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Ruidoso Creates Task Force for Lod ers Tax

(SEE PAGE 2)

economy.
Another lodger said the

tax raises about $1 million
a year. "That's a lot of
money and we need a new
vision of what to do with
it," said Bob Romney who
owns some condos. "'We
need the task force be-

CARRIZOZO, NM 88301

tor.
Videau said people who

call for rooms do ask
about the tax rates, but he
did not think the small in­
crease would make a
negative impact on the

needed to provide money
to maintain and upgrade
the convention center.

Lodger Chuck Craig and
Videau asked if the addi­
tional money raised would
go for the arts comInission
and its projects. Last Oc­
tober the council approved
a one-fourth percent in­
crease which is dedicated
to arts cOInmission proj­
ects and to pay part of the
salary of the arts coordina-

THURSDAY, MAY 29; 2003
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County

the tax funds are being
used."

Proposed was an in­
crease from fOUT and one­
quarter percent to five
percent on the tax that is
collected for each dollar of
lodging cost per night.
The proposed increase,
which was to have begun
in October, was estimated
to raise an additional
$150,000 a year. It was ar­
gued that the increase was

task force. Jules Videau,
president of the Lincoln
County Hospitality and
Tourism Association rep­
resenting 15 lodgers, said
the lodgers are not against
the tax increase. "But is
the money being used
properly and for the best
bang for the buck?"
Videau asked.

"We believe this is a good
time for a task force to re­
view thE' issues and how

VOLUME # 9S, NUMBER 22

With a chorus of lodgers
asking for a task force to
examine the village lodg­
ers tax, Ruidoso Village
Council rejected a pro­
posed inCTeasE' in the oc­
cupancy tax,

During their meeting
May 27, Ruidoso Council­
ors heard from several
lodgers who carried the
same message about a

County Now Requires
Permits for Fireworks

(SEE PAGE 11)

"pennissible" fireworks
and includes restrictions
and penalties are available
from the office of the
county manager in the
Lincoln County Court­
house in Carrizozo.

County commissioners
also adopted Ordinance
2003-07 regulating im­
proper handling of rue
and open burning. The or­
dinance establishes pow­
ers of the county manager,
emergency services coor­
dinator and peace officers
and establishes provisions
for declaring severe fire
hazard restrictions and
fire danger emergencies,
and gives authority to
mitigate. Under the ordi­
nance the county manager
or emergency services co­
ordinator may declare that
critical lire weather condi-

come guidelines," she
said. "The biggest problem
are two to three person
households which are
usually over the liInit."

Montoya had requested
a 24 percent increase on
the income guidelines, the
largest allowable under
the federal HUD guide­
lines.

County manager Tom
Stewart recommended
only a five percent in­
crease from the previous
limits. "We can't afford the
24 percent," Stewart said.

Raising the income lim­
its by only five percent
could have helped threp of

(SEE PAGE 4)

KENW-TV Annual
Tele-Auctlon Set

The 27th annual KENW­
TV Tele-Auction will be
held June 2 through June
7. KENW-TV is the public
television station serving
Eastern New Mexico and
west Texas and all pro­
ceeds are to be used to
purchase and broadcast
quality programming.

The tele-auction will
begin each evening at 6
p.m. and continue until 11
p.In.

cited into magistrate or
district court within Lin­
coln County.

Also in th-.:- enforcement
section the ordinance al­
lows "injunctions of public
nuisance of threat of ir­
reparable harm." This al­
lows, any county or other
law enforcement agencies
to seek in a court an in­
junction against any per­
son or entity who uses
rITeworks in violation of"
the ordinance. If the
county prevails in such an
action, the county shall be
entitled to recover reason­
able attorney fees and
court costs in addition to
any other relief granted.

The ordinance took ef­
fect immediately after
passage and recording
into the county clerk's of­
fice.

Copies of the ordinance,
which defines

by Doris Cherry
A person making up to

$20,527 a year may be eli­
gible to have medical ex­
penses paid by the Lin­
coln County Indigent
Health Care Fund.

Lincoln County Com­
missioners at their meet­
ing May 20 adopted on a 4
to 1 vote, changes to the
county indigent health
care ordinance that raises
the limit of income earned
to quality for the indigent
health care funds. County
commissioner Leo Mar­
tinez voted against the
changes.

County indigent care
fund administrator Teresa
Montoya had asked for
higher limits of eligibility.
She said that last year
seven claims Were denied
because the applicants did
not meet the income
guidelinE'S. And even with
the ,higher income limits,
thre~ would still not have
qualified, she added.

Montoya said even with
the increase she did not
foresee any big changes in
the pay out from. the indi­
gent . "We have to
take mto account those
who 0 not ply because
they do not eet the in-

County Raises Income
Limits for Indigent Care

by Doris Cherry
Anyone selling legal

fireworks within Lincoln
County must have a per­
mit froIn the county man­
ager, under rules of a new
ordinance passed on May
20.

Lincoln County Com­
missioners at their meet­
ing Tuesday, May 20
adopted Ordinance 2003­
06 that establishes restric­
tions on f"u-eworks in all
unincorporated areas of
the county. The ordinance
was adopted as an emer­
gency measure, which
means it took effect im­
mediately after adoption.

Ordinance 2003-06 deals
only with rIreworks.
County corrlInissioners
also adopted a separate
ordinance that regulates
the handling of fire. Pre­
viously the two issues
were combined into one
ordinance.

The fireworks ordinance
allows for the sale of per­
missible fireworks, except
during extreme drought
conditions when aerial or
ground audible devices
are prohibited. However,
pennissible fireworks may
be sold only between June
20 and July 6 of each year
and six days preceding
and including New Year's
Day, and three days pre­
ceding and including Chi-
TIese New Year, the 16th of
September and Cinco de
Mayo of each year, "except
that permissible fireworks
may. be sold all year in re-

tail stores whose primary
business is tourism."

In order to sell
"pennissibIe" flreworks, a
pennit must be obtained
from the office of the
county manager, located
in the Lincoln County
Courthouse in Carrizozo.
Permits cost $25 a year
and shall be issued for one
year beginning February 1
of each year.

Public and/or private
displays are also allowed,
provided the organizers
obtain a permit from the
county manager's office
and the displays are offi­
cially supervised.

The ordinance allows
enforce~~qt.~W any Lin·
Coln .COurtf3Jl' Sherift's
Deputy or any appropriate
state or federal certified
law enforcement omcer.
Persons charged will be

~_.•.. - ---~-'----------------,
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OLD MARINES. Members of the Marine Corps League, in bright red
blazers, gathered at the Fort Stanton memorial service on May 24
to remember.

REMEMBERING. NM Congressman Steve Pearce was main speaker
at the 14th Annual Fort Stanton Merchant Marine and Veterans
Memorial Service on May 24: With him are Ntyl Sec. ~f Veterans'
Services John Garcia, Fr. Dave Bergs and Amencan LegIon Post 54
officer Larry Holt. Garcia said expansion plans for the state veter­
ans' cemetery are continuing.

TWENTY ONE GUN SALUTE by members of the American Legion
and VFW from Capitan and Ruidoso concluded the 14th Annual
Fort Stanton Memorial Service on May 24 at the New Mexico Mer­
chant Marine and Military Memorial Cemetery at Fort Stanton.
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low the village to purchase
a new code enforcement
vehicle froln the general
fund. '

Councilors tied . their
vote on the motion with
Byars, &terchi and
Hardeman voting yes,
Frank Cwnmins, Ander­
son and NUnley voting no.
Eggleston broke the tie in
favor of using .the lodgers
tax funds for the conven­
tjon center. (As budgeted,

.the lodgers tax fund was
to have had a $96.372 pro­
jectedcash balance at the
'end of the 2003-2004 fiscal
year.)

$5.99Mon-Fri

Chicken Fried Steak
Hamburger Steak
. Fried Chicken
.Grilled Chicken

Catfish

ROWS OF RIBBONS showing her volunteerism'
decor,ates the blouse of outgoing Sierra Blanca

;~:p:~r t'~:~~~~~:S~il:~;~;'~~eW~~yw~:
Fort Stanton memorial service. Member not
pictured was Louise .Morton. State' Regent
Suzane O'Malley spoke during the memorial
about the DAR "Project Patriot".

.MGKEY BEAR

",,'AU"'-N.
"316 Smokey Bear Blvd. . V

CAPITAN. NM
505-354-2257

Your choice of 2 veggies and a roll
Tea or Coffee inCluded

(Does NOT include Salad)

terested in being on the
task force to call
McKnight or himself' be­
fore May 31.

Byars said the task force
should have at least 90
days to meet and make
recommendations.

Councilor Ron Harde­
m.an encouraged non­
lodgers to participate .. on

. the task force. Councilor
Ron Anderson said he was
glad the lodgers at the
meeting were cordial.

Councilors voted
unanimously to reject the
ordinance for the tax in­
crease and to establish the
task force which will have
a 90 day time line.

Later in the meeting.
when councilors were
considering the prelinli~

nBJ"Y budget. Byars made
the motion to move
$46.000 out 'elf lodgers tax
fund and put it toward the
operation of the convenw
tion center. As proposed
the preliminary budget
would have transferred
$150,000 from the general
fund to the convention
center. Byars said reduc­
ing the transfer would al·

although has been very
well maintained by the vil­
lage stafT. is in need ·of a
new roof. carpet replace­
ment and other needs.
Crane '. said she is con·
cerOed if the caRvention
center is not upgraded by
2Q04, Ruidoso might be
overlooked by convention
groups more attracted to
the·new ~nn of the Moun­
tain .Gods 35,000 square
foot facility, or the new fa­
cility to open in Las Cru·
ces.

Village manager Lorri
McKnight said it will cost
an estimated $625,000 just
for basic iInprovetnents to
the convention center.
With roof replacement and
other major needs the Unw
provements could cost
more than $1 million.

Councilor Ray Nunley
said the convention center
could be self sustaining
an:d he ProPosed putting
30 percent of the revenue
tram the center back into
its maintenance.

Laura Doth :from Grind­
stone Graphics then
spoke. Her company has
cont;racted with the village
for five years to provide
marketing and promotion
for the village. Since her
com.pany tOok over mar­
keting and promotion the
lodgers tax has increased
79 percent, she said. "For a
community with a popula­
tion of 8,000 permanent
residents, Ruidoso is
ranked fourth in the state
for 19dgers tax collec­
tions," Doth added.

But that was challenged
by those who said the
lodgers tax revenues inw
creased. because of the
dramatic increase in the
number of rooms and the
increased costs of roonlS.

This year her company
is focusing on the "drive
rnarket~ of visitors making
day and overnight trips.
"In three hours you can be
here from Albuquerque,;"
Doth said.

Rene McAllister, who
owns vacation rentals,
said she does not get a 19t
of calls for rooms from
people who said they saw
an advertisement about
Ruidoso. ~How do you
track your advertising?"
she asked Doth.

Doth said they try to ad­
vertise . in publications
that have some type of re­
sponse card and now they
are going to a 1-800 sys­
tem that will better track

. responses. Doth also said
she needs a new conver­
sion study to show the ef­
fectiveness of the adverw

tising, but it is expensive.
Patrie Pearson, director

of Ruidoso Chantber of
Commerce, said at the last
chamber board meeting.
members thought a task
force a good idea. Some of
the members concerns
were about the use of
lodgers tax for the arts.
and some questions about
the use of Grindstone
Graphics. "A task force is a
great idea." Pearson sald.
·Set a deadline to answer
questiona and make rec­
ommendations. then
make all information·
available to the public. If
we don't educate everyone
we'll have the SaJIle ques­
tions."

After ·more comments,
councilors discussed the
idea of a task force. Bob
Sterohi favored it, al­
though he also faVOJ'ed the
increase. Nttnley said the
task force was in order
and he wanted lodgen.
Grindstone Graphics. the
chamber and the villase
manager to be on it. Eg­
gleston inVited anyone in-

Eggleston said com.mu~

nities interpret the state
guidelines for use of lodg­
ers tax funds very broadly_
In the statute there are six
uses for the funds·~forcost
of collecting, administer­
ing and auditing the
funds; operation, mainte­
nance, reconstruction,
land and equipment purw

chase for any tourism re~

lated faeilities such as the
convention center; trans~

portation system; prenti~

urns fOT revenue bonds;
advertising, promotion,
publication for ~ttractions,

facilities and events in the
area; police, fire. solid
waste for tourism related
events; or any combina­
tion of the above.

Each year the village
dedicates $50,000· of funds
for ~.specialevents" such as
the motorcycle rallies. art
festival. etc. The remain­
der of the funds go to
Grindstone Graphics for
village promotion and ad­
vertising. Ruidoso Valley
Chamber of Comrt'lerce for
its visitor center, $150,000
to subsidize the conven­
tion center operations.
and for the Billy the Kid
National Scenic Byways
center.

Groups that receive
lodgers tax funds must
match each dollar from
the village.•And they have
to bring their receipts.
which is a way 19 audit,·

. said councilor Deborah
Marcum Byars.

Convention center direc­
tor of sales Barbara Crane
said the convention center
needs work. The center
W~ - ape-necf 'in 1992 and.

.

ture.
Chuck Duncan, who

owns several cabin unita
in Upper Canyon, said a
problem ~tlJ, lodgers tax
is when customers use
credit cards. He said the
lodger who accepts credit
cards must 'lay a. credit
card fee based on a per~

centage of the total room
cost. inaluding the'lodgers
tax. "This comes right out
of our pockets," Duncan
said. "It costs us to collect
the lodgers tax for the vil~

lage:'

GET A (;LUE !

, c;lIrr-izeze
~ _...,.~~.,-. Espresso Shop
~ ...,.,~ ".. & More
..----,. Where the beach is a state of mind

FUND RAISER

CAR WASH:.
Saturday, May 3~i:i

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p_m.,,;;~"ft](i;

Carrizozo Fire Station 'bl;:)),
$10 00 ' . '{If}

. (Inside&' Q!Uf:':'nc;,:'
Extra for large vehi""~:ji#'r,;(

.. ,. 41>
Sponsored by>:. ,:',;;,'>'

C"rrizozo VoIuntfHIT F1I'I!t4,.jfjt:"L.
All proceeds go to Carrizozo FireWbji'siOi$play

.Polaris ATP .'
Do more, more easily.

Featuring: Total load capacities of 380
Ibs for the 330 and 530 Ibs. for the 500.
VersaTrack locking differential, 330cc
and 500cc engines. On Demand 4WD,
Polaris legendary suspenslon,and
automatic transmission

(Continued from Page 1),
(·'JUSt' the lodgers tax or­
dinance can he inter­
prplPd in a hundred ways. ~

Romney said the village
lI~ds to develop prOC'eo­
dure~ to quantifY the use
of lodgers tax. He then
asked why the chair (If the
village lodgers tax l'om­
rnittpp works for l\t'es­
('alera Enterprises.

Mayor Leon Eggleston
said lodgers tax commit­
t('P r'l"presentation is es~

lablished by state statutes,
whic.·h can only be
changed by the legis la-

Ruidoso Creates Task

,/ ,

.. - ------~-........;.-------------_..
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END OF THE YEAR CHARACtER 'COlllVTS ·11( thru, sm'" :.~,,, .. ,, ,:. "/", "
GRADE}: These', students ":were· .l"ecpgni?.ed :fo:, being .," .,. '.
named to 'Character Counts' e.ve"ry mf?hth ·in lh!3.S..9.90 qL . ":,;'''': ':
·year. Pictured are: '·$t Row:- Patrldk, Barela" 'BransOrJ -:, .. ,.';' ....
VeJ;j'a, Caleb Ventura, Sharoia SoYd, Gene G"re·.· 2nd _.....,•...• ,'. . :.,., ",
Row: Lisa Vent[Jra," Zhim'e. Vega;' ·Shayna":. GaUach.er:; ,.' "',.. ' ,,'
Meson Huston, FlVlah Zamora, .3,d··RoiN: Tiffeiw. Velia...., .' • " •
Michelle Shivers, Jordlm Hill, .Saratf·F;erJ;justiri.Ath f1c:>w::' '.'~. '. '.." '" .

.Maria Tate. Tessa Henc;lriCk~, Marrii!Jh V:arJejO&; .,,:' "

C.rrlzozo High School
students Stephene
Brewer (left)"," and Sam
Unga,o' . (rlghtl.. ere.
new Inducte~s to the.
National Honor SocI: .
etv· .
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Advertising,
use itll

. " '

Buil~ng Materials .'
~ and Construction .
METAL'BUlLDiNG

, MUSTSEL,L
40X~2

CA:il~~t1YE~"
_, 14100-292"0111:.'

, ,- ltp/5/29
, • *. ~ *.* * *; >It '>Ii If".'
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:_' ;'~'Count 'Tourism:';
'll~ ;'dL:f..tt~f:~~~i'u~~' "'D'e'c'·e'ivYes ,Grant:'

, , For DowntoWii.DeJ.1 .' [1,.,.
, . . Lincoln Avenue .' - " ,;., ,

'. NOTICBIS iniREaY,G1VEN THAT,THE ~.em-··
ing Body of the 'linage of Capitati Wi;Jt tliScuslt dnr­
'iog a pnblic h=ating on J:une 10, W03 at 6~30·p:m.
,at Village Rail the ~pplica.tlon by owner of OQwn-

. tOwn Deli'fur a Beer "nd Wine Licens~. This;ap~i-'
.' cation will then be ClJn$iderei:l' fur' approvlij dllQD8.

the regUlar trteetiitg of~tIie Village of Capi~Il.BOQ.rd.. '
. of Tni!itees'tm June 10-.2003 at 7:00 p.m. at·Vilfage "

'Hall, ,- - '
. .lal.KATHRYN GRWFIN "

VUJage·C.erk-'Ere~urer . , '."
Vllblge Of Capitart .,.

PublishOd' 'In 'ti;" U_h.',: iJ~u"'';'
T....~<blY. May 2!i..~03,., ',:. ",'",
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Mu,,,
SUtlRVlNE ,
Jlomogenl.ed. ,,,, IIIIl.
2", 01' Skim. . .~ ..j
SII11R JAV1H~ ........
Jlomo,entsed.
01' :&..

SlfAREiS,.
IftmA .
CII1JNIC lollilin' , , 2'~'1'P~.tnw_ .... OIl .-

.~
~: 1'OR" .,

SUNNY ASSORTED

c:oo~. -, ~~.'
1202, .... .- .... , .. ; i1I!''''' ,

DIE FDUDW'N6, nE""~'

.P,RICES EFFECT'Vi:: May ~9 to J~~e'4
HO~RS:, M.on: th:ru Sat. 8:30 :ain' ...ipni .
, CLOSED SUIUPAYS .

, .
J .-, I'

~,

"The sherifrs budget has
g~ne from $660.000 in 1992
to $lA million now," Mar­
tinez said. Martinez advo"
cated. consolidating dis­
patch with the .municipali-·. .
ties to save money, anQ he
also questioned :why the'
sheriffs office was dis­
patching for Carrizozo and
Capitan. at no cost, arid
providing police coverage
to Capitan. .

Martinez' was also con­
cerned about the. cost of
purchasingapd operating
the full si~ed Sport Utility
VehiCles purchased by'the
sheriffs office.
Co~nty commission

chairman Rex Wilson said
the' county is riot buying

. any vehicles at this time.
Stewart said it was the

county commi~sion that
had approved sheriff Tom
S~l1ivari's reque~t for ve-'
hicles in the past.' ,

County commissioner .
Earl Hobbs asked if Capi­
tan compensates ,·the
co,unty for dispatch' and
police services.

Sullivan said· last year_
they requested '.the village'

t;,,,'iifJ . •
:,1:; n'i . 'W~~~~~~h~~rli~Jl"~,...it"".~~~~\~,~·'\-..JAA.';j,~'il!-!o~"A~,\ O!ffl'~'iol-I&r-\JkN.J-:"..Lf~_'~·


