
Murderer, sentenced to life, up for parole after 10 years
Killer on the streets again?
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a bizarre incident occurred.
A cap which contained a .22
caliber pistol and hunting
knife taken from Cox was on
the car seat beside Dose.
When he began to get out of
the car, the cap caught on
Dose's belt and was dragged
out of the car, allo\\-;ng it to
land on the ground and fire,
hitting Dose in the leg. Dose,
not knov.ing what happened.
assumed the shot came from
Cox and he quickly fired
three shots into the back of
the patrol car where Cox sat.

Injured in the hip, Cox
was taken to Alamogordo. as
was Dose.

Cox's criminal reCOI'd is
long. He began his life of
crime in his home town of
Biddford, Maine in 1~56.

Since that first conviction.
Cox's criminal record is

long. He began his life of
crime in his home town of
Biddford, Maine in. 1956.
Since that first conviction,
Cox was imprisoned 22 times
on different charges. During
those 22 times, Cox was par
oled three times-twice in
New Mexico and once in
Louisiana. And one of those
paroles in New Mexico was
only six months before he
murdered Bedford.

In 1959 Cox was investi
gated in connection with a
murder, but was released.

Cox was arrested in 1975
for fradulent use of a credit
card and was sentenced to
one to five years in the statE'
pen in Santa Fe·. In 1976 he
was transferred to Camp
Sierra Blanca <CSB.J where
he remained for several
months. However, he was
transferred to Santn Fe after
conduct violations. In 1978.
he again came to CSB and
worked in Capitan on work
release. Conduct violations
sent him back to Santa Fe.
from where he was paroll'd
only six months before Bed
ford's murder.

Cox's accomplice, Salan
dre, was tried and sentenced
in juvenile court and was
sent to the boy's correctional
facility in Springer. He later
was paroled, McSwane said.

"Cox was a model prison·
er," McSwane said. He \\ as a
staff member of the ~t·w

Mexico correctional fari Ilty
in Santa Fe about fivf' years
after Cox's murder
conviction.

Now after serving 10
years of his "life sentence."
Cox will again go before a
parole board. It is the respon·
sibility of the district attor
ney to notify any persons who
may have been a victim ofthe
crime committed by Cox.

But many in Lincoln
County have not forgotten.

(Cont'd on P. 2)

CCont'd on P. 2)

"It shouldn't be an issue,"
Ferguson said. "The amount
of money a person has at
home should not bear on the
status of the senior class."

He said the reason for the
trip especially in a small
school with low income stu
dents, is to provide a way to

state and several county
agencies.

A warrant for Cox was
issued after Salandre gave
himself up the day after the
murder. He said Cox killed
Bedford and that he was
afraid Cox would kill him.

Cox was spotted in Coro
na and apprehended four
days after the murder. When
he was returned to the Lin
coln County Jail in Carrizozo
by deputy Don Dose and Car
rizozo policeman Guy Brovm,

ESTABLISHED 1905

Four employ~4; senior
trips are abolished

Wally Ferguson in response
to a question.

Board member Hoot Gib
son said he thought there are
enough activities not involv·
ing money to help the low
income student accumulate
the needed credits, but the
student should consult the
class sponsor if any problem
arises.

Springs, about six milE'$ up
Nogal Canyon, and discov
ered Bedford's body and his
patrol car still running. He
was shot five times at close
range and his service
revolver was still snapped in
its holster.

Roadblocks were imme
diately set up in Tularosa
and thrbughout Lincoln
County. Over the next three
days, a massive manhunt
involved more than 250 law
enforcement personnel from

CARRIZOZO, N.M. 88301

Students scramble to ~ raise
funds for annual· senior trip

Carrizozo Board of Education

ear the day before and a
desire to look at property led
Bedford up the canyon,
McSwane said.

According to reports in
. the Oct. 11, 1979, issue ofthe

UNCOLN COUNTY NEWS
Bedford called the dispatch
er and said he was checking
on two hitchhikers, one with
a weapon. Minutes later he
caned for a backup, the last
time anyone heard his voice.

Deputies Bob Barnes and
John Cupp arrived at Indian

sub-offices in Austin, TX and
Albuquerque, moved onto
the long-closed mill site.

The mill once operated by
Southwest Minerals Com-

'The Of/kial Newspaper qf Lincoln County'

Cox and his 16-year-old
accomplice, Louis Anthony
Salandre, were involved in
numerous burglaries in Lin
coln County and an auto
theft from Albuquerque just
before the murder. Lincoln
County Sheriff James
McSwane, who was deputy at
that time, and a friend of
Bedford's, said the depart
ment suspected the burglars
were staying in Nogal
Canyon.

Discovery of the 'stolen

THURS., SEPTEMBER 21, 1989

On that date, environ
mental engineers from the
firm Camp Dresser and
McKee Inc. (CDM) \vith main
offices in Boston, MA and

hearing on Oct. 18 at the
Central New Mexico Correc
tional Facility in Los Lunas.

On Nov. I, 1979, Cox was
convicted and sentenced to
the penitentiary in Santa Fe
for his natural life by District
Court Judge Robert Doughty
in Alamogordo after he
pleaded guilty to the charge
ofmurdering Bedford. Forty
years-old at that time, origi
nal reports stated Cox would
have been eligible for parole
after 30 years.
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THE OLD Prehm store appears much today as it did shortly after ,t burned in June. Unstable
walls and burned debris have yet to be taken away, and the walls could become a hazard,
despite no trespassing signs.

EPA testing Cimmaron site for pollutants
pany and now leased by Zia An inspection by NMEID at addition to the National
Steel Corporation, was used that time also re,realed two Priorities List in 1988 and
to recover metals with a solu- cyanide solution tanks, a the area was fenced and
tion ofcyanide salt and metal unlined discharge pit, tail- restricted to 'the public.
stripper from 1979 to 1982. ings impoundment, uncov- One of 10 EPASuperfund
Before 1979, gold was ered tailings pile and a drum Sites in New Mexico, the
extracted with cj'~nide. storage area. Mercury, sele- Cimarron site is now in the

According to infonnation nium, arsenic, lead and cop- Remedial Investigation
from the Environmental Pro- per also were detected in phase. Superfund was estab
tection Agency (EPA), the poten ti a lIy h a za rdo u s lished by congress in 1980 to
~ite was ad~ed to the Nation- concentrations. authoriz.e EPA to respond to
al Priontle~ List in 1988, EPA studies in Septem- potentially hazardous ~b.

mainly due to a 1984 study ber 1988 concluded solid and stances which might endan
by New Mexico Environmen- fluid discharge contami- ger public health or
tal Improvement Division nated ground water, surface environment.
(NMEID) representatives and subsurface soils at the According to Roger
which. showed cyanide in site. Schenk, CDM enviropmen-
shallow ground water, soil Because of the findings.
and mill tqilings on the site. the site was proposed for

The closed Cimarron
Mining and Milling Com
pany east of Carrizozo is the
scene of much activity since
Aug. 21.

By Doris Cherry

Ten years have passed
since the tragic murder of
Lincoln County Sheriff Tom
Bedford on Oct. 8, 1979, in
Nogal Canyon

And now, 10 years after
receiving a life sentence for
the first-degree murder of
the young deputy, Bedford's
murderer, Robert Elton Cox,
is scheduled to come before
the state parole board for a
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'C'zolOBoBl'd ••. (Cuu't.,-~.U·
- the wtllille WllI'Icl .verage of 25~t, 1I'itll
. iIemphiIt IIlIid "" iOllior the hij;hes& ""mh2r of diet>
....iBworldnctowanl.tr;p !"'t natiOW!ll¥ _ong B!"-
to Baw..u e .......... panI...Ilt28_t.C_

Tl>l. unaniJnOusJ.y _ ""001. repojt no dmp .
appmved the80p_ruIe oulo amongilo lIIopanio .tu.
eo "-d polic,y. Each Year denio end onIjr 7 p.......t 'If'
tho &ashmen ...... wiD __ oR other'- dmp out;
seat, their percentage -Announced -Crystal
:requirements. Adler of the elementarY

The bOlll'd revised en .chool, Rene Roper of the
existing'section ofthe sehool .mid-school and Dortnie
board policy concerning Mathews of the high smool
leave ofabsence" to include a are students of the month.
statementtbattheretuming -Approved hiring
employee be given a pC)Sition Everett Banis~r as mid~
only if there is a position school sdenc:e and e1~en
open to which the employee ta.ry P.E. teacher.
qualifies. -Approved the regular

In other business· the and substitute school bus
board' driven fur 1989.90.

-Approved Section 200 -oked financial reports
and 300 of the Canizozo and check register and a ape
School Board Poliey. ciBl budget increase for Title

-Received Sections 400 II.
end 600 of the policy for -Aecepted the low bid of
review and approval next $1.06 per gallon ofunleaded
month. gee&om LaMay Distributing

-Heard that Carrizozo Co. and the milk bid from
students have substantially Prices.
improved their test scores on -Heard a report that a
the Comprehensive Test of new septic system complying
Basic Skills (C'l:BSl aeeord- with EID requiremonts was
ing to New Mexico student installed at the VoAg farm.
achievement profiles. new carpeting and sbelving

Canizozo Supt. Danny were installed in the band
Bumett said Carrizozo 8tu~ room. proViding for safety
dents are abave the statow- end storage, and the old gym
ide levels fur districts oflike weo repainted.
size. He said the tests scores
are important indicators of
areas where extra work is
Aeecled.

Canizozo drop out rates
also are below the national
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Ml;MBIiRSOFTHE~ "C.ao8domlC club. F(Qm the lefl. LoraMcKay, Kene Cox. Tammy
l.ongbctham.Kelil Roger\l, Melanie Whitaker. LaShauna Tlllol$on, Jolene Edwardll. ErIn Kell

, er. Angela SChryer, lori Longbctham. Kiln EOkIand and' CIndy CtUlUlio.
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, RRImZQ'$ j98i tldm_UiIr'll ""."" Cindy SUva. a
. llel1l9r,was aOJ!lnlU!i~quean"!lnd/(/ates; She-1&Ihe-daUllhlarof .
Mr, and Mrs, WUlie SliVa.Her8!lGllrtlOl the parade·an(l at half·
ume CltOWnlng ceralllQnlll$Wll$ M1llhaal ChalleZ. II senior and a
member of the /Qolball !!>am. .
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Guaranty'Abstract &, Title~~
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FIN.E· F4Qa,,~ W'4LL, 1/1 ;W1,."DDIII(S coveFlI",t;;lf· •.
. ' , . . : ;'09 ..." ...... Dtt".· -' l't~d...o. N..., "'llico . '." .., , .

'.". ,', • ,','. ,-.;".'''':,.,<~,!'.!'.:.',•. : ,,".".: .... ,.,.,,,,
'CARI'f;;TS ev, a n.. i' ".' .' .' " : ' ' ItINYI,;· ev,. qonllO"ul'l1•..
Arm.'ton... COI bO•• ' '.. .(505) 2$8-44_ . '., ............01011.
Ql.iftn. i8t0,_ 'c:lO""'nIOt', . ' ,' . : ." .' . . H.l'I'la.TI!tkell.
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'Servlng' Lincoln· Covnty SInce 1974'
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Linebackar. Kevia Shee.
han and Dennis Vega had
outstanding games On'

deranseforthe Grizzlies, and
eoacb Mel· Holland walll
p]ased With the way ~js

offensive lIae plllJll'd aw>iw,t
.Ft. Sumn$". and said 'hi,lli
team was worldllg hard to

keep improy;ingfrom week to
week. .' ' .

fourth quarter on a nice
2().yard run. This time the
PAT by Ron Sema Was goOd
and 'he Gri..lies lad 22.().Ft,
Sumner. managed their only
.core late in the rourth Period
and the PAT was no good.'
Final 22·6 Oriozlle••

,

•
~ "

,

',',

for Catt~o ,in t"e fir$t per-
iod when they hoOked up on a
3S·yard pa•• play to put the
Grizzlies up 6-0after the first
-period of play. ]JAT wu no
good. Running back Dennis
Vega uppad the .core to 12-0
when he ~ppadell'a 25·yaro
scoringrnn inthe second per·
iud, PAT agairf was unsuc
cess.ful, and halt ended with
the Gri.zlies uP 12·0,

, Both· telUllS plaYod geod
defense in tnird period, but
Ron Sarna managed In put
the: GnIlIJie$- on the: score
board When he kiel«!d a Reid
goal from 25 ytItd. out. Gri.··
zlie.lod 1500 afl.er three par·
iods. Dennis Vega finished
up the sconqg for Carrizozo

.when he hit paydlrt in the

,

,"

Carrizozo celebrates homecoming
., I -

with S4~O win over Estancia' .
,IoWe't'e'improvitlgandare/ Oan'izozo a~ halrtime. . ,Une.NathanPoriillowascre-

p1u.ving better lOothal,l~ to Canizo.obl'lJ1ce the game dite<l With ftnnhle recovery

Grizzlies' win.on tbe, rtJ.~d,
beat Ft. 'Sumner Foxes 22·6

. . ~ .

¢~;rrizoio Griazlies
trav.lea to Ft. Swnnar Sep.
tember· 8 and gained its sec;
ond win of the young season
by beating the ho.t Foxe. by
the $ror.e of 22·6. The win
uppecUhei.. season recontto
2.1. .

. TheCQni~zo team man·
aged to light up the .......
.bollM in each of the foul"
qu.arters for its final tatld or
22. n. Sumner managed to.
get. its Dilly score of the game
late in the fourth quarter.
The Grjzzlies dominated the
game fioOm. start to finish and
and rolled up over 400 yards
total 9fTenS6' for the night.

Quarterback C'hris
Sclhlarb ond tight-end Guy
Af;chuletn opened,the scoring
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an a_wIIh~ 11_ OQIlYPl!r '
looallNP oIItOil tliIIore~ dIg to ill!Ike IQre
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For more 1/IfOlnIClIIOn on power IIIIf.t SOfeIY.
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DoUBLE COUPONS
.~ '"' .

._-'._~-,---- ,,---7-DAY~-A--WEEKl!------ ..

,PIGS FOR SALE $28. Jim
Miller. 648-2449. ..

ltp-Sept. 21.

····T··..·.....··· ....~ ". f

, ~ . , ,,' .
'. I. ~ . .

", .: ,. ,.: ",:', >'
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"
1982 FORD BRONCO 4x~,
loaHed. M. AlO,· PIS, PIB,
cruise; new tires,tuns great,
Only $3,500. , .437..1051
after 6 p.m.

2lp-Sept. 14 & 21.

. .TFN-Bept. 14.

/ '

'~CAAAIZ~ZO STORY" books ,being reprinted. Copies
will be available by OCtober 15. $11.00. add $1.00'for
postage if mailed. In time forOhristmas. SorryabOutprice
increase, costs more to get itprinted. 32pictures, stories
&newspaper excerpts ol1-the development and the early

years. .;JOHNSON STEARNS .J....
p,,;(). Draw~r 169 .

Carrizozo, Nl!W 'Mexico ,88301
.",', ~ . ~,,,,. -.. '" "'" ~ ,. ,

Saturday, Sept. 30th'
.'9:b4 A~'M. .

SURPJ,US~UJPMENT SAm 'OF
, Bwy. De,~ment Items It ,otber :State !gene1es .

,St\dansiplckups;.sillaJr (tuCks; ...r~ truckS; mol()r'.gtadet$; 'front end
. 'Iblders;6yl1110yd,dumplfUCkS;tratlors& mowel'$j:SlJh.sprp'dm;j
hOtOilerSjctlm~clors&_.rollersjtraners.jJargeseletUon:ofmiscel. '.
lantOllS .kfltis,

~ .AUCTION "CONDUCTED BY: "

JABS CECIL ,AUCIO.SRS
. ·~.O.·Box'947 ""Hobbs, ',Ny 88240

..,505-998.492 Z. ".

$350tOOIDAY PROCES$·
ING. Pbone orders! people
call you. NO, EXPERIENOE
NECESSAltY. Call <Refund..
able) 1..315..783-6062 Exten..
sion p.1354 A.

3tp-Sept. 21. & Nov. 12.

RESSLER·,
Sa\\' Service
-·........·SPECIAL

SUPER XLAO SAW
.Reg. Price $419 99

SAllE PRIOE ••• $3$0.00
ll49·1B21 ICorona, HM

f~l SERVi~E HOMEti.W ,DEAtER,.

! TFN..Ju1l1e 8.

86 BRONOOt like new): .
e"tra clean, runs great, 7(1) CAT GRAJ)l£R, has
finance \vnth $l95' down, new tires, 14' moldboard and
Ruidoso Font Lincoln, :Mer.. ¢hains, runs gt'eat, On1)
cury, .318·4400, .30 ,day $S;OOO.Op. Calt .4.37-1051
wan·ant)'. after 6 p.m. .

2tp·Sept. 14 & 21:

B5FOJU), F·250, % ton pick
up,4x4, low milesq ' finance
wU~ $195 do.wn, 30daywar;
rant)', RuidosoFord, Lincoln,
Mercury, 378..44QO.

Tm~ug. 17.

FOR}IS AVAlLABLE at
Lincoln County NeW$;: No
Camping Pettnitted; P-osted
No Hunting (lIr '&espassing ,
(also in Spanish), \Var.tanty ,
Deed, 'Bill ofSale, Quitelaim
De~d, Proi>fofLa1.)oron Mip
ing Claim, Statemr:nt 9f
Transaction. AU {'oms· 254'
each, signs '15t. .

~ .~ ,TFN~May 11.

"' . )

FORSAL'E: 2 l~ed~mi·:2

hath nousein Cettizoz.o on
large :!ot Vr>Vitb u.nattached
gar:.1ge. Seiling price
$23,,700. Cali .Mary ,at'
4S'7-4.i$6{). .

..


