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Samuels rebuts accusation

he was. ‘grossly negligent’

.For two years there has
been a constant character
assassination against me.
Time and time again local
newspapers have printed
negative comments and par-
tial documentation that were
presented by the manager,
commissioners, and county
attorney. Upon advise of leg-
al counsel, I have not
answered the constant “idio-
tic” accusations during my
two-year term as sheriff, but
enough is enough.

On Dec. 27, 1988, Suzan-
ne Cox, in an open meeting,
advised the commissioners
that the sheriff’s department
had a purchasing violation.
Gary Mitchell then made a
statement that the new com-
missioners have a duty to
notify the DFA, D.A. and
Attorney General, because of

a violation of the state pur-

chasing act. Upon investiga-
tion, this bill for over $3,000
turns out to be for another
department. Not the sheriffs
department!

The perspnnel board con-
ducted a grievahce hearing
without my attendance on
Dec. 20, 1988, and found me
grossly negligent in my fai-
lure to hold hearings and
reversed my decision on sus-
pending Deputy Montes.

The personnel board has
been misinformed on proce-
dures within the sheriffs
department and what has
actually taken place,

It seems to me that the
personnel board has been
grossly misguided on con-
ducting hearings. On Dec.
12, 1988, a hearing had been
agreed upon for Dec. 19,
1988, and on the afternoon of
the 19th, Suzanne Cox
advised my office that the
hearing would be changed
again for the 20th. I could not
change my schedule at such a
late notice and I had Rex
Skellett hand carry my letter
advising Suzanne Cox that I
could not make the hearing,
and I requested a hearing to
be scheduled for sometime
after the first of the year.

A4

I was out of town on the
night of the hearing and tot-
ally unaware that the hear-
ing would actually convene. I
have been a personnel board
member for the Village of
Ruidoso for several years and
we have never conducted a
grievance hearing without
both parties in attendance.

I wonder if the personnel
board ever saw my letter
advising that I could not
attend.

Regardless of what has
been printed in the newspap-
er, I have always tried to con-
duct the sheriff's office in a
professional manner and
never would I attempt to sus-
pend or terminate an
employee without just cause.
If I had been allowed to pro-
duce my documentation, I
feel confident that the per-
sonnel board would have
upheld my decision instead
of stating that I was grossly
negligent.

In order to fairly and rea-
sonably resolve the Montes

.dispute, the matter should be

reheard in front of the newly
appointed personnel board,
with both sides presenting
information. It'is clear from

past events that Gary Mitch-
ell cannot give unbiased
advice on matters involving
the sheriff's office and there-
fore, other legal representa-
tion should be obtained to
supervise any personnel
board hearings involving
action taken during my
administration.

During the last two
years, instead of assistance,
the manager constantly
looked for any possible mis-
takes that could be blown out
of proportion. If the county
manager, attorney, and com-

missioners had utilized their

time in a constructive man-
ner instead of directing their
resources towards discredit-

_ing me, the county would not

(Cont'd on P. 2)

FLU SHOTS NOW .
AVAILABLE

Public Health Nurse
Theresa Luna announced the
Lincoln -County Health

_Office has received more flu

vaceine. The flu shots will be
available in the health office
in the courthouse in Carriz-
ozoon Tuesdays and Fridays.

Sheriff is cleared in
purchase order mix-up

The bill for $3,071 the
county received Dec. 27 from
Simons in Albuquerque for
uniforms was for the ambu-
lance department, not for the
sheriff's department.

County Manager Suzan-
ne Cox told the county com-
missgioners during the spe-
cial meeting Dec. 27 that the
bill had been received that
morning. She was asked if it
‘could be an alleged purchas-
ing violation.

. Mignon Sims, computer
operator and bookkeeper for
the county, told Cox the bill
was addressed to the sheriff's

department but she (Sims)
could only find a purchase
order in the amount of $500
requested from the sheriffs
department.

Cox said she brought it to
the attention of the commis-
sioners because she would
need commission approval to
transfer more money if in
fact the bill was for the sher-
iffs department.

Further research showed
that Simons had incorrectly
billed the sheriff and the bill
should have been sent to the
ambulance department.

.. Hammond asked about times
th*g commisg .

| ings.”
k. - wasadopted that willinclude

Seuthwest Micrapublishing Wne. T

EDC to *‘elecf

new directors

The annual certificate

holders meeting of the Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration of Lincoln County will
be held Jan. 19 at Texas-New
Mexico Power Company,
1100 Mechem Drive, Ruid-
0so, at 7 p.m.

Two new directors will be
elected to the board at the
meeting. An update will be
given concerning operations
of the corporation, and all
members are urged to attend
and vote.

DISTRICT JUDGE Richard Parsons inght) talks with county commissioners and their staff follbwmg the formal sweam(g-m
ceremonies Tuesday From left: Suzanne Cox, Bob Hemphill, Mugnon Sims, Karon Petty, Martha Guevara and Rick Simp-
son. Tommy Hall is not pictured.
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New commissioners

Manager, attorney, road
positions are ‘opened’

By Ruth Hammond

Newly elected Lincoln
County Commissioners took
action during their first
meeting Jan. 3 to open the
positions of county manager,
county attorney and county
road superintendent.

“We want to hire these
people who work for us,” com-
missioner Karon Petty said.
Her motion to open the three
positions “so we can employ
our personnel,” was
approved unanimously. She
asked that all three positions
be filled by April 1, 1989.

Petty said there may be
people in the county who are
interested in working for
county government. Her
motion to accept the resigna-
tion of county manager
Suzanne Cox was approved
and Petty encouraged Cox to
re-apply. Cox’s resignation is
to be effective April 1, 1989.

Bob Hemphill was
elected chairman for the first
eight months. The commis-
gion decided to have a diffe-
rent chairman for each eight
months of their term. There
will be no vice-chairman.

Meetings will be held the -
. gecontd. and fourth Mondays

of themonth at 6 p.m. to“give
workmg people the oppor-
tumty t.o attend the meet-
A “relaxed agenda”

ews reborter ‘Ruth

money for mileage and per
diem. It was also noted that
some of the scheduled meet-
ings will conflict with munic-
ipal meetings in the county.

“We looked at that,”
Hemphill said. “We owe it to
the people to give them the
opportunity to attend. If
nobody comes then we have
attempted.” -

Action on setting open
meetings notice and publica-
tion procedures was tabled
until the Jan. 9 meeting.
Committee appointments
were also tabled to Jan. 9.

Commission replace-
ments to standing commit-
tees: Petty and Rick Simpson
will be members of the
Extratertritorial Zoning
Authority, Hemphill will
replace former commissioner
John Hightower on the Car-
rizozo Health Center Advis-
ory Board, Petty will replace
former commissioner Ralph
Dunlap on the Southeastern
New Mexico Economic Deve-
lopment Di§trict (SEN-
MEDD) board, and Rick
Simpson will replace former
commissioner Bill Karn on
the Lincoln Count.y Faxr
Board. .

Don Samuels, ‘former
sheniff for the county, read a
prepared statement and his
attorney Nickay Bouchard
asked for a new grievange
hearing . for sheriff deputy
Orlando Montés before a
newly  appointed personnpl
board.

After an hour aml a hﬂlf ,

executive session to update

Ye - the new commissidriers on .
" pending lawsuits, Hemphill

announced that action taken
by ‘former r:o’mmnémmeta

could ot be veseinded, -
Bonehml asked theconi- -

misgion to reconsider. ‘Sha

Afermily ha

‘calledon the northsideofthe
Capitan muntaim after
¢ .aaidtbatifMomespauonnﬂ "Dudley’s” pickup. wis. found.

record was purged the new
sheriff would have no record
of past problems. She again
asked for a new hearing.

“Legally we have no
recourse,” Hemphill
responded.

Bouchard stated that it
was still the same county and
the same sheriffs depart-
ment and was concerned that
the new commissioners were
taking the advice of the coun-
ty attorney. -

“How would you feel if we
met with the new sheriff and
talked about thls"' Petty
asked.

“It is better than
nothing,” Bouchard said.

Petty suggested the com-
mission make arrangements

with Sheriff James McSwane
to discuss the situation, per-
haps in executive session,
before the next meeting.

County Attorney Gary
Mitchell announced that the
county had settled the court
case with Leedshill-
Herkenoff, Inc. concerning
the administration building
and the sub-office in Ruidoso.
Both buildings had flaws in
construction that had to be
remedied.

The county received a

" check for $10,000 in settle-

ment of the suit. This will ter-
minate the litigation and
close out that case. The check
was given to treasurer Shir-
ley Goodloe for deposit.

McSwayne opens term
with murder probe

Lincoln Oounty Shenﬂ‘
James McSwane- began his
term of office. with the inves-
tigation of a_possible homi-'
cide fo‘llowmg the findifig ofa.
body in the Block Ranch area
north of Capitan. .

The body of Tony Dudley,
34, of Houston, TX, was
found Dec. 30 following. a
search, Betause of suspicious
circumstances surroundmg
the ‘location of the body,
MeSwane said his office is
tgeatmg ‘the mcxdent as a
msﬂi]& hﬂmicide.

~gigns of violence

wrecked in an arroyo near
Encinosa. Dec. 28.

The body was reportedly
discovered by. his brother,

Don Dudley of El Paso, dux-

ing a search from an aircraft.
McSwane said the body
had been sent to Albu-
querque for an autopsy. A
reportfroin that office should
be available within three to
four weeks. Inspection-of the
‘body showed no. exterior
~«and the

cauge of‘ dedthv i
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CARRIZOZO’S PEOPLE For Kids (PFK) has selected students-of-the-month for Decem-
ber. From the left are Connie Najar, a junior; Samantha Sainz, 4th grade; and Yvonne Estrel-

la, 8th grade.

I3

Steven Spencer appointed
to NMMI Board of Regents

Gov. Garrey Carruthers
has appointed Steven
Spencér of Carrikozo to the
New Mexico Military. Insti-
tute Board of Regents. The
appointment will need
Senate confirmation.

CALL
378-4047
FOR
APPOINTMENT
Hondo Valley

I(emzels
*Quality Boarding & Grogralng’
~ RUIDDSD DOWNS, NM
. .. Located 4 Miles East of.
Racetrack on Hwy 70 East

ruidoso |
Paihi'
center

Complete Paint &
Sundry Needs

257-7447
1308 Sudderth
Fluldo”. NM

Spencer is a graduate of
NMMI as was his brother
and several uncles. His
father, Truman Spencer Jr.,
was the youngest NMMI gra-
duate in 1936 and later
served on the board of
regents, having been
appointed by Gov. John
Sims. Spencer’s maternal
grandfather was professor of
Military Science at NMMI,

Spencer served on the
alumni board for nine

- twoas president. He was also

stationed at NMMI for three

~yearawithtlm&my.

A mq;or with the active
- Reserves, Spencer

at the Bar W Ranch
norﬂmfcarrmom,thafourth
generation of his family at
the same ranch. He is the

great-grandeson of William C.
McDonald, ﬁrsteleﬁadx%

Samuels. . .

{Cont'd. from P. 1)

' &\m spent so much money

I would hl:e to advise this
new commiasion that Suzan-

ne Cox and Gary Miichell .

have used their offices in a
vindictive manner in order to
discredit me. I am no longer
in office, but this inappropri-
ate behavior should not con-

tinue for someone else. [

would like to ask this new

ernor of the State of New

Mexico after statehood. --
NMMI is the only mili-

tary high school and junior

college state institution - in

the United States. Members
of the board of regents serve

six-year staggered terms. .

John Vega

wounded by.

rifle shot

" John Vega, 24, was

injured in an accidental
shooting at his home in Car-
rizozo Dec. 23. The bullet

from the 270rifle enteredhis -

ted in his back
Hole inthe left

chest and
leavirig a la:
shoulder.

" Vega was conscious when
found by his mother. Investi-
gation by the sheriff's depart-
ment showed one bullet cas-
ing still left in the rifle and
there were no other signs ofa
second shot.

and fair commission to .. L

please investigate this inap-
propriate behavior and exon-
erate me from their

o gecusations.
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NOSKER'S COUNTRY FRESH MEAT

Wholesele & Retall 7 Game Processing
Gustom Sisughtering & Procussing ‘

“IMPORTED CHEESES

" ERNIE. AHGHI.II.E'I'A. son of
- Mr. and Mrs. Emast Archyleta
bf Carmrizozo,

completed haslc
fraining with the United States

Navy in San Dlego,. CA'i
Dec, 10. Alchuletn 15 & 18

Carrizozo Hlah Sﬁhwl-‘

YOUR

DISTANCE

e

Il

a -

”»

NOME OWNED & OPERATED

FRISN FRUISS-VECETARLEE-ATEOA CHOICE AIEASS

ING’S FOOD MART

418 11tk Stewer  Carrizozo. NM 6682327

RICED EFFECTIVE:
JAN . thru JAN. 12, 1889,

»

Newghboriy Professionals )
Offenng You The Best Choice

PHICEI”S
. ASSORTED
FLAVORS

Downed power Ilnes may not be dead so
'-\_ keep ‘your. dlstance It you see one."

A live power line ihai is downed oaq
_ energlze the area around it, so even
o standlng near the llne can be dangerous.

If you see a downed power line, please -
_report It Immediately to your local TNP of-
" fice or o Iocal law enforoement oﬂlclclls.

| Subscnbe to the -
Ltncoln County News
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presitient Shiriey Goadloa, secrefary |

weal:lmt: ‘1ast . week. No IR

nre,
" There mll..he_aSm

Bear Basketball Tourna-

ment held in Capitan this

T 3’ A ia -
Mona eEuen 3§ the new
" checker at the Gummms !
-~ Market. _

" The
Museum

. bus tour of 76 from Albu-

-3--Pat Hurne. and- insmllmgofﬂner Hhondaruohnatpn. Republican ehalrman otLIncoln Goﬂntv -quergueon Dec, - 3"'» 3

Capitan

In an mtemaw Dec. 30
gltan Mayor Benny Coker
the News that Oapltun

ff‘j_,_iater

CENTRAL

ELECTRIC
mouu'mumn NG

EMEBGENGY

NEW MEXICO |

haaadded ﬂzﬁacrefeetof

water to:its present water

rights in 1988. Coker said
residents of- Capltnn should
feel sécure with the quantity

and quality oi‘ water.
available. -

~-—-Coker-gaid-the Villageof -
| Capitan is using. water from,

the new well. Water is in the
line from Bonito Lake but is

being used only by outlying

nsers.such as Gora ‘Putton

' ._'and David Cox.

The Alamogordo City

N ] Council has voted to set up a
'_ ; termination date on-water to.
Capitan’ before the 60-.day
working agreement expirea .

o ——womsens— |

o w”hEn needed and available

. Chundil maéﬁsih regulﬁfﬁe“sa

Alamogordo otﬁciala bﬁ"ore
Jan. 21,
“Capitan trustees wnll set

" The nnnual ca“m ing par-

mts nremw on- saeattlm_

imokey gar. Smte Park
Bevesr]y Pnynq is bank at.

her duties gt the gas office

after an  absence of  two
wéeks,’ recyperating from
her =recent hand surgery.

upadate with membeis of Tnkecare, Beverl .and £
the Eagle.Creek’ Inter- . . . y ge

community Water System'to -

see what their feélings are

about-getting “Eagle - Creek. . -

water to Capitan, The Vil-

‘Iage of Capitan owns 50 per-

cent of the water rights I;o
Eagle Creek water. .
The water line fmm

* where Highways 48 and .87
junction into Capitan is own- .
_ed by the c;t?r of Alaimogordo.

Capitan will eventually be

-weekend. Bchonl opened Jan,

28, 1988. May you have many

‘more beauhful years

mulﬂrn 3o

Happylmtbdnytolmda

, ic}ns and Barbara Sanchez
~whose birthdays were Dec.

_ L S E ey Bem-
Er ._,PHBLIGAN Wéme,n of Lincoli A Courity (FﬂWLC) instalia’ﬁon of officers was wredmsitorsmthemonthof
meft: president Noama Page. first vicé-president Yvonne Lanelli, second vice- = December. Among them a
Dorothy O. Smith, Lois Aldrich standing in for treasurer-

Day-were Mr. and Mrg, Jim |-
Terrell and son of Rio -
-Rancho. et Lo

‘Mr. and Mrs, Cui't.!s Pay- '
ne anafamilywere.NewYear B

forted to. have its own line: '?-:-

Capitan has a lack of
storige snaes and gets its

‘Coker said a lawsuit filed

° - by Leon Eggléstonagainst [
‘" "the Village of Capitan has * - §
N been settled out’ of eourt. "

_The
gion Jen, 9 at;the village hall

at7p.m, Itetnsonthe agenda |
_rinclude the watér sithatioh -
- and byldws of the Capitan . -
| o .'Volunteer F:ré fﬂept; .

B ESCORT TO A 34 TON.

 gdry wi alltlmgoodthmgs.-'"
olﬁ_i._nﬂlfemm.,andlﬁx:&ﬂa»;...
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