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Officials say area facing ‘drought’

BY JAMES KALVELAGE
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

With a void of precipitation
since Christmas Day in the Sacra-
mento Mountains, fire, recreation
and water conservation officials are
starting to say drought, and are
hoping weather patterns change.

But the chance of rain or snow
in the near future is very slim, ac-
cording to extended weather fore-
casts.

“This is the kind of winter you
get with La Nina,” said Charlie
Liles, the director for the National
Weather Service in New Mexico. “A
lot of storms are going north.”

The first three weeks of the new
year have been precipitation free in
Ruidoso, according to weather
records. A normal January would
deposit the equivalent of 1.21 inch-

Y

es of rain.

For October through December,
Ruidoso received 47 percent of its
normal moisture, according to
Liles. That measured 1.78 inches of
precipitation.

“Actually Ruidoso did better
than most areas of the state,” Liles
said.

Alamogordo, for example, re-
ceived only seven percent of its nor-
mal rain during the closing months
of 1999.

Statewide, October, November
and December posted 32 percent of
normal precipitation.

The National Water and Cli-
mate Center, in its January water
supply outlook report, suggests
New Mexico will experience an
even drier spring season than the
last three months of 1999.

Liles, who as a member of the
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] . Jim Kalvelage/Rurdoso News
Low river ﬂows., brought on by a lack of sndwpack and little in the way of precipitation for months, concerns Dick Wisner, executive director
gf the R:ldoso River Association. Wisner outlines where the river's recharge is derived from, and already realized impacts because of the area’s

ry conditions.

Governor's Drought Task Force
that met this past Tuesday, said
state and federal officials are al-
ready showing concern over the dry
situation.

“The consensus is everything is
continuing to dry out and the pic-
ture down the road doesn’t look
good,” Liles said.

Ruidoso area forest officials
agree, saying their agencies are al-
ready at a heightened state of fire
awareness, months ahead of time.

“I've instructed my staff to
begin talking with the surrounding
agencies, the Forest Service, the
BLM, in regards to the possibility of
requesting severity funding to ad-
dress the extremely dry conditions
that we're facing,” said Tony Reck-

See DROUGHT. page 2A

State seeks
authority

to sell fort

BY DIANNE STALLINGS
RUIDOSO NECS STAFE WRITER

State officials want authorization
to sell historic Fort Stanton if the
right deal come along.

State Rep.. Dub Williams, a Re-
publican who represents Lincoln
County, was asked to introduce a bill
that would permit the sale of the 80-
building complex, said Mark Moores,
public information officer for the
state General Services Department.
The property control division, which
directly oversees the fort property,
falls under the GSD.

County Commission Chairman
Rex Wilson, who was re-elected
Thursday to head the board, told
other commissioners he met with
Williams earlier in the week in Santa
Fe.

The state representative wants
input from the public before he intro-
duces the bill, Wilson said.

“But if he doesn’t carry the bill,
someone else will,” Wilson said.

No one has submitted a purchase
offer, Moores said. But the move
would open up more options for the
state.

If, as one local group has pro-
posed, a private trust was formed to
create a living museum and conven-
tion center at the fort, it could submit
an offer, said Commaissioner Leo Mar-
tinez, who met with Gov. Gary John-
son about the fort Wednesday.

But the bottom line would be dol-
lars.

The price offered would have to
at least meet the appraised value of
the land and buildings, which would
have to be updated from 1995. An ap-
praisal was put together that year
after Johnson closed the fort as a
state hospital for the developmental-
ly disabled.

Martinez said Johnson would
welcome a firm proposal that would
alleviate the state's obligation to
maintain the fort, established in
1855 about 12 miles northeast of Rui-
doso.

“He said it costs $300,000 just to

see FORT. page 23

Carrizozo, Capitan get funding through CDBG

BY DIANNE STALLINGS
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

every year, received $25,000 for more planning

work.

The town of Carrizozo scored big this year, re-
ceiving $585,000 in Community Development

Block grants from the state.

According to a summary from the Southeast-
ern New Mexico Economic Development District,
the county seat will be awarded $325,000 for
street and drainage improvements and $260,000
for sewer system improvements under the Colo-
nias (border communities) grant classification.

The village of Capitan, which is a winner

Lincoln County wasn't as lucky. scoring 95th
in the state, out of the running for any of the $15

million being allocated.
The county wanted t

tem in a center for the developmentally disabled
in Carrizozo and was asking for about $65,000,
said County Manager Tom Stewart.

Economic district director Tony Elias suggest-
ed the county ask the state Legislature for the
money, he said. The Legislature convened this
week in Santa Fe for a 30-day session.

Next year, the county could submit a grant

proposal to build an addition to the substation in

Ruidoso, Stewart said. Now that commissioners
decided to allow the sheriff’s department to retain

all but one of the offices allocated to it in the build-

o install a sprinkler sys-

he said.

ing, the county could show that more space is ur-
gently needed by the state health department,
which i1s housed on the other side of the building,

The board that hands out grant money may be
more sympathetic to provide space for a state
agency serving women and children than it would
for a sheriff, he said.

Lincoln County commissioners cave into sheriff’s demands

BY DIANNE STALLINGS
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

Sheriff Tom Sullivan scored three
for three Thursday in battles at the
Lincoln County Commission meeting.

He won approval for a new deputy,
he kept all but one of the offices allo-
cated to his deputies at the county
substation in Ruidoso and three of his
deputies didn’t have to forfeit unused
vacation time in excess of the county-
allowed maximum.

But at times, the sheriff was irri-
tated, telling Commissioner Leo Mar-
tinez, who was pushing for more space
at the substation for the state Health
Department, “Lets get it on.”

Martinez pointed out that the
county is not only obligated to.provide
space for the sheriff, it also must pro-
vide space for the health department.

bert Esparsen, director of a
state public health district covering
nine counties including Lincoln, said
the offices the health department oc-

cupies at the substation on Kansas
City Street are nice, but “we’re in dire
need of additional space.”

About 850 square feet used by the
sheriff is not eccupied on a full-time
basis, he said. If the health depart-
ment could move into half of that
space, Family First and Children’s
Medical Services could be included.

Families First now is housed 'n an
auto repair garage “and that situation
is no longer acceptable and the county
will lose the program if it can’t find
somewhere else,” Esparsen said.

“I think Lincoln County has been
good to us, and we have been good to
the county,” he said, adding that more
than 1,500 patients are seen a month.

The Women, Children and Infants
program brings $350,000 into the
county through grocery purchases
and gross receipt taxes, Esparsen
said.

Public health nurse Theresa Luna
said the departmoni. has asked for
more space fo: f ve years with little

result.

Initially County Manager Tom
Stewart suggested splitting the space
being used by the sheriff, leaving him
two offices and part of a hallway.

But Sullivan said he was willing
only to relinquish one of his four of-
fices and none of the hallway. He
made that offer before he was asked,
Sullivan said, noting he was left out of
some of the early discussions on the
issue.

He told Martinez he resented any
implication that he orchestrated heav-
ier use of the building by deputies re-
cently to back up his,position.

“I'm not saying the sheriff should-
n't be out there,” Martinez said. “I'm
just saying if the offices are not being
used to the maximum, split them up
half and half. If in the future, he can
better serve the public by being there,
then expand the building.”

Local Libertarian Party official
Tony Seno read a letter from Ruidoso
Police Chief L.anny Maddox in which

he stated although he couldn’t accom-
modate Sullivan'’s deputies full time,
they could use the police department
to fill out reports, make calls and con-
duct interviews when away from the
base in Carrizozo.

“I tell you I'm not going to do it,”
Sullivan said.

“That shows how obstinate you
are,” Seno shot back.

But a former political opponent of
Sullivanp backed the sheriff’s stance.

Ralph Romero said the health de-
partment only operates from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m., but law enforcement doesn’t
work just those hours.

“Crime is not on a schedule,” he
said. “(Deputies) may not be there for
eight hours and then may be there the
next 100 hours straight.” .

“No one denies the needs of the
health department,” Commission
Chairman Rex Wilson said. “It's grow-
ing and maybe we’re late in looking at
it, but the sheriff’s department also is

growing.”

Commissioner William Schwett-
mann offered a motion to accept the
manager’s latest recommendation to
give one more office to the health de-
partment. It passed 3-1, with Mar-
tinez voting against it. Commissioner
L. Ray Nunley was in Texas due to the
iilness of his mother.

Earlier in the meeting, commis-
sioners followed Stewart’s recommen-
dation and approved a one-year ex-
tension to the county’s policy that va-
cation time in excess of 160 hours
must be forfeited if it wasn't taken be-
fore the end of the year.

Three deputies collectively accu-
mulated 904.5 hours of unused time
off.

“IDue to personnel shortages, the
sheriff’s department currently closely
regulates deputies taking vacation
time,” Stewart wrote in a memoran-
dum to commissioners. During a re-
view of mid-year budget adjustments,

See SHERIFF, page 2A
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8irius, the brightest star 1n the night sky, is most often
associated with summer It risea with the 5Sun then, ush-
ering in summer's “dog days.” But the best time Lo watch
Sinus i1s duriny winter Tomght,
p-m., and remains visihle throughout the night.
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Bonito City, ‘“The Old Soldier claim on the side of the hill.”

SCRAPBOOK

A glimpse into Lincoln
County’s past, compiled from
local newspapers by Polly E.
Chavez.

White Oalss Eagle
jan. 18, 1900

White Oaks can again boast
of its temperate qualities — only
one saloon now running, the

“Palace” is a thing of the past ... -

onlv a dream.

D. Perea, sheriff of this
county, visited Santa Fe the
past week.

The W.OB. & L. Co. has

moved the -Capitan saw mill
into another timber hill of the
Capitan Mountains and will
soon be sawing lumber.

Rev. E.F. Goodson, presid-
ing elder of this district, left for
El Paso Tuesday. He had been
conducting a revival at the
Methodist church the past two
weeks.

LMM. McReynolds was
here from Gray, Tuesday Mr.
McRevnolds is in charge of the
livery business fur 8.T. Gray at
the Salado and had drummers
with him.
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FORT: State oOfficials say no offer for the historic facility has been made yet -

Continued from page 1A

-~

"keep it in mothballs,” Martinez

said.

After the commission meet-
ing, Dick Weber, head of Fort
Stanton Inc., the group advo-
cating the living museum, met
with County Attorney Alan
Morel.

Weber plans to call a meet-
ing of the organization Wednes-
day to decide the next course of
action, Martinez said.

The state Corrections De-
partment, which used the fort

for nearly three years for a
women's mmu'num security
‘prison, is talking to twe compa-
nies about establishing a drug
and alcohol rehabilitation cen-

ter at the fort for male prison-
ers being released into the gen-
eral population.

Last year, Corrections Sec-
retary Rob Perry closed it 4s a
women’s prison, citing the same
problem with high overhead.

Martinez said the

governor .
thought the rehabilitation cen-

ter could be accommodated at
the fort along with other activi-
ties.

‘those

But more than historic

buildings and land are at stake,
the i said durmg
the meeting.

The fort property carries
with it 165 acre feet of water
rights. One acre foot equates to
325,851 gatlons of water.

“If we dont get involved

now, we could discover after the

fact. that the state has sold
rights,” Martinez said.
The bill the GSD wants
passed would give the state a
chance to see if a company,
trust or other entity, including

the .federal government is in-

terested in acquiring the fort,
Moores said. 1

That option, as well as lease
agreements were explored
,without success in 1995-96.

“We have no specific buyer
in mind. We just want to have .
all the options available,”
Moores said. “We are obli
to leverage state assets to house
state departments. It's a
property, but it doesn’t reaﬁ;ogt
mmto the needs of state govern-
ment” as far as efficiency and
economy is concerned.

“We're not hlstonans and
we don’t run museums.”

DROUGHT: Forest rangers are already on alert because of the dry COI'ldlthﬂS

Continued from page 1A

er, the forestry manager with

the Bureau of Indian Affairs on -

the Mescalero Apache Reserva-
tion. He said that would mean
a helicopter would be eying the
forest, and additional patrol
personnel would be hired, per-
haps as soon as a couple of
weeks. Normally such diligence
begins at the end of March.

“l keep being reminded
that four vears ago we had a
fire in February that burned up
a couple thousand acres, " Reck-
er said.

Drawing comparisons to
four years ago, Recker said for-
est fuels are becoming so dried
out it would take a “whole lot of
precipitation” to ease the ap-
proaching fire worries.

Two wildfires earlier this
month sent fire crews scram-
bling to halt the flames. -On
Jan. 3, 450 acres of grasslands
southeast of Carrizozo raced
across the landscape.

Carrizozo fire chief Leroy
Zamora said he couldn't recall
such a large wildfire in the win-
ter. That fire was attributed to
the disposal of hot ashes.

A week later, 175 acres
were scorched just outside Rui-
doso, in a blaze described a sus-

picious by officials at the
Mescalero Apache Reservation.

“We're not crying wolf right
now, but if we dont get any
spring rains well be in trou-
ble,” said Matt Reidy, fire man-
agement officer for the Lincoln
National Forest’'s Smokey Bear
District. -

“Right now we're close to
1996," Reidy said. “That was
kind of a base line for severe
drought conditions.” -

He said forest rangers are
starting to take some fuel mois-
ture readings to better under-
stand just how dry congditions

are.
ing the summer of 1996

the U.S.

the national forest sround Rui-

doso for one and a half months

because of high fire dangers.

The Rio Ruidoso already is
feeling the lmpact of a dry fa.ll
and winter.

“It's shapmg up like anoth-
er 1996,” said Dick Wisner, ex-
ecutive dipector of the Ruidoso
River Association, Inc.

River flows are currently
one and a half to two c.f.s.
(cubic feet per second). A
healthy river, said Wisner,
would bhe at least six c¢.f.s. right
now.

“It's now at the point, the

orest Service closed .

river's low flow, that it's geri-
ously affecting the fishery, as
well as the river itself.”

Wisner said a snowpack at
the higher elevations is needed,
coupled with ample rains dur-
ing the summer, to sustain the
Rio Ruidoso’s health.

The mountain peaks cur-
rently have little, if any snow.

" “The flow nght now is a
clear and present danger,” Wis-
ner said, State game and fish
authorities wont stock the
river until flows come up to at
least four c¢.f.s., he added.

“It's a bit of a blessing in
disguise,” Wisher said, adding
“it shows we do have a water
problem. It shows the river is
not dependable as a water
source.’

. He said the concern is dif-
ferent ‘than a decade or two
ago, with Ruidoso tripling its
permanent Popnlatmn base.”

Ruidoso's mayor is confi-
dent the village's water supply
will be adequate should precip-
itation be elusive.

“Were in good shape to
meet commitments for water in
the village,” Robert Donaldson
said Thursday afternoon.

Donaldson said water for
drinking and fire suppression
are the village's top priority.

“In the last six years, Rul
doso has spent $6.9 million on
improvements to the water sys-
tem. We still have a long way to

‘g0, but our system is much
more robust than the early
nineties,” the mayor said. -

The village’s Hollywood
Well, capable of delivering
1,000 gallons of water per
minute, is expected to be back
on line in February. And, Don-
aldson said, despite the low
level of Grindstone Lake, there
is enough water in the reser-
voir to meet the village’s needs
for almost one year.

“It doesn't mean we can be
wasteful with water,” Donald-
son said. “But we see no threat
at all to drinking water sup-
plies.” _

The mayor continues. to
urge conservation, especially
when it comes to the water sys- -
tems “low priority” — outdoor
watering,

Donaldson said he will an-
nounce to the village council at
its Tuesday night meeting that
the community ‘will move into
“phase three” of its four leveled
water conservation code.

That would restrict outdoor
watering to Tuesdays, and pro-
hibit watering between 10 a.m.
and 5 p.m.

SHERIFF: The commission has approved an additional deputy for the force

Contmued from page 1A

Stewart recommended Thurs-
day the commission not use
any of its reserve in excess of
state requirements to fund re-
quests still standing from last
summer.

The requests include a
ramp for the handicap at the

senior center in Carrizozo,
money for the Capitan and Rui-
doso public libraries and an ad-
ditional deputy for the sheriff’s

department.
“We started the year with
$121,000 in discretionary

money and now were down to
$71,000. We can't afford any of
these.” Stewart said.

But on a motion by Com-

In special honor of the 80th birthday
of our Mother, Grandmother

and GREAT Grandmother

Martha Graham

You are invited to participate in an OPEN HOUSE,
SATURDAY, JAN 22
at her home in Carrizo Canyon
2 PM.-5 BM.

Refreshments will be served

misgsioner Rick Simpson, sec-
onded by Schwettmann, the
board approved a fifteenth
deputy for the sheriff at
$14,234 for the remaining five
months of the year.

Sullivan said he’s trying to
pget the department back up to
16 deputies where it was in
1985, when he previously
served.

LOANS

USUALLY THIRTY

SHOO

1 LICENSED BY THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

WE WANT TO MAKE YOU A LOANI
CALL US TODAY

Gentry Finance

257-4999
2701 Sudderth West

The motion passed 3-1 with
Martinez voting against it.

“The county manager rec-
ommended we hold the line,”
Martinez said. “I don't think
he’s anti-sheriff or anti-law en-
forcement, but he recommends
we wait.”

But Virden said if a deputy
isn't added now “we’ll never
catch up.”

MINUTE SERVICE

$500

Take some of

Outside of Lin_coln & Otero Counties

3months .............$21.00
6months .............$27.00
lyear........o.oo.....$43.00.

Call Gina at (505) 257-4001 .
or send check or, monegprd
Ruidoso News PO, 123'
Ruidoso, NM 8835’5 w
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Rumosoans

BY DIANNE STALLINGS
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

A motion to conduct the
next Lincoln County Commis-
sion meeting in Ruidoso died
in a 2-2 split Thursday.

Commissioner Rick Sim
son said he was asked by a
sent Commissioner L. Ray
Nunley to_propose scheduling
next month’s meeting in- Rui-
doso for a second hearing on
self assessments for county
subdivision road improve-
ments.

But Commissioner William
Schwettmann sald he’s re-

ceived several complaints from
people who were in the audi-
ence at county. meetings in the

Ruidoso Convention Center

and said they couldn

't hear,

"County Clerk Martha -

Proctor said. He alsp pointed

- out that county subdivision
- roads aren’t in the village.
' Proctor said she has prob-

lems with taping at the center.
The situation is better at Rui-
doso Village Hall, but still not
‘as good a8 in tho commigsion
room in the courthouse in Car-
rizozo, she said. .

Another problem is trying
to-bring all needed backup ma-

Texas woman shot in an
apparent suicide attempt .

Aahooh.nﬁ;tm Street
residence in Thursday
- morning has left a 21-year-old

San Antonio, Texas woman hos-
pitalized and a 24-year-old Rui-
doso man in police custody. |

. The woman, Regina A.
Martinez, received a gunshot
wound to the abdomen.
© Martinez underwent
surgery Thursday at Gerald
Champion Memorial Hospital

in Alamogordo.
ice were called

Ruidoso
to 112 Texas St. at 5:27 a.m. on
a call of a shooting victim and
anattemptedsuicidel.me
According to a police report,
Justin P. Lindley, 24, allegedly
gm‘bol o l?lssohead aﬁlurmgm
to a
struggle by another female to
try to wrestle the weapon from
Lindley, the gun accidentally
discharged, striking Martinez.

- Followmg the .shooting

Lindley reportedly went into
the kitchen of the residence and

slashedhlswnotmthabutch_.

er knife.
Both victims were taken to

the Lmooh; County Medlcal '

Center.

" Martinez was later trans-

ported to Gerald Champion

‘Memorial Hospital in Alam--
where she was listed in

stable oondltlon Thursday

évening, following ext:enswe

ﬁ dley, who Was dlB- ’

charged fnoln the Lincoln Coun-

ty Medical 'Center followmg
surgery, was placed in
tive custody by Rmdoeo Police.

“He will remain in custody

until other . treatment re-
sources are arranged,” said
Ruidoso Police Chief Lhnny G.
Maddox.

- - | _LOC&L NEW&.
County comm1ssmn contlnues to nix

terial for issues and makmg
copies of corrected minutes
after drafts are approved by

commissioners, she said. - _
“But I told them I'm versa-
tile and will be happy to do the .

minutes wherever they say,”
she said.
Commissioner Leo Mar-

tinez voted with Simpson on
e Feb-

the motion to conduct
ruary meeting in Ruidoso,

. Chairmnan Rex Wilson and

Schiwettmann voted agamot
the motion.

Contacted. late Thursday,
Ruidoso Mayor Robert Donald-

“son agreed that the Ruldoso

FUNE RALS

DEATHS

Convention Center is not set

up for taping government’

‘meetings and may present
some problems

“It's not set up for record-
ing, but- t;hores absolutely
nothing wrong at village hall,”

he said. “We hold more meet—'

ings than theyll ever hold. It’s
on T.V. and they have record-

ing equipment there. And
we're getting ready — probably
within the next month — to
redo all of our recording and

8] r equipment because we -

want it so. people don’t even
have to come to the podium

' and can be picked up while

doso as a meet:mg place

speak;ng from the audlonoo
~ Some people in Carrizozo
are resistance to the idea of
meetings in Ruidoso, he said.
“I will always cooperate to
have any kind of county meet-
ing over here, because [
it's important that a lot of
these meetings be close to the
-people,” - Donaldson  said.
“Within 10 miles. of city hall,
_you - probably have 80 to 90

_percent of the population of

Lincoln County. So I think it's
miore important for the govern-

ment to come to the people .
‘than the people to havetogoto

-the govemment

“her of meeti
lieve

‘against
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_ Whon commissioners set
the calendar for the year 2000
last November, they nixed af-
forts by Martinez to commit to
conducting a designated num-
in Ruidoso.

At that time, Nunley, who

.represe,nts Ruidosp .but chdn't. |

support Martinez, said he was
oonfidont the board would
honor requests to set. meetings

in Ruidosp when issues are on * '
-the agenda dealing with that - -

area of the county.

Martinez voted alone
the "“motion by
Schwettmann to set all of the
meetmg‘s in Cmuzozo

'Jackle Lcnora Holder

- Funeral sarvices for J ack~'

" ie Lenora Holder, 80, of Rui-
" doso, will be at 10 a.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 21 at the LaGrone , .
‘Funeral Chapel, with " the

Rev. Dave Bor% officiating.

- Burial will be at Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery
in San Antonio, Texas.

. Mrs. Holder died Tuesday,

Jani‘18, 2000 at her home, .

 wiShé was born Dec. 3, 1919
in - Ranger, Texas.. She had

-lived 9 Ruidoso for 12 years,
" moving here from Houston, -
Texkas. -She was @ homemaker.”

“"Burvivors include her

-~ husband, James R. Holder of
protec- . .

R‘uidoso, a sister, Lu Koch- of
San’ Antonio, Texas; and a
stepdaughter, Gwen Testa of

' Stratford, Conn.

The family requests
memorials to Alpha Home,

Ruidoso council looks at Water, other items

The Village of Ruidoso.

council will consider  a full
plate of agenda items and pre-
sentations Tuesday.

Councilors will get a re-
view of the village’'s second
quarter budget from village
manager Alan Briley. .

_ Mayor Robert. Donaldson
will deliver a report on the vil-
lage's water system. He is also
expected to announce that Rui-
doso will move into “phase
three™ of its water conserva-
tion program. (See story on
page 1.)

A public inforniation hear-
ing is also set dealing with the
village's water master plan.

The plan locks at Ruidoso’s
water supg-‘lg and delivery sys-

tem, inclu g proposed spend-
ing of $16 million dollars for

DOES

YOUR

CLUB
CHURCH
SCHOOL

HAVE A
SPECIAL
EVENT

Put it in our
What's
Happening
calendar!

Deadline is
Friday, noon

« .. prior 10.
. wWednesday
publi(:arion.

Entries rna; be subm '
mall, fax (25 -7053) or brought'

to the office at the Rutdoso

+« News, 104 Park Avenue.

improvements over the next 20
years.

agenda segment of the meet-
ing, the council will -consider
‘the appointment and compen-
sation for precinct workers for
* the regular municipal elect;on
that will take place on Mar, 7

Adoption of a resolution to

ly for a grant to New Mexi-
pll).atter Control, and a beauti-
fication act for Keep Ruidoso

Beautiful, will be before coun-
cilors.
Other items mclude

amendments to the 1999 -
2000 fiscal year budget for the
village. Approval of the
Lodgers Tax Committee’s rec-
ommendation of special event
funding for advertising of Pine-

During the regular oonsent.'

stock, renewal of an a.nnual
agreement with White Moun-
tain Search and Rescue, and a
bid acceptance® for $49,075
worth of renovations of the
mezzanine at the Sierra Blan-
ca Regiona! Airport are also an
tanp.

The village council will
consider a proposal for a plan
to encourage private -enter-
Forde to develop em Eloyee af-

able housing. T ey
take action on the plan.

A discussion of solid waste
issues is scheduled to take
place.

The oouncﬂ will also act on
a resvlution dealing with the
Municipal Police Public Em-
ployees Retirement Associa-
tiomn.

i .""k. w:” e
. §

Low Rates

Buying a home is an exciting time. Don’t let the
unknowns surprise you, let First Mortgage help
you finance your dreams - without the surprises.

First Mortgage means lower rates, less closing costs

suebes =
JACKETS «
TERRIFIC

Stampede
Super Sale

GReM I
LEATHERS
COATE =

BLOUSES

FURS
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. Vera Berlin Quinn |
" Funeral Services for Vera

could

300 E. Mulberry,. San Antomo,:

Texas 78212,

Arrongements are under

' Churth, with the Rev. Jim,
Smith ofﬁciotmg Burial will
follow at Forest Lawn Ceme-

the direction of LaGrone Fu- tery.

- neral Chapel of Ruidoso.

K]

‘Berlin Quinm, 83, of Ruidoao,
.- will. be at 8 p.m. Fnda;s Jan, ”
21 in the F1rst Chrlst,lan

' _Jan 17, 2000.in Ruidoso. @ -
She was horn: July 14,

“Mrs. Quinn dxed Monday,

" 1916 in Navasota, Texas.

. She was, a member of the
'Altrusa, P.E.O. and the- Fxrot
*Christian Church. -

She moved to Ruidoso in

1

1968 from':Nevasota and was
a homemaker; housewxfe and

ial mom.
Survivdrs include. her
daughter, Jennifer Jane

- . Quinn of Ruidoso; a brother, -
Morris Dickson Otto of Satel-
“lite Beath, Fla.; and several

nieces and nephewe L.
Arran ents ‘are under,

the direction of LaGrone Fu-’
m’eral Chapel -of Ruidoao. * '

Ne@d g;

S@“ Somethlng fast'?
'f'—-—-‘%s- a classified ad!
CaE 257 4001

FIRST -
SAVINGS
BANK

Certificate of Deposit
$500 minimum deposit

13 month CD
Penalty for early wnt,hdrawal
_ APY accurate as of-

_* Annual Percentage Yield

2713 Sudderth Drive
Ruidoso, New Mexico 88345
(505) 257-7170

\ (nnmmmmm -

T0-0Uh
~ DIAMOND -

[ _ WINHERS]

‘day, Janvary 22 at 8 PM
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OUR ()PINION

| Indigent health Care'
and who controls it

_ Congratulatmna are due the Lincoln County Com-
mission for at last tackhng the issue of health care for in-
digent people.

A public hearing Thursday was the first round in es-

tablishing procedures for helping those in the countywho =~ =~ - T
‘Music to admire -

need, but can’t afford, critical health care. Commissioners
last year established a .125 percent {or one-eighth of a

~ cent on every dollar) gross receipts tax to fund the pro-

gram.

decision, on the program (this was written before the
Thursday meeting), the draft document circulated to com-
missioners seems particularly designed to separate the

wheat from the chaff in determining who gets thelr health

bills paid by the county.

Unless it is changed before it becomes law however
one provision of the proposed Lincoln County Indigent
Hospital/Health Care Ordinance (IHC for sh'ort) seems of
doubtful intent. The draft ordinance establishes the Lin-
coln County Commission as the IHC Board, with total au-
thority to approve or deny Health care claims. The hired
county manager would be the sole interpreter of the 16
pages of regulations; the :lrE document includes a stated
tilt toward the most restridtive interpretation in case of
conflict with other provisions or laws.

The commission hemmed atd hawed over even estab-

lishing an indigent fund, and now would become the sole
deciders of who gets help.

(The draft ordmance also m:ghtbeseenbymmepeo— :

ple to inject the commission :u:tto Qperatlon of the Lincoln
-~ read that

County Medical Cﬁntg‘rd%i i o
" taxpayer — owns the orvits t.
expansion, but hasn't in pa%en siich a direct 1

The fact is, LCMC has been asking for years for an mdi-
gent fund to relieve some of the drain on its own re-
sources—and, of course, the 4.25 mill property tax levy
originated for bricks and mortar but later expanded to
cover some operating expenses. At the minimum it’s a
question the voters might decide in November.)

Perusing those pages of proposed indigent care regula-
tions is a bit like trying to fathom a health care insurance
policy, or the provisions of health maintenance organiza-
tions—the often-decried HMOs.

Hopefully, when the commissioners finally adopt an or-
dinance so critical to the medically needy in the county
they will conclude that somebody else — not- themselves —
should be making the nitty-gritty decisions about who is
rescued from bankruptcy and who isn’t.

Without secoitd-guessing the commission and its final .

‘eombat veterans,
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To the editor:
Thanks go to Mr. Robble

Stevens, members of the Rui-

doso High School 24 Karat
Band, Joe Burgstaller, and

the Ruidoso Community Con-

cert Association for their én-
joyable concert last Friday
evening.

This concert demonstrat-
ed the effective results of the
cooperative effort of several
organizations. It also demon-
strated the gbsolute need for
the continudtion of classical
musical instruetion in ‘public
schools, as well as the appre-
ciation” of the community in
these endeavors.

_ Robert K. Rowe
Alto

A diminished Army

To the editor:
As a retired U. 8. Army
51 atrooper, I must ask, “why
id our people, mcluding we
silently
" allow Congress and Presi-
dents Bush and Clinton to
slash our military to its cur-

- rent critical level?” As in past

wars, this will, probably, re-
sult in needless casualties for
our nation’s youth in future

" conflicts. Who cares?

We are relying too much
on technology and not enough
on manpower.

. Bach year we spend bhil-
lions of dollars on foreign aid
and protecting foreigners
from themselves, while some
of our own troops are on food
stamps and 85 percent of our
homeless are veterans. Addi-

tionally, our military units are .

having problems maintaining
their combat readiness. Final-
ly, our armed forces are hav-

%

ing diﬁiculty recruiting and

retalmng personnel.

Many of our servlce mern-
bers are tired of b . the
world’s policemen.” Each’ day
there are over two dozZen wars
occurring around . the -world.
In 1995, the President

‘promised that our - troops

would. be  withdrawh from
Bosnia by Christmas of 1996.
Another broken promise’ to
our nnhta.ry personnel. :

“An army ‘cannot win a
war unless it has the support
of its people!” Please support
our troops by voicing your
¢oncerns to your Congress-
men and the President.

. Franklin L. Boren
Tinnie

Save Fort Stanton

To the editor; =
In your Deec. 29th issue
Opinion — Fort Stanton
Patlently Awaits” — a great
article. I hope it helps to get
some action.

* m a Lincoln County’ ha-
tive, and all my life I've been
interested in Fort Stanton, I

,know your commissioners and

other folks in the whole area,
Capitan especially, as a lot of
jobs were lost when Gary
Johnson closed the fort..

I wish Gary would do a lit-
tle research on Fort Stanton.

Does he know where it is lo-

cated? I wish he would sorta
put “drugs” on the back burn-
‘er and look into the future of a
place ... its location, buildings,
climate and the big Merchant
Marine Cemetery nearby with
the many crosses.

Some of our Otero County

rine Cemetery

This great landmark

-should be put to some use, of

which there are many.
widh for 2000 is “Restore Fort
Stanton, soon.”
Louise Coe Runnels, alias
“Bonita Lou™
Alamogordo

Food for fhe .hu'ngry

" To the editor:

The Christian Services
food bank provided emergency
fooil boxes to over 2,100 needy
garsons last year Christian

ervices tould do this because
of the support provided by the
members of the Gateway

‘Church of Christ, the First
‘Baptist Church on Mechem,

the Community United
Methodist. Church, the Grace
Harvest Churech, ‘the Furr's on
Highway 70, and several very

nerous local businesses and

: lgl?dividuals

We take the responaxblli

of helpmg the hun p

of this area’Ner{
‘BEvery 'effort is’ ma to

provide the maximuin amount
-of food to clients at the ah-

solute lowest cost. Direct do-
nations of food and money
help us the most. Please con-
sider making a donation to
the Chrlalnan Services food
bank at the Gatewas,v Chuich
of Christ, 415 Sudderth,
Christian Bervices is. open
Monday through Friday, 9

a.m. till Noon and 1 p.m. till 4

p.m. )
We will gladly accept deo-

nations of all types of canned
_goods, packaged dry goods,

and any surplus Y2K food or

pioneer boys, the Griffins, supplies.

went to Fort Stanton a few Arthur Hoopes

years ago and built a beauti- Christian Services

ful entrance gate to the Ma- of Lincoln County.
GUEST COWIENTARY

years. The |
‘Democratic
::::3‘;’;';:2%-
-to fiddle with
tax credits or
exempt capital gnins taxes on
ably ml;l.? the same wrm-
late ’Fl‘;;mc lllm to
: governor would _
- give- teachers a 3 percent
raise; the Demo-controlled- g

islative sids wants somewhore )

betweengdand tii.q24 s at:lll
improve education. (Gary
pmferavouchers.)

The Senate on Monday de- -
layed the governor’s speech -
-aﬁile.it-wrangled over, then

I by two-thirds A
ayear ago. (Vetoed bills are fair
evegeshortaeamon,an-

state constitu- - -

ders,

mcludmg MMcKibbm the

Senate minority leader, came
on strong with a non-

Johnsons

P e
ben also joined in that
we:r-ride movement. Whether

it gets a.hywhere will. depend

S e fooar

Sée what wemean? - |
The animosity between the
Fovernor and the legislative
eadership (now including
some key Republicans) is tan-
tamount to a guarantee that
the 2000 session will set hew
in cooperation between

'the executive and legislative -
branch

es.

We'll get sore sort of bud-

.get, even if it takes a special

session later on, But, mostly,
we’]lseepohtwalpostuﬂngad
™ Practically nobody in eith

a n either
house of the Legislature likes
the governor or most of his
grams. Nobody likes him but
the people who elected him.
Sometimes pridlock is the best
form of government.

Steady hand needed on: the reservatlon

BY JOSEPH Gmonmo
BAL M!-MBER

' Inmferenaetosmeletbers
written... Yes, the tribe has
made its economic impact in

.f‘bothLineolnandOterowunhes
d -andforthatmattertheenhre rinted: for oth
dfthestateandin letting out cont

g to gloat dbout this and

. bad no bpttom and. pl

wolves in positions of power to .

i:chthesh .Il:iﬁmmﬂ'ner 2]
mattermcm expand
gcononic’ ap

for non _gaming

~compliance with
regulations, and the acistlegis-
laturemSantaFe,wll;ﬂemma:a'

g Ll
empty ﬂl.'.l. ﬁ:lé hﬁ?l}m htlgﬁ )

: speﬁclfhe tribis monies a's_if'ﬁm-: o ‘

its very eyes, or rise up and rem-
edy the mistake, It is one thing
foranuraeboatandhyandassmt
‘a brain

for years; and it is an entively dif’
. ferent matter for that
- sigtant to try brain surpery in

nse-aR-
theabaenoeofﬂmsurgebn.




s i e A A S R L

mRuidnBo. thatat'

. onehmewaathehmsteadof.'

auﬂ:orEvqull,lstpla.t_medlto
. Bee an -apartmen compex
erected.

and four four-unit dwellings
-_builb,ﬁ)ratot.alonOapartment

“Wehaveadreampf -

mgandbuildmg le
and attractive apartment com-
pleuc We’recmnnﬁttedtoemel

_allowrmxltirfamilyusemamm
mercial zoned area.

] M_\msun COURT

lenge,” D'ebm-ahBymtoldtha
commission,

MacSnnth,anearbymm
dent, told the commission he
wasn’texmtedabm.ltthaadded'
t.raﬁ'u: 20 apartnwnt units

“they've .
cerns to resl:,” Smith said
- Lan

development inc
to;'iucal marker, honaring Eve ]

pllsh

LOCAL NEWS

dostlned for apartment complex

would to his
hood,bﬂng ‘neighbor-

After hearing the pmaent.a—. :

hondehveredby Byars’
tammofmymn-

and

at the site, were promised by
thetg;m
Bart Byars ‘pointed out .

“thewelaarealneedforapm't-
ments in this town.”
Barrow suggested
e an his-

The Byars said a commem-

orative bench; along a possible -

walking trail at the proposed
develo ment

-'me&',_lm.;?,l. 2000 SA'

“the .

- Mescalero ﬁre mdlcates arson

. Evidence collected by a
.epecial - fire investigator

_ ints to arson in the Jan.
10 blaze on the Mescalero

~ Apache Reservation. -
“It appears that we have

someone who did something
deliberate,” said Tony Reck-

er, Bureau of Indian Affairs
- forest manager on the reser-

vation.
An outside investigator
was brought in, after

- rumors a prescribed burn
went uncontrolled. -
. 'The blaze, which quickly
swopt - through 175, acres,

could accom- |

was Just miles from Rui-
doso’s village limits, and

came within a mile of the

tribe’s Inn of the Mountain
Gods resort and casino com-

plex,

Recker said it was the

_ewdance gathered in- the

investigation that indicated

. the fire . was mtentlonally.

set’

He declined to -say what -

evidence pointed to arson. -

“We are aware that the

suspect acted on the reser-

vation and it will eontinue -

to be investigated,” Recker

.r"_

Wh:le fire crews had halted

-case, amordmg to authori-

said. o _
'~ The arson case has
forestry officials and law
enforcement on the reserva-
tion on “heightened aware- .
ness,” said Recker.,
Several out bu:ldmgs‘
in the fire.

the spread of the blaze with-
in hours, mo, up and
taking care ot spots car-
ried over into a second day.

A forestry arson expert -
is continuing to wark the |

tiea, =

" The follow:ng cases were |

~ taken from the files of Magis-

. trate Court in . Carrlzozo, .

- Judge Gerald Dean J edpr:aar =
ing. They are identified by the

~ date filed, the defendant, the

charges and the case number. .

10 — Michael Lopes,

no age listed, Ruidoso; issuing

wort.hlesa cbeck M80-FR99-

- 108.
© Dee. 10 =—. Robert G.
McGee, no age listed, Level-
lanid, Texas; issuing worthless
check M30-FR99-109.
. Dec. 10 - Diane H, Loewy-
Olivas, no a listed, El Paso;
issuing worthless check; M30-
FR99-110,
Dec. 10 — Bennett Rodkin,
. 84, Las Cruces; issuing worth-
less check; M30-FR89.111,
Dec. 10 — Angela Lackey,
33, . Ruidoso; isguing worth-
logs check; M30-FR96-112.
Dec. 16 — Fernando ‘Bali-

.mnas, 29, Ruidoso; possession .

of controlled substance with
intent to distribute, marijua-
na, second or subsequent
offense, third-degree felony,
contributing to the delinquen-
‘cy of a minor, fourth:degree
felony, resisting evading or
dEl ot 1g 4 police officer, no
NAE fd! Gﬁl‘ls ANP-FeLiat
tion qfhi on demdnd
concealing identity - bmci

Think SNUW Think SNO\J Think SND\J Thlnk SNU\J Thlnk SNU\J Think SNU\J .

Gifts
l’oriﬁ"ho:ghts
That Last

Rosaries * Mﬂda’s = Staties * Books
Cards » Wedding & Baby Gifts

Baptismal Qutfits » Religious Jewelry

Scapulars & more . :

2500 Sudderth ~ Unit 12

Four Seasons Mull ~ Parking in Rear
Open Tucsduy-Satu ay

ra-,.

to distnct court.* M30-

FR99-107 _

Dec. 20 - Siiﬁbne -C,
Keith, no age listed, Ruidoso;
issuing worthless check; MSO-
MR99-188,

Dec. 20-——MelmdaFur

ness, 32, Nogal; contributing

to the del.mqu

of a'minor,

fourth-degree felony; MSO- .

FR99-113. .

Dec. 20°' —~ Maril
Hartwell, no age listed, -
vis; lasum worthless check;
MSO-FRQB-IM

Dec. 20 — Cody B. Brock,

no age listed, White:sboro,
i&suing worthless -

Texas;
check; M30-FR99-115.

‘Deec. 20 — Eileen Big—
mouth, wno . age liste
Mescalero; issuing worthless
check; ‘M30-FR99-116.

Dec. 21 — Philip Pekarcik,

33 Carrizozo; negligent use of
ead.ly weapon, carrym%-
while under the influence

I'mtoxlcant M30-MR99-187.

Dec. 22 — Eric Chavez, 19,

'Carrizozo, rtac:ewmﬁl jltql‘en _
~degree

elony R&so.mes.
,ll)sgc. 23 —

2Q, Carnzozo, crumnal sexual

penetration of a child under
16’ Maﬂ‘mga'llaa L] ]

.27 - Richard Mur-

phy, 39 ‘Ruidoso; no registra-

GEICO

Auto, Cycle, RVs, Trailers, Home
Owners & Renters insurance

4+ Low down-payment
4+ Monthly payment plan
+ Money-saving discounts

4 24-hour claim sefrvice
+ Immediate coverage
4 Free rate quote

CALL OR VISIT TODAY
1-888-646-2886
1200 N. White Sands » Suite 105
. Alamogordo, NM 88310

'FR99-200

. ag,

_tionm, llcei'lses suspended or

revoked, iniproper stoppin
and . parking, creatmg roa
hazard; M30-DR99-32.

De.c 28 — David Hunter,

21, Alamogordo; altered dri-. .
ver’s license by changing date’
of birth, concealing identity

M30-MR99-189.

., Dee,. 28 —-James Benson,
38, Garrizozo; battery;. Ma30-
Mnss-lso .

Jan.
West,. 33

~ Damon Wade
Datxl., contributing

- to the dellnquency of a minor,
ee felony; MSO-'

fourth-de; ree
Jan. 1 — Jonathan David
Nowel], 50, Ruidoso; notice of
appeal of reckless driving,
avated -~ DWI, third
pifense; M30—DR99-31 .
Jan. 4 — Sherri L. Partain,

_22 “Ruidoso  Downs; issuing

worthless M30-

check;
FR2002-02.

~dJan, 4 - Sylvia Zamora, .
age listed, Carrizozo; issu- -

no
ing worthless. check; M80-

MR2000-01.

. dJan. 4 — Pamelaw Gass,
48, Picacho; three counts issa-
lgmvggrglglass check; MSO-

Jan. 6 — John Chnstopher.

Fuentas .88, Rnswell; aggra-
batiery, MBO-FR 000-

.04

NTAva) BRIEFS

~ County Republicans‘ schedule meeting

-' The Lincoln County Republican Party.
‘announces the Lincoln County Mass Mesting
and.: the county Central Committee meeting to

be held on Saturday, Feb. 12, at 10 a.m. at the
' -meoln County Courthouse in Carrizozo. @

attend. -

Feor more mformatmn regarding
ing, call Dons Nelms at 268-4780. _

The objective of the meetmg ‘will be to elect
delegat:es to the New Mexico State Pre-Primary
Nominating Convention. All Lincoln County
registered Republxcan voters are: welmmed to

the meet-

Looking for laughs?
- Take a peek at
- Dave Barry in

- Vamonos

MILLENNIUM RESOLUTIONS

o EAT HEALTHY!I

o EXERCISE -MOREI

¥ TEACH SOMEONE TO READ!

Become a volunteer tutor with The Lincoln
County Literacy Council. Free training in
Ruidoso on Jan. 29 and Feb. 12, 2000. Call
Betsy Hambrick at 630-8181 or 800-934-3668
to register. It’s a great resolution to keepilll

JERRY D. ANCELL, CPA

wishes to announce the opening of his office for the
practice of accounting in Ruidoso, New Mexico,
oeffective Jonuary 1. 2000.

TAX PREPARATION

INTERNAL CONTRAOL CONSULTING
Fraup AND EMBEZZLEMENT INVESTIGATIONS
FinaANCIAL STATEMENT PREPARATION

LOAN APPLICATIONS

Janry D. Ancoll, CPA

1031 Machem, Sulte §

The Atic

Prime Source Morlgoge
Ruldoso, NM 88345
505-258-1550

Fox 506-258- 1336

Emat: JarAnc@hainet.com

Neww Mexico is kinown for its big s

buguerq +
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‘Economic commlttee looks at mldtown parf' g

use, becauae, as the ennunittee
agreed, e don't want to
walk to the shopping district.

BY JaMES KALVELAGE
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

m""ﬁzd‘m““*ﬁ‘ﬁgai‘é"n‘é“gta’f
especi -
rth Drive in midtown, has
some business owners. a
the village to address the n:

A number of thoughts were
delivered during a Thurs
- afternoon meeting of the vi
‘ lage’s Econormic Development
Ad Hoc Committee.

Reviews of other mountain

resort communities in the West.

told of private businesses ley,

charging for parking to park-
ing lots built by the mummpal—
ity.

Some of the mumclpally-
owned facilities featured

trams that would then deliver -

Baid

shor

economic development, panel,
business owners cannot

m‘stotheretalldistnct.

ill Chance, chair of .the

coritinue to take away
street parking stalls and think
ahoppara will continue to come.’

- On-gite business parking
requirements were relaxed

the village in apm-tofthebugly

_ness district to allow for mid-
town business renovations.

“Maybe we need to look at
more parking requirements on
lopments,” said Alan

manager.
ﬁfmg from the audi-

ence, village cpuncilor Ron
Anderson said it's known the
nndtown area néeds parking,

“What a\;thority does the

vﬂlage bnve to purchase park-

~ S

t.helroff'-

. Ruideso

Brl.-l

-mg areas? ‘We have a pmblem

and it’s going to costs us to
aﬂ;er it. -We need to ldentiﬁﬁn
go after it.”
nley said state law allows
municipalities to increase its
grass receipts tax to fund park-
ing lot projects, but. he added .
already has_the high-
est sales tax rate in the state,
- He also notéd parking facll-
ities can be built by municipal-
ities and paid for through

~_assessments on property own-
. erg-in s business district. The

property owners must reach .
some consensus on such a plan.
Someé on the - committee

said the vﬂlage had established
three'p lots, ‘each about -
‘a block bﬂ' S'udderth Drive.

Those lots normally see scant

PL et

"Better signs, to

was a recommendation of the
‘committee.

Steve Ta president of
e Ruidoso Vl}n:iriey Chamber of |

Oommeme told the comimittee
that parking contirines-to be a

concern raised by the chamber. - |
- The parking debate tvlﬂ'l:: '

part of a meeting agenda

included word that the Main
Street USA praject phase two,
which will redo sidewalks and
their appearance on the west
end of midtown, will eliminate

an estimated 40 percent of the " |
: 'preaent on street paﬂung along
-phase

Ll
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- High-speed chase
‘ends at 100+ mph

A hxgh-speed chase'in Rui-
pursuit of a stolen vehi-*

doso, in

- cle, was called off, when speeds

Wednesday night.
.. 'The stolen automobile was_
later found abandoned. '

Ruidoso police received @ _
call of & 1992 Mitsubishi, taken :

from a residente on Geor
White Drive just after 11 p. m
Wednesday.

Minutes later an officer
~ spotted the vehicle pon White
Mountain Drive, and the pur-
suit began.

A number of squad cars
joined in the chase.

The driver of the stolen
auto is reported to have disre-
garded stop signals and stop
signs, passed other traffic in no
passing zones, and fled at
speeds more than 100 mph. -

The pursuit was called off

for safety reasons, according to

a Ruidoso police report.

The wvehicle was’ later

. ‘found, unccmpled in ’I‘urkey
' Ca.ﬁyo ~doso, ‘admitted respmlsibﬂlty

The ewner of the auto said
the .vehicle -had been left
unlocked, with the key m 1t at

‘-“ hxaremd’ence
reached beyond 100 mph _

Police are mveshgatmg.

lookmg for a suspect or sus-
pects

M1chael Peng. 44 of Rui-

for the meore recently

break-in, according to N

~ Investigators are tnymg to -

determine if other break-ins in .
the area might be connected.

One of those cases mvolves

‘a home broken into Bometmle

i betweemJan.4 and Jan. 19.-

'Burglary suspect admits
to another case .

AsuspectarrestedforSev-

eral Ruidoso home break-ins
has admitted hxs m_volvement )

in another case.

Ruidoso nhce, ‘responding

to a report ot a broken lutchen

window at a Rio Arriba Drive

residence, have tied the case to

other incidents on Rio Arijba’
Drive and Otero Read. .

The broken window was
the only dainage done in the
newer break-in.

. Nothing appeared to be
missing from the residence. .

The incident was reported

on Jan 17

A police report states that
breaking and entering ocenrred

" along Rio Arriba Drive. In that

case it appeared nothing had.-

"been taken. Pohce evidence

suggests the case is tnedto the
other mc1dent.s 3

‘damages jail door

* A Capitan man, serﬁﬁ

time in the Ruidoso Polic& Jaﬂ

has had his ternr extended, for
criminal to damage to properl;y
at the lock-up. Aaron Matthew
Hale, 19, pl"eaded. guilty before
. magistrate judge of the

Onll Jan 1-3 an officer at the

- in court, pleaaed

aﬂ heard a am‘atching_ ng -sound
{m a door, an dlsoqwared the
words "dle cop”
scratched in the dodr Ques-
gioned m
e i, mimord

ing to a po repartxnlmaddl

uontoaao-dayterm‘forliein
- a minor in" alixf

possession

:l;gl -dilyale receivedfa,n add:,d i;ianal
sentence for damaging

the door at the polioe lock-up

Storageunitburgfar&ed |

A refter of a storage unit

“reported to police his unit had

been broken into, énd items
weremlssmg The incident is
believed to have occurred in
December or the first half of

January. Among the items .
missing from the Mechem -
Drive ,storage unit was an-

anthue mhloss register.

The
$2,600, making the mvesl:lga '
tion one of felony burglary

How to keep-»hdidaynplants alive into the new year

. LAS CRUCES — Live holi-
day plants carn be popular gift

items. But once the holidays .

are over, exotic house-
plants like poinsettias and
orchids alive may be challeng-
ing for novice gardeners, said a

New Mexico State University

horticulture specialist..

“Both poinsettias and

orchids require bright, but not -

direct, sunlight,” said Curtis
Smith with NMSU's Coopera-
tive Extension Service. “Inside
the home, this could be a

south- facmg window with _

short curtains diffusing the
sunlight.”
Avoid placing the plants in

drafty locations near fans or
heating registers. “The air
movement will cause water to
evaporate from the plants’
leaves more quickly. '

“Poinsettias adapt to
drought by drop dpmg their
leaves,” Bmith said. “We don't
want that to happen, so don't
let the soil dry out.” -

At the other extreme, over-
watering poinsettias may

cause root rot, reducing the

amount of water taken up by
the plants. _
“Poinsettias will eventually
lose their leaves,” he said.
“After this happens, give the
plant a rest by allowing it to
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We af Little N e are

tradition fo the heatt of Ruidoso. Those of .
who have visited us in Las Chuces are famfh‘ar m;"
e cooki o of .

| our (‘ne fradition of home

you that ate not, we would [ike |
and your family to join os for a wonderful New Mexico
dining expereticence, Lille Nellie’s has beeh featured
in the "GOURMET"™ and the "SUNSET" ma
hational level. In a mote local seffing, L
has been awarded beést SW. Mexicah faad 3 years
| funning in Las Chuces ﬂwugh ﬂu? PeDPIE’S cflﬂfce

. {eam'e in #ne "'Sun News.

Ldﬂe Nellie’s

P"Oud fo ﬁ'

our familie’s

of .
fo. cafeg&lbf invile.you

esona |
fle Nellie's.

-dry out .a little.

Occasional
watering and pruning when
the plant starts to come back
will result in a fuller plant.”

If you want red color for
the holidays, give the plant
more than 12 hours of k-
ness a day, beginning withthe
fall equinox.

Orchids may present a bi
ger challenge, Smith s
“Under excellent condjt.ions,
the colorful flowers can last
several months, even if the
plant dies. Some people may
choose to this route and

treat the plants as cut flowers, -

adding just enough water to
maintain the blooms.”
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STOCKING. STUFFER GD?’____ |

“offered only during

J anuary.
to mature Nov. 15

_I.___"Rate pa:d wlll bé

Mast Impprtant.

To keep the plants alive
and prom(}))te growth, place
them in 