth ha v l' h<•en around · 
and actlvl···for a long. long t11m• 

(.'entennial .. Carrizozo Lownalte .... 
The <;arrizozo townsite was 

established by J J. Hagerman and 
Charles B. Eddy under auspices of 
the Alamogordo Improvement 
Company. aacording to Johnson 
Stearns, prestdent of the Citizens 
State Bank and somewhat of a 
historian and lifettme resident of 
the area. 

The townsltes or Alamogordo 
and Tularosa were established the 
same way. all about 1900 or so, 
Steams says 

Thts was the llml' when the 
ratlroad was being pushed tnto 
thts area from 1•:1 Paso by Charles 
B Io:ddy · ~ncter and d£'veloper 
who arlter tlh Hagerman had 
l'sta hshed a railroad line mto lhl' 
P<•co Valley and who had 
d<•n•lop<'<l water r~ourccs m thl' 
PN·os Valley 

l..atl'r th<· <"arnzozo townstte 
was sold to Ira () Wetmore The 
1·:1 l'1bola llotl'l was first known as 
th<• W!'tmor<• Butldmg 

t tld·ttmt•r I-' rank Enghsh Sr dtd 
1 ( 'ontlnul'd on Pagl' 4 l 

I 0..-.~~~~~~~~~~ ~10-COH-t>CO~. -MO~~O--~Q--.c;o--

lu Our SJ~~I-J Year 

of making people, 

who love making music, 

HAPPY! 

Since 

1917 
"EVERYTHING MUSICAL" 

( 'cn·n<'r 2nd and Main 
HoSWl'll · Phonl' 622·5H:IIl 

403 W. Greene 
('arlsbad- Phone 885-3848 
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Champion in 
1940s··competing in Madison 
Square Garden-is a resident of 
Lincoln County and has extensive 
ranch holdings In Lincoln County. 

She lives in one o£ the most 
irnpressive homes in Lincoln 
County--probably the most 
• • Impressive. · \ 

a 

Lincoln County in recent 'years 
has been booming-particularly in 
the Ruidoso' area where building 
continues unabashed ~yanything. 

• 

• 

-
• • • • 

mer1ca,n ra,ce 1s 
. * 

orn •••••• 
• 

Many people have 
contributed to this edition 
containing history or colorCul 
and active Lincoln County
pictures, information, etc. 

We regret that it was not 
possible to interview every old 
timer and to run all or the fine 
old plclures we obtained. 

Persons who contributed 
many, many pictures each 
include: Della Wingfield Hale o£ 
Chama; Mrs. George Davis of 
Portales; Johnson Stearns o£ 
Carrizozo; Nettie Lemon of 

Shaw o£ Capitanr Mrs. Ellen 
Queen Cady· of Carrizozo; 
Louise <Bonito Lou) Payton of 
Nogal and LaLuz; Bertha 
LaFave Chavez; Mayor Floyd 
Siegrist; U.S. Forest Service,; 
and others. 

Each contribution is 

• 

.. 

• 

>Pr«!Ciated. They make 
r----.fu(liatls. .. Mes~ller~.pa,cheS=_.~tJie . ..l .hlstoric ___ _ 

furnished history, too.. TMy Lincoln County section. • II ... 
remain a strong ·part of Lincoln The News is indebted" to the 
County history.f'rom teepees and New Mexico state Planning 

. ... 
on historic old Lincoln County, 

handling. 
Addition a I copies of this 

50 cents ptus 25 cents postage 

• 
Water development is a part of .. • · ••• P 

the. wai'Path to. the Inn of the Office. Much of the history of art icture •• Mountain. Gods. is a long, long old . Lincoln~ town and 
· · · •· ~tep. . . · photographs were borrowed the history-starting with Boni.to 

Pam''a long time ago to supply 
water for steam locomotives. 
Today, Bonito provides water for 
various· communities in the 
counties-plus Alamo~ordo and 

• Holloman Air Force Base. 
. Alto recently approved 

fo,rm~tion of a water .and 
sanitation district. · · • 

Alto ·Lake is a water· storage 
· project. . . Lhtc.oln · County 

' . Youngsters--4-H and FFA·· have 
· for· decades starred at the New·. 

MeJtico State ·Fair ·and. ·Eastern · 
New Mexico State Fair at 

, ' Roswell~p~rtil;ularly . i'n sho:wing 
sheep and beef cattle.. · .. · 

Blue ribbons are common-not 
tlncommon.:.for. them. 

New ,Mexico Transportation McCutchen and h~ owned and Ptart of the dh,istorty of RflooduidOI!o ·. from "Lincoln, New Mexico, A 
Company, headquartered in operate.d. the Company until his cen ~rs on. a Js~s rous In Plan · for· Preservation and 
Roswell, has been a ,part of .death in 1963. l94~ a flood which washed . 75 Growth" published by the State 
Lincoln COunty for 40' years~·. cabrns downstre~m. an~ which ·Planning Office. 

. providing sch~:duled bus service to The company operation covers destroy~d all Irrtgahon and 
the area. . the eastern part of New Mexico re~rdabon structu.res o~ both the This section was produced 

Many people get their first aQd portions. of West Texas, Rwdoso .and .Bo~n~o r1v~rs-~nd throu~ the combined efforts of 
gfimpse of ~istoric Lincoln county - iJ?';ffided i.tt general. ~Y the m_ajor . the H,ondt;whJCh IS a conbnuabon the Lmcoln County News staff, 
from the wmdows of New Mexico c1bes of Albuquerque, Santa Fe· of boUt nvel:s. . . PaU! . and . Eleanor :.;ayton, 
Trartsp8,I'tatron buses. ·. . . • .and Las Cruces, ~ew Mexico; and' .·• ·That .flo~ .. changed t.he channel .. publisher~; Al Stubbs, ed1tor. and . 
. · New Me_xico Trapspor_tation· Am~rillo, PecoS and 'El ·Paso, _of. the nvf,'!r . ·at· spots,_ and: manager, ~ete~ ,Agutlar, · · · 

, ~mpany, Inc., is a home-'9wned ~e~as1 and. serves other m11jor. · resculptured the ~erram. . .. _ .· pressman .. add prmter; Frank, 
New Mexico Corporation, having ctbes, suc\1 as Hereford,. TeJtas, .. · Be.rt Bo~nell an~ hrothers at ~e Hoff, prm~er . . ~nd . of~ set 
been inco~porated in 1935, with its Clovis, Roswell, Artesia, Carlsbad . Born to Valley, the Ballard faiJ!llY cameraman,. ~a N el~ . F1sh, 
General-t· Offices ·and main· and.l\lamogordo,NeWMexicoand ana· . many others··Coes Compugraphtc equ1pment 

. operations· located ·in :a,oswelli ·intermediate. p'oints including · Wingfields, Robinsons~all helped operator and Juanita. C. ~u~ero,, 
New Mexico. 1975 marks the 40th Lincol".County. . . . . . · · make hisfory.. .. 1 .. · . Compugr~phi·c equipment-.· 
imitlversary of tbe Major service and maintenance· Mo.re recent ~istory finds.Peter operator, and- Eddie Herrera, 

Priodo .t935, · · of the fleet is accomplished <at ~me Hurd, world famous artist and part-lime employee. . 
· founded 'in . · central · Roswell. ·· · · Wi(e, J:Ienriette Wyeth ~urd; 1 • ... • • • • 

. 1 ' 
' .. 

.. _ ' 

b. 
·.w 
a: 
N 
c 
tl 

n 
,, 1 

! 
t< 
( 
<I 

-t 

' ( 
' I 
1 



~~~------~~--------..-. -"-. -----------/~------~---,-..~--------- .. 
"' ,- T o./ ' ' ' 

•• . . 
1be Uncoln_ County News Bicentennial laaue - Page 5 • -' 

ewcomers' 
• • 

r1nc1 a, s 1n war • • • 

DJsturbances in Lincoln County 
form a gencr~l background to the 
county's most notorious outbreak 

---;)f-vjolen~,known--as-tbe--Lincoln 

volUJ1teered into the Union Army joyed a virtual monopoly of trade leader of a group of Republican 
in 1861, ca:me tO New Mexico as a in the area. They charged local lawyers. and businessmen known 
captain in the California Column farmers exorbitant prices, and as the Santa Fe Ring. 
and was ·mustered out in used the law to harass any farmer The Ring speculated in land and 

• Cqunty War. The war really began 
with the prominent ex·soldiers in 
the west side of the county. Most 
of these men were foreign-hom 
and had come into the area with 
Carleton's California Column 
during the Civil~ War. They saw 
the opportunities for profit in land 
and b!JSiness, an!;J. they stayed. 
They were newcomers pushing 
and shoving to make a place for 
them~lves; not one of the prin· 

Albuquerque in 1866. who refuseo to sen to them. The • directed New M~xican elections 
Lawrence G. Murphy was a "Big Store", as their establish- by buying Hispano votes. Catron 

native of· Wexford, Ireland, who · ment was commonly called, was was the owner at one time of more 
had once been a divinity student. backed by Thomas B. Catron, the than a million acres, probably the 
He emigrated to America and 
joined the army, serving in Utah 
and New Mexico. When he was 

-cipal actors in the Lincoln County 
War was a native Qf New Mexico. 

mustered out of service in 1866, he 
became post sutler at Fort 
Stanton. He stay~ until 873, but 
when charged by the Post Com
manding Officer with sharp 
practice and profiteering, moved 
to La Placita <Lincoln> where he 
had recently opened a second 
store, and where he was soon 
engaged in ·unscrupulous prac· 
tices again. Shortly after the move 
he took Fritz as a partner in the 
business. Fritz died in 1874, and in 
1877, the firm became J.J. Dolan 
and Company, Murphy going into 
semi·relirementon account of 

I. 

Emil Fritz came from Stuttgart, 
Germany. He emigrated to 

·California to look for gold, 

poor health. . 
James J. -Dolan, first one of 

Murphy's clerks, then his jwlior 
'· partner, now took as a junior 

~ -- - partner-John 1L Riley,_ th~J ran· 
cher who had shot Patron. Both of 

• these men were native Irishmen 
· · ,, like Murphy. Dolan had received 

his discharge at Fort Stanton in 
1869; Riley was a small rancher. A 
second junior partner was J .B. 
Mathews, who had been a Con· 
federate SQ.ldler .and later a far· 
mer near Roswell .. Like Dolan ··: 

• 

• _-.~""> 

• 
• 

• 

I 

~ I , 

largest private land holding in the 
history of the United States. He 
was from near Lexington, 
Missouri, and lived to become a 
U.S. Senator and ambassador to 
Chile. 

The firm enjoyed influence far 
(Continued on Page 6) 

.. 
' 

• . ' 

himself, Riley and Mathews had been junior partners of Murphy's. An early street scene In Lincoln shows the Bonito Inn on the left and the picket fence that was 
First Murphy and Fritz, then there into the late 1930s. The Penfield House, the Tunst.all-McSween store behind it :rnd the Watson 

• • 

' ' 

. ' 

Dolan, Riley and Mathews, en- louse further back are visible on the right 
Willidm Bonnev . 
~-~~. ~~*~i:~~~:1 ~-k ~~:;. ~ ~*·~:~~>; ~-k fo:.'::j· ~ "'*·;.::~>~/ i_-iC $. -~.:~:!>-·~~~~~~~~~(!@~~~~~~~ 

. ' 

• 

• 

\ 

" . 

• 

. . 

• ··-. . ,. 

.. 
·~ 

• 

' 
• --

WeAre A Part 

of Lincoln County8s 
• 

• 
,____ _________ --- - . - Dramatic History 

• 

and Growth!! 

,. ·----

.. 

RUIDOSO STATE BANK 
RUIDOSO- RUIDOSO 'DOWNS- CAPITAN. NEW MEXICO 

~f~Ot~ r£0fAAl DlPOSI1 
INSURANCE CORPORATIO!< 

. P. 0. Drawer B 

' ' -

. 
A.C: 595-257-407 4 

. - ------ ·-
~-.t ~ "- "{ ,<"" 1--, -·--<; ·-·~ _..,.,..,,.;.~=-·-,.;.· ,_,....,.__ ... ....:.......:....~--'--,_....,...,_-~---,-..,---------,....---:-~-·c~=""""'' : _,;~ , .: ···~:._,,-.:·:: -: .. ·_ ... - -~ -.. 

• 

0 

. . . --- --
._,. ,_,r~·- . --- -- -

' 

~~ 

• 

• 

I I 
' 

' ' ' I 

;j 
,I ,, 

• 



lhtJincoln County New• Bieentennlall11ue - Page 4 
. . 

Trainmaster 
<Continued ~rom J»ag1~ 3ed . Johns~m Stearns' mother •. 

the building. He has tv m arrived·in Carrizozo in 1906. Her 
Carrizozo since 1906. · first husband worked for . the 

----·-,---~T~te~-widow.--of·---th~-Jat~-~ohn-:-.cumor¢ss"Pa$s-mliln>a0.1furrhey 
Galliicher operated the El C1bola didn'tlike the winters in Colorado. 
in the early days: Her ~usband So they move!d here. · 

• 

• 

· was killed in a mme accident at Stearns' f.ather, O.S. Stearns • 
• White Oaks. . . . arrived on the scene in 1910. 'The 

• John~on Stearns says lm; father C::PI,Iple· was married in 1913. · 
O.S. Stearns was trammaster for O.S. Steams was yardmaster 
the El PasQ and ~QUthwestern for the railroad until' his death in 
after his arrival herem 1910~from I93;;. . ,. 
the Erie Railroad in the. ea~t. The Stearns bought a place 011 
~very Tuesday a":d Fn_da~, the the Bonito in 1921 and .sold it in. 

tram went to Cap1tan. m ~ose 1929 when they bought a place in 
days, where coal was bemg mmed · Nogal CanyoQ- tnow the Oliver 
in Salado draw near Coalor~. Porter Ranch)~ 
Capitan was known as Gray m Johnson Stearns went to work in 
those days. e. 1936 for the EJ Paso and Southwes· 

Granville A. ~ichardson first tern Railroad when he was a 
t .. secured a- patent •on the land clerk, terminal trainmaster and 

whereC'arrizozo is,ocafed on July tl[akeman··not all at the same 

Pictured In Carril:ozo in 1920 is the Reily-Lujan store: The m~n in 
the center is reportedly _the father of Sally Ortiz. long· time rest dent 

• 
• 

· of Carrizozo. Rilev is fourth from left~ Lujan, right. . ~ . • •• 

-

• •• Bonnell ranch at Glencoe 
· · . _ lne logs burned low· and the 

cEdUor's !'O'ote: This writeup t~ Englishman named Co~p.er. clock :-truck awo. . 
20. 1901, papers at Citizens State JlU!!e· · 
~ank show.. . . · But he has been a banker for 
· . Th~t same year Richardson an~ many; many years. . 
.h1s Wl(e conveyed the property to Currizozo is a railroad town. 
the Alamogordo Improveme-nt Co. howevemmd it was more so in the 

rrom. times past -re1;eals the staym~ at t~e ~anch for <mhlle. Thev started the ~ehottische 
.. n:itor•• pf a portiori of Lincoln ~~~ed on walh :mterest. .. . . ,1gam~ .. ·; · 
t'otmty. 8oQilt'JI's Rl!nch at Come ~nd. da_nce. . S~ld I' l%ma I~scudero and I \H're 

People involved in , the old days. ;; • 

Cilt>nc~l. ' ·' Senator Loutse <oe when a square from the city and we couldn't take 
•.• ' da.~ce started: , . •• ., . , . it. we le(t Cor our cabin in the 

They had a Halloween party at < c_>h. I cawn t.. ..aJd St>n.ltor • 1 ostv air dragging our aching 
Bonnell's Ranch up.on the Ruidqso Lou1sc•roe when a square dance r • · • ., 

• .f•.( l d ' ft!Cl, n 
Alamog~rdo Impro~!JJJ_Jent Co. ;\!most every old timer bud 
were . directors W1ll~am. · A , 0me connection with the railroad 
llawkms. John . A. Eddy • .in the days of yesteryear. 

· · ~ ~- ~-,\lexamters. 'Gr~. Janres L; ·· And tlui railroad today is a 
Creek on the h1gbway to Roswell. l.i ar e . . . . £~!t~~;::===:J I-;verybody who is anybody "6h, l cawn't," ·he cned m · • ,.. 
knows about Borinells's Hrincfi. lf ·ltl<trnl.; "l·ir simpty \~eck it .... 

" 

B•ckford, John L. rampb{.'IJ. strong factor in the economy of 
1 Cha~les B. Ed_dy wns a VICct· • I.incoJn rounty··the Southern 

pr~s1dent and·d1rector · • Pacific··outgrqwtb or the El Pasd 

\ms made ·cor a Halloween party. I~rctty soon he was in the thick 
The big cottonwoods which rustle of 1t. 
their leaves above the ranch house ,, ·• . 

Feb. 2, 1907, the Alamogordo and Northeas"tern Railroad and 
Improvement Co. sold • the tater the El Paso and 
townsite to the Carrizozo 'Townsite &>uthwcstern 
Co. 

are gold now and red apples ran They hf.lld th(.> "most popular 
''plop" on the roofs of the cottages gi~l contest" w~th a big cake as the 
where guests sleep. Between·· prtze. .... . 1 
"plops" you can hear the song of f'rank~ McCqtcheon. agent for 

g Q u\f Q 
the Huidoso down in the meadow the bus line, was down rrom . . a erna oga . If beiO\Y the house. r. Haswell to preside at the contest 

· · · r l. - All· the folks Crom up and down and the box supper bidding. · 

d · d r the creek came to the party They Pretty girls piled up the votes at 
nmiTOR'S SOTE: The story or lead sulfide and was er~vc rom • · · h 

communltle:Tn l.incoln County is mtnang operations m that• came early and stayed late. Th.ey ~;)~~~~ ~~~~:n!~ ~~~~~d Cor t c 
' prettywJ..llt""ldln"lllstoryofl'ost \'acinit'-'.Thcname!\ogalmeans brought fancy boxes W~th C 'It f h 

"" " .. J h bl k Uallowccn decorations £llled w•th Mrs. George oc, 79, Wh.C o t c 
,.;· OCC!ces. This article appearell in wulnut and came from 1 e ac sole survivor of the Lincoln 

· the 1002 "A Jllstory or l.incoln walnut trees that grew in Nogal lunch for the box supper, h 
IJ ()(fl .. IU Canyon. ' Mrs •• Bert Bo~ncll sat down at O>unty War participants, wont c 

County osl ces, wr en From the list of Postmasters the ptano. Wtlbu.r c_ oe, her cake. 
11rlmari!Y by postmasters at the b th t k h f ddl d "Folks, •• cried Mct'utcheon, 
tim .. or form"r postmasters or "ivcn at the end of this history ll is . ro cr, oo up IS • ~. an 1 d. "I ,.. dl d 

" " u IT'\, \V Mrs Will Tittsworth her s1ster ea mg " rs. "oe prou y aroun 
persons closely nssoelatcd with interesting to note that ... omas. · • - · · · ' ' the dance.floor. "she's lived on the 
Post Offices., Henley served two different tirift!S got out l1er gmtar. d r 

and that his rather was They plarcd "~V~c?, the Azelcas nui oso or 40 years, prettiest girl 
NO(iAL ' Postmaster bl'Core him nnd his Arc ~loommg ~'th1tc and all the here and onb• one who told the 

Hoy llnrnian brother afterward. Also three· of old·ttme mclod1~s. . . truth about her age!'' 
1'he Nogal Post Office wns th<! McDamcl family have bl'cn Und~~ pumpkl~sswm~mg from Handsome granddaughters 

originally known .as Galena Postmasters there. The first the ~mhng ~nd m the hg~t fr01.n were among those who applauded. 

"Home of the 
Rotary Engine 11 

+ ('oup~s 
+ S~dans 

• 

I 

+ Wagons 
· + Pickups 

• On•the·spol Financing · 
lligh 1'radc-ln Allownnc~s 

having been ~tabhshed under ·money orders were sold at the ~urnmglo~, ll~e danc~~sd1d the1r They spread oullhe supper and 12o:; Sl~ .• u.. Ph. 622•511 
th.at name on N~ycmbcr _4, l_ll80 office on October 26, lB93. st_uff. ~bet ?anced Put your poured hot coffee and apple cider. . ¥-J~¥¥11-
with George WelhCord as xts f1rst :\lrs. Pearl Stcarms who 1s now L1ttle Foot und the Schottlshe. '~!!~~~~~~~!!!!!!~~!!!!~~?; 
name was changed ·Galena longer than any 01 her . ~cr~ ~onr~el_l. whose. hair is i1 t 1 · ·· · 
to Nogal. Galena means native predecessors. _ . Sh~ l'!cciv~d ~htte.~nc. fa~e 1s youn~: cal1ed the ~)\ 

• 
national recogn1hon m 1•1.19 whtle f!gures. H~ stomped h•.s root to the 
sh!' was attending a coii.,•nlion of tim~. HC' swung the girls around. 

, the' ~ational· Association of ,_When Mrs. ,B_onnell a.nd .Mrs. 
Postmasters in Washington. D.C. ? •ttsworth got tm!~, thew SISl~r
At that time Mrs. Stearns .at ;a m·lnw. handsome Sena~ot' LoUise 
years of age was Ute oldest active c:oe, s~t down at the p1ano; ~1rs. 
Postmnster in the United Slates. Elzy I erry look over the gu1tar. • 

' 

!~~~~~':f~·e·; ~it- ~Cf1s~fo~~~~i: 25~~·"~h llllt·.-~~,,a':l'·.-•·,fr41*1: ... +~ ................ =. 

, Mrs. Jack Shaw's parents, Mr. 
·and . Mrs .. Jeff T. · Gardenhire, 

1 · · dame .,to CapitlUl· area. in· 1916-f 
ranching nine miles· 11orth " 'OJ 

· · Capitan on the Half Circle 'rwo 
Bar Ranch where·the Gardenhire 
children grew up, Mrs. ·shaw·was · 

· Frahces Gardenhire be(ore her 

obscure regulation, she has been Mrs. Cecil I;Iolley, formerly 
allowed to continue until she has I<"loye Spoemate and her husband, 
15 years service. In the human stopped.,in Carrizozo to visit Mrs. 
interest story~ written up in a Nettie Lemon and came by the 
Washington newspaper she was News to. tell a little history of her 
termed "ThE! g~ardian of a Iilli~ grandfather, William Kahler. 
place by the s1de of the road • The Kahlers moved to Catrizozo 
wheres~e dispenses mail from the about 1900 from Texas. Mr. · 
post office ,llhd•supplies from her Kahler had the water rights for . 
little gene~nl store and station. lhe..Jo..wn and hired Mexicans to 

Although all mining operations use wagons to deliver water to the 
have ceased the little community l<?Wnspeople. His two ·younger 
is now the home of a number of da,ughters, Mollie - and Gussie 
retired people as weiJ as those who grew up in Carrizozo and married 
want. to get awa-y from the there. · Mollie mal'ried . Bob , 
tensions of large towns. Hoffman and.Gussie oecame Mrs. · . . . 

. • . es. ; • - • • Shoemate. ' ; · 
"' · ·John Kahler, a brother, also 
. Colorfu 1 · li'ved in Carrizozo and was a 

contractor who built many of the 
Lincoln early buildings. His wife, bora, 

.. ·~- - . . . . marr~age to Shaw--who came to ·. r . 

Capitan in 1928 as chief engineer 
at Fort Stanton.· · 

·County, · . -· hfid a millinery shop and is still . 
.. remembered by some for Uie hats . 

..... - ... ~---~--....... -......;.. ... ~ ....... ·~ she made: • . '· . . . 
' 

.. 
• <, ·- ... ~ • • • . ... 

• 
I ' 

• 

Jo;quipment has improved mightily since 
days orthe l!l!ll! \'ell ow Conch pictured. "' . 

• 

• 

• 

I ' 
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Lincoln County 
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""'II a, • • • • • 
·· <Continued from page G) turned aside after some wild 

~e_C}Jis~ fa~ily ~or assi~tance ... turl~ejs nusbed by the horses. 
m pi:otecttng lit~ properiy ll_lrough TWo of the other hands had fallen · 
legal measures. Chisum hunself, back some distance. Tunstall was 
however, was :>till in jail in Las riding alone. Mounted men sud· 
Vegas, and the other brothers d 1 would not' commit . themselves. . ent Y appeared, moving toward 
'l'Llnstall was forced to return to him. Shots were fired and Tunstall 
his ranch with no promise of fell mortally wounded from his 

horse. Accounts here become 
aSsistance. . confused, but it is certain that the 
.. Altbough his men were ready mounted men were Brady's posse, 
and wante<J to confront the Brady and that none of them was injured 
posse, Tunstall decided to return in the encounter. . 
to . Lincoln on the morning of d 
Fe~uary 18• Four men who Bra Y was, not surprisingly, 
worked for llim wept with him. disinclined to do anything about 

the murder perpetrated by his 
One of them was Dick Brewer. posse. Seeking revenge, Dick 
Another was a young man named Brewer, with eight or ten 
William Bonney, sometimes co'"wboys,formedabandcalledthe 
called the Kid by reason of his Regulators. On March 9 they shot 
youthful appearance. · and killed two members of the 

William Bonney had been born Brady posse whom they had taken 

• 

' 

• 

in Brooklyn aml bad come west as prisoner. 
a child, his ..family settling in- Sheriff Brady told his version of Horses'and wagons were the means of transportation when this photo was taken in old Lincoln 
Silver City, New Mexico. Some th kill" r Tu tall' 1 tt town. At left is the Maes house before the addition of the porch, and the two buildings wnich now 
vears late"'tl hOL ·"'as arrested 1·n e ~g 0 ns m a e er to " ., '"' •• Catron, who referred the Jetter to house the Roman Maes <La Paloma Museum.> The Paloma Bar and Aragon store can be seen at 
Silver City for the theft of a load of Governor Axtell. Catron right. . 

, laundry from· two Chinese. He suggested that Axtell ask the " -oo'\..erts• 1 S shot 
escape() from jail by climbing up President to send troops into • • • -"' JJ 

-.the-.dllmney .... amLv;.ent.)o CamJ? 'Lin~Qln .County lo . assist Dick Brewer, recognizing him 
· Territo~laS officers, and the as part or the Brndi posse, sent a 

• Governor telegraphed Brady's man out to try to persuade him to 

from the Fort. saying he feared 
'for his wife and new baby, wno 
could by no mellns leave the 
house. Dudley, his hands tied by 
the War Department directives. 
had to refuse the request, but sent 
the post surgeon to investigate. 
Both sides seemed to think 1t 
would be all right to place neutral 
soldiers in the torreon, but the 
matter stayed unresolved. 

• 

lYilliom Brady 
t;rnnt, Arizona. There he killed a 
man, and escaped again to join the 
band o£ outlaws known as The 
Boys. He left them later to work' 
on a ranch in southeastern New 

-l\-1ex.ito. Eventuall~. . he found 
himself in Lincoln and hiroo>on 
with Tunstall's Rio Feliz outfit. In 
the months that he worked there, 
a strong friendship grew between 
the Englishman and the young 
outlaw. 

As the five men rode into Lin· 
· · coln that day, two of the cowboys 

story to Washington. surrender. When the man did not 
Axtell was being widely come back, another member of 

criticized in the territory lor hls the party was sent to lnvesugate. 
evident indifference to the Lincoln He found the two talking and 
County troubles. He finally did go ordered Roberts to put his hands 
to Lincoln on March 8 and spent up. Robers refused, and was shot 
three hours the following morning In the stomach. Although martally 
making an investigation. Dolan wounded, Roberts was able to 
wns with him all this time. After drag himself into a doorway from 
his visit, he Issued a proclamation which he shot and killed Brewer. 
authorizing the post commander Roberts himself died the same 
at Fort Stanton, Colonel George day. 
Purington, to assist Territorial The deceased Sheriff Brady was 
civil officers in keeping the peace- replaced by John Copeland, a 
·Wbicb, In essence, meant tha.t the McSween sympathizer who was 
troops were at the disposal of soon removed by Governor Axtell 
Brady, a partisan of the Murphy· on a hint from T.D. Catron. He 
Dolan faction. was replaced by George Peppin, 

Peppin sent a deputy to the 
McSween house with warrants for 
the arrest of McSween and se<Jeral 
of his men. The deputy was fired 
on and retreated. Peppin's force 
was further strengthened in the 
afternoon by the arrival of 
cowboys from Seven Rivers. Most 
of these were known outlaws like 
Buck Powell and Jesse Evans 

On the morning of April 1, an adherent of the Dol&n faclion 
however, while walking down the who hoped to usc the t:.S. Army to 
streets or Lincoln, Brady and his crush McSween and his followers. 

• "'Cicpiily, George Hindman, were He tried to execute federal 
ambushed and killed. The shots w~rrants agatnst the men m· 
came from behind the adobe wall volved in thl' Blazl'r's Mill fight, 
surrounding the Tunstall store. on tne grounds that thl' mill was u 
and the killers were evidently part of the Mescalero Indian 
Regulators, among them William Rcser\'ation··whtch tt was not. 
"B?mJey. It is--not ---likcly._.!ha.L ---Colancl [Judi ex.. who had .,. 
Rachard Brewer was one of them. become commanding· officer ar 
Su~rnoned by George ~- Fort Stanton very sh~rtly after the 

Peppm •. a dep~ty of .,Brady s deatn of Brady, and was friendly 
l~enty-favc . soldiers from Fort with Dolan, had just received new 
Stanton arraved in town a little .and slrigent War Department 
after noon and began making restrictions on the use of soldiers 
arrests, including that of Me- in civil disturbances. The orders 
Sween. He and four friends were were so specific as to prevent his 

. . •• . ~ . 

• • • 
For three· days the factions 
rernamed barricaded, exchanging 
occasional shots. Peppin sent to 
Fort Stanton for help, which was 
regretf~y refused. However, the 
soldier carrying the message to 
the sheriff was shot at. · Peppin 
informed Colonel Dudley that the 
shot had been fired by the Mc
Sween men. 

On the basis of this event. a 
board of mquiry met at Fort 
Stanton and recommended action. 
It was agreed that the situation at 
Lincoln dad justify military In· 
terventlon, and on July 19, Colonel 
N A.M. Dudley entered Lincoln 
with a cannon and a Gatling gun 
The two groups of McSween men 
tn the Ellis and Montano stores, 
mttm1dated by the presence of the 
soldters. left thc1r posttJOns, 
crossed tnc H1o Bontto and d1· 
snppeared m the canyons to the 
north 

!\tcSwccn . wrote Dudley a note 
protestmg the presence of lh<· 
soldters. Dudley sent a sarcastic 
answer Th<• Dolan men managed 
to fire l\kSv.<'en"s house :\Irs 
!\1l:Sween vcntured mto thr street 
to pll'ad w1th Dudley to mtcrvene. 
hl' rudcly rclmUoo her. He dtd. 
how<•vcr, g1vl' sanctuary to 'the 
noncombatants m the housr 

I 

·~CRIA'II'lLCOLOR PORTRAITS taken to Fort Stanton. t!pset by dispatching troops against Mc-
~-t OUR SPIC1At'rr--~ - ~ - !h~ h~~pen!!l~s ~ .. ~ fr1end of Sween's men, who would other· 

Chas~ s, J:?oc1or 'L~\Iel'Sl>lt, who ..Wise, no doubt, have been rounded 
had JUSt arrtved In Lmcoln, wrote up. McSween had meanwhile been 
t<,yo letters that night to two r:nen released from custody, a grand 

Just before nightfall, Me· 
Sween's men vacated the house to 
escape tne slow·burning fire B11ly 
the Kid ran out first with two men, 
one of whom was instantly shot 
The Ktd and the other man rached 
the river and disappeared. Me· 
Sween and the rest, waiting too 
long to follow. emerged into a 
tr10. They offered to surrender 

• 

• 

J q 

&. 
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• f'()R'IAAITS •I'UBLICilY 
• I'AHTASIES . • PASSPORTS· KOW OR ~TER 
• WEDDINGS • 'RESTORATIONS 
·• CIIILDREH • TEAM PICTURES 
• FAAIILV GROUPS •.COMERCIAI.. 

PICT.URE FRAMES 
' . .. 

. . DID 
6011 N, MAIN • I!O&WE~L . 

fOl ;..·,;ou-.~tMENf Oit II'UOlMA~ION 'HONE-

.622-3600 
.~ou• rolUAilll THE NICE~f ~111 IOU CAN OIVE 

CLQIIEO r.;oNoAYB 

..._who he thou~ht &}lould .be appr1sed jury having found no cause to 
of the growmg turmotl. ~ne was indict him on the charges made by 
the Secq!tary of the Inter1or Carl the Fritz heirs. By the night of 
Schurz; theotherwastoPresident Sunday, July 14,'he and his fac
Hayes. The letters ~ad ~he lion-between fifty and sixty men-
even~ual ~ffect o~ d1rectmg had occupied the McSween house, 
Washmgton s attention to the the Ellis Store and the Montano 
troubles. Store in Lincoln.' Almost half of 

On April 4 members. of the those who supported McSween 
, Regulators who had been mvolved were native New Mexicans six of 

in killing Br~dy .and ~indman whom we're among fourte~n men 
were ~t Blazer s ~~~~. whtch stood who joined him in his own house. 
~n pnvate land mstde land that Sheriff Peppin held most of the 
had be~otne th'e M~s~alero rest of the town. He had dispat· 

· ~es~r~ahon. The commiSSioners cbed several men to the old 
of.Ltncoln County .had offered $200 torreon; supplies for these men 
for the ar!est of each Of the killers, were ·coming from the adjacent 
and a drafter from Texas named house of Captain Saturnino Baca. 
"Buckshot" R~berts, who had Outraged because the house was 
probably been m the posse that on his land McSween sent a note 
killed Tunstall, decided to collrct to Baca ord~ring him to vacate the 
the reward. Th.e Regulators saw premises at once. Baca who· nad 
him riding up to U~~ mill on his once been commanding' officer at 

;;;;;;;;;;. ;. ;;;;;;;;;;;;;_.,...~ ..... ---...:·u___Jmlllllull5e!_._. --~-------·--- For-t Stanton, sent for protection 
---~---- --- - :L ~ - J_ 

• 
•, • 
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}um<•.< 1. /Juhm 
( ('onlinued on Page Sl 
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Wheel 
Saloon 

Al'loiD PACKAGE STORE 

"Very Much A Part. Of The Old West" 

Roswell, New Mexico 
1201 W. 2nd Sl. 

In The Red Barn 
DICK TIGNER, 622·9422 
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men' 
• 

• c ur a, • • • 
•• • 

• • . 

• 

_ un- _____ J!:ontinu!:dfmm_P!ig!:l!J . __ ~~e~*~i-e~fi3pu::~tlr~~~: _ : 
outside tile Bonito Valley. N~w Dolan was filling his govetnment 
Mexico· Territorial Governor contract to the Mescalero Indians. • 
Axtell had tx?rrowed $1,800.00 Disencltanted with the firm, he 

• 

• 

• 

, from J . .J ••. Dol~n · and Co. quickly became frieods witll John 
r.~o~eover, th~ ftrm .kept ~p Chisum, handling many cases for 
distmctly cordial relations wtth him. some of the cases involved 
the officers a~ Fod Stanto~. By cattle rustling and jmplicated the 
1877, ~he flrf!l was Wldely- Seven Rivers cowboy-s thought to .. 
suspected of bUYJng stolen cattl~ 00 ·working,· for the Dolan· Riley 
including Chisum. cattle··from faction. · · · · · 
some of the undesirable elements · Shortly ·after establishing his 
among the Seven Rivers cowboys, .Rio Feliz ranch, John Tunstall _ ~ 
among whom was the known also saw the chance for an honest 1 · 
ouUaw, Jesse Evans. mercantile in Lincoln. Calling 

' In .,1877. h~wever, "Murphy upon his early training and family 
men were bemg chaJJengeo by a resources, Tunstall opened a store· ~:. ·l' 

• newcomer. John Henry Tunst.all, in Lincoln He was quick to see the t. •• • , 

• 
•• 

• 

a twenty·three-year-old Engl1sh· lines of division which were ' · · 
. man and son of a London mer· created by his new enterprise. His A rare piCture; this is an early photograph of the Murphy-Dol_an store~ in old .Lineolll. ue 

chant, acquired prope':1y along interess .naturally coincided with building has been ~tuccoed since and a different porch added, w•th flanking stalrways to the 
the.IUo Feliz south of Lt.n~~In. In those in opposition to the Murphy- nd n 
trymg to assume responstbthty for Dolan faction. Soon a bank was seco · oor. · · h • • •1 d 
~eramuy busine~. ~nstan.h.ad added to~.tne 'l'unstau store with " ·McSween, C tsum~~ Jal e 

• 

" 

I 

r 

' 

ftrst g~ne to·. ~~ctorta,. BrJttsh. John Chisum and j\lexander • . • • 
~lumbta, to jom a ~rm m which ~cSween listed as p~rt of ~e Dolatt, but told him only that he Chisum had J:leen a partner~ but stock, six horses and two mules, · 
hts fa~her had an mterest. His 1operation. Sensing his unpendmg co~ld have the farm i£ he would his name on the· notes had neither were not held in co-ownership with 

.• ~~-'"7-··· ~~[~Jl~;aWd l:!e6~~~tt!I~~~! ~r~ifsal},iai~~f~ni;a~.\;l~~~~--~JheJmpm~cmen~-9n. ~~~-~~~'fu:Witwf@~~;M~wecn • SubsequenUy' Tunstall ____ _ 
other. means. ~of v_ocation and ·presence of an honest mercantile . • Jn October of 1876, McSween Las Vegas in custody of two ranch on the Rio Feliz. Not long 
secunty for hts famtly. in the community, Dolan had had been retained to collect an deputy sheriffs on January 4, 1878. after, however, orw of his cowboys • 

An extremely cautiou~ and begun to feel a loss of customers. · insurance JM>licy for the heirs or He was perm~tted to remain in informed him that Brady had sent 
meli~ulous man, ~Wlstal} ~ecame One particular instance pointed Murpny's deceased partner, Emil Lincoln for two or three weeks to 'll P9SSe to the Rio Feliz to try to 
convmce:ct from hts inqwrtes t~t out the growing wtpopularlty of Fritz. When, in August 18TZ, he attend to business m~tter~. Later, serve a writ of attacbmept ap
the r~ad1est way ~ wealth Jay m , the Murphy-Dolan flrTI). Dick notified the heirs that the money he was taken to Mesdla, ~mce the plying to the animals TWlstall was 
the _ltVestoc~ busmcs~. Althou.gh Brewer, a welHiked young had been coUecte(l, Polan in· papers relating to the Frttz est~te keeping there. '1\lnstall turned to 
he ftrst constdered ratsing sheep, famrer from the area, bad bought .. stantlyclaimedt11ewholeamoWlt· were being held in the distr1ct CContlnuedonPage7) 
he soon decide~ upon cat~le. . his property from L.G. Murphy. •$7,148.94-assertlng that Fritz had court. . . 

Through Camdy connepttons and and Co. The firm had glven him owed the firm that much. Me· After an inconclusive hearing, 
letters of reference, he first a.l· credit for the supplies he needed Sween disbelieved the allegation McSween started back to Lincoln 
tempted to acquire range m for farming-credit· which, at the and refused to surrender the on February 5, in custody of 
C"llfornia. After several futile prices they paid for his produce, money. . Barrier, the deputy. who had 
,attempts he was .persuadeil ~o pushed him deeper an~ deeper In December, McSween, Mrs. brought him to Lincoln from Las 
trn:vel to N~ Mex.tco. Tunstall.s into debt. McSween adVJsed him McSween and John Chisum Vegas. When he arrived on 
letters to h1s famtly reflect h!lt · ffial"Murpny bad rio Valid'tltte---nr started '1or St. 'Lo1iis. They Febri.l4i'Y 10, M learned that aU 
excitement and confidence. m the land and suggested that he planned to be gone several weeks his property had been attached as 
developing vast holdings in this start trading with Tunstall. When and had let their plans be known. security by Sheriff Brady, whose 
"last frontier"· Once in Santa Fe, he did so, .he was threatened by Dolan went to Las Cruces and orders from Mesilla were to hold 
he first tried to buy range held In • convinced one of the Fritz heirs, McSween In custody until bond 
land . grants • · ijowever • Mrs. SchoJand, to sign an arfidavit was made. Horses and cattle 
~ecogntzing ~b~ commonness or saying that she believed McSween b!!)onglng to Tunstall had also 
1mperfect titles, the cautious. ·. ·111id no intention or turning over Been attached on ho legal grounds . 
Englishman decided up.on deeded the insurance money. Dolan took whatever. 
or homestead land. Fmally set· . the affidavit to District Attorney Tunstall appealed to Sheriff 

. tling on Llnfoln County, he Rynerson, the close associate of Brady, protesting the seizure of 
arrived there m November .1876. Thomas catron, then u.s. District his property in a case to which he 

' • • 

I 

• 

• 

.. ~ Alexander A. McSween had for New Mexico. As was not a party. He was able to, 
e •nmTtimr&m~rro~--~1~~-~tMt~~k.~~~~----~1--

• 

•• 

• 

. , 

.. 
• 

' 

• • 

the preceding year. was Cat.ronhttda longstimdiilggrtidge · ·• ,··. 
·Canadian by birth, well·~ducated, 
and frankly am~itious, both 
professionally and polilically. He 
had been admitted to the bar h\· 
Kansas not long before leaving for 
New Mexico with his wife, the 
former Susan Hummer. Although 
he was placed on retainer oy 'the 

against Chisum, he sent . a 
telegra.n which stopped the 
McSweens and Chisum. McSween 
.and Chisum were arrested ,in Las 
Vegas. Chisum was held for 
s~veral weeks on charges that 
certain clients of Catron's held 
court him. 

notes soon got into a qua~rel wi~h Riley 
about a bill for legal servJCes. He Alexander lHcSween meatpacklng company in which .. 

';· 
¥ 

• 

•• 
., 

. . . . u;,.,;..· 
... 

I • • 

This is a picture of the Tuaist~n~McSwe(m store building in the late 1880s atter it was bought by 
James Dola.n. ' ' ' , · 
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.Wayne Ad~ ms 
" . 

II T .· I. . ' . he Land Man 1 
. · 

Specializing In Western 
Farms & Ranches 

• 
. . ' 

Ph. 622-1230 * 'Wilma~ J, Davis 
Ranch Associate , 
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1110 SOUTH MAIN 

ROSWELL,'NEW MEX 
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--Mrs..-George Davis, 109 Texas member of the board of cou!}tY and also a member of the £irst 
>r., Portales,· bas mflllY ri:)ii(Ccommlssioners. Mr. ·and- -Mrs.'. school board fQr a number of 
nernorles of I...incoln County Wingfield reared seven children, years. Ike Wingfield passed away 
~ecaU$e her grandparent$ were roost of whom continued to live in in 1954. He alstherved as county 
unong Ute earlle::1t setUers. Lincoln County. One of the sons commissioner. · 
She writes tllat Mr. and Mrs. being Ike N. Wingfield, who was "Mr. and Mrs. Ben R. Robinson · 

Ben .R. R.Qbinson moved to tbe born at Ruidoso Oct. 29, 1887- moved to New Mexico in 1886 and 
Bonita near Parsons, N.M., in where he lived continuously and settled on the Bani ta near 
1886. They lived in on the Bonita was the first postmaster of Parsons, N. Mex. They were the 
durlng the time White Oaks was .Ruidoso-having served from 1921 parents of eleven children and 
(}ntheboornaml,Mrs.Davidsays,. to1936,'Wasmayorfortbreeterrns most of them lived in Lincoln 

her grandfather "made weekly 
trips to White Oaks in his hack 
delivering fr~sn vegetables from 
their garden. Also butter and 
eggs. It would require two days to 
make the trip. He also worked at 
the P.arson · mines, and Mrs. . 
Robinson cooked Cor some of the 
miners." 

Mrs. Davis, who supplied the 
News with several fine old 
pictur'es, writes: · 

"Your bicentennial edition 
would not be complete witnout 

0pictures and a few historical fact$ 
concerning the Charles W. 
Wingfield ·and Ben R. Rot9inson 
ramtlies (roy grandparents>· wh(} 
settled in Lincoln County in the 
early I880S and remained there 
the rest or their lives. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. 
Wingfield carne to New Mexico 
from Texas and settled on the 
Ruidosa in 1884. Mr. Wingfield 
was assessor Lincoln County from 
1891 to 1895. At that time of his 

'(Ieath, April 25, 1910. he was a 

1he Lincoln County ~walicentaMIII 11111 - P•l• 9 

County all their lives. Four of the 
Robinson children married fo1,1r of 
the Wingfie1d children. 

"Mr. Robinson served as county 
surveyor for a number of years in 
the early 1900s. He passed away in 
1923 and Mrs. Robinson passed 
away in 1943. · 

"They lived in on the Bonita 
during the time White Oaks was 
on the boom ... " 

• 

Mr. and Mn. Ben Robinson of 
Bonita IParsonsl are shown in an 
early day photograph. 

!\tANCUESTER 
Roy Harmon 

The Manchester Post Office had 
an extremely short eXlStenr:e. 
Opened on June 10. 1881 with 
William L Cornwell as • 

postmaster tt was closed October 
of the same year when lrris W 
Blood was the second anQ last 
postmaster 

The story goes that a group of 

I 

'The old Parsons Inn which burned not too long ago is pictured as 
it appeared many years ago. At the time J.M. Rice was proprietor . , . 

people settled th1s spol with the 
purpose of competmg w1th White 
Oaks as a town site. In addition to 
the Post Office they proposed to 
open a bank They even went so 
far as to ha~e a shipment of 
money sent in for the bank and 
when the shipment arrived 1t had 
been packed an a keg. Everyone , 
gathered 'rpund to see the keg 
opened and much to their dismany 
they found a few silver dollars on 
top with only nails underneath. So 
the bank never was opened and 
the post office lasted only four 
months 

' 

• 

.. 

and. postmaster. 

•• 

Banking has changed . • • • 

but we are still 
• 1n 

... 

there pitching for the 

betterment of Lincoln 
' 

Cou11tyl .. 

• 

. ' 
~· 

. 'II> . 

SECURITY 
·BAN;K OF 
RUIDOSO 

'"' ..... 
-~ 

" 

·Member FDIC 

I 

' 

. . 

.. J 

********** 

Members of Bank Securities 
• 

•• . . ' 

Banks that believe in helping New Mexico 
and th~W-'ns. het~ng .)'.ou! 

• :;:i.! ~,~·u,: .'1,.: .~ ' 
' 1:",,, ·~ y 

"'. ~~ . 
-.,I • 

.... ::·, . 

(Old Exchange Bank) 
Originally in White Oaks. 

CITIZE~S 
STATE 
BANK 
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<Continued from Page7> dfifter:; from Texas, and there 

. and were approached by .Robert was indiscriminate robbery and 
Beckwith. · one ·of Peppin':; mayhem. ·In December, some 
deputies, and three other men. McSween men, perhaps headed by 

Someone in the McSween party Billy th~ Kid, reoccupied Lincoln, 
fired. and Beckwith fell. His while Dolan and some followers 
companions immediately hurried to Fort Stanton for 
returned. the fire. and McSween protection. 
fell de~d across the'iie~d body of Meanwhile President Hayes, 
l3eckvath. All the rest o£ Me· having read tbe letters written 
Sween's companions were also :earlier bY. Leverson, and 
shot dead; except for one man w~o receiving reports from a special 
lay badly wounded., Tbe Peppm federal agent jn Lincoln. deter~ 
men looted Tunstall s store, and mined to remove GQvernor Axtell. 
sang and danced in the streets of He replaced him with a regular 
Lincoln. Army general .. named Lew 

. 
,;. 

After th!s bloody encounter, the Wallace, who ba9 orders to end ., ~~ •• ::.::.. · 

. ' 

,. . .. 

• . .. . . . 
• • 

• . 

" Lincolo CoWlty War began slowly the troubles in Lincoln County, • -~ .... • 
to ab~te. As. McSween wa~ dead Wallace issued a proclamation of .The hou:>e on the right was lhe·Montano bouse nater the Garcia house) in this Lincoln street 
and his faction scattered, It was amnesty to persons who had been scene in the early 19005• The middle house is the" Salas hous6; just beyond iUs the James Ramsey 

, evident_ that the Dolan people h~d involvj!d in the Lincoln Couty War. house., • • 
won.Still,thespa~eofVtolencedld Trymg to reclaim some part or c • . T • 
not cease immedtately. 1 . her !tusband's share of the Tun· in 1884• In the same year, Chisum . ap1tan . ownstte· 

For some weeks tlt~re were stall estate, Mrs. McSween hired a died of a tum?r· Polan lost his . .,_. , . _ . . . 
r min))r clashes between Dolan and lawyer named Houston Chapman. store to T.B. Catron by mortgage 

... McSween . Ptu:tiS<ins. Mrs. Me· Chapman was har.rassed by fore~los.ure ~n.d went into 
· "Sween fled Lmc~lnrA Mormon so\diers: frt~m Fort ~t.a.nton, and terr1_tor1~1 pohtlcs for twenty 

colony on Ch1sum 's • range, was finally, according to tile most · ~ears, dymgJn l898 •. John Riley .. 
threatened by the Seven Rivers relia~le evidence, shot and.ffilled returned to ranching and 
cowboys for having remained by Dolan in a quarrel. When prospered; he died in 1916. Susan 
neutral, decamped fo~ Las Vegas. GovernorWallaceheardthisnews McSween remarried in' !884 and 
Shortly thereafter', Chisum he came down to Lincoln, put lived untill931. 

The Capitan townsite ap-· taken up with 1\ •• •• W.C. Me· 
parently changed hands in 1911, ·Ponald. However, Mr. McDonal<i 
according to a newslettet <territorial governor) is so bus> 
pul,llisbeduby·tlte -officers ~f the '. captpaignip.g .. that . it. mp.y take 
Lincoln National Forest dated some time to get a reply from llim: ··· 
Octl~tSer, 1911. " • -The barn nnd stoCk shed and 

The item in ,the newsletter corral at the Baca Ranger Station 
reads: is practically completed. And himself, and several other big Dolan under arrest !or the murder 

cattlemen as well, began to of Chapman, <ind met secretly 
r~move all . their stock. from w!f!l Billy the Kid to arrange his 
~ncoln County 'The unsettled pardon in exchange for testimony. 

.. state or the area attracted new Colonel Dudley was tried in the 

..It is rumored that the Capitan work on the others at the different 
Town Site has changed hands and stations which hn:) been delayed 
that Mr. p.G. Peters now bas on account oC the tack or a carp
control, in any case town lots have .enter will commence after the 
advanced <askmg price> about 100 election November 7. · 

• 

' <._• .. 

J oTw lJiilir\' .. . 

• 

... ... 

c~vil courts for his failure to 
protect life and property and for 
conspiracy with the Dolan faction, 
and acquitted. Dolan was tried for 
thq murder of Chapman, and 
acquitted. · 

Billy the Kid, meanwhile, ap
proached Chisum with a demand 

• < for $!!00 in payment for his ser· 
-~ vices to the Tunstall·McSween· 

... " •,: Chisum. faction. He pointed out 
that })e. had fought the cattle 
theives led by Jesse Evans, who 
had stolen Chisum cattle. Chisum 
refused to pay anything, not losing 
his usual composure even under 
threats. The Kid wavered, put 
away the pistol he had drawn, but 
sv.:ore that he would steal 

.. 

• 

percent. lt is hoped that the .. on account of the heavy stand· 
arrangements _made with the of gamma grass over the enUre 
former owner m regard to a ~·oresl the (ire. danger will be 
building site for Supen·isor's considerably augmented and a 
headquarters \~ill not be affecU!d. sh~rp lookout will be imperative. 
In other ite.ms m the newsletters, tinc~ln Forest personnel in 
the followmg news wrui tran· .. Octobl!r or 1911 wCJre as follows! · 
smittcd: . . . . Jam.es H. Kinney, Forest · 
· ··Mr. R.R. McPherson ts Supervisor, Capitan; James A. 
erecting a building in· Capitan to Scott, LeeR. York John L. Bryan 
be used by him in conducting a Jr., forest rangc~s or assistant 

• y,•' general mercant!lc busi~ess. forest rangers, all of Capitan: 
.. • ~ . • t ~ • '.t· '· • ··The burro which met tts death Ralph L. Bateman assistant 
, , ;, " ~ .. 1' ; IA:!i' tb"'!'gh accident v:llitc being used • Glencoe; J obn a.' Collll"•n: 

· : ~f-":'\-.~·:.f!.~ .. ;.. · sr;;, by Forest Serv1cl' m eonstructmg assistant, Lincoln·, John' V. 
··~~~t'~ ; ~~ :/ ~' the north Capitan Trail was paid Hobbie, assistant Richardson 

• . . for by the For<'st officers in N.M.; Lewis J. Mu~t:eu, assistant 
charge or the work. ranger, Holloway, N.M.; Ben· Pal Carrt~tt 

' .. ··Forest Assistunt Thos. I· jamin 1"'. Naborus, assistant, 
·· · ·· · good as his· · -~--~-· . . . "· ···....,{II , k of the t\lamo Forest Progresso, N .M.. and Joseph 

.. From this time he pursued .,.. · 'ffia e .. a 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• the legendary career of crime that naj_~ance of the Lincoln com-

led him to death at the hands of ..~ mencing November 1. Mr. Me· • • • • • • Sh.erir£ Pat Garrett in 1881. · Cullough will inspect the entir!! • • . •· Garrett was elected sheriff of .. BONITO CITY Forest giving particular attention ••• • • • Lincoln County late in 1880, and Aileen Lindamood to the burned ovet' area on the • • 
0 

• • • • 

• • ••• 

• • •• 
• • 

captured the Kid and two ac· · <EDITOR'S NOTE: ~e story of summit of the Wt te Mountains. 
complices on December 21, communities in Lincoln County is ··The Supervisor CJamM H. 

iaoaerrtm~Jr~~~~~~~e=t~hre~m~1Ji~n~ri~an~sla~b~;a~n~· ""dp~r~etty well told in a history ot Post Kinney, CapitanJ macle a trip over 
I lli~~~~f~1:.;11~~e~1;~~~!~~~fth~e~ White Mountain District 

! twenty-five miles from Fort the 1962 "A History of Lincoln 
: Sumner. A chunge of venue for the County Post · Offices," written the 

to go for : Kid had been standing for two primarily by postmasters at the cellent. 
· . . ·, ·. . ! y~ars, ~ver siqce he had arranged' time or former postmasters or ··The matter of cooperation in 

. ,, ~. .• : With Wallace to be tried. He was persons closely associated . with · the construction of . the Block 
: aken to Mesilla, there tried for Pos.t Offices.> Ranch-telephom· .me has been 
• the killing of Sheri · ra y an · · · ' 
: found guilty. He was brought back Bonito City, a silver mini~g....._·~~····••n•• 

1 : to Lirtcoln to be hanged, but killed town about 1880, was located in the · 

ex· 

_super 

SC'pt. 22, 1900 ' 
IWhiteOaks Eagle> 

... "Six delegates selected. to 
attend the county Republican 
convention at Lincoln: Chas. ·o . 
-Mayer.; T.W. Hemani Wm. E . 
B1anchard; R.E. Lund; Jose 
Serranco, Marshall St. John. 

county froltl Ltnco 
Capt. Baca, Sepio Salazar, Juan 
de la Garza, Manuel Gonzales, 
Porfirio Chavez, Geo. w. Pippin. 
H. Moeller, Cleto Chaves. 

• 

·-··· . .., 
• • • • • • • • • 

A mer .. ·can & .. ~ his two guards and escaped. Pat widest part of Bonito Canyon, the .. I .. Garrett found him at the house of site of which is now Mvered by 
. . . . : Pete Maxwell at old Fort Sumner Bonito Lake. When Chas. Metcalfe 

. ··. · · : around midnight'~ of July i3, and was appointed p<Jstmaster August 
~ui lders Block 

M. e· XI· can : shot him dead in a dark bedroom. 24, 1ss2 its population was around 
· · · ... , :,. pte Jesse Evans gang headed· 500 inhabitants. . · 

• • • • • ... 
• 

:. P. 0. Box 1633 
0 

• -, • I .. 
. : back to theBig.Bend coutr~ aftet' .. L.ewij; W. ~ou,rne 1became 

f 
· d' : the War. ·Ther~. they were scat· • posttna·ster February 12', 1894 ·a.nd 

. Roswell, N .. M. 88201 
Phon~: (505J 622-1321 • • 

. ' 

. ' • • 0 

•• 
'- 0 

.QQ · .-' _;_;._ -· : tered by Texas Rangers. Evans . was a great grandfather of Mrs. 
· . , , . ' i hirilselflanded ·in the penifentiary, . Blye Skinner Cox who stillliv~s at 

. : escaped after a year and a half NogaL . · . . R.u· to· n'_s· : and disappeared. Jtiart- B. Patron, The incident most remembered 
• . : · the,probate derkand leader of the about. the tow.n was 'the tragic 
: · . . . : native New· Mexicans, was afraict ¥-ayberry · murder there. · The 

•• 
• • • • 

; 1000
1 

¥-f. 2ndz ·to stay _in Li_nc¢In 'after the_ deatl\ en.~ire.fa~ily.~as wiped~ut·with. 
: II of McSween .. He moved to Puerto . the . of one daqghtet. · 

:. ~'~~·~-~~~-~--~-~~~L~~~frrn~h~e~w~a~s~s~h~o~t~a~n:d~~~-Th~-:e~;g~~~1~w~a~s~··~d~is~c~o~~~in~u~e~d~' . . -

• •" • •• •• • • •• • •• • """ • ·,·" • • •• ••·•: · sent to Parsons. 
' .. 0 ~"' 
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P. q. Box FF . . ~ . . 
Las Cruces, N. M. BSOOl 
Phone ( 505) 524-:rea'3 · 
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Mrs. Nettie Lemon, who came brothpr was among the victims. 

to White Qaks in 1887 with her sea The mine was the famous 
captain tamer aiidlier mother ana -HOme5take. 
family in· a covered wagon, has 
manY fond memories of the· old 

,, -·· -

' 
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Samoa. He married the daughter 
of missionaries there. Mrs. 
Lemon's brothers and sisters 
were born in Samoa except for 
one. . 

customers-10 centS a quart-Irom , where he was asseyor. White Oaks 
a wagon. · produced four and a baH million 

Mrs. Lemon recalls when the dollars in gold in 20 years or so of 
White Oaks stage was robbed of activity. 

· mining towri where she grew up 
and was graduated from high 
school. 

But most memories are 
pleasant .of life in early-day White 
Oaks and later Carrizozo. 

When the family moved to 
Carrizozo in 1902, "there were 
only two or three houses here," 
Mrs, Lemon recalls. 

Her father was born in Scotland 
in 1835 and ran away to sea at the 
age of 14. He had his own sailing 
vessel. 

gold bullion which was on the way Parker wkote: "The forces of 
to the mint at' Denver. The good and eVil-never did battle it 
robbery occurred at the Taylor out in the saloons and on the 
Station overnight stop in the streets of White Oaks. Gamblers 
Malpais where Louis Naida's and goodtime .girls never cut She also has some memories 

that aren't good at alL Mrs. 
Lemon resides in Carrizozo and 
has since the tum of the century 
except for a time spent in Kansas. 

One of the unpleasant memories. 
for Nettie Lemon was the death of 
her brother in a mine accident at 
White Oaks. Miners had set three 
dynamite charges, and only two of 
Ulem apparently were heard to go 
off. · 

The miners finally figured that 
two charges had exploded at the 
same time-accoWlting for the 
three. • ,, 11 

They were mistaken. 
When the miners went into 

· J.check ,pn what th!} dynamite had 
/.accomplished, the third charge 
went or~ during drilling. Her 

. ' '" 
\, .. 

Mrs. Lemon lives in Carrizozo 
now with a niece, Mrs. Ellen 
Queen Cady, who was born in 
White Oaks in 1902. 

Mrs. Cady's father, Ed Queen, 
was a miner w)lo took over the 
mines about 1902 with two 
partners, Allen Lane and D.L. 
Jackson, Negro, who lived deep 
into his 90's at White Oaks. 

Queen and partners sold out to 
eastern interests aJ>out 15 years 
after they took over th'e mines
whieh had begWl to fade by just 
after 1900. 

Mrs. Lemon's father, John Lee, 
had been around the world several 
times and finally settled in 

He did not leave Samoa until 
1875, living in Virginia, New 
Orleans and Texas before arriving 
in White Oaks in 1887 via covered 
wagon. 

The wagon trip was not without 
incident. Almost· -all of the Lee 
livestock died after drinking 
alkali water along the .Pecos near 
Carlsbad. 

Captain Lee first ran a dairy in 
White Oaks, then a meat market 
and finally tile "Little Casino" 
saloon and the "Headlight" saloon 
in Carrizozo. 

Mrs. Lemon's first job was a 
teaching position on the Block 
Ranch near Capil:'an in 1904. In 
l900 she moved to Carrizozo to 
teach, but only for nine months 
after which she became 
associated with the old-Exchange 
Bank--Carrizozo's first bank 
located in what Is now the Masonic 
building. 

She worked at the bank until she 
married R.E. Lemon in 1911. He 
was cashier for the El Paso 
Southwestern railroad. 

Lemon went to work for the 
· ' Wildcat Leasing Co. in White Oaks 

and later kept books for the power 
plant, the mine af1d the White 
Oaks Mercantile Co. there. 

They moved from White Oaks to 
Carrizozo In 19llr, never to~teave: 

Mrs. Lemon re~lls making the 
milk run in White Oaks with her 
father. Milk was delivered to the 
mines in 10 gallon cans and pints 
and quarts were dipped out to 

ranch is now. much of a figure there. 
She recalls the posse leaving "It was, in truth, a pretty 

White Oaks--but the robbers civilized place with churches and 
apparently were never caught. schools, literary societies and 

White Oaks social life centered dramatic clubs, educated 
aroun~ churches and church immigrants from the east, 
groups and group "sings" Mrs. gentlemen and ladies who knew 
Lemon 1·ecalls. White Oaks also their way around In the world. 
had a choral club. Teachers were "lt was not Cambridge, 
sophisticated-from the east. Life MassachUsetts, of course, but 
was on a pretty high plane. neither was it Bridger's Wells or 

Baseball was a major White ~ Poker flat. The boys went off to 
Oaks sport. Mrs. Lemon played on college and came back to marry 
a girls' team which "oftea- beat the local girls." It sounds almost 
the boys.'' too normal and healthy to be true. 

Buggy racing for, adults was Historian Morris Fulton of 
another sports,, along with horse Roswell wrote: "The ~ople of 
racing. Mrs. Lemon says she and White Oaks came mostly from an 
her brothers and sisters sp~t Eastern environment that had 
many long winter nights listening made them sensible and ta...,.r 
I.Cl Captain Lee and their mother abiding. Saloons, gambling halls 
tell of their days in the Samoan and other means of recreation and 
Islands. stimulation ... they would not 

She remembers a favorite tale tolerate; but they did not intend to 
about her adventurous father. let White Oaks become a 

The incident occurred after the rendezvous for 'murders, horse 
German takeover of the islands and cattle theives, and escaped 
from England. convicts ... "' 
' The German flag was flown White Oaks began to fade after 
over the English flag. two fathers put such a high price 

Captain Lee, "after a little on land wanted by the railroad to 
partying,'' Mrs. Lemon said, took put a spur Into White Oaks that the 
it upon himself to climb the flag railroad Instead went to Capitan. 
pole ,,and puJl down the German Morris, in fact, says White Oaks 
flag. He ended up in jail that night, committed suicide because the 
but was rescued by his missionary railro~d was badly needed to haul 
father-in-law. ore from the mining community. 

White Oaks of Mrs. Lemon's But White Oaks lives on-a few 
years there was something else. residents still reside there. 

Morris B. Parker tells about it But the population Is nothing 
in his book "White Oaks." Parker like the 2,500 it was In its heyday 
tells of his years in White Oaks when Nettie Lee was a student • 

Gold ore found 
there in the same class as Bill 
Gallacher. But his story Is another 
one. 

the Ozane Stages, brought the 
mail. This service was a great 
improvement over mail delivery 
before the post office was opened. 
According to the story a passerby 

-omny........P'l'JS't---6fi'iet:~L-Wf"itk~n--41/.QU,~tmng..t.n~~l1~· l..Xhc. Jettcrv.L 
would then be tied loosely on a 
burro and the burro made to 
gallop down the trail strewing 
letters for the miners to pick up. 

<EDITOI\'S NOTE: The story of 
communities In Lincoln County Is 
pretty well told in a history or Post 
Ofrices. This article· appeared in 
the t!JG2 "A. Ills tory or Uncoln 

... 

primarily by postmasters at the 
time or former postmasters or 
persons clos,e,ly associated with 
Post Orrices. l · · ' 

WIIITE 01\KS 
Hoy Harman 

In the year 1879 a traveler to 
California rested from his journey 
for a brief lime with two 

· prospectors who were- camped at 
White Oaks Springs between 
Palos and Carrizo Mountain. In 
order to plot his westward course 

' 

lL---------"'""'t:t1t!"tF.a~ler walked from __ c_amf! to . . 

The closing of the Post Office 
after seventy-four years marked 
the end of a community wh1ch 
started as one of the most 
promising in New Mexico. White 
Oaks is ric_h in legend of the west. 
Emerson Hough wrote a novel 
about it and called it "Heart's 
Desire". To many it was just that 
and to a great many others it had 
'brought only heartache. 

. ~-. ~~ik..··~'":: .. ~~ ~~ ~U. ~ "'J. a distant high ridge. On his way he 
~~ ~-'l\~~~..r ~!Y ~~ 

1 

sat down to rest and while sitting 
· ' there picked up some rocks he April 12,1900 

FOOTWEAR 
OF 

DISTINCTION 
FOR 

THE ENTIRE 
FAMILY 

... 

' • 

• 
•.. . .• : 

" 

' 

thought were pretty and put them STAYING AT THE HOTEL 
in his pocket. When he returned to GALLACHER 
camp he showed the rocks to his 0900 White Oaks Eagle> 
hosts who recognized the rocks as Hugh Strong, Carrizozo; F.M. 

CANTRBI.L VOLI{S"\V AGE. goldore.Theyaskedtobeshown Howell, Angus, N.M.; John 
thespotwheretherockscouldbe Eakers, Nogal, N.M.; S.J. 
foundandthe-nextmorningwhile Freudef!thal, El Paso;. John 
the traveler proceeded on his way Poston, Carrizozo; F. I. Marsh, 
the prospectors were busily C I a r e n c e M o u I t o . 
staking. claims. This incidl'!nt O.A.C.M.; Lum Bifield, Nogal; 
resulted in the 'white Oaks gold Liv Rrannum, Ranch; Henry 
rush and the establishment of the Hall, Block Ranch; R.L. Ronsom, 
post office, June 4, 1880. A.N. Price, Jicarilla; Jas. 

' ' INC. 
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2000 WEST SECOND .ST 
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JIM CANTRELL The White oaks Post Office was Woodland, Chas, Campbell, 
named for the trees at the old Carriz.ozo; F.Ht P~yne, El Paso; 

· spring· a~n M. McCutcheon J.H. Ltghtfoot, Capt tan; S.I. Bean, 
: ~- was theft stmaster. A stage New York. <Tfter~ were two 

~.,~~~~ line from n Antonio, New hotels; Hotel Gallacher and Hotel 
· Mexico to Roswell, operated by7 Ozanne.) 
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1'111 Uttcoln ClllltyNews IJRt- P111tiO I 

': ·:--~...-.r-~-~~--~-:._· ~~~-~ Par• s us town .I 

• 

-

• 

' . • 
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• I . . 

· -- -- -- ------~- -- -- · ---- --- ----------- ~W<l1-s--<leli'l'erE~d-IOy---car~--iei~_____]3~ .... ~* 
<EDITO~'S.NO~: The story of suppose from N . closed mail handled througn 

--- ______ ' _______ -~---" . ·-----···---. . ....... 

communities m Linc?ln County Is families left in tbe upper Boiuto the Parsons Post Office, and Mr. 
. pre!iy well ~~din. a h1story of Post VA!J.!ly,'i;Utru- lllost'of tbem_sQld out Consbruc}( ... went to Parsons and 

-Qfflces. Th1s, arJ•cle appe~ed- in ··'t<tthe ·southem Pacific Railroad itelJ)ed Fat~er with the maU." -
the 1962 ·~A H1st~ry of. L~coln Company but that delivery was High opetating cost closed tbe ' • 

•• 
• 

-
' .. . • • 

• • 
, The Old Parsons Mill high above B,pnito Lake and before Bonito; 
Lake is pictured in its heyday. The bllls are much more forested 
today. ' 

• 

1 -

---~ . 

.f!ll£1f.l, AJ.UI.\_ - . 
PW ¥1 jj_l$li!bi I; __ .~~:! 

J 
•• 

I " ., • 

.Mr. and Mrs. J.M. Rice and ~U,ghters, Helen-and Cbarl?tte .are _ 
pictured on the,steps of tbe Parsons Inn CHotel). Mr. R1ce was. 
proprietor or tbe hotel and also was the postmaster-tbe Post Of£icc 
located in the hotel. The photograph was taken in the early 1900s- • 
high up Bonito Canyon. • 

·co_un~y. Posr Offices," wr1tten discontin~ed. _ mines inearly 1920. The building 
p_nmar1ly by postmasters at the , ~~During the early years at that was once the lpn is about all 
tame or _former postn_tasters _or Parsons, Mr. H. -consbruck that is left of tbe once busy 
persons _closely assocaa~~d w1th (Herman) was postmaster ~t comml1Dity. 
Post Off1ces.> · . t , ., 

Bht~er · postman PARSONS 
Dorothy R. Parnell 

Parsons, nestled at the foot of 
Nogal Peak in the heart of tbe 
Sierra Blanca Mountains, was a 
bustling little commtmity about 
tbe ...turn of the century. The 
promising gold mine$ attracted 
many investors from tbe east and 
otber sections or tbe country, 
Extra revenue derived from tbe . . . 
mininS activity was a boon to the 
ranchers of the area, as well as to 
the outsiders tbat flocked in fol' 

k ~ • wor • 
A building contractor from 

. . In the year 1866,- when the Post 
(EDITOR'S N()l'E: The story of Office of South Fork was 

communities in.Lincoln County is established tbere were a score or _ 
pretty well ~old m. a history of Po~t ntore of these ex-soldiers living 
Offices. T~as a~acle appea:ed m witbin'·a radius of some fJ.fty mUes 
the 1962 'A Htstory ?,f L~coln of South Fork. A few of tbese 
C~unty. Post Offices, wr•Uen. fellows could :read and write bUt 
pramarlly by postmasters at the most of tbem could not and it was 
time or former post!Dasters .or apart of the Postmast~x:s' duty to 
persons clos~w ..associ11•ed with write their letters ancf read their · 
Post -Offices.) mail,. to them. -

SOUTHFORK • In 1874, the~South Fork Post 
' · CORRINE McNATT' Office was moved to Blazer's Mill 

At theclase of the Civil War, e"· and· Dr. J.H. Blazer ser\red. as 

years. 'lb~e wer~. tJ:oubled times, 
tbe Lincoln County War was in 
full swing and Blazer's Mill and 
tbe Soutb Fork Post Office w,ere 
tbe scene of at least one bloody ~ 
battle of that war. 

Sometime during tbe year or 
1885, the Post Office was moved 
again. This time to tbe home of the • 
Indian Agent, and re-designated 
Mescalero, New Mexico. 

r 
July 19,1000 
Uleadline> 

"ROCK. ISLAND COMING 
THROUGH WHITE OAKS! 

To Connect Immedia:tely 
Nov. 22, 1900 · 
meadllne) 
"GIGANTIC ENTERPRISE FOR 
LINCOLN COUNTY 

The Bethlehem Steel 'company· 
Purchases Thousands of Acres. 

" ... • . " c ' .• . • ~ 

Aug. 23,1900 
< lleadllnc} . 

"Coal production in Lincoln 
County -88,060 Tons" 
WIIITE OAKS EAGLE 
May 14.1900 <llcadline> 

. . . 

of E.S. wos postmaster then. The fir~t Postmaster • 
father had inherited the mine . -(1~1-taH:H:H:H:H:H:~:H:H:~:H:H:H:H)(H)(H)(H®l®l~®-~~~:®~~ 

A_.·POST OFFICE 

fr()m a brother who was drowned .g - · ·-
·. in•a,lake near Las Vegas, New 

Mel(ico. . 
"When I came to New Mexico in 

1902 Fafucr was postmaster and 
served until the summer of 1923. 
We moved to Lincoln after 

LINCOLN DURHAM'S 
• 

LINCOLN .. 
'• . 

~--,---

tbe lime he served 
and after health failed. We 
turned it over to Lizzie Grafton 
when we .left but it was 
discontinued a short time later as .. 
they sold their home and moved to 

&Ml:RCURY 

.. 

... . . 

I'. . 

> "' 
•' 

' . j . 

•• 

Angus. 
"When we came in 1902 mail 

was delivered by. l\1r. Bingham 
The Wingfield sisters are shown in 19~4 outside 'tne Whipple Cafe ~ horse back from -Angus. Later 

-in Ruidoso witb their teacher. Pictured are Howard and Ted cam~ from Nogal by horseback, 
· · o-T. • D u d 1 o 1 one of three McDaniel brotbers 

Presser, Harold Lafferty, uude Brow~ng, e a an pa delivering over the hill. They were 
Wingfield and tbe teacher, Mrs. Ted Browning. ' -followed by Marion Hust. After 

· Paris Exhibition autos ·came into us\!, Jim 
· • · - . ') Gatewood bro\lght mail hra _small. 

tWHITE OAKS EAGLE, Jan. In one mining exhibit atthe P~tris · ear around ~ogalltill and Capitan 
22 1-90-o> - •· exposition will be seen the most. Mesa,· down_ ·· Crockett Canyon to·· 

Prof. ·J.C; ·Carrera, rwho is remarkable );>ieee of gold ore yet the Bonito.and up tbe-valley to 
collecting New Mexico's IV,Iineral brought from •the. b~wels _ ?f _ the Parsons. ~he mail route from 
Exhibit for.the Paris Exposition,· earth thro~gh the mgenulty of · . Carrizozo 'to Roswell had been 

/. . s~ys a _numoer of good_things _!lla~, .A p1ece ?£ gypsum, ·not e5tablishe(i by tbat time· and 
· about the White OakS' ·country ... : ynhke a piece. of ace penetrated ~y Parsons' mail was left and 

"At prese~;~t tlte to~n of.:Whit(};_,.wires of vi~gm gol~;. makes t'his collected at Nogal. 

' '• 

' . 

INC •. 
Billy Durt\am 

· Res. Phone 622-7614 
• 

FACTORY AUTHORIZED 
SALES & SERVICE 

·USEort.ARS ... 
,, ~ 

90l s .. Main . * _- Roswell 

.(623~2630 . .1 
; . -

" 

•• 

O.aks is somewhat ·qwet, but tbe . tbe most umqlle specame~ of gold "After the 
. . OlcLAb.unine there is producing _ore ever seet1·anywhere.~p ~~r:~i~~~~ift-~)ii;Hfi~-· ·~~Q;~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~_;;;,;;;;.,;;;;;~-~;;(~~ • handsome returns· for its owners. · <What happened to tlie · was poStmaster I IJ 
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' .. • • 

.. 



' 
' =ol.'t"-''T· •, ~~ ',iic. <.. ,,._ . t ,. 

' • -,:, . 
' ·-·-·· - ~ -

' 
~ 

' -- ·--- ----- •• 4- • 
• • 

' 
( The Lincoln County New• Bicentennial lnue-Spedallnaert·· Page A • • 

• • 

t t ster r 0 ••• 
·< 

••• . . -_ .. 

CAPITAN 
····· · Ann Earling-and Oleta V. Cloud 

·carrizozo on Highway 31!~, at an 
elevation of 6,350 feet. 

only postmaster while the town 
was under the name of Gray. He 
served from August 20, 1894, when 
the post office was first 
established, until October 11, 1900, 
when .the town of Gray was 
renamed Capitan. 

same building. They had shopping 
centers in the early days, too! 

to Pine Lodge. 
The town of Capitan is the home 

of "Smokey the Bear", th& 
national symbol of Forest Fire · _Capitan, New Mexico iii located 

in · the mountainous region of 
Lincoln County, 70 miles west of 
Roswell and · 20 miles east of 

Before Capitan acquired its 
name in 1900, the town was called 
Gray, so named for Seaborn T. 
Gray who owned most of the land 
in the area, and who~lso was the 

About 1899 to the north and west 
of Capitan one and one half miles 
was the bustling coal minipg town 
of Coalora. The town started with 
tents for living quarters and one 
tent was used for a school. Later 
houses were built by the Phelps 

At present the Capitan Post 
Office serves a population of 
nearly 700, besides the patrons on 
two Star Routes. The two Star 
routes run from Capitan to the 
Alto Post Office and from Capitan 

·Prevention and it is hoped that 
some day a commemorative 
stamp will be issued honoring 
"Smokey" . 

{ 

• 

• • 

• 

' 

• 

• 

• 
" . ';;.:. __ " -~ •ot~ .. .. 

:-~~~'"'"" .-"' ... ~. 
- '$\w> -• iJ" <> ·,. - ~..;. " .. 7 ... . - ,,. -"' 

·- ~~--- · 'J'his Tstlie"Tfisworlh home as arappeamt--after-eonstruction in 
1908 in Capitan. Jack Shaw and wife, Frances Gardenhire Shaw, 

. purchased the property 18 years ago. It remains a beautiful, 
spacious old home--now surrounded by trees and shrubs. 

,-
' • 

IJ 

Holly.ivood •• •• 

- · Dodge Coal Company who at that 
time operated the coal mines. 
About a year later the railroad 
was built to Capitan and was used 
principally to haul coal to 
Carrizozo, New Mexico. Many 
runs were made both day and 
night moving coal from several 
mines in ·and around Coalora. 

1~Because of a greater quantity of 
coal owned ,by Phelps Dodge 
elsewhere, the Coalora mines 

. wereoclosed most of the buildings 
were moved to Dawson, New 
Mexico. A few buildings that were 
moved to Capitan' after the mines 
were closed about 1905 still stand. 
The office was discontinued July 
31, 1905. 

The records show, that there 
were three post offices north of 
Capitan M'ountains, Encinosos, 
Richardson and Spindle. Encinoso 

• (EDITOR'S NOTE: The stoty or highway. When Miller retired in was established on May 25, 1915 
· ·I - -communities in Lincoln County is 194.6 Alarie V · Young was and discontinued on March 31, 

pretty well told in a history or Post appointed and the office had 1920, with Postmasters Samuel 
()rrices. This article appeared in advanced., to third class. She Farmer, Rumaldo A. Duran and 
the 1962 .. A lllstory or Lincoln moved it to a very small building Martiniano Lucero serving during 
County Post-.-•Orflces," wrltlen where there were only thirty that period. The Richardson office 
primarily by postmasters at the boxes. New equipment was hard was established on April 3, 1895 
tlnn~ or former postmasters or to come by as those were the days and discontinued on October 31, 
pN·sons-closcl_y associatctl with following World War II. In 1947 1912, with these postmasters 
Post orrJcrs.> ·Mable-Wimberly became a clerl{ serving: Antlrew M. Richardson, 

in the office and when Mrs. Young Joshua H. Steele, Henry A. Scott, 

• 

IIOI.I.YWOOD resigned two years later. Mrs. Oliver B. McKissick, Lloyd Taylor 
:\lnble Wimberly Wimberly became Postmaster. and Samuel G. Bearn. The Spindle 

The Hollywood Post Office was I•'rom those days of "home Office was established on 
establishedMay22,1926.George made".cquipmentandheatwitha f'cbruary 13, 1917 and 

.. _A. Friedembloom was the first kerosene stove a great discontinued April 15, 1920. wtth 
Postril'astcr· an(J the office was improvement is seen in the smart th{' following postmasters 
located about where Hollywood modern office with its bank line serving: Eliza M. Spindle, David 
Inn is now (1961>. Friedembloom equipment and pale green walls. E. Spindle. John J. Mills and J P 
operated a store and had come This office was dedicated Pendergrass. 
from Hollywood, Florida so that September 6, 1958 and replaced a IJpon the discontinuance of 
name was given the office. Had he building which had been rendered these three oHices north of the 
foreseen £he fli[ure with 1'l Post useless whcrntfiflytghway came · Capltan-Mourifafns. lllis area was 
Offices in the United States by the within one inch of its front door. and is now being served by a Star 
same name he might have named Grown to second class the office noutc from the Capitan office. 
it differently. There are still 13 employs three clerks beside the [•'or many years the only 
post offices with this name in the Postmaster and copes with much conveyance for carrying mail was 
country. · missent mail which results from horse drawn buggies and hacks 

In 1932 E.E. Mt'iler became so many offices bearing the same and not until 1912 or 1913 was any 
postmas~er and m?ved the office name. Not. many celebrities in . mail transported to the Capitan 
to the Mtller .rarm JUSt east of the dark glasses stroll th_e streets ~f office by automobile. 
present. htghway. As the Hol_l~wood, New ~ex1co, but t~ts Not always was the post office 

~~-~ .communitun:~w and the hJghw~y~tht:I!JOLPCJ..!!L Off1ceu~-~grves _1ts --.housed. in a building of its own. 

.. 

came the office was moved to the patrons well Many times patrons have been 
•• "'··-··:--"'··-···---······---r"'~-.....,"'"---71\"-~-c--:---:-· -:·--- -.---:- --- -- - --' --~- · • -· · able to get their mail and buy their 

. . -~ -, . 
• . . 

. ,. ~ ; .;- . . ~ . ,, .. ' ~~-'- ~ ·-.. 
' ..-, ·- ., ' 

• ... 
. . .. 

. . 

'ijte Fosters were neighbots of the Gardenhires eight miles north 
of Capitan In the. late teens. · . -

dry goods and groceries in the 

HOGLE 
Hoy llarman 

Bogle was establisht>d nt>ar the 
site of the former Hurlburt office. 
Following the pattern of the 
earlier office it was named for 
·James L. Bogie. a pumper for the 

· raih:oad at the Coyote pump 
stalion. He ·oecame the first 
Postmaster when the office was 
opened November 15,· 1919. Bogle 
was- succeeded by Charles ·Lester 
Williams and he by Mrs. Mattie 
Stewart before the office was 
closed Seotember ;3. 1925. 

:'\utt•s: :\la1-ch 2:!,19110 
1!100 White Oaks Eagle> 

"John Gallacher is out looking 
after the ranch his mother 
recently purchased from Spence 

,. ·Bros. in Mesa del Gallo." 

-~~~--~-..... ----:---=~=~-~-·-=-- --- --- - -··--.---- -~ • • . 

·This is the eighth grade In Capitan In 1926. Mrs. Jack Shaw 
1 Frances Gardenhire> is shown third row, second from left. She 
provided the picture. Can you find Madeline Clark Cheney, <third 
row first left> who resides today in Capitan; Hilda Key Young, Dub 
Cla;k, resident of Capitan; Helen Keller Pfingsten, Amelia Fritz 
McKnight <who lives near Tinnie>, Mrs. Eunice Hust Jones, of 
Carrizozo, Berry Craig, Joe Evans, Bessy Ferguson, Mora 
Ferguson Titsworth, Ruth LaMay Young, Pearl Pfingsten, Ann~e 
Parker, Louise Fritz, Maudie Fritz, Callie Morris, Warren 
Rockwell, Percy Parker, Mrs. LeRoy McKnight, Gene ?rockwell 
and others. 

•• Tinnie -is old •• 
T1~~1E 

,\rthur l'lem l'nls 
The post office at Tmnie was 

established in 1903 under the name 
of Analla but was changed to 
Tinme m 1909tn honor of the small 
daughter of Mrs. Oney Hamond 
Mrs. Hamond was postmaster 
until April 7, 1914 when Henry D 
Murray was appointed. He was 
followed by Andrew N. Coward. 
October 22, 1921. Mrs H.amond 
aga1n became postmaster 
January 6, 1923 and w1th the 
cxcep!ion or a shor[ orealt when 
Waltt•r B. Hose was postmaster 
sht• continued until her 
ret1rement. Mrs. Vtrgtnia 
Hamond Guest. her daughter, 
followed her as postmaster and 
served until Arthur Clements was 
appointed December 12, 1959. 

Robert 0. Anderson of Roswell 
bought the building in 1959 and • 

dec1ded to preserve the old 
country store He spent several 
thousand dollars, adding a porch 
all around the building, a tower 
and a pavillion besides puttmg tn 
the Silver Dollar Bar and a steak 
house. Many of the old thmgs were 
m the place but a lot more were 
gathered from as far away as San 
Franc1sco by John Meigs an artist 
who lives at San Patricio Meigs 
was comm1ss1oned by Mr. 
Anderson to plan and oversee the 
building. The bUilding program IS 
about finiShed but the searcll for 
anttques and other interesting 
memonbha continues 

"Th{' telephone from Wh1te 
Oaks to Carrizozo station 1s up and 
m use While Oaks had the report 
of the proceedings of the Kansas 
Ctty Convention just as readily as 
any railroad town in the country." 

tJ'he onl~ Savings til Loan 
~ou'll ever need. 

SAVINGS & LOAN 
ASSOCIATION-

ftostHII ~Ruidoso 

---·~--- . 
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Coal field ~ttracts. 
promoter Chas. Eddy ••• 

-,. ... 

• IIi • • 

-: .... " 

,- -- L 

.··. 'i .... 

•• • • 

Coal coacnes-....:call'ip'tng out nights,'··-·· 
and precious metals drew tbe Eddy County potash mines, ·~ 'l'hey visited White Oaks, Nogal, 
attention of Charles B. Eddy, Hagerman and Eddy had a Salado, Mescalero Indian 
promoter and -fmancer in the parting of the ways, however, ;Reservation, Tularosa and other 
1890s--res!llting in railroad before 1900, and Eddy became points. 
developments · which had interested in buil=ding a railroad By Oct. 1, 1897, the eastern .. 
tremendous impact on the area from El Paso to i Oaks. capitalists (railroad and coal 
but which eventually left the Eddy saw a U · ng cattle in· 9 mining ~ecutives included) told 
miningtown of White Oaks "high dustry, coal and previous Eddy that they would back a 
aii!:i dry." " minerals mining at White .Oaks, railroad from El Paso toward 

Eddy's endeavors, however,· the possibility of a tt:~menoous White Oaks. .. -." 
belpedmakethetownofCarrizozo lumber business from the By,Oct,8,1897, the'El Paso and 
which today remains a railroad Sacramentos. Northeastern Railroad Co. had 
town to a certain extent. Before 1900 he and associates been inCorporated by Charles B • .:-

If coal fields in the Capitan area acquired the Three Rivers Ranch Eddy.·· · ··'' c. • , 

·~ . had • proved commercially of George B. Barber and took Construction was soon started 'l1te man in the center iS O.S. Steams, father of Johnson Stearns 
profitable, the entire economic options on coal mines at Salado on the 17Q-mile line with 150 miles of carrizozo, when O.S. Stearns was tr,flinmaster here. Mr. Stearns 
history of Lincoln County might near what was to become Capitan. of it to be in New Mexico. came to Carrizozo in 1910 from the Ene Railroad and was general 
have been changed. ' He and his associates super-· . The primary objective was to yardmaster here for the El Paso and Southwe~tern. •t. 

Decisions made by <::harles B. vised diamond drilling ·on mine and ship coal from the· 

• 

• 
• 

• • 

.. -

• 

• 

Eddy and decisions forced upoq Carrizozo flats and studied gold. Salidao mines. 
him regarding coal fieldS in mining properties at White Qaks. OnA.prill3,1898, Oliver Lee sold 
Lincoln County had . tremendous At the time, El Capitan Cattle his Ahupo Ranch t 1 water rights ~ 
effect on the history of Lincoln Co. ran ovei 40,000 head of cattle, totheitddybrother~:The townsite 
County ~t the tttrn of tpe century. the. Carrizozo Company, 30,000 of Alamo Gordo (as it was first 

William A. Kel}her, historian; ·head and AJJgus VV. ranch, 20,000. known) was laid out. La Luz · ~· 
tells the. story in 'The Fabulous All business for a railroad.. became a boom town with ~e "1'< 

~~···~··············· 
*. ' . ' • 11 

· Let1s Tal'k : 
• 

• 

• 

· · -~ - ~ 1• •.. · Fr~n!i~:~re~~~ricerruns cllailes --an~rti~a,-~~p~~SW;tSn;~K. · ~~ --·· ra~~~i~~~tiv~n~rlli~!~~roifd ·~ · 
aishop Eddy, HcUeher: tells the cast converged on this area of company obtaiqcd .options on ~ 

. story. c~ • NcwM:exicotostudythesituation. some 75 ranches in the 
Eddywas.theman y;howithJ.J. Oliver Lea and Albert B. Fall Sacramento Mountains--

~ Abo.ut Your 
. TJ 

• 
•• • 

• 

•• 

• • 

,. 

• 
, .. 

• 

• 

Hagerman built the Pecos V11_1ley were in the greeting party. Mter expecting to interest Penn-
railroad in the l890s-a line which leaving a private railroad car at &>Ylvania farmers in them. . 
still serves Carlsbad, Artesia and San Antonio, the group travelled By June 29, 1899, track had been 

I 

Roswell with freight shipments in splendidly appointed hacks and laid from El Paso to Three Rivers. 
By Aug. 3 of that year, the track 
had been completed to Carrizozo 
flats or White Oaks Junction (now " 

• • .. 

...... 

Carrizozo was a rallroad town in the past and remains.such today 
on a different seale. Pictured is "downtown Carrizozo" across El 

major stop. for p_ass_engera-with hotels. dining rooms, etc., in good 
supply to take care of through pass~ngers' needs, 

' 

• . 

carrizozo) • 
White Oaks residents were 

ne~ous because rumors had it 
that the railroad would bypass 
White Oaks. • 

Eddy and the railroad started a 
branch line to the Salado coal 
fields. 

CAPITAN FOUNDED 
Feb. 1, 1900, the Eddys pur·· 

chased acreage from S.G.S.T . 
Gray, platted a townsite on the old 

· &!fOrd place just across the 
Salado and named it Capitan. 

The railroad was built from 
Carrizozo io Capitan. Coal mines 

. were opened. . 
B the coal mining was 

' dlfficulUes and· the unavailability 
of acceptable grade coal in 
commercial quantities. · 

Eddy had to adniit that the 
Salado coal field was . .a .flop. By 
May 1, 1901, the coal Cield was 
abandoned and' machinery was 
pulled out or the mines • 
. Eddy took a new look at .White 
· fields .. The White Oaks 

pany was incorporated. 
But, Eddy started construction 

o£ the El Paso and Rock lsland 
from Carrizozo to the Pecos River 
(Corona-Vaughn, etc.) and 

·bypassed White Oaks--whichsoon 
· became virtually a ghost town. 

· Eddy soon thereafter became 
interested in the Dawson coal 
fields in Colfax County-·a very 

Smoke llldlcates a train .on ·the track between Ca1rriz:ozo suc~essful enterprise, White Oaks 
. . . · · • · was all but forgotten. . 

Farm or Ranch 
• 

_Operation 
and 

' . 

Per.manent 
( . 

.Financing ---
.. * •• 

• 

.-.-SPECIALISTS IN.._. -
• ' .. 

/ . 
_,_,__ 

-

• 

• 

AGRICUL TURAL·FINANCING 

.. 

• 

" 

Loan Staff: 
• • 

JIM HULSE, President • 
BILL SCHWARTZi Vice President · 
PHILlP "Flip" FRIER, Asst. Vice President 
BARRY DICTSON, Field Representative 

RO.SWELL 

~·. 
. .. Capitar:l before the lirte was abandoned after a coal minin. The·railroad, however remains· e 

-c------_;itin111eth~..:ewa~iWile-l area proved to he economically UniJr~o~I~a~b~~~~;:_~:fi~:~toi-Cftfuar~rizozo and Lin· .. ·~---·----' 
Eddy, financier and promoter. , · ·, Capitan has long Val}ished • 

. • ' • •" 1 VERA CRUZ ' and \ytrtte Oaks never realized a •.. 
· • .... . .. Au'ee Lirldamoo'd tl. ···· ·····. 'it's (mlS' postmaster, Fletcher ·.-railroad dream. • · · . e • 

-.. · A . .Slake, served froql July 5, 1881 South~rn Pacific freight train.s 
-~- · ·This Post ,Office of two years . until the office was discontinued ply through Carrizo.zo and Corona · • 

... ; ,; _,_ --~--~-.E!X~~tencewa_s establish.ed to serve · on June 25, 1883• The failure oflhe , . fro~ El. Paso to yau~n daily--· e 
. . .· the' V~~a Crl,l~. gold mme located gold mine was the cause of its . which might n?t be true !fGharles • 

on the ;we.st side .of ~e Tucson,.... discontinuance and the maiL was B. Eddy .hadn t had. a big dream. • · 
Mou~tams about t~n miles east o~. sent to NogaL A P.,9rbon of that dream cat,rte .•• ·-·· •••. ·•· · •.•• ••. • .•. . . ••..• 

' ' 
' . 

. Box 1773., 216 West 3rd st. ,~ ,. 
• 

· Rosweil,. N.' M. 88201 ... 
. Ph •. (505) 622-6870 

• 

' 
. ;:' ' 

. ' 

Carr1~ozo. . : · ' true. · . .. · .. 

. ~ c ~ , ·' • -~ . ~ =~;: ;~:~:; '"' • ' • -~~~--· ·=7. r~~·~,-.,--1:1 
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iS perched •••• 
•••• ~ on mou,ltainside ~· 

I 

ALTO · ' Eugene Manlove Rhodes was a the desk. Very clearly he said, 
Aileen Lindamood teacher in the community in 1891- "School will now come to order." 

-------.. ,,Alto" is-Spanish for high and 1892: According to his smi, Alan H. It sure came to order promptly 
Alto itts~perched 7,318 feet above Rhodes at Vestal, New York, this and continued that way all the rest 

• 
I 

the sea on the mountainside. When is the story of his first day at of the term. 
the office was established May 2, school: The Grandfather of the present 
1901 William H. Walker was the "This school had the reputation postmaster was Frank Lesnett 
p()Stmaster and he' built the of being quite a tough one, the big who came through Alto witn his 
present post office building and boys were nearly in manhood wife in a Studebaker hack, drawn 
the log .cabin which stands neai- it, ~tate, and had already run off by two horses. They were on their 
The office has been moved from · several teachers who had gone· way to Ruidoso where he opened a 
time to time through thttYears but there to teach. store and became Ruidoso's first 
never very far away, I~as'been When Gene Rho.des showed up postmaster in 1882. Lesnett's son
moved from the presedWeuilding one nice morning to teach the in-law, John A. Haley, was the 
to the log cabin, from the cabin to school, the boys began to grin at father of the present postmaster. 
across the creek, then back again each other, probably thinking how Haley was a newspaper publisher 
several times depending on the much fun they were going to have at Carrizozo and served as a 
whim of the Postmaster. running this new teacher off the postmaster at Carrizozo. So 

" Alto"h~s always been, as it is place. Even the girls were Aileen Lindamood who presides 
now, a community of ranching giggling among themselves at the as the postmaster at Alto today is . 
families witb cattl~. gardens 1Uld prospect of the approaching a third generation of her family to ~allie Thompson, upper right, was the teacher for the White Oaks 
orchat;ds. Whe11 there was hilarity. serve Lincoln County in that public school in 1913. Students at the school in this picture (1913) 
abunda.nt rainfall the rancher When the pupils were aU inside capacity. She and her husband are: Lillie Lee, Ellyn Queen, Fannie Orthofer, Winnie Taylor, 
raised his own feed for stock._ the school, 'Gene drew his six- operate a store<1n connection with Hattie Littell, Lawrence Queen, John Littell, Fred Schale, Oliver 
When drier years came the cattle shooter out of the waist band of his _the office much the same as the Swain, Aileen Wells, Martha· Taylor, Beulah Lee, Florence Ward, 
were summered on the National pantsandrapp.ed right smartly on Orst postmaster did in 1901. Robbie Taylor, Mildred Taylor, Miller Price, Arthur Falerton, 

• 

. ' 

• 

,, Forest under government permit L Fred Current. Roley Ward and Leroy Ward. 

ti andwerewinteredinthevalleyon . es· net serpes 1~1·· 
· land owned by Pte ranchers. The .., Q pOSt 0 

~---·--·-·-··~---··~;~~~~~~~~~:~~t;~:--~lEDlTOR'S NOTE: The story of br'lught from Fort Stan~on by 

in sprin'g, summer and Call and communities in Lincoln County is either stag«; coach or pony <EDITOR'S NOTE: The story of class office. The families served 

ce 

• 

.. 

I 

snow blankets the earth much of prett)?well told In a history of Post express. communities In Lincoln County Is by the office are from the same 
the winter. ornces. This article appeared in Issac N. Wingfield, who became fJretty well told In a history of Post farms that were homesteaded in 

Alto has long been a favorite the 1002 "A History of Lincoln postmaster in 1921, was the son of Orrlces. This article appeared In the early days and most of these 
~unt for tourists because _of its County Post Offices." Charles Wingfield, the third the 1962 "A History of Lincoln farms are still owned by th• same 
Pl~tur~sque setting. Two RUIDOSO postmaster. During· his term of County Post ornces," written families. 

I chtnchJlla farms are . now Mannie Badillo and Joe Drydtm office the post office was moved to primarily by postmasters at the I Gr·· ngo 
operating nearby and the Sierra The first Postmaster of Ruidoso upper Ruidoso across from the time or former postmasters or ** Blanca Ski Area Dcyclopment has· was Frank Lesnet who took office Wingfield home, the location of persons closely associated with 

. brought more acttvlty. A new In 1\Iay lB82. He was a grand£ather the recent Munsey Real Estate. Post Orrlces. l 1r1r ma i·lf 
motel has been built near the Post of Mrs. Aileen Lindamood, who is. Wingfield rode horseback to and ---
Office and tourists come in larger now postmaster at nearby Alto. At from Ft. Stanton to get the mail. GLENCOE 
numbers these days, Former the time the office was established He used two horses and the trip Gladys Nosker 
resl~~nts often drop . by to it was In a building across from took all day so mail delivery was The first mall service to 
rcmtmsce. Mr. and Mrs. Tom theoldDowlin Mill. Lesnet used to two or three times a week Glencoe was without benefit of 
High o~ Walters, Oklahoma sell pigs, grain and various other depending on the weather. Post Office Department. When 
stopped m so he could show her.. products to increase his earnings. By 1937 when Jack Hull became someone from the neighborhood 
where he mailed her love letters When it was necessary for him to postmaster the mail came from was in Fort Stanton they would 
b~ck in 1904. She was Lucy Jane be away from home, Mrs. Lesnct Tularosa, via Hollywood, to pick up mail for everyone in the 
Wtlder then, or C~pitan. They and her two children would ask a Ruidoso. At that time the Fourth community and leave it at the Jap 
married August, 190a and left for neighbor to stay with them to help Class office served about three Coe Ranch <now the Bonnell 
WP-}tcrs . PY covered Wl.lgon to , protect them from wild animals hundred patrons, had twelve post Ranch). First official mail service 
make their home. He worked for and Indians. After several years office boxes and stamp sales ran came by stagecoach from San 
Elga Peebles on the Little Cre:k the Lcsnets moved the 'POSt office about $25.00 per week. Gradually Antonio, New Mexico via Fort 
~ancb and the Peebles fam!IY stdl to the still standing Old Dow lin the community became a summer Stan'ton and on to Lincoln. 
hve at Altt1 Fl~e generations o£ Millwhcretheylivedupstairsand resort. Many homes were built Jasper N. Coe. the first 
the.Pccb!t:·. famtly have received conducted the post office down and people started moving in. On Postmaster of Glencoe. sold his 
therr mml m Alto. July 15, 1938 it baeamc a Third first stamps on November..l'L 19fil .. 

rs. • ; rg ower =a=s ""'""e=en'"""='a _ _:u.aTuh:ae_o_f_fi_ce_r_e_m_a_i n-c-d.,--i n-th_e_m_i_ll_7"J";a;';:s;;;-s--;;;omt c;;;e~a;;;n;;;r;:;-a -;;c:r;e:;;r;-r;-;w~a;;-;s;-ca;;-;:r.cr.e>ri a n d m a il w a s r e c e i v e d a n d 
patron of the office since she unlil around the turn of the to the office. It was moved to just dispatched twice a week By the 
moved to the community in 1900. century when a Mr. Prude was east of the Adobe on July I, 1947 time money order serv1ce was 
She lives alone at her home in Postmaster. He moved it into a and became a Second Class Office begun at the "office on April 18, 
Eagle Creek Canyon except building on Highway 70 at that time. When Hull retired in 1906 mall came three times a 
during the winter months. somewhere across the street from 1957 the office had __g.t:GULn to serve week. Now 11 arnves 51 x days a 

where Clayton. Bennett is now. 2500 patrons in the winter and ten week and comes from Tularosa. 
Before Ute post office was times as many during the The Glencoe office has been 

establl"shed the famous author ,Durin" this time the mail was 
f'l summer. moved sev('ral times and 

S~udents of .the White Oaks 
Public School, May 23, 11!98. The 
teacher, upper right was Miss 
,Bessie Austin. The following 
students are pictured: .lirst row· 

. Florence Wtiartpn, Nettie Lee, 
.. Blythe Beggs, Pearl Keith, May , . . ' .. 

• 

Lawther, ,Miss Austin, and 
Gressela Kastler, second row
Mabel Stewart, 'Ida Grumbles, 
Lorena Sager, Mabel Ramsdale, . 
Addie Lalone, Edith Parker, Ida 
Hoyle, and Ida. Koch .. 

A new, large and mod('rn post destroyed by f1re and flood In 1920 
office with 3000 square feet of when Mrs. ora \r TuJiy was. 
interior floor space was built in Postmaster tht• rommg of the new 
1961. The building IS tocated highway mad(' a move of ~tore 
conviently on Main Street just and offic(' to a new site on the 
east of Montie's H1ding Academy. htghway nt'Cessary When Buck 
New bank typc counters and Nosker became Postmaster m 
screen line and more hoxl's Wl're 1941 he moved it about one mile 
installed. With modern l'asl. On Septembt•rQ9 of that year 
fluorecsent lighting. enlargl'd 11 was dl'stroy('d by flood and 
floor spacl' / and large t('mporary quartl'rs set up in the 
maneuvering art-a th1s plant Womans Club building at the 
should takl' care of Huidoso nt>l•ds Bonnell Ham·h. A new building 
for a long time. Thl• present was raist>d on the :'-Josker property 
building was occupied in Fl'h facing highway 70 which fire 
uaryof 1961 and dedicated May 7. destroyed 1n 1944. Again 

• 
1961. temporary S('rvice was set up, this 

Mail now comes. in and out via time in a trailer house. The 
Star Routes to and from Roswell, building was replaced on the same 

El . Paso, Alamogordo and foundation and the Post Office is 
Tularosa. still there as Gladys L .. Nosker, 

·Colorful 
Lincoln 
County 

appointed .Postmaster in 1949, did 
not move-'jt, . 

Although the Glencoe Post 
Office has been established since 
1901 it has always been a fourth 

CORONA 
Audrey Owen 

In 1898 the people of the Corona 
community had to go to Pinos 
Wells or White Oaks for their 
mail. A stage coach carried mall 
from Las Vegas to White Oaks 
coming through the mountains 
west of Corona to Pinos Wells. 
Oftentimes a patron would board 
'!.he hack at Corona with wr-iting 
materials, ride the twenty miles 
northwest to Pinos Wells, call for 
their mail, answer it and then ride 
the stage back home. This route 
was known locally as the "Gringo 
Mail'' <!nd Rebecca Salas was 
Postmaster at Pinos Wells. It was 
their custom when a patron call('d 
for his mail to hand everythmg m 
the office out to h1m and let h1m 
find h1s own then givl' what was 
left back to her. 

In 1902 the Corona Post Off1cl' 
was l'Stabhshed 1n th(' front of a 
store owned by Vrankl1n A . 
Oubo1s who was thl' f1rst 
Postmaster. The c1ty hall now 
stands on the s1te of th(' f1rst~ost 
off1ce. Th1s offlcl' now serves 
some f1ve hundred patrons and 1s 
thl' north('mmost officl' m Lmco)n 
County. 

Part of the mformation g1ven 
· ht>rl' was supphl'd by Mrs .J A 
~npson of Corona who lived tlwre 
when the offil'l' was estabhshPd 

lll"IH.H l"HT 
Ho}' Harman 

llurlq.urt postof.f.iCl' was 
establi$hed October 6, 1\JOH at 
what wa~ then known as the 
Coyote pump station. cast of 
Carrizozo on the Southern Pacific 
Hailroad. The office was named 
for f'. Hurlburt, a Southern 
Pacific pumper, who became its 
first Postmaster. MartinG. Lyons 
succeeded Hurlburt and served 
until the office was abolished 
March 31, 1915 . 
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Mrs.· Frances Gardenshire Fort Stanton dates back to the Cardzozo to Capitan was Jack and Frances A. Shaw · 
Shaw, whose fathet:, Jeff 1950s (as a fort> but 1n 1889, it abandoped after coal, mines conUnue to be active in Capitan 
Gar~enhir~, brpugnt tile family to became a Marine llospital fof played out !Pld when it was affairs. . . 

• Cap1 tan .-m lm;:--tt:irS· -m:auy---seamen.wno1racrc-ortJr~ctea'l'B~ lC
1
discovemtthe grade of eoalinthe-- ·· · JftheShaw nouse.could.talk,.lt'-d- -~ 

r~ollect1ons of early day Capitan ·remained sucll a llospital ·until Capitan area wa.s not proper for have mucl! to say about the · · 
and area. . . • , fairly recent .years · wnen it many uses. history of Capitan area. 

The famdy hvetl Pn tbe became a part of the New Mexico · 

Oscura P. 0. Gardenhire Ualf Circle Two--Bar, Department of Hospnals and 
nine· miles north ~f CapitM-an Institutiops, It .. now houses 
are_a w~ere about 70 families. retarded .. persons and 
res1ded m the early days. . comp}i.mentary to Los Lunas a~d ~ R~s~~~ n 

" · · _Mrs. Shaw has other roots m a [acdlty out of Hagerllfa~1 VJlla . Q-:ct.tra waf anotb:r postoffice 
Lmcoln County. Her mother's SOlano. "" · · • · · ·· · 

' 
• 

:<·· ""'' . • 

)' ,. 
' ' ' 

brother, Willis R. Lovelace came Mrs. Shaw was em the Capitan th~t came mto bemg_because of a 
to Corona and setUed and. was a High state · · championship radroad pump staUo.n. 'f?e El 
prominent rancher in the Corona basketball team in the 1920s PasoandNortllEastern~allroad, 

not all the names of Po~>tmasters 
are available, but Mrs. Vena 
Stoneman was Postmaster in 194P 
apd wnensheresigned·andmoved 
to Colorado, the office was again 
abolished. 

d 
. . 

1
• • · · · · · .· • · • now the Southern Pacific, had 

area urmg his 1fetu;ne. The late Jack Shaw worked w1th Pat built a s'ding d drilled .a ell WHITE OAKS EAGLE.Jan. 4, 
Holt Lovelace was h1s grandso?. S~ewa~t-employee of _the .hospita~ from whi~h wat: was pumpedwfor 19QO'. • 

Jack Shaw, Mrs. Shaw. s . smce Jt y;as ~ounded m 1889-unUl if.$ locomotives. March 28• 1901 the "There seems to be great 
bus~and, also has deep roots ~n S~ewart s retirement: office'was established to serve the prospects in store for White Oaks 
~p1tan. He came to Fort Stanton Spaw se~ed seve~ years n the community that sprang up~ at the in 1900. Besides general mining 
m 1928 from D~ter and worlced at town councd of Cap1tan. · · • · · t' "t ·t,_.,,d· and l·nc·dental 

Dr. Paden, early..day White 
Qaks doct~r (later Carrizozo} and 
two sons appear in thls photo. Sons 
are Mel Paden. Left, a cadet at 
New Mexico Military Institute at. 
the time, and Brent Paden, right. 
The pictur~ was taken while the 
family was living in White Oaks. 

Fort Stanton as enginee. r (ior 37 Soon. ·the to. w was pumpmg station. and was named ac IVJ Y a raJ •.,... .. I . for the mount:lms to the west improvements are expected.'' 
ye~s an~ five mopths before incorporated, Shaw r u.s that a George A Gahlcia was the first · "It is confidently expected that 
retirement. battle over- uppbes was · ·· • · · · . ·· · this date 12 months wm show £his 

. His main job in the eady·days "equal to the Lincoln County pofstmaster. StlJ ~ea~~ latber the little city to be on a through line of 
was to keep tne boilers fired and war." rr or ice was abobsh~ m re ruary 
steam and power flowing at Fort The George A. Ti.tsworth were only to be re-established m t~e fall ~n;:;~ z~:r :,::e:;t~a~~e~ 
Stanton when the plant was coal· ... married in 1907. Mr. Titsworth's e;a.groupoC~plefromC!llcago town,s in New Mexico."J • 
fired. ' widow now resides in the Hondo ho became mterested m the ,, 

aC:~~~~~o:t :!iWa-;.Wt?':~l~~g. ral:~~~;~ -r.ln!li~. ar:ea._She~\1[<\li ... ar~f~~~n lm, u.was again re- • i~~o;:,~~ 
the coal coming by railroad to Families were close in the ranch o~ned m 1946 but only for a short .. 

(1000) ~ ' .... - . ~ .... 
.. Dr. M.G. Poden wen~ to Nogal 

l\londay, wbereas Game Ward~n. 
be went to prosecute A.C. Storm 
for a violation of the fish Jaw. The 
charge against Storm was 
dcsttuction or fish in Eagle Creek 
by allowing sawdust from his mill 
on that stream to deposit in the 

. river-. The .tU:!.endant-was fined, 
$25.00 and costs of the suit ... " 

Capitan <via two switchbacks area where Mrs. Shaw grew up. white. Exact dates are hazy and County 
from Carrizozo to Capitan> and· ·. Many people had hom~teaded , E l h ti 
being dumped in Capitan. lt was in that area north of Capitan. ~ •.• ar. y• y ,, , .. 1 __ )11 ng •• 
hauled from Capitan to Fort Shaw "remembers when many • , __ 
Stanton by truck. carloads or apples were shipped 

CaJ?It_an was larger in the 1930s out or Capitan by railroad. That F1ve bears and 33 • -~r were of all pasture permits in Coree 011 ~bs; of course trus brmgs in a little 
than at as now, Mrs. Shaw recalls. industry bas faded. kille~ in the 1911 hunting season In this Forest is necessary and the. revenue ftut unless the ranger is 
ShewasactingpostmasteratFort Cnpitanwasincorporatedlnthe theLmco1nNationalForest,aJ91L work will be taken up at the very economical with his time 
Stanton in the early 1930s. George 1940*s when Fletcher Hall's father ••Lincoln News Lett("'" revc: •:-.. earliest JWSSibJ<.> date thot the they do not pay. These small sal~ 
Ti t.swortb, a pioneer and had the drug store. The Halls were· The news letter w~s- published • weath~r·will permit. ·· · have ::~hown up bad, i!Conomically,' 
community stalwart in Capitan, instrumental . in the town monthly by the offrccrs or the IMPitOVEI\IENTS on the Ltncoln. It is a p.roblem to 
was postmaster. becoming incorporated. Lincoln National Forest which Supervisor Kinney spent .from know just how to .transact this 
· The Shaws live In the Titsworth Titsworth was the Ford dealer had been established In 1902. December 4 to 9 at the Tucson business to make lt pay. 
ho~e-a ·mansion In downtown and sold many, many other pertinent facts from the Ranger Station supervising the 
Cap1tan. TheShaws purchased the Model Ts in the old days. He Dcceml>er 1911 News Letter: construction or a new barn. PERSONNEL 
two--story, roomy and homey, old became a large land owner- ·-T~e lumber for the. C?n· -··Ranger Scott spent from ·-We are glad to aMounce 

r-- home 18 years ag(), . owning much of the TiMie area struchon of the stock sh1ppmg December 4 to 9 at the Mesa that Assistant Forest Ranger 
G!lorge Titsworth built the and ranch acreage all around pe~U! by .the E.P. & S.W.R.R. at Ranger Station, assisting with the Sw~in has been promoted from 

hbuse in 1908. · Capitan. Cap1tnn IS on the ground and the construction or a new' barn and Assistant Forest Ranger to Forest 
Titsworth was a merchant and Frank English, long-time work will be commenced shortly bridge both of which were ranger effective Jan. l, 1912. 

car dealer in Capitan. For many resident or Carrizozo, helped build after the first or the year. completed during the month and The reorganization leaves 
ycarswaterfrotn his well supplied · ·the Titsworth lmus~'-Whlch stood · -·Notice to stockmen .giving the which rill a much ·needed want. .. RangcJ; Nabours in clmrge of tht! 
the town and the railroad. Shaw almost alone In Capitan in 1908. grazing £ees for the coming ···It is planned to construct a Gallinas Division, Ranger Swam 
wor:ked for Mr. Titsworth on days Nearby was the Gray house·· grazing seasons\\ ill be delayed on telCfJhonc line from the Patos in charge of the Patos and North 
off. Mrs. Shaw's father worked at Capitan originally was named account of thls subject being taken ItangcrStation to connect with the Capitan Districts, Ranger Rogers, 
the Titsworth store-located ab_out Gray. up by Congress. Capitnn~Tucson line. This would in charge or the Tucson and South 

' _,__ . - ... 

• where the Capitan Branch of Like many communities in the -·~Vclch and Titsworth have give telephone connection bet· Capitan Dlstricts1 and Ronger 
~~~~-~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~r~~e•wda ~ w~n all By~n in ~ the While 

located, hlstorY··untll the line 

" 

I . 

'"""-- -·~~· ......... ,.:""''-----"= -. .;o;;...;......_:.::.... .. -. -- ---· - - --

• 

'' . 
' 

• 

""'F"' 
' .. 

-~""'- -·- "~~-~~-··' .. ~-" '" 0'"' _.~ · · perlm~:;nt. Gallinas·'and this has tcl~~griLlPb 
···Portirio Chaves, whose oeattle connection. , This means much more worK wt 

· were grazed on the Ruidoso • TE\IBii:R s1\LBS the permanent men and nothmg 
District, has disposed or his entire Hanger Rogers' baby hnving short or a well planned and 
herd to Melvin I"ranks, .mil they been sick It was necessary to systematically arran!-(t•d 

·•· have been shipped out of the detail Ranger Swain to sc.ale the procedure will accomplish the 
country. liml1er in the sale to the Wildcat desired results. , . 

···Stock are showing the effects Leasing Company, of While Oaks ·:·Hanger Scott • was on the . 
of the continued severe weather N,M. . ' HUtd_ol-n a w~k durmg N?vemb~ 

~duti~trfhtl!1!as;rnrnnlto/~=~~~-~ <.""*·"llOmiJ: . . . · \'e~uper+-..,mg..tb()...constr.uclto~~t-:" 
···Some the. cattlcmL•n who been made in the past two mon· barn a' tt)at station. " 

took advantage ot the high prices 
and dispQSed of their herds are 
tal!dng of stocking up ·again with 
Chtchuachuas. 
-~·The local . cattle market 

continues fine, cows !Jringfng •· 
from $23 to $25 and bu.yers offering· 
to contract for yearlmgs for May 
delivery at $20. 

LANDS 
.ofl. several Forest~ ).n .the 

dtstrict where resurveys of 
pastures have been made it was 
generally ·found that the ·old 
surveys W(•l •• inaccurate and in a 
good many instances the new 
s~rveys dcve~oped the fact that 
the enclo~ures contained a larger ·· 

This is the Garc.tenhire family, Mrs. Frances Gardenhire ShaW acreage thatt the permtf call for 

' ' . 

/ -· .. 

ROSWE:l.l., N. M. 88201 

. C~meras and Photographic 
. Supplies. I~lectronic Equipnumt~ ~ 
TV's, Sound Systems, Calculators etc. 

Fine Filtn Processing. ' 

I 
' • 

... 
,. . . . 

• • 

• 

thus 1n~ considerable loss to· 
. now a resident of Capitan,. in their place eight miles n_ort,h. of the ervicc. As it is quite possible 
· capitan manY y~qt'S:ago. Also irt the picture are Dorris:.<Se~fers~ .. tha he .sanJe conditions prev.ail 

P. O, BOX 1794 
. . 

• · sos 62:a•l:l5::lr:l 220 N, MAIN · • 

. . 

Hunt~~ and Spencer J~ckson.. , . • · . there tis feltthat a careful chech 
~ • 

·• 
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When steam loeomoUves were puffing down' Ule traCks out of 

• 
· Ca~ozo and into Carrizozo, the roun,dhouse here was a busy place 

~fore It burned many years ago. Remains of Ule structure are still 
smn~ns . 

• 

H . d "L . " . ·-· -- on o or · a 
. . " 

,. 

n 
<EDITOR'S NOTE: ·The story or much because the roads were 

communities in LincoJn.County ls difficult to negotiate and the cars 
preUY well told ln a history or P06t tempcramenwl, 
Offices. Thls article appeared ln Mrs. Stover told of the tlme 
the 19G2 "A pistory of Lincoln when the mail was taken care of in 
County Post Offices," wfiUen their "parlor",· when a stranger 

. primarlly by postmaflters at the -entered while she was working the 
Ume or fOl'mer pbstmasters or mall. This stranger stuck a little 
persons closely associated with block book· under her nose· and she 

h 

unta' · • • 
-I 

the junction of two main 
highways-U.S. 70 and U.S. 380, 
and at the juuctlon of two rivers as 
well, the Rio Ruidoso and the Rio 
Bonito. No doubt . this has 
contributed to Its. growth. Now 
With rivers of traffic- In front on ' 
U:le busy highway and the whisper 

• . 
Thl.s was the Carrizozo train depot about 1920 when railroadmg 

was in its prime-Carrizozo being a main passenger stop with 
magnificent hotels and accomodations. 

• • 

• 

• 

PosJ OUices.) straightway told him she didn't 
IJONDO tinve time to look, she was busy 

· Mary L.·Jolner wiUJ Ule ma!l. The man explained 

of water In the rivers to the back 
Hondo continues a. history of · 
service to tllc community and This Is' the original old Lincoln County 'court house In Carrizozo,· 
passersby. replaced by a new one In the 19605. The building was constructed 

Lists of names and dates do not to her then that ''he was a Post 
'make for very Interesting reading Office Inspector an.dt offered his 
usually and that is about an one help. She told him to get busy with 
has to rely on in compiling a the registered mail-and-he did! 
history ~f the Hondo. Post Office. Jim Gonzales operatecl a 
No one st>ems to know exactly why grocery and general merchandise 
UJe name "Hondo" was chosen. store for many years and also ran 
Some o£ Ulc old Umers say that it Ule tolPe"rldge across the Bonito 
was originally known as "La river. He was the father of two 
· Junta", meaning meeting or .c pos~mastefS and rented t? most of 
joining and UJat perhaps in UJc the postmasters durang the 
process of mispronunciation the tw~ttes. Some of !he postmasters 
word "hondo" evolved. on the also offer!!d room and board to 
other hand pcrhaps'the site was teachers and others who came 
named for the crossing on the Rio through the valley. By the time 

~~J:~~~lw~~~t~~={iLco~~A~. Joiner became postmaster 
0 difliicult to ford with for n=nxmr====:=:! 

Hondo ineans deep. However it adjoining the store. Mr. Joiner 
came by it's name, Hondo is moved the office to Its present site 
definitely on UJe map, UJough the about a quarter of a mile east of 
true story of its beginning and Ule old store building. Joiner 
name may be forever buried in ,the resigned to accept a position with 
past. the Immlgrati.on and 

Recorded history of the Hondo Nat~alization Service and Mary 
' Office began February 6, 1900 L. Jomer, t~e present postmaster, 

· about 1912-when New Mexico became a state. 

I I 

AMILTO.N 

-ROOFlNG. 

COMPANY 
OF NEW MEXICO 

( 505) 62-2-3041 

• 

.,, 
. ' when John s. Williams was was commissioned. 

"posunas~er'·"for ~lt·yenl'; ·sy · .. Hondowasshowns~eady growth 
'1906 Caroline F. Vorwerk was through the years. It ts located at 
,postmaster ;:tnd the Post Office · ~~···· 

Serving Southeast.ern New Mexico for 40 Years! 
• 

·was located about a mile west of 
its present site. Mrs. Vorwek 
probably moved it during her ·July 26-FROM PICACHO 
tenure.several'miles west for a . <t900WhiteOaksEagle> .. . 
long valley in that area still bears "Crops on the Hondo are better • '--

• the name Vorwerk Canyon. this year than for some years 
Allie F. Stover. who became past. Small grain; wheat, oats and 

postmaster in ·JWte liH3 had the lfarley have never been better and 
. distinction of ' being the. first ·there is not a particle of smit, or 
" postmaster To: write a money rust or other defects ... 

otdel' on Ule Hondo office and Ule :.There is a tremendous yield of 
_ ! ·purchaser was a Mrs. Sloan. Mail apples on these ranch~s. and the 
; hacks first carried the r;nail on fruit crop is genei'Blly ,, good; 
' their way· from Rosvt.ell' . to<~ peaches, plums, pears . and' 
·Carrizozo. ijorses:were changed cqerries galore .• Our old friend, 
several times ea.ch way. While August Cline, 1\hs an orcl'mrd that 
Allie Stover was postmaster the is a thing of b,eauty •. 

··• ageoftheautomobilewas ushered ... "R.P. Hopkins, Martin 
· in and Ule horses and hacks were Chaves,' Geo. "'Kimbrell, Mrs. B. 

discarded .for Buick and Garuilac Guyse and .. W.H. Lumbley, all 
-f._i~-c~,J:'S,~-~rne' coming'. : of . the have fihe young orcharr;ls ... 

· au:tomobile didn't speed things up · · (signed) Julian 
... 
• 

• • 

' 

• 

!ALSO-sHEET METAL CONTRACTORS) 

• -
-QUALITY ALWAYS-

Call us. we will serve you in any location in Lincoln County or 
anywhere in New Mexico. 

• 

1704 SE Main 
...... 

Roswell 
Box 687 

W. H. !Biill WO._E, President 

' .... . ·•,.- ~ ••. , 

' 
1 

' ·-. , .. 

-

. ' 
' 

• 

• 



• 

• • 

- ' 

• 

. . . 
•• 

• • • 

• 

... .. 

___ , .. ---~-

.. 
• 

., 
• •• 

' • ' - . . . 
' -

' 
• .... . 

· tbe Lincoln Cou11ty New• Bicel!fef!nialluu" -Speetal IMtrt··Page D . . . .~ 

.. 

• 

. \ • I to 
., 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • 
• 

•• 

.current County Commissioner Bill Hart is shown on the initial 
~rip he ~nd ?ther area residents made into the Sierra Blanca Ski . 
area-beforelt w~s a ski area. The ho~seback trip was sponsored by .. 
t~e Forest Serv!ce·-~o check out the area as a pot~ntial ski area 
s1te. Hart doesn t ski much anymore--but he was pretty good in.. the 
"olden days/' · · · • 

Many Mines Active 
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Dadge 
Dodge Truclrs 

POWER WAGON . .· 

Buy. a new J?odge pic~up, . sportsman. or- van ·and > • 
rece1ve ~200 d1rect from Dodge plus trade in·for· your > · 

· • car or piCkup •. A good supply of. dodge 4'\Wheel drives .•• 
we. ~e lease pickups, tru~ks, automobiles. Complete :. 

· · Serv1ce Department. Da1ly Rentals Also. ·. 
• 

• •> 

TRADESMAN VAN 
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Uncrowded Ruidoso was the story in this photo of the Lesnet's 
!\fill in ~bout 1920. The original mill was built about 1890 at this site. 

~---J:i:e~~~--m·r- f'ent-- ~---·-· ·-- --- -· -......... ~-=--= 
<Conlin~ed'from Page 141 about 1925, operated the Junction 

Ruidoso most every Y.ear since. store for many years. 
Alfred Hale rented horses and .The fU"St rodeo was held in 1928. 

sold fire wood to the summer· The rodeo grounds were later 
visitors. Later Mr. Klefanda and subdivided into the Skylan4 ad·· 
Montie Gardenhire had horses for dition. 
rent. Ed Gilliland ' During the decade of the 1930's 
The Ruidoso·Junction store was and to date thousands of peo~,>le 

built an'!tpperated by Ed Gilliland have enjoyed the tall cool pines of 
in 1925. m 1927 Ike Wingfield and Ruidoso. It would be difficult to 
John Mims puchased the Junction give credit to all who have con·. 

This Is White Oaks as it appeared when It was a boom town when mines in the hills were 
producing fortunes in gold. The Hoyle House shows, upper left. 

,. ~~~~ei~~~0,~GilJjJanq. __ <!11l.Yton __ tribut~J.Q trnlgr~at devt:JQpmel1t 
came to New Mexico of Ruidoso during theS'e times. 

Downs history 
•• Polo club active • • 

•• J 
• 

<EDITOR'S NOTE: The story of 
communities in Lincoln County is 
pretty well told in a history of Post 
OCfices, This article appeared in 
the 19GZ ••A History or Lincoln 
County Post Offices," written 
primarily by postmasters at the 
time or former postmasters or 
persons closely associated. with 

•• J..incoln County's color:t. •• .J "In the year-_1938 polo began In 
dramatic history would . be• San Patricio. Peter Hurd, Eric 
complete without mention ot , • • Knight and the four Herrera 

w Downs Post O!Cice. and the San Patricio Polo Cluu brothers played polo on one or the 
ter the named changed and the Horses, cow ponies, quar· more level Hondo Valley hillsides. 

race track started routing Its terhorses, breeding stock and so These six players were not Jacking 
large mailing through the office It forth have played a strong role in for epthusiasm as>Ahey raced 
soon outgrew its . quarters. In the county since pioneer days across the guiUe and cactus of 
February the Post Office when the horse was the only Peter Hurd's Centinel Ranch. For 
Department called for bids to means of transportation whether the next two decades th1s dry cow 
fUrnish larger facUiUcs. Mr. and ridden lndlvldunlly or pulling a pasture was the settling for many 
Mrs. Ed Sanders of Ruidoso were wagon or sw;rey. fast polo games. The winners and 
awarded the contract to erect a Polo ponies figure In the picture. losers of these early games have 

_ modern. brick building. The San Patricio Polo Club long been forgotten; however the 
. RUIDOSO DGWNS C!The oCf!Jce

1 
advtancded to Sdcciond . really dates back to 1938. excitement and humor is still 

Post OCCices.) 

. Dorothy R. Parnell ass on u Y Is an move nto Present officers of the club alive and well In San Patricio. 
'l'o add to the prestige of the the new • modern- build! ng include Peter Hurd, · cha lrman, "The present outdoor polo field 

already nationally known Ruidoso Including new furnishings and and Phelps Anderson, president. on the north side of the Rio 
Downs Race 'l'rack the officials of bank type counters. The new Post Anderson has written Ruidoso was leveled and planted 
Ute track wanted· a postmark. Office was dedicated May G, 1961. "Historical Notes on San Patricio .if! 11!6~·.-P few. yards from the 

. -- POTo:rr-Re says: southeast corner of this field he 
. Hensley, originator of the fnmous....Mitcbcll. Jt., reP.r~se..rucd the ,Post - the stone foundations of a cantina 

All-American Quarter Horse Office Department and delivered ANGUS and casino. This site providf.'d 
Futurity and secretary-treasurer the.dedlcalory address. Aileen Lindamood much revelry for the r-·ort Stantoh 
of the track suggested that the dedicetory address. Though Angus Is s ti II a ~oldiers and many of the more 
near-by viU~ge of Green Tree The Offi<:e, like othe~s in th(.> communi~y the Po~t Office of colorful Lincoln County War 
change its name to Ruidoso area, rece1vt>s and d1spathces Angus cx1sted only fifteen years. participants. Peter Hurd has 

The village council of Green Alamogordo, Tularosa El 
Tree called an election to Paso. Dorothy R. Parnell the only 
determine the wishes of the postmast<'r to serve Green Tree as 

;·. 

. i, ,, 

- •• .,. --·: ._p 
·- .· I 

' ' . ' 
· I ·t .. .., 

' • //v '· . 
' 

• 

• citizens regarding the proposed Postmaster continued in that 
name change in Feb. 19SB. A large office when it became Ruidoso 
majority of the voters cast their Downs. Stec.>rs Delivered 

discontinued May 15, 1913 and the 
mail sent to Alto. Only three 
Postmasters served this office. 
The first one, Porter G. Peters 
was followed by James Burell on 
March 17,1909 and Mary A. Hagee 
on June 24, 1910. 

~· 
1~' )' :.- .. 

ballot affirmatively and the White Oaks Eagle 
Village of Green Tree beca-:ne June 11, 1900 

)'I 
(. 

collected gold buttons from the 
clavary officer's coats on and 
aroWld th1s site. 

• "In 1003 the polo area was 
completed at the Sunset Stud 
Farm. A year later the San 
Patricio Polo Club received of· 
ficlaJ recognition from the United 
StDtes Polo Association. The San 
Patricio ·arena polo teamB have 
won the VSPA Sherman Memorial 
Arena Five Goal for an unpre
cedented three consecutive years. 

"San Patricio has a large 
number of the polo playing New 
Mexico MIJitary Institute Alumni. 
Former cadets of these NMMI 
national championship teams 
include Ross and Buz Easterling, 
Rube and Bob Evans, Louie 
Naldn, and Mickey Sammucls . 
The Peter Hurd famiJy Is the only 
third generation polo family at 
San Patricio as father Peter, son 
Michael. and grandson Pedrlto 
have all played this game of 
orgamzed chaos called polo." 

1. 
. . 

Ruidoso Downs. The Post Off1ce "J.F. Hinkle delivered 1,970 
· · l ))epartment opposed the move for head. of 3· year-old CA · steers last 

· .. _ i-;;ome-timC<and~-withheld'"Changing~Friday an~lurCJayTodllieCUSter · 

Angus served the star route 
carriers as a place to change 
teaq1s in their trek from Capitan 
to- Ruidoso-. The carriers · were 
Charles Wingfield and Rube Cope! 
and members of their families 
still in Ruidoso and Ruidoso 

l'u hup 

I • 

• 

· 'the name of the Post Office until Cattle Co., of Billings, Mo. They 
October of the same year. b!!gan...J,oading Fridny and com-

' 
'· ', 

I 

1960 was a memorable vear for pleted Stmday." 

• • 
. """''~ -e.- . 

•\ '!:>r 
\AO 

··.· •' . 

Quality 
. ' 

· • Always There, Chinese 
and Amedcan Goods. Jack· 
and Susie Chew Appreciate 
Your Business. A Q~arter 

Century Plus Serving 
The Area. 

' 

. 

Downs. . 
The old school house of Angus 

still plays an important part in the 
community life. The building 
itself is a source of great pride and 
is maintained by the Angus 
Community Association. Benefit 
pie suppers; teas and parties add 
to annual donations to swell the 
funds used in the upkeep of this 
favorite meeting pliice. Funerals 
are held there as the cemetery 
adjoins and makes a peaceful last 
resting place in its beautiful 
surroundings. 

The Bonito Volunteer Fire 
Department holds monthly 
meetings in the building but 
perhaps its lingering spirit is best 
pleased when the joyful noise of 
the community sings are echoing 
down the valley. 

. .... 
• 

' .. .. -.-. [_ 

. l~and Cruu"' 

_./~ .-
.._. Jll!ll . --~ ",j. 
~---- ~ 

('vrolla 

TOYOTA 
Serving Southeastern 

New Mexico and Lincoln 
County Since 1928 

Dean Motor Co., Inc. 
, 

' 
WM. Dean 
Bill Dean 
Daniel Dean 

.. . 
~;____··,-' 

323 N. Virginia & 1407 W. Second 
Roswell, New Mexico 88201 

622·5860 
622·3547 
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. " Ruidoso's Post Office and the'Ike Wingfield Grocer,y Store are 

shown in 1923. This was the first Post Office iA. Ruidoso. It must 
• 

• 
• 

. .. ..,., 
• • 

" # • 

• 

• 

·-~-
6 

have been mall day when this photo was taken judging !rom the 
crowd. · · ' • • 

. . 

... ' ', 

_._, 

Charles w. .Wingfield i:; 
pictured. He setU¢ in the RuidO!io 

" 

area in tbe early 1880s. Mr. 
Wingfield was assessor of Lincoln 
County from 1891 unti11895 and a_"t-.........J 

member of the board of county 
commissioners . 

• • 

bridge • 
• .Na·vajo I.odge -1923 

The Navajo Lodge was built 
about 1923 by . Bob and Edith 
Boyce. 'A couple of years later 
they added a dance hal~. 

In 1925 the Creissants built the 
··Ruidoso--L!>dgcnmd--sold·it:·to- the -- ~-· 

. Alberts from Roswell, who ,, 
operated it for many ~ears. 

There was a Chamber or. • 

Commerce, a Board of Healtli, 
and garbage removal in Ruidoso 
in 1925. I believe Edith Boyce is to 
be credited with these develop-• 

S~wm·lll ll!t·unche·s ~U.ldoso·' --~~~~923 H.E. earter purchasc.d 
. W "' .&;\1 eighty acres of land from Mary 

• · Purrington. He suvdivided the (EDITOR'S NOTE: Charlie river, to reach the mill wheel by the route was 'changed to come en_d o~ the streel now k~own ~s land and lots from the £irst sub-
~ Wingfield and ramily came to 1 ditch. · . from Roswell by way of Hondo. WmgfteldAvenue (at ~e time th1s division wt•re being sold in whntis 

Jtufdoso In l884. Della Wingfield . . Post Office moved Andy Randel ph was about the area was an alfalfa fteld) " known as Uuidoso Spdngs. Dean's 
llale, now or Chama, provided the • _In· 1004 Mr. Prude moved the first, if not the first, mail carrier Steam from the mill was piped Drug Store, Harry Gottlieb curios 
rollowtng early·tlay history of the Post Office from the mill to what ~o serve Ruidoso after the post across the ~?<ld and used to heat and pictures, c.w: Van Sickle 
n!(idoso atea ror tbe Lincoln is now Hiway 70, jWit. west of the office was moved to Wingfields. the s~immmg pool. , Lllmber, · J.T. Sayers Service 
county News.) . present Elks Club. On .No\le~ber Later Ed Williams wa'!; awarded Dwng the car~y 1900 s, Ike ~tation, were some of the· .Cirst 

- · RUIDOSO B, 1004 Mrs. Fount <Ahce> Mdler the contract during the late 1920's. Wingfield and fan;uly operated.tht· /businesses in the area in the mid 
CA Spanish word for noisy ot·· as appointed postmaster and The only dwelling constructed only ~rocery store, sellm1- · and late 

192
o's." 

clamorous> served for ~even years. In 1915 west ~r th7 ol? ~'mill ~as th~ ev~rythmg from horse shoes, H.A. Bcrcherding from El Paso · 
There is little recorded histor.} George Fnedenbloom bth'ame Char he .. Wmgfteld restd~nce, nads,, bul~ sug_ar, fresh qmeat. . establish'!m· alf ·· Otd"''FC!Jto=w=s-~'-~ 

of the settlement known as postmaster. He later developed whe~e he ~ad homesteaded ;n the~ gaso~me,_~l, dat~~Jlr~d~ct!t..!!."'!~- c~rn.ppn Ccda~Creck-andbroughL •...... 
· . ..i~:....:__.~_!luig~Q._~.o;tarted the .. what_ has long . ..been..-kno\\ln-ns.--t~tH--silmtner-hom~verc operated a'l'Olter s'kaimg. rmR, children from the Southwester-n 

• construction of the sawmill at the Hollywood and served as po~t- butlt between 1~15 and .1920. e~cept Wednes~ay ~nd S_aturday Childrens Home,· which was a 
june lion of the Ruidoso and mas~er there for sen. ·I y~·.1rs, Aboull918, W .R. What~ •. be~.ter mghts, at wh1ch hmcs dances project liegun by lh_c I.O.O.F. 

• 

• 

•• 

Carrizocret'ks in the latter part of 1\lrs. A.O. <Molly> Crch.:y bcc.tme known. as Sally and htS Wtfe, were held. Lodge to spend vacal!on time at 
. the year 1:11., ' pos_tmaster in l!H7 and . seryed Chloe •. built a .sawmill just e~st of Mdition B.u!ll . the c~mp. In 

1926 
Ike 

ln. JnllJ<~ . .' of 1869 Captain until 1921 wr ·•n Ike Wmgfteld the "ftrst" brtdge on the Rutdoso. In 1922 an addtl!on to the a¥~ . gg l£ ~!':. Q . 

Saturnint B.u·a e-w s n Childrens Home 
to White married en Grcison, who built and a barber shop was and buildings were constructed. Lincoln County with Paul Dowlin, · 

Dr.· Bl:azer and I•'lorencio Gon· 
zales firM l'OUnty commissioners. 

The Dm\ lm rhill was the hub of 
all activity in Ruidoso for mariy 
years. It served as a sawmill, 
grist mill, post office, store and 

· blacksmith shop~ 
Frank Lcsnet owned and 

and·served as in 1885. 
Charlie Wingfield and family, 

who had come to Ruidoso in 1884 
lived at the mill from 1886, 
working for· Mr. Lesnet. During 
the .time the Wingfield's lived at 
the mill four childrerrwere-bom, 
including my father, Ike. 

Charles Wingfield served as the 
third postmaster of Ruidoso, 
serving. from January 1891-1893 .. 
He also served as County assessor 

· in 1890 and was serving as county 
commissioner when he died in 
1910. 

Sometime in the eai:Iy 1900is the 
· original mill was torn down and 

property on the- -Huidos~: · He · ~ervedin countyufrtces tor many opened ·· and operated by Jack Children from lhc home have 
served as postmaster until 1937 years. Howenstine followed in Inter enjoyed a summer outing in 
when Mrs. .Jack Hull became The sawmill was in o~eration years by Jim Travis. S) 

postmaster, . for. several years and during the The first electric lights were a · (Continued on Page 1 
Duririg the early days mail 1920's a swimming pool was Delco plantinstal1ed in 1922at the 

came from Ft. Stanton by way of constructed on the hill just south Wingfield residence to serve all 
Ruidoso then to Tularosa. Later and east of the mill, at the west the business operations there. In 

1926Joe Mogel, from El Paso built 

The IJ1um 
operated .·by Bob and . 
Woollard for many years. · · 

The first visitor.s to Ruidoso 
brought their ~amping outfits and 
camped. Later summer hom~s 

. we.re.builtand some.otthoseearly .. 
day summer residents were: 
Judge E.L. Medler, Dr. W.W. 

"Phillips, Dr. Parker K:allock, 
BetlSon . Howell and his wife's 
parents the Campfields, Dr. B.F. 
Jennessf 'C.C. Martin, Johnson,. 
Miss Ola and .the Melvin Grays, 
Guy Nickson, Judge Sweeney, 
O~H. Palm, there are more. but· 
this is just to name a few. 

. 

• 

WE-ARE. 
PROUD 

TO SERVE 
HISTORIC 

' .. LINCOLN··· 
COUNTY 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

. 
OEt·l~RA~ OtF'ICE!S PETROLEUM BLDG, 

FiOSWEL~.NE:W MEKICO 86201 

• P. 6. BOX 1898 . 
• 

HAleD • 
·the present mill was built in 1914. . . Miss Amelia Chruch and her 

C.A.COPPLU 
PJUtSU)ENT 

• 

\ 

. . 

I 

----•-
Water to operate·t~e mill.wheel · The~,tuidoso Offi~ea~~ . s~reafter. ~asmoved~o . operate~ a .ba~'ery,_ War~en. · 
came .from a dam al:ross tbe the-Rwdoso, and Ilm Wmgfteldbecame postmaster m 1921.. Tlu.s Barrett operated a grocery store, MALCO PRODUCTS.: . 

, · Ruidoso river in the vich,i~y of the · picturewasmadeiri 1922.'Th:oldyellow gas.pumpi~ sh~~n W!tho~--~. and fl:E· Gatewood operated a .. 
. , present RUidoso p~st offtce, .·and . _ barrels and a storage -shed under the trees. The httl~ i~~t' m. 1tb~ ·· · store imr~~a:tr~~~~~~~~~r.ffiawnd~~~~-~~-~~:-::~~~--c~- -:· 

·: ..... ____ was,_flttmed aero~~ _tlt~_· Ca_l'~~<L~ ..... -~ackgfoundwas.th;-swnme~~inp.for.Op~land'l'ootsieWmgfte~d. .·· frame c. 
• 

. \ ,, . • "'. .. 
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~ 

The site for Fort Stanton destroyed by the conflicting 
named after Captain Henry military forces had been reduced 
Stanton, who was killed in a· fight to rubble by looters. Only the 
wit!l Me!lcalero$, was selected in stone walls and adobe mounds 

John remained of the fort which had 
~~~~c·JI~t~wNia~s~t;to:be 25-miles- once been ctes~cr~ibed as "the best 

upstream on the Rio Bonito from quarter in the Army at the time." 
its juncture with the Rio R4idoso. During the next year, Colonel 
A force of three hundred men Carson enforced his orders to 
began construction at the site and retain and pursue the Mescalero 
it was officially ~;ommissioned and Gila Apache, although he 
F.ort Stanton .on May 4, 1855. By personally was .opposed to using 
1857, · the Fort was. well- military force to secure peace. By 
esiablished and during this year the end of the first year of the 
me post's commander, Major Indian campaign, U.S. troops had 
Jefferson Van Horne, directed the captured and incarcerated over 
survey which established the 7000 Indians at Bosque Redondo 
boundaries for military reserve Reservation. With the 

0 

. >. >..:·~ ;_··-' . 

' 

- - -. 

This Y/~s the Post Traders' Store at Fort Stanton a long, long time 
, -~~~~~~1~4~o~~~~~mri~les~-~ls~~~jll~~~~\~~ m - the John. west, the major-- --

resistance from Indian· groups early days of the 
invasion. of the New Mexico 
territory, Lt. Colon"'l B.S. 
Roberts, Co!Umander at Fort 
Stanton, received a report that 
Union Troops under Major Isaac 
Lynde had been routed, that Fort 
Fillmore, near Mesilla, had been 
captured and that a Confederate 

·force was advancing toward his 
position. Roberts immediately 
ordered the post abandoned, had 

began . two companies 
toward Albuquerque. 
· Upon learning -of. ·t~e ab.aondn
ment of Fort Stanton, the Con-

. fedefate commander, Lt. Colonel 
John Baylor, ordered a company 
or men under Captain Walker to 
occupy the _position. 

The troops, primarily con
cerned with the military cam· 
paign, were ill-equipped to check 
the Indians. B.aylor wrote his 
commanding ofCicer that he was 
totally unable to wage war against 
both groups simultaneously. The 
post was filnally abandoned when 
it was determlned that the 
isolated location could hold no 
strategic importance for the 

was borken, although further 
sporadic incidents were often 

• • senous. 
Carleton's efforts to relocate tJw. 

In~ians at Bosque Redondo never 
proved ~uccessful, primarily 
because the groups encamped 
there were completely displaced 
from their native environment 
and hall to rely entirely on the 0 .s. 

-~--~, ·£~~ ,. ~ ... ~ 
f ~~ 

l 

.. ~-
~ ¥ . . ' 

• 

'I •• •" ' 

' 

Confederates. ... Col. N.A.:ll. Dudll'v 
. Uy August, 1662, ~the Con-
federate troops had been driven Agency for supplies and foodstuffs . 
from New Mexico territory after a which were often inadequate. By 
decisive batUe at Glorieta Pass 'on November, 1865. all the Apache 
:..torch 27·28. Indians had abandoned the 

ago. 

Fort Importut 
post was being maintained opJy at especially grain and catUe, which 
enormous expense and "speaking they were able to offer fo~ .sale. 
from a military point of view, Fort In 1869, with the mtlttary 
Stanton is wholly unnecessary." establishment secured for ~e 
However, the failure at Bosque present at least, t~ new ~nction 
Redondo and the return· of the •· of Lincoln as a pohttcal enttty, and 
Mescalero brought renewed economic pressures bringing 
pressure for the. continued outsiders to seek n~w ~p
existence of a military post in tile portunitles in 'New Mexlco, LID
area. coin County began to prosper. 

Of even greater significance Figuring significantly in this 
was the fact that the small growth was the availability of 

8 populatioh of the area, being excellent farm and grass land, 
wholly isolated from a nearby and the lucrative contracts for 
trade center, had 'become almost cattle and grain to be had from 
entirely dependent on the Fort as both Fort Stanton and the 
a source of supplies and as a Mescalero Reservation. 
market for the · products, 
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Commissioners 
Jan.ll,I900 

White Oaks Eagle) 
Proceedings of the Hon. Board 

of County Commissioners held at 
Lincoln, Lincoln County, New 
Mexico, January 2nd A.D. 1900. 
Present: 

Hon. Estolano Sanchez, 
member 

D. Perea, Sheriff 
I.L. AnaJla, clerk 
There being no quorum Board 

adjourned till 1 p.m. 
No quorum being present at 1 

p.m. it adjourned til January 3rd, 
1900 at 9 a.m. 

At 9 a.m January 3rd, 1900, no 
quorum being present, it ad
journed till l p.m. 

At 1 p.m. no quorum being 
present it adjourned till 7 p.m. 

At 7 p.m. no quorum being 
present if adjourned tiJI the fl.fth 
Monday, January 29, A.D. 1900 
Attest: 
I.L. AnaJia, clerk 
Geo. Sena, Deputy 
Estolano Sanchez, Member of the 
Board 

Advertisements 
Picked at Random: 

WHITE OAKS EAGLE 
Jan. 4, 1900 

White Oaks Passenger Line
Good rigs. Careful drivers. Regu
lar trips daily to the road. 

Three Rivers Store. 
The Little Casin<r-Whlte Oaks 

Avenue, Billiards, Pool and 
Clubrooms . 

Levi Strauss & Co's Spring 
Bottom Pants 

A Monster Devil Fish 
! Whitt> Oaks Engle 1 

"Destroying 1ts vfctim, is a type 
of consupation. The power of this 
marvelous malady 1f felt on 
organs and nerves and muscles 
and bram There's no health till 
1l's overcome But Dr. Kmg's New 
L1fe Pills are a safe and certain 
cure Best m lhe \~ orld for 
Stomach, L1ver, Kldnt•) s and 
Bowels Only 25 cents ill M.G. 
Paden's DruJ;! Store " 

Swift reoccupatlon of the Bosque Redondo and continued 
lerri by Union forces was sporadic raids until 1870. when , •. 'ames from Past 

acc~orrtplishc~d mainly through the they returned to a reserv·?a~ti~oin~a~t~=~~==-~~~-~-_:_~:..-=::;;~~~~~~~=-~- Jan. 1000 F.I Marsh-sup! of 

• • • 

~;~t;i~m~~;ffffi~~~=~~~ ~~~~~a~riear!~ 1868. • · -:-~- -~~~k~~; :ri:~a~~~~tA ~ r~~o~-
::...:..:.:.Ailer:ctaklng· command of ·th&-- --i'hesecventswerecrilical to the w F. Blanchard. Probate Judge 

Department of New Mexico from later history of Lincoln County Known as Ruidoso junction, this picture was taken where Jan. 4,1900 
Colonel E.R.S. Canby on Sep- and especially the ~illage of Hollywood is now located. The sign says "Ruidoso Jet, Grocer1es, 
tember 18 Colonel Carleton Lincoln As the depredatiOns of the Gas and Oil." b 
turned his ;ttention to the Indian Indians began to wane with the 
problem in southern New Mexico. presence of the militarry and ~he 
As part of his campaign, he or- establishment of a reserva t10n 
dt1red five companies of New somewhat removed from F_ort 
Mexico volunteers under Colonel Stanton, pressure was developmg 

· · ·tlfWashington to- dose the- F'ort. 
F'ortStantonin an.effort to Although Fort Stanton had 
the Mescalero Apache who were originally been established to 
conllnuing ·to raid in the protect civilian seltlements along 
southeaster.n.part of the territory. the Rio Grande and the Jornada 

When Colonel Carson arrived at DelMuerto, 15 years of occl,lpation 
Fort Stanton on October 12, he had not proven its value. In his 
found the .Fort standing virtually annual report of 1869·1870, the 
in ruins. What hadn't been Secretary of War stated that th(' 

._____ __ _ 

0 .. ' 

Jicarilla, P. 0. 
Lincoln County petitioned the Post 

. <EDITOR'S !'1/0TE: Th~ story ?~·omce Depa,rtmem tn 1892 for an 
communities in. Linc?ln ( ounty IS office to be named for the 
prettyw~lltoldmalustoryofPo~t surrounding mountains. On 
Offices. This article appeared 10 December of thai year J1carilla 
the 1962 "A Hist~ry ?.r Lin.coln was established with Jacob 
County Post Off1ces, wraUen Welsher as the firs! Postmaster. 
primarily by postmasters at the The office continued until 
time or former postmasters or November 12. 1927 when it was 
Jlel·sons closely associated with discontinued only to be re
l'osl OfFices. I established a little l~ter and again 

.JIC'ARILLA 
Hoy Harmon 

A small community of placer 
miners anij ranchers in northern 

' 

abolished. Though the community 
is still indicated on state maps it 
no longer has a post ofrlce and the 
people of the area. are served by a 
star route. · 

; 

;:-::::::~::::;:::-~-~~~----:----:-: --~· ·--- -.-------
' . . -· .... -, --~ --· '· ~ 

~""'0"---'-' . - ----"-'-=---- ---=- .. 
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Barnett 
Carpets 

BEAUTIFUL 
. FLOOR . 

COVERINGS 
OF ALL 
TYPES 

GATEWAY- RUIDOSO 

257-5424 
·••••••••••·•••n••••n 
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CAIUUZOW .hav.eseen them. The Riley family dauaghter of John A. 1Ialey and mailing a dog to hili friend, Les head the office on the 'death of 
Roy Harmon still is a prominent and well· Georgia Orme Johnson, Editlt Harma.,n, at Wbite Oaks. Dogs litre Mrs. Gumm in May 1933. After 

The carrizozo J>OSt office was known family ln Lincoln County. Crawford and Mrs. E~a a. Smi~lt, • !lot accepte<.\ ~or mailing now and · serving ten Ye<lr.!i he resigned and 
--~~ ---nmne<t-mr---ttre·---spanislr wora-They--are-Ml!>T-;1\. Spen~er,Sr •• w~Q-Ser-ved·as~e~~n-th.e-offt~-!t--would-be--interesting--to-know---Mrs;-EraR;SmittrwlWJlaa served 

.. Carrizozo" meaning taU dry and Mni. Wdl Ed Hams. Mrs. und~r him still reside m Just .when tha! part. of tile parcel as clerk under John Haley became 
grass whtch. once grew in thr Nellie Riley, his widow, lived until Camzozo. servJce was discontinued, In .1922 acting postmaster. Mrs. Smith 
$ur.n>unding ~ountry and for tile Jatter part of 19li8 and the . T~e Li~coln ~ou.nty . News H~ey was succe'eded by Mrs. edite·i:t the Lincoln County ·News 
which a .nearby mountain was character and esteem in which camed ~n mterestmg Item ml~l3 Eh~beth 0. Gumm, a well·known but fcmnd that it was too much to 
named. Shortly after the turn of this loveable lady was held. is .co~cernmg th~ par.cel post semce te.acher whose. husband. was a carry on botll jobs so soe resigned . 
the century Frederick M.P. Hunt summed up by .the name by which which had been estal>Iis~ed. on me~ber of a pwneer Wh1te Oaks and Herm~n Kelt was re. 

-~-··-· lfecame~~ .lJatriZozo .. s~~fifStshe>vas wJdely-lmowJr,""l\fannmr--.Januaryt·afthatyear. The article famUy. , appointed. Carrii!no became a 

• 

. 6 

•• 

Postmaster. His commission was Nell... · told. or John Baird of Carrizozo Herman E. Kelt was named to second Class office " 
datcFd May :n, 1902. Prior·to this ' In· August 1912 Arthur J. · · 
time the l.lrea had ~n served by Rol~and, a prominent Carrizoz() •. • 
the ~bite Oaks and Nogal post busmess man, was name~ ~ · · 
offices. P()stmaster. He served only until 

C<trrizozo probably would have . Dec. 1913, but he was a 
' 

junction with the old Capitan store in Carrizozo· until his u..-""' 
branch of the El Paso and in 1947. His willingness to help 
Northeastern Railroad if the everyone, especially those less 
people or White Oaks had fortunate. made bim one or the 
cooperated with Mr. Eddy who most loved men who ever lived in 
was having tile railroad built Lincoln C<lunty. 

' north. to tie in with the Rock Island The year 1914 saw a well known 
Railroad. Because of lJle high cost newspaper man . appointed 
or securing right-of·way through Postml.lster. He .~u1s John A. 
White Oaks, Mr. Eddy decided to Haley and at the time he ;lssumed 
by· pass the town or· White Oaks charge of the office he was busily 
and start the town or CarrizozO'. engaged_ in ppblis~ing ayear book 
Records in the office show that about Linc()ln COunty. The book 

··· HunrsentciJWitilllnrch ·1007-:""'1' cnntained ptcmres or scenes or 
Lincoln County and of its leading 

Ira 0. Wetmore. a JOan who bad ciUzens. a brier hlstor~ or the 
taken a great interest in the county and articles about e·ach 
building or Carriwzo succeeded community, all or which become 
Lacey and served untl11909 when more interesting as time goes by. 
William Riley, a long-time During Haley's term as 
resident Qf Lincoln County, was postmaster, the post ofCicc was a 
appointed. Riley was an excellent central accounting ortice for 
penman and the records kept by Lmcoln County. Aileen 
him arc unusually beautiful and Lindamood, woo Is the present6 
have been admired by many wlJo postmaster at Alto, J,s the 
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1515 West Se(o~d 

JAY OLDSMOBILE-CADILLAC CO. 
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-Oldsmobile 

M. L. JAY 
Dee1let 

• 

• 

·,::;~ ~-. i· 

. r 

' 
' . 

• 
--- ---· --~ . ·-··-·- ------- ------- ----------- ~----;-'--- ______ .::___,_~~·· 

' 
• 

• 

... 

,; 

• 

• 

• 

• -------- --'-----· ----------- ---··-··- ..... . 
' 

J 

'•f•'. 

regular savings program 
with us now! 
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'1\vo words that make 
a joyful sound 
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,·SECURITY NATIONAL 
· BAN_K··.oF· ROSWELL 

• • 
• • 

" . . . FIFTH & MAIN , . 
ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO ~ 
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The Cottonwood area fire in the fire: have o~c~!!.~.,!p,,!be Lincoln A lesser fire occurred in Pen- Guadalupe District, July 2, 1974, 
NatiOnal Forest the past 25 years. dleton Canyon· br the Mayhill affected 

16
,
000 

acres. 
It was 25 years agg that .Smokey District, April 26, 1956, when 5,825 A major fire occurred in the 
th.e Bear, then a cub, wa~ fouW acres were burn~d_.QX_er. Bear Creek. area on White 
wtth . .. feet scorched m the _ T~e _ Danler c_alijron l'il'e in the !)1ountain, June 24, Hl28. This was 

-cloudcroft Dtstr~ct oc~urred April ...tiefore the days of aerial-born 
2~, 1967, destroymg, 2400 acres~ slurry and specialized fire
timber. . . fighting groups whisked around 
. In ~prtll974, the Sprmg Canyon the country by air. 

- burned over 12,890 /:lCres. 
Smokey is now at Ghost Ranch 

where he will spend his remaining 
days-with burial after his demise 
to be at a new Smokey Be: ?ark 
in Capitan. 

f1re m the Mayhill District Forest fires were fought the 
o,yhacked out 14,500 acres. W~d hard way in 1928. They still are
lost several buildings m that fll'e. there's nb easy way . . The yapitan Gap fire occurred 

on May 7, 1950, • 
TheGavHan Canyon fire in 1967, 

<dso in May, in the Ruidoso area 
burned oyer, 1,740 acres in the 
Smokey Bear Ranger District. 

Three rna jor . fires hit · the' · · 

was in Allen 
Canyon, May 31, 1951, where 
15,820 acres were burned over. • 1\lso in the Mayhill District, in 
Circle·.Cross Canyon area, 25,874 
acres were destroyed or nearly so 

SIIMJEFUL 

~ - '*-c...·-- ~ . ¥;- ' w,.1_- ,- ... ; . 
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C 1900 White Oaks Eagl~ 
N()gal:' ,the beautiful little 

mountain town 17 miles south of 
White is by lhe ne;_w-:_,,.":..~~~1 ~~m~a~1!_E!i'r~~c-.s···-~ a'ri:~e~r-e:!lrc.JJtwic!.llon'".~-.·;: 
Everything aldn to a system is out 
of joint and Nogal does not get 
mail, often, for two or three days 
together. A l«itt~r mailed at 
Capitan must go to Alamogordo, 
lhe present distributing office for 
all thilt section of the countpY and 

· then come back again on the af- • 
ternoon train before going to 
Nogal, which is only 9 miles frOm 
Capitan. ' · · 

Flrefightlng methods have changed ·In the Uncoln National 
Forest. Airplanes help today. This shows firefighters keeping the 
fire out of a dangerous windfall In the Bear Creek Fire on White 
Mountain in June of 1928. Photo by U.S. Forest Service. 

• • 
St•pt. 12, 1900 

'' :White Oaks Eagle) 
ALL CHILDREN BETWEEN 

THE AGES OF FIVE AND 
SIXTEEN MUST GO TO 
SCHOOL. 

•• 

• 

-·-iJ. .. --- --. 

• 
This is the old Alto Post Ofrice before automobtles were m use . 

The old structure was torn down only this year and had been 
abandoned for a number ol years. --

Forest history 
0 

The Lincoln National Forest c· Natwnal Forest and the entire 
arne into being on July 6, 1902, forest IS now known as Lmcoln 
accorliing to a forest fact ~heet NatlonaJ Forest and 1s d1v1ded mto 
provided by the distrkt four ranger d.Jstrtcts 
headquarters in Alamogordo 

The Sacramento National 
Forest sprang into being on April 
24, 19!Yl, and it was on July 2, 1908 
that the Guadalupe National 
Forest and the Sacramento 
National Forest were consolidated 
as the Lincoln National Forest. 

The Guadalupe National Forest 
was formed ~pril 19, 19!Yl. 

Some 10 IYcars later, June 6, 
1917, the Alamo National Forest 
was transferred to the Lincoln 

:\pr. 26, 1!100 

I White Oak!> Eagle I 
"Bomta ts enJoymg a healthy 

mdustrial growth, both 1n 
agnculture and maining ac
tivtty " says A.C. Austin. 
St-pt. 6, 1900, !Iondo Local News 

1 White Oaks Eagle l 
. "The fmc nouring Mill of 

Ttmoteo Annalla is nearing 
completion and shortly we will be 
able to get as good flour as the 
Colorado Climax right here. 

*********************************************** * L * * - ---- - * · * The people of Lincoln County and the ... * * newly created counties of Chaves and * 
..t.! • Eddy w~e 200 miles from the nearest * 
~ bank or railroad when we entered the ~·~·· * scene. They needed a bank ; .. and we ..:::-...- * 

' 
I ' )} need each other. _ * 

6 - ~ ~~!!~!!!! * . . * 

With You 
. .. . . -··- . " - • 

• 
• 

1ng 

I I s·ince July, 1890 • • 

, - --- -- . - -

I 

• 

' 

THE FIRST 
NATIONAL 
BANK OF 
ROSWELL 

ROSWELL 
HAGERMA.N Cr DEXTER 

II ! 
~~~~ * 

:~~~~~ ~ * 
Bank of --Roswell - Erected 1894 • 

• 

In 1899, we transferred from a Territorial 
Charter to a Federal Charter, changing 
our name to The First Natibnal Bank of 
Roswell. For 85 years we've been working 
with you ... doing a lot of growing, 
together. 

A FULL 
SERVICE 

llANK 

member F.D.I.C. 

• 

* 
* 
* * * * * * ic 

• • • • • ~· 

a member of the Bank Securities family it ~ ~ V<'J{• > • 

-«.~•U¥ic¥;tr: •• it r .. it. it it it ... ~ it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it it 
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Thirty-five year~> ago a group of her seemg eye (log, slle her well. The Lincoln Fiesta Com- "Mayordomo'' and · Spanish Oldsmobile and Buick) of Capitan. 
Lincoln County citizens decided to way. around Roswell real well inittee 'planned the program. D'ances; Roman Mae$, folk Capitan Motor Service· (Dpdge 

. celebrate· thl;! Coronado Cuarto until $he fell Pil the Methodist The "Ki(}" pageant was., ad~ <lancing; E.Il .. Miranda, and T.C. and Plymouth $Illes and service, _ 
Centenntat· v.-itlt a pageant-aml---church steps-~ne:day,-ller--!njuries--vert!s.e~-o~he-progr-a~.,.. "Ip Ten--R'omero,--c{m~·~S$lons:--E.H: Gapitan,-EJ-~-cibola----Hotcl,~ 
program emp@si~ing the Jife an<l proved fa~l. This was long after ExcJUng Hlstory-malting ~lnc?ln Ramey, bronc nding, buggies and Carrizozo; La Paloma Bar, 
times of Billy the Kid. 1940. . '~ . . • County~arScen<:! .• AJ!.aptd:ftre ·team$,; Bert; Bonnell, oxJeams; William Bonney Bar, boUt of 

• 
lt was in 1~ that the first Branding and bronc r•ding were Dramat!c Broadstde." Blanding Sloan, producer author, Lin<:oln, Penfield Store (Est, in 

"Billy the .Kid .. Lives · A~ah1". part of the f!rst event·~elebrating . It remains so tod~y. . ' 1~illy the Kid"; Fre~ W. 1877 by Tunstall-McSween and 

• 

• 

pageant wa.s presented m a the Centenmal. Pageant acto~s m_ 1940 w~r~ Pfmgsten, .c?wboys; Mlldred others.) · 
platform on the main street of old . Str~t shows were presented· .. Peter Hur~ playmg BJllY t~e Kid, Tay~OJ.'., pubhc1ty and Frank and . ·In fact, 1.940 was a pretty big 
Lincoln town. mclu(lmg: · · . Fred Pfmgsten, P.atr1ck .F · .Luctlle Bellew. . . · year in Old Lincoln town where a 
· Star ~or uw 1940 production· was , "The Mayordomo," Gllbert and Garrett;· Pinkney Miller, MaJor . ''Advertisers · in tne program· .traditional program has followed 
Peter Hurd. world renowned Sulli~an Opera in Engli$h and William Brady; Buck _Nosk:r, mcl~ded .Titsworth Co., Inc. even. until today •• right .soon, as a 
artist and loJJg·time San Patricio . Sparush. " Alexander McSween; Lomse Fr1tz Capt tan, City Garage <Chevrolet, matter of fact. 
re$ident v;bo also operates the Lucy Leptx-•r Shaw and 100 NYA · Ferguson, Susan E. McSween; , 
Sentineal Ranch. · Camp Capitan Girls presented the Feli~ Ramey, John Chisum; _Edna -------=------.....,.... -----~-----

Other events marked the first opera. Pfingsten Purcell, Sally Chtsum; . . B b .0 

·"\\'hie. bhas been followed each year 
except some or the war years and 
just after. 

Today, the first weekend in 
August, the "Kid" pageant is 
presented from a permanent 
stage and setting in old Lincoln 
town. It draws people by the 
hundreds. · · 

. The first one also feature
1
d a. 

·· traditional mexican wedding at 
San Juan Church with Leo Pena 

well: D. Kusianovich, Col. N:'A. M. 
Dudley; .JQanna _Penfield, Anita 
csymbol or 1940 youth>: . Buck 
Nosker, "Buckshot .. Bill Roberts.' 
Felix: Ramey, Gov. Lew Wallace, 
and the. Horrell Brothers, T.J. 

Youngblood, Ray Garcia, P· I 
~amora and Fletcher FJaJI. 

Many other Lincoln area peopl~ · 
p;lrlicipated. 

. 
ft talr 1 • and Mary ·qgnzales serving as 

oricte and groom. The High 1\Tass 
and ceremony were conducted by 
Father Salvatore. San Patricio 
choral singers participated and 
the Carrizozo Sisters of Mercy.' 
Arrangements were by the 
Carrizozo Women's Club. 

On the last day, and Old Timer· 
parade was. staged. HorSe Races 
were staged in the morning. ' · 

~ :;-; i 
- . 'j ' --- ---~·~~----· •. -~ -- ••• , .. ~-~ 

A vocal solo and addresses were 
• conduclcd one day, with "Oh Fair 
New Mexico" sung by the com· 
poser Elizabeth Garrett, daughter 

• 

• 

• 

Sen. Louise Coe of Lincoln 
Countr was chairman of the 
Lincoln County Fiesta or Cuarto 
Ccntermial. Clinton P. Anderson 
was listed as managcr:director. 

'. . 

c. 
" 

• 
. .. • •• • ,, C~rrlzo:zo, a very, very long time ago~ 

1 oC tht• r.tmcd sheriff, Pat Garrett. 

IJ!etlme Bonita area realdent, 
Bert PCingsten, apple grower and 
ratmcr, was born abOut where the 
Bonito Dam is now located when 
that area had a town-Bonito City. 

On the Linco1n Fiesta Com~ 
mittec were A.T. :Pfingsten, 
chairman; Mrs. T. Laramie, 
secretary; Mrs. Ruth Penfield, 
treasurer, Ofelia Salas, stage 
manager; Edward Penfield, 
program; Edna Purcell, ad· 
vcrtising; Lucy Lepper Shaw,· 

May 24, 1900 

.. . 
• 

• 
• 

. . 

• 

• 

• 

Eh, .. ~~ th Garrett was blind, but 
that d1dn't ~low her down. With 

. " 

( 1900 White Oaks Eagle) 
J.F. Bonham of Las Cruces 

• I 

joined with J.E. Wharton to form 
a riew law co-partnership. 

A RI'P R·OARI.N'.SALUTE TOLl NCOLN CdUN.TY FROM 
. 'T t * a 1 

.......... ~ 

" 

• • 

·' 

' . . 
' ~ . . . -

OUR RBGion·s ffiOST UP·T0·03T8 BanH 
over here in Roswell we have a big spread with 6 friendly 

·locations to serve the le of the area. Let us ..,.ride herd -on your 

"='1)0 ·~a~i~ Wa§s~r.n ~!s~~gm ~,~c 1 ~P== 
through our Tel-Air system when you bank from your car -we have 
the fastest windows in the west our Teller-24 system gives you a 
service no Qther bank in .fhe area has ••• bank any day of the year 
••• any houroftheday. Saddle up with the Best in the West.: 

The Ultra.modern bank with_the old western friendliness • 
• 

• 

Billy the Kid . ' 
II • ' 

• 

. 

Y'ALL- COME .SEE US! 
• 

'. . .. 

• 

• 
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' ·corona means 
I 

(crown' 
·Corona, from the Spanish word 

meaning crown, is truly a crown, 
;:~s itJs located at the highest point 
between New York and the Pacific 
Coast, via .Chicago and the 
southern route by rail on the 

-~lthenr-Parcffic--tmes;--wt-- · · ·an-

• 

• 

elevation of 6,666 feet. It is 
situ;:~te.!l. in the geographical 
center of New Mexico and is a 
crossroads for U.S. Highway 54 
and State Road No. 42. These 
highways connect Santa Fe and 

·• Albuquerque, by the-most direct 
route, with Roswell, Artesia, 
Carlsbad and other southeastern 
New Mexico towns. 

• 
' 

• 

The original "Corona" was 
located at the reservoir, and there 
~as a butcher sh~D. saloon. and 
general store. When the railroad 
came through and put the sw1tch 
here, they moved everything to 
me present site fr-om the 
reservoir. Corona nestles in the 

• 
woodland covered hills adjacent 
to the Cibola Natrional Forest 
overlooking Gallo Lake, where 
upon their arrival the settlers 
foun~ peace a,nd plenty in ~me gf 
the last frontier towns. Being in 
historic Lincoln County, the 
founding and early days of the 
village are a series of exciting 
events, and Billy the Kid was a 
frequent visitor to this section 
during his short but blazing 

In 1899, this village began its 
development as a cowtown ; this 
section of the·country is one of the 
best ranges tn New Mexico for 
livestock. The village developed 
from an earlier settlement known 
as Red Cloud Post Office, located • 
on the Cook and Greathouse • 
Ranch a few miles southwest of 
the present townsite. The Post 
Office was on the old San Antonio· 
Las Vegas stage route, and a trek 

_Qf Qfif,! hYlldfed fnr.ty miles over 
the mpuntains by oxen and mule 
teams was required to obtain 
supplies and proviSrjons. 

The exact date of the hrst 
settlers in this vicinity is rather 
hazy, but Mr. C'.l\1. Bryan told of 
the killing of Jim Carlisle by BaJJy 
the Kid at the old Red Cloud Post 
Orrice in the spring of 1881. The 
orricers of Lincoln County learned 
that Billy the Kid was stopping at 
the ranch and decided to surround 

him to send Carlisle out or they 
would start shooting. The Kid 
overheard the conversation and 
answered, "If a shot is fired, I will 
kill Carlisle". Some one fired, 

·afterwards supposed 
acci,I:Icntally; Carlisle jumped 
through a window, and was shot 
and killed by the Kid. During the 
ensuing excit,ement the Kid broke 
for his horse and miraculously 
escaped the posse. Mr. Bryan said 
that later Billy said that Cijrlisle 
was the only man he ever killed 
over which he felt any regret or 
shame. 

The grave of Carlisle remains 
Wlmarked neat the site of the old 
Red Cloud Post Office, and it has 
been suggested that an 
appropriate marker be set at the 
grave in honor of him and those 
fearless men like him who first 
brought Jaw and order to New 
Mexico . 

From about 1879 to 1922. minmg 
for copper and lead was carried on 
m Red Cloud Canyon and on the 
east slope of the Gallinas 
:\lountaans, a few males southwest 
of Corona.ln the early days of th1s 
activity. the ore was hauled by 
wagon to El PAso and Socorro to 
the smelter. ,. 

In 1902, the raalroad was 

WIJils R. Lovelace came to the and capture him. A posse of 
Corona area aQd ranched in the twenty·two men was formed, and 
early 1000s. He was the brothe.r or arriymg at the ranch at night, 
M s Gardenhire of near Cap1tan they askcrJ.the Kid to surrender in' 
a:d thtwnclc of Mrs. Jack Shaw of the morning since he could not 

-..:·-:!J--il~~~H~o~(t~l..ovelacc was Willis escape. He refused and asked who 
· his- was-1n {.!harge--of-tlle- -posse-. When 

untimely death in a plan~ crash. ~~~~~~~~~ ~} ~:t~~~~eg~:z/~:r:~~tti~ 

completed through Corona. and 
shipments of ore were ther'l made 
by rail until 1922 when the manes 
were closed. The hetghth of thts 
development about three hundred 
men were employed an the manes , 
!\tany prospect holes and old mme 
shafts.and dumps are vtstble from 
the Hed Cloud road just below the 
Hed Cloud Canyon pacmc ground~ 
built for our use by the fo'ore:;t 
Service Tdday some m1010g iS 

still carried on but not so large a 
scale as formerly Bill Helm bUilt 
a mill, and m 1951 hl' shipped has 
first load of rare earth matenal 
called bestnastte The farst 
commerctally produced 
.hestnasatc tn !hll C1u1.e~ Stat('£ . 
t·omes from New :\ll'xtco, the 
property owned by Bill Heim 

Colorful 
Lincoln 
County 

• 
the officl.'r to come m and talk 
things over because Carli!?le was a 
personal friend of his. 

The Kid and C'arlisle bt'caml' 
ShghtJy 'intOXICUH•d, and that 
afternoon the posse caught 

=jb======:::::::O=======~~~~~--·~_outslde and ordered 

An Important part of tht• l'arly 
htstory of Corona was t h<• 
t·onstrut·taon of th<• ra1Irond by 
Pht•l ps Dodg{' Corpora t wn 10 

ordl•r to n•ach the coal fll'lds at 
Wtlltl' Oaks Then 11 was 
dJSl'OV!'rl'd a :\lr Eddv had h!'en 

• 
putting UiT•ir lPg, and fhl.' \'£'ins of 

• • 

1 
! 
• 
' ' i -: 

I • 
i 

.I • 
• r • 
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~~ 
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I 
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• 
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This is a photo of Corona about 1900. Buildings pictured are, left 
to right, l.J "Bob" S,tep and "Zeb" Brooks .<Clint Sultemeier's 
uncle> Saloon; 2; > Corona Trading Co. General Merchandise c Car 

'ownec,t by Bob Willingham): 3.) 'corona Stockman's Bank owne,il.bY 
Brinkley CBrickley? > Alfred Ervin worked there.. and has an 
insurance company in Santa Rosa today. 4. i Post office; 5. J Dr.'s 
office, hospital and living quarters;. 6.) Whiskey-The Road to Ruin 
owned by Jim Davidson; 7. >Barber Shop and undertaker owned by 
Emmett Davidson; 8. > Eating House owned by 'Jtdly; 9. J McPorter 
Store; 10.) Assay office owned by Benjamin Adams and coroner: 

- • ll'""' 
11. > Bonds .Dance Hall. ... 

t•oal wen• not <'Xll'nstvl' Whit!' 
Oaks was hy ·possl'd and thl' I tnl' 
compl<·ted to Santa Hosu A 
branch ImP was built to lhP 
Dawson coal mint's \\ l11ch arp now 
l'Xha UStE'd. 

In 1899. lht• old 1·:1 Paso and 
:'liortheastt•rn Hatlroad was 

-~~onstructed from 1-:1 l'aso to 
Carrizozo and Pnd('(l thPr<' unttl 
three vears lat!'r whPn th<• lint' • 
was extendPd to Santa Hosa to 
conm·ct With tlw Hock hland Ttns 
sect ion latt'r lx•t·a nw t lw 1·:1 I' a ~o 
and SouthwP~t Prn and now 1s a 
part of thl· SouthPrn l'a1'1f1r 
system 

The real riPvdopml'nt of ( 'orona 
dates from 1902 whl•n thP railroad 
was complt>tl•d. and a stat ton was 
established . 

Prior to the settling and hmcmg 
of the country. Gallo Lakt• always 
had water in it as stock kept 1t well 
tramped. Now 1t is quite dry most 
of the time, but formerly it was 
winter headquarters for all of the 
cattle thieves in the country. The 
informant would not divulge the 
names of the persons Who 
furnished chuck and horsefeed to 

·this gathering of renegades as he 

• 

~ 
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This i~ Corona as it appeared in about 1909. Corona always has 
been a hvestock center-centering around the Corona Trading Co _ 
or1gmally the Charles llfield Co. · 

states that some of them are still 
hv1ng A cattle buyer once 
happened upon ·a corral full of 
calves. one cow. and one bull He 
ask the man where all the cows 
were The rQan thought a mmute 
and then replied ... Est a papa· no 
necesslla anna .. 

In t890, the mall carraer who 
earned the m'!li from Whale Oaks 
to Red Cloud on horseback, was 
kJlled an Hed Cloud Canyon by a 
man who resented the attentions 
of tpe mailman to has wtfe About 
stxt v days after the murder the . . 
body was foWld by a posse among 
whom was hts father·m·law H1s 
boots were removed, and the 
rema1ns of the bo~y covered w1th 
earth 

The f1rst mat! l'ontract. by car. 
let tn the L:nated States was from 
Torrance to Hoswell The men ran 
the matl route m two-cylinder 
BUick cars A cafe was built on the 

Colorful 
Lincoln 
County 

route \\h1ch l>l'.cam{l ramous as tht> 
.. Halfway Housl' .. wherl' the 
drivers and passcngl'rs ate lunch 
By startmg early and arnvmg late 
thl•trtp down was made m one day 
and thl• retum tnp thl' nl'xl day 

Tlw f1rst pl'rmam•nt bUJidmg 111 
< 'orona was a rock hUJidtng and 
mrral betw('(•n tht• ra1lroad and 
( iallo Lakp 

Tilt' firsr pil'rl' of land pah·nfed 
111 thts t·nuntry 1s nnw nwn!'d hy 
Bryan llodgl' '1111' t'lghty <HTl'~ 
\H'rl' liiPd on h~ a lady who 
wantl'd 1l for a stagt• stop 

('olom·l Frank t\ IJuBots Sr 
madt• t ht• ongnwl plot of thP 
lownstll' of Cnrona ThP ( 'olnnPI 
camp to :--.;t•w :l.ll'Xlt'n and hy 
n•nHl10111g on tht• land for s1x 
months and pay1ng ~~ out at $1 25 
pN atTl'. ht• obtaml'<l t1tll' under 
thP Prt•l'mplHJn La11 Ill' 
d!'rltt'ated till' townsltP of Corona 
to tht• public, May 25. t!JO:l. and the 
str('Pts Wl'rt' nanwd lor ~omt• of 
I ht• first rf'sldent s 

Colonel lJuBms and hts son. 
Tom. put up a lilliP start• and 
star!Pd the f1rst bUisness m th<' 
no\\ thn\'ing little cowtown Latl.'r 
they werl' jomPd by Frank .Jr who 
had just been marnl.'d 1n thl.' fall of 
1904 in Kansas . 

The first grave 111 the town of 
Corona was that of a young man 

. who was killed m the DuBois 
Store. It seems he was cutting up 
in the store. and in the fun hit a 
woman in the eye with an onion. 
The victim's husband went after 
the young man. shot and killed 
him but not before the y·oung man 
shot him through the elbow. When 

the vtctim 's husband shot the 
yoWlg man 10 the store. Tom 
DuBots was SltUng on the Q(lton 
barrel. He was so surprisecfthat 
he Jusl'folded up m 1t They had to 
tear the barrel to p1eces to get him 
out of tl. 
· Lawlessness prevailed for 
several years m the com~unity, 
and 111 t902. an unfortunate Senor 
Dtego was shot down 10 cold blood. 
Thas was followed by another 
murder whtch requtred a·ction, 
and the murderer was brought to 
traal 10 the historic old court house 
at Lancoln The cttizens became 
aroused and elected Joe Simpson 
Justice· of the Peace. and Jim 
Welch Constable, to mamtain law 
and order Those gentlemen 
brought the ftrst law to the 
commumty. and thetr efforts were 
not 10 va10 The growmg village 
soon establtshed an enviable 
reputation for law enforcement, 
although there have been several 
murders smce that t1me The most 
recent of these was 10 1949, when 
Pete Naida was killed by a 
:\1l'Xtcan :--.;at1onal and h1s 
mmpamon aftl'r Jxomg forced to 
stgn sevl'ral checks 

On<' of thl' most famous ktllings 
Involved two doctors 1n an 
arguml•nt over a patten! At the 
present tune the patten! 1s stall 
hvmg. and both doctors arc dead 
Aftl'r tht• arguml'nt Dr Stone took 
a shot at Dr Dav1s and h1l htm 10 

thl' nl•ck Stom• was brought to 
trial at l'arnzozo and fournd "Not 
<iuilty.. llr Stone returned to 
Corona by tram about 6 p m . went 
to thl' nwat markl.'t for stl'ak for 
rlmn<·r Dr Davts. lipped off by 
\Irs 1Jav1s. followPd h1m 111 and 
was rnon• accurate 111 hts atm Dr. 
Slorw dtl.'d that n1ght Th1s was 111 

1921 
Thl'y say lhl' law has 1ts funny 

s1dc. too. An example of thts: one 
mght two hombres had a f1ght. 
11wy wrn• fmPd two dnzen bot ties 
of ht•(•r h~· lht• rourt. dtsm ISS<' d. 
and th<·y WPnt honw !'Jothmg 
;qmPa n•d on t hI' dock PI 

Lincoln 
County 

The settlers were of hara~ 
stock and deserve much 
credit for remaining with their 
homes and developing a 
prosperous and peaceful 
commumty. > 

Corona has a well developed 
school syslfm. ··It is now a 
consolidated rural school. At 
times there have been schools at 
Varney, Gallinas Mountain, 
"Punkin Center", and later at 
Lon. Pupils from these districts 

<Continued on Page 22l 
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Nogal thriving .in 1921 . . ~ .,....__ ... 
• . . 

Nogal was a thriving com· 
munity in 1921, if a. school picture · 
taken that year is any indication. · 

Mrs. aernice Snell (Edgar JJ 
Jone1:1 of Quarttlr Circ}e X Ranch 

Gatewooc1 house and every 
student was al~ays ready to go for 
water •. 'l'hen we would line up to 
get a drin~ out of the same dipper. 
I can name most of the pupil~. in 

the photo. · . 
· She says, in part: l\!rs. Bernice 
Nickels was teacher. She had 48 
pupils and had to have 50 pupils 
before they could hire two 
tea~hers. had all eight grades and 
the primary class. . . 

The 7th and Bth grades used to 
help with the lower grades ~n the 
back room. · 

We had 7th and Bth grade . 
gl•ography togelhl•r ann also 
history and 6th grade geography 

·"'~~~~~·· and also . _··· . 

cunditions of the primary grades 
under Miss Ula ~ilmorc has been 
relieved by the employment of a 
third teacher. Miss Daisic 
Nabours, who will assist Miss 
Gilmore in the primary depart
ment." · .. "Miss Nabours is one of Lihcoln 
County's most successful young 
t~achcrs, and the Eagle is pleased 
to Jearn that her services have 
been procured in this school." 

This 1921 photograph shows 
pupils at the Nogal School when 

. 
' . ' . . • • 

SILVER 
• 

DOLLAR 
• DAILY 5 to 11 

JIM BROWN, Manager 

LAMBCHOPS I ri 

•• MOUNTAIN TROUT · 
• 

• 
. ' 

Reservati oris·· . . 
... - .... 

653-43·15 

30 Minutes East On· U.S. 70 

• ' . ' 

oWNED AND OPlSHATim BY TiNN,IE·MERCANTI.LECo. 
' 

• 

' ' 1 
f 

' . 

. 
• 

• • 
' 

. 
Albert Helms.' • t-"< ,-< • 

'J.'hird row, left, Katie .Whitaker, 
Marjie Nickels, Raymond Lit-· -
tieton, . Ernest Snell, IIomer 

·Roads; Luncinda May, Charlotte • 

"'-~ ':-

·• 
"• ~:·"·.~· 
·~· ~.-.,.j;tjj~ .,.,.,. 

-.' -. ' .. -; ,. 

' 

(J : 

• 

• • 

• 

'Ibe farst store at Nogal-in 1877-is pictured with many residents 
of the area on. the porch. Vests and watch chains were in vogue. 

• 
<EDITOR'SNQ'J.'E: The story of that he turned the job over to his 

communities in Lincoln County is wife, Mrs. Dora l\1. Mathews pn 
pretty well told .in a history or Post Jan. 21, 1885. She held the office 

r, • Offices. 'l'his ar.ticle appea~ed in until April ~6 of the next year 
the 19it2 .. 1\ lltstory of LUlcoln when James F. Hinkle received . 

!1County PQSL Offices," .,.,Titten the appointment. This was1 the . 
primarily b)' PQstmasters at· the beginning of holding public office 
tim.e ~r forme!..' postmasters or and · ~eeping public trust for 
persons closely assQCiate~ with Hinkle · He • later gained ' 
PQst Offices,) b • prominence in New Mexico as 

LOWER PENASCO ·. · 11 gover;:nor of the state. He was also 
,."' • ._ ... ____ .... - ... ArthurJ...Mielrln!{·-··· .--. __ mayor...afRoswelland.JU:esidentm _ 

A Post Office called .. Lower the First National 'Bank of 
Penas .. was established in Roswell for many years. 
Lincol County-on November 11, Lincoln County records show 
1884. B. Mathews, the first '' Melta Bryan as Postmaster from 
Postma er, was a Deputy Sheriff March 19, 1887 to October 6, 1891 
at one ti e for Pat Garrett. He followed by Ella :M. Mugg and 
probably was too busy· to stay after her' Mary B. March, July 7, 
around to attend to Post Office '·1894. The exact. date of the 
matters for ~be records indicate discontinuation of the 'Lower 

' Penasco office is not known but it 
Bernice .NJckels taught ~ight 
grades. Pupils arc identified in the 
accompanying story. 

did 11:1ke place after it went into 
Chavez County which was carved 
out or Lincoln County, May, 1889. 
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COE RANCH 

RESTAURANT 

DAILY 5 to 11 

PILAR HERNANDEZ, 

Manager 
• .,.,, ., ... <'it J 

GLENCOE, NEW MEXICO 
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Reservations 

653~4425 
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• j\NCHO 
"' '. ')'"ttl I ' 

L. (Jackie) SUvers 
.1\bout the turn of the oentury a 

few farsighted men . to . 

burros by the wood haulers. The town. Though hard times had 
Brick Company, Plaster Mill and come upon the Brick Co., 
associated employment gave homesteaders began to drift in 
Ancbo a good payroll and created and settle and there was a lively 

_____ , __ "~&u ._L41\!1J:h!l----Yiillf~oLLil!lC01n_~\J!.Sinless>and!'evE!nU,e--f<ll' the- post business of (lOrd wood shipping. 
County and seeing possibilities in .office. Mail was carried on a rural route 

' the gypsum hills near by file-d on In 1905 the railroad came to to Jicarilla until the Jicarilla 
mumig clai,ms, They organized a AnclJo, The post office was made a office was discontinued in 1920. 
company anq calle-d it "Gypsum money order office and Eichel a Upon the ·death of Thomas 
Products Company". The first nearby postoffice was closed and StraJ.ey, his youngest son, John C., 
Postmaster, Frank J, Busb, all the supplies sent to the Ancho became Postmaster. This was in • 
:opened the Post Office in a frame office. Eichel was a section on 1937 and in 1938 the Straleys 
house near the plaster mill on the-Southern Pacific Railroad and bought the Ancho town site and 
June12,1902, Finished prod~ts of boasted a rock crushing planf so a move-d the Post Office to its 
the mill were gypsqm and cinder good number of its workers present location. During 
block and these .. materials were became patrons. Most of the depression years business was ~ ·:·. ~~~::z;~• 
used to build a company store and Postmasters serving during these done by bartering gold for · c -

houses for company emplo~~eel~.. v•~ars were employ~ of the groceries. When World War II 

--=..- _ __,,~f<th~~e~s~to~r~e~w~as~~~~~~~~iji~~solJ1e of them Company caJ1!e J!}hn Straley joined the 
was_ one some with other Marine Corps and serve-d with the School &e~tchertl at Arabella, Johnnie <Belll Bond (1938) ana 

Louise Coe Payton, right, teacher at Steson School Ruidoso, 1939, 
are pictured 

• 

• 

co111er. .• · duties. First Marine Division in the Pelilu 
Ancho flourished during these By the 1tJne-Thomas J. Straley and Ok~wa campaigns. Tending 

• years. Frank Morris came from became Postmaster in ~917 a his office in his absence was his 
. Texas.wifh a small.herd of cattle separate part of the cOmpany sister, MrS. L. Silvers as a~ting 

and liked the looks of the valley. Store was alloted· to the Post Postmaster. He returned after 
He found a place for his cattle and Office and in that year the brick two years and served as 
prepared to contest the claims on company sold to the Phelps Dodge Postmaster unW his death in 1953. 

• _Named by priest • 
SAN PATRICIO 
Loulae Babertl 

United States by the name of San 
Patricio. 

which the town was located. To Corporation of Arizona. Under ' Continuing with the family 
foratall. him Bush made the their expansion program a sixteen tradition, Mrs. Silvers became 
coveted claim into a town site and kiln plant was built at the cost of Postmaster in the office that had 
avoided the contest. In 1905 Ancho $150,000.00 and the community been headed continuously by 
was se<:\!l'ed and still occupies this prospered unm 1921 when the Straleys since 1917. The original 

--~~l-1f- -site. During-- .tbilt period- the-- plant went into' th;e-tmuds lJt 1J Post '"Cfflce equipment purchased 
Bosques of Iowa moved in and ·receiver. Straley w~s atlll. by Frank J;!ush in 1902 and 
established a brick pJant. The posbnaster and move-d til~ office subsequently purchased by each 
kilns were fired with wood to a store he bought known as the succeeding postmaster Is still In 

A local legend tells how the 
village of San Pa!rlcio was named 
by a young Iriah priest. The priest 
was travellng through the country 
with some hunters in th~ inld-
180(1'9. The group ten the plains 
and started through the 
mountains to the west. It was in 
the early spring when they 
arrived at a litOe setOement In a 
valley and were struck with the 
beauty of the green hills and 
countryside. While they stayed to 
rest awhile the priest said one day 
"Let's call this little settlement 
San Patricio In honor of St. 
Patrick for this place reminds me 
so much or my beloved Ireland." 
The name was to last and It Is 
today the only post office In the 

Soon after this .there was a 
feeJin6 of the need for a place to 
worship and the 'setOers built a 
church which was dedicated to St. 
Patrick. More families came, land 
was homesteaded, orchards were 
planted and fields were plowed 
and sown. The years passed, a 
little store was opened and a 
school started. In 1004 the 
residents were awarded their own 
post office and Ignacio Olguin, son 
of one of the first settlers, became 
postmaster and kept the office In 
hla home. 

- , 
brought in by horses,. mules and. "Deal Place" at the west end of use. The past few years has seen a 

• • 

• Roswell included· • .. 
ARTHOR J. MEIERING 

0 

doubteiny a postmaster wbo knew 
how to cut red tape and one who 

In Ute spring of JB72 Van C. was not likely to look to the Pgst 
Smith let, his friends and Office Department in Washington,
correspondents lmow that he had D.C. for advice or a helping hand 
named his place on the Rio Hondo, In making decisions affecting'' his 
In Lincoln County, 11Roswell". He office . 

. further directed all those writing He was probably the first 
to him henceforth to use postmaster who established 'curb' 
"Roswell" on his maillng address. service delivery in the United 
He pointed out that if man was States. In 1878 he had a request 

···---·-.1 ;-;:na;y-.J>~r-fro~a- Jawyerin-l.incoln;- --New-
carried to various points along the Mexico, by the name o~ /'l.A. 
stream·and thus cause delay and McSween, to have McSween's 
inconvenience. • maU placed in a special sack at 

J . • .. • , .. 

' 
.~ 

' . . ;, " . ,_ 

'• . 

Apparently Van •. C. Smith had the Roswell post office so it would 
pretty good luck getting his mall not have to pass through the 

.to Roswell. On August 20, 1873 he Lincoln post office. He stated that 
was able to persuade the post· the request was made to expedite 
master general serving under his mail, however, it was 
President U.S. Grant to establish ~cS H ii 
as the-!irstpostmasler .. His. father master at Lincoln to know too 
was called Roswell Smith, so in much .about his business. Post· 
honor of his father he named the mast~r Ash Upson honored the 
post office and the village ,request and made up the special 
"Roswell" •. Although Roswell mail sack for him and charged 
Smith had a post ofllce and town him $1.50 a week for the service. 
named after him there is no Before coming to New Mexico 
record that he ever set foot In the Ash Upson was a reporter on the 
place. New York Tribune. He dabbled 

C. Smith as postmaster oJ in New Mexico and the ghost 
on February 11, 1874 (it is writing for Sheriff Pat Garrett's 
assumed that George Smith was book, "The Authentic Life of BilLy 
related to Van Smith.) F. G. the Kid". Ash Upson turned the 
·Christy was appointed postmaster Roswell postmaster job over to 
'on Februaryt 16, iB77; he was in Joseph C. Lea on February 24, 
otfice just a HtUe over a month as 1879, and sometime after that 
Daniel Cartoll received. the ap- went into the real estate business 
pointment on, April 25, 1877. The with Pat Garrett under the firm 
year 1877 must have been a-hard name of Ups6n and Garrett. 
one for postmasters of Roswell as Joseph C. Lea was postmaster 
the records indicate that Post· of Roswell until April 23, 1884, 

· master Daniel Carroll was only in. serving five years, the longest 
office until June 81 1877, when Van"" term of any jlostmaster since the 
C. Smith took over again; Smith's establishment of th~ office. 

• ·second term was ior a short William it. Cosgrove foUowed Lea 
duration as Marshall ·A. Upson, and served until June 1893. While 
called Ash Upson, tOOk · ov~ on Cosgrove ·was posb:11aster the · 
August 61 1877. So Roswell had present Chaves County was 
·four postmasters in 1877 the year carved out of Lincoln County on 
that saw much violence take place May 28, 1889. Thus Roswell, the 
in.~incoln County, some of it at· second largest cit? in New Mexi~o 
lr!D\.ltl.!hJ~-to_Billy_the Kid. today, was conceived and born m i )l 

. . . Marshall A Upson was un- Lincoln County 
' -· -. . . 

~- ,- ' 
~ ~ ~ -

. \ l - j _-. ~ 

.J 

' "' • 

. ' I • 

decline in receipts but the office 
still serves ranchers and railroad. 
workers and does a brisk business 
in money orders. The first flag 
flying at Fourth Class offices 
under a new ruling of the Post 
Office Department was flown In 
August 1954 at Ancbo, and was 
flown at half mast for Cordell 
Hull, former Secretary of State. 

WHEN Spencer C. Smith 

came to Roswell in 

~ - ·-· - - ~ --- . - - - - - -

1900, he quickly established himself 

John C. West became the second 
Postma5ter ·In 1911. He was 
married to a channing French 
girl who had come to New Mexico 
from France with her family. 

as the 

The windmill and water well expert of the area. 

Smith family has been the leading pump and 

, 

machinery distributors in this area ever since. 

+ Spencer C. Smith 1869·1927 
+ Clifford G. Smith 1902·1965 
+ Jerry N. Smith 1930 • 
+ Clirrord G. Smith 2nd 1952 • 

' 

P. 0. BOX 1914 

• PH.622-1812 

MACHINERY 
CO. INC. 

512 EAST SECOND ST. 

NEW 



.. 

' .. 

• 

,, ll 

• 

• 

I 

• 
~--,-· ... ---··-- ""~- ··-·- -· ---~-- --~~- ..... -- -..,._...~ ... ~.,..,~ -~~---~--.-~-,,.-·-~·~ .... ~---

. 
• 

' . . . . . " • 
., 
. .. f • · j),, I' • 

. . 
. ·- _,_ 

. . . ' , .. .. 
• 

~ UIICOin County News Bleenten..-.JIIIsave - Page.22 • 
• • • 

• 

/ 

• 

! 
•• 

• 

. ' 

• 

• 

·oldest po~t office 
. I 

• . ~ . ••• • •• 
• 

· '. r" Fort S~nton boasts Lincoln days of Coranacto and Onate. It thirty years during the life of Fort 
. . County's rlldest Post Office. was still the ·"Journey of Deatb" Stanton. as an army post eleven 

.· And the story of the Post Office . when Fort Stanton was . t postmasters are Usted in the Post 
at Fort stanton tells the story of estai;Jlished. The road crossed this Office Department. records • 
the old fort . pretty well. The:" Apache hunting grQund about the When the Post was re· 
. . . · . "'Hist~y-ur--place ->Vhe~~--cr~es·-wa·s --estab1i8!1eaaffertlle'Civ1I Yfar it 
Lincoln Post Offlces".,. subsequently built on the spot W¥Is the center or much ga1ety. A 
published in 1962, Golden An· marked by llie crosses· or the stage arrived daily fr.om the 
nivers·ary year in New Mexico. massacred. . . · thriving mining tl.•wn of White 

'll!is article is by .M.J. and Zoe Ralph Emerson Twichell in the Oaks, bringing the mail from the 
Price with the conclusi~n by second volume of his "Leading north and carrying passengers. 
Frances Shaw of Capitan who · F:acts of New Mexico History" An~tber sta~e.b~ought mail twice. 

· --was"' acting pootmaster~1n 1962 tells or rroubTe · -~w1tb the · weekly from Mesilla, then Capitol 
and who continues to call Capitan I\Iescaleros in 1854; · · of Arizona and New Mexico 
home. . . . Fort Stanton was built in the territories, over the route opened 

She and her husband Jack live high valley on the bank of the by Colonel Miles. From Fort 
in the beautiful old Titsworth Bonito. a few miles north of the Stanton another driver and horses 
home at 'Capitan which they junction in the scenic' triangle took the m<lil and passengers east 
purchased some years ago. .bounded on north by the Capitan fifte!ln miles toward Roswell and 

" more lofty Sierra Blancas and c , . 

A colorful past-not always closed in by rolling foothills and, In the thirty year period in 
Pictured is a spectacular train wreck in the early railroad history serene-reflects the history of the ll}esas between the two. Mountain which the army was stationed at 

_of Carrizozo-occurring right in town. Spectat.orsquickly gathered. reservation and the Post Office. It str~ms furnished an abundance Fort Stanton, after the Civil War it 
. begins in that period when of water and fish. Deer, antelope served as host to setJJers traveling 

• G d · · h · 1 e marauding bands of Apaches and bear were plentiful. For the from the end of the railroad at . o·o s c . 00 s _ terrorized the southern half of the century of its hist.ory, Fort LaJunta, Colo., by stage and 
. . • • territory lying immediately north Stanton has been singularly wagon train to southem New 

<Continued from Page 2ll • •l extending down to the viUage. of the Mexican border and ex· oblessed in this arid ·land. • Mexico and Arizona. The post 
are brought" by bus to Corona, Many cattle and &beep are raised · t'tlndi~ from their strongholds in ·Less than two rears after the office served most or the present 
some travelling as far , as one· in•this highland, and the records of the Sacramento Mountains on the Fort was estabbshed the" first Lincoln County. Mr. Fred W. 

··hundred four miles a day. the railroad show t,l.lat ninety to east and the Gallura ra,nge on the Postmaster, Davis S.llGarland was Smith, ·a native or. Waterbury, 
Cor~n~ hijs a large and weJl .. one hundred fifty car loads of .west! Th:_ .:!~rna~- dc!_,~ue~~~~ppointed M~y 5, 185?_. ':fhe of~c{!~Q)nnectic_uLwf!o_ha~L,WQrl<~~-

.. .organ1zell.school plant compared-· .t-attle; ninetr·w·-·oorlmtnlrett-- extendln~ nortb on the ~Sfem was disconttnued tile !ollowmg the V.V. Ranch of James Cree m 
to the 'little one room school . thirty· car loads oflambs 1\nd wool,_ mesa .of the Rio Grande from El Au_g. and re-established within a 1901, tells Of their riding hor
Iocated just in front of the present were ,, shipped annually from Paso "del Norte as the main route month, September 15, 1857, with seback !rom the present townsite 
gr~de school. 'll!e first school held CQrona. More recently, however, for trade and travel between GeorgeS. Beall as llOOtmaster. In of Ru1doso and the ranch 

. i~t!orona was when Joe Simpson trucks have taken over much of Me1Cico and Santa Fe from the 1861, the. United States forces headquarters or Little Creek to 
hil'~dM!ss Lee Elkins to come and this and it is impossible .to get an ~b!'ltlt.tt'¢Jt'.fi'Itft burned and abandoned the Post on Fort Stanton to pick up the mail 
live at the Si'mpson home as accurate estimate; · v churches were" built, and··most the approach of ·Texas troops that had cotpe from Mesilla via 
teacher and governess. Private · Water has alw'ays been a recently the Presbyterian Church tmder G~neral Sibley. After the Tularosa. With the exception of 
instruction was the first and most problem in Corona; the early was built. ,, · defeat 1ilnd withdrawal· of lhQ the !ihort intervals during the Civil, 
prac'tical form of education along settlers brou~t water from Pinos The saloons were among· the Confederate for~es i~ .1863 . the War t~e Fort Stanton Post ~fCic~ 
tl\c frontier, and was taken up by Wells or Wh1tc Oaks. In 1909, the first buildings in Corona. One of Post was re·occup&ed by a has gtven continuous serv1ce to 
other families. · railroad built a pipeline; with a · the first was owned by J.T.· garrison or voltmteers under Kit the present day. 

In 1903, citizens realized the contract for domestic purposes Davidson in 1912 with a high board Carson. 
need for a l7eal school, so Col. only, the water users managed to facade on which appeared the The post office was again The coming or better means o£ 
DuBois donated the west half of have a few lawns and gardens 1 letters spelling "Whiskey Ute established in April of 1868 with transportation and roads, ended 
the block, and funds were WJtill thcrewasashortageofrain, Road to Ruin". This sign became Lawrence ~· .Murphy as post- Fort Stanton's uscrulness as n 
contributed by citizens Cor a little and .then the railroad would send ramous and uppeared in Popular master. Durmg thcs_e el.ev_en first military establishment. In the 
one room school with Miss Lena remmders thal the water was to Mechanics .Magazine and . in year~ o£ !he post orflce tt IS listed year 1898 it began serving th~ 
Grumbles, now living ·-in be used only according to the various prohibition publications. as bemg mDona Ana County. The humanitarian function as a U.S. 
Carrizozo, as ·· teacher. She · original contract. The railroad . T:he Stockman's..§ill.te B~.nk~~,_!~ll~~i,!lg,;. )'£.1!~·"_J66Q!. __ !?,IlJ~v__..th ... e_ .. ~l\J:;;.a-7'ri,.,p~-JJpsgit(1Lfor .1Uooa:ular-.._ 

1--------·-~!!Sif~ned;-imdr-i\l:is:s-l:;ottic-i!mchcr·-~ftlrmerly-'Shipped' watenrrTargc· a .. thriving institution in the or1gmaJ Lmcoln County patients later becoming a U.S . 
.. r"lliDWe~d· the • ye_~r. ~he, was " rnn~ cars, from .. the Tul~rosa building now occupied. by DuBo!s established. In the· remaining -Public Health Hospital. 

•v by Mtss Donnre F ra?~ · Basm .• The water became mcely Drug Store. However dt moved m 
who had come from Texas to JOtn warmed ot'l the slow climb to 1924 to Estancia when all the 
h.er co~sin, . Lee Elkins. Miss Corona, and some of the Corona Torrance County banks had 
Franks IS retired and makes her men discovered that they made railed. Later it wus moved to 
home in Corona where she is the wonderful bath tubs; until. one Mountalnalrtotakecareoftheblg 
friend of three generations or her portlY.. gentleman got stuck in the 'business or pinto beans, and 
students. In 1906, a larger schoo1 entrance to the lank; the train £inally it became a part of the 

l-=~--~w~as built, and in 1910 a:!!n~~~~~~[IDOOlll~_ruiHl...l,w~J!a.J~-(~:~::t~~~~ , 
n; Corona has progressed from OX 

constructed.' This was. Colorfu 1 teams and letters in sad£ll__p bags to 

• ,, 

. ' 
' . 

• 
• 

abo~l 1?21 by the ere~tJOt:t of o~r L. . .1 n motor cars and prlva te planes and 
audttorJUm. <gymnasiUm>. Thts . In CO a rash of TV antennae, so we are 
building ?lew down w~c~ they . Cou~ · . q~ite as modern as mosl1 bu.t it is 
were l>Ulhng the beams m tt, and corona was incorporated as a . still fun to talk to our oldt1mers 
the rubble was the~ cleared aw~y Village, August 31, 1947. The first and listen to their stories. Our one 
and the: walls rebutlt. It burned m mayor was G.C. Brown; I,H. time town marshall used to tell of 

• the sprmg ~r 1~24 and w!'uld have Burgess, Waller, Pfeiffer, Tobias . hi~· m er cutting Bill~ the Kid's , 
burne<!Jtgam m 1955 If 1t had not Baros, Arthur Mellon, and Mrs. , ha,tr s ,he sat 'With a, r.!fl~ ac.ross . ·.• ·· , t, -~---:_, _____ ..:.....: ____ '- --·--- --·---~-''--'" 

- __ nbeen·. f.Qt: •• the,.,..efforts~~~he -callieC:FrafiKs~i:tSCfe'i·ltmaaei.ip~-=nr· · ·ecs. Anotlier favorite 
.. volunteer f1~e department. 1111931, . the first Village-council. Santaigo anecdote concerns a Mrs. Trapp 

• •• 
This was the old nurses home at 

Fort Stanton which long since has 
been torn down. 

the p~esent · high school Torrez replaced Tobias Baros at who lived over the hill east of 
was b~llt. In 1950.' the new the next election, and Mrs. Eula town. One day •. she sent her nine 
gymnasiUm was bull~ and h~s Mays replaced Mrs. Franks as year old son a mile down to a 
been ranked as the th1rd bes'l. m Clerk. . :> · neighbor's home to borrow a cup . 
the state. . . . . . one of the first Sunday Schools of sugar. When he did not return in 

.The Ga!hnas D1str1.ct. o.f the was held in the auditorium which what she thought a reasonable 
C1bola National Forest 1s adJAcent was· used for all community length of time, sh.e took down the 

· to .the town and extends to the ~est activities; later the people · shotgun and started out to look for 
and no~th. · The sur.roundmg donated cash and labor, and the him. About a half mile down the 

all the 
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~·.country Is made. up of I arms and Community Church was built with . trail she came upon her son 
excellent grazJng l.ands. The four cornerstones represent!ng cowering behind a bush while. a 
recent drouth has htt everyone the Methodist, Baptist, panther was watching him and 
thoUgh; as can be attested. to ~e. Pre'sbytetiari, . and Christian geltingready to spring. She raised 

' 'itjl'•' 

·.: Y()U exfJect ~~ once prosperous. farms whtch are churches. The "Preacher' Jones" the gun to her~-shoulder, took 
now abandoned hom.~s aryd tliilgs or'Gallinas added his Bible f~r.the. careful aim, · and . killed the 
that dot the. coutrystde. · • fifth cornerstone representing the panther. tater ·when asked· what 
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The Gallinas Lookout on top ot Assembly of God. organization. . she would have donl? had she Qua'lity Chekd , 
Gallinas Mountain to the · This church was: served by ·missed, she . r~plied .in all · LA··RD Y. ·s· 

·southwest of Corona is visible on a Hirierant ministers. and later earnestness, "Heavens, 1 couldn't ·" . ' . 
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