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Ruidoso Downs council removes Fire Chief Nick Herrera

BY JAMES KALVELAGE
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WIITER

After being a no-show at a pre-termiration
hearing Friday, the Ruidoso Downs fire chief
was bounced from his job by the village council
Monday.

The council took the action following an ex-
ecutive session of the council’s regular meeting.
Village officials refused to détail the reason for
firing Nick Herrera, stating the matter was a
personnel issue.

Herrera was absent from the pre-termina-
tion hearing Friday and the counsel meeting
Monday, though his legal council was present.

Herrera’s attorney Robert Beauvais said his
client avoided the hearing because the village’s
attorney refused to provide documentation to
back up the charges against Herrera.

“He (Herrera) told me “Their minds are made
up’,” Beauvais said Fmday “He Ibeheves they are
going to fire himm Monday.”

The termination of the longtime fire chief
came on a motion by Trustee Judy Miller, “to up-
hold Mayor Miller's belief that Nick Herrera
should be fired.” The motion received affirma-
tions from all four village trustees. Dan Bryant,
the village’s attorney, said the termination was
effective at the end of Monday’s workday. He
said the village would apprise Herrera on Tues-
day of his termination.

Beauvais had sought “every piece of evi-
dence in the possession of the village of Ruidoso
Downs which can be used against my chient in a
termination decision,” according to an Aug. 24
correspondence to Bryant. The letter goes on to
state that the village had not provided a copy of
a State Police investigation finding no crime, an

audit of the village’s firefighters bank account,

nor statements from persons regarding issues in
question. Beauvais’ letter also said he had ad-
vised Herrera that it was not in his interest to
participate in any type of predetermmination
hearing until preliminary issues were resolved.

Herrera was placed on paid administrative
leave on May 4. A reason for being relieved from
duty was not spelled out in the letter to Herrera,
but did follow a series of memorandums from the
village manager questioning past procedures.
Herrera and his staff of mostly volunteers said
the “Miller mafia,” a reference to new Ruidoso
Downs Mayor Bob Miller, was “out to get” Her-
rera and the volunteers. At mid May, the 14 vol-
unteer firefighters resigned after the depart-
ment’s second in command was also placed on
leave.

“It’s no surprise,” Herrera said Tuesday. “It's

what they wanted.”

The custed fire chief, who had been with the
department for ten years, said he'll head to the
unemployment office and to court.

“I just feel they should stand up and say
why,” Herrera said. “I didn’t do anything wrong.
It’s going to get pursued further. We’'ll _}ust see
them in federal court.”

Between May 5, the date Herrera was placed
on leave, through the middle of August, the fire
chief was paid $10,838.92 while on suspension,
according to village figures.

Village officials have refused to comment on
a state audit of the department and on the focus
of a district attorney’s office investigation. The
prosecutor’s office has also declined to say what
it is looking into, though in June bank records of
an account held by the ﬁreﬁghters were subpaoe-
naed.

Warrant issued for

Cree Fire

BY TERRANCE VESTAL
AND JAMES KALVELAGE
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITERS

A warrant was issued Tuesday for
William Smith, 17, who allegedly
dropped the torch that started the Cree
Fire, after law enforcement officers
were unable to serve a court summons
on him and his nt or guardian.

Smith fmlegm to appear in Juvenile
Court Tuesday and is said to be on his
way to Wyoming with Michelle
Yarbrough, who is listed as Smith’s par-

ent or

Offigers. ) dof - Srnith’s. cut-of-- -
state move thro his grandparents,
said Assistant District Attorney David
Ceballos.

District Court Judge Karen Par-
son, who was presiding over Juvenile
Court Tuesday in Ruidoso, said she
would order a warrant to be issued to
bring the two back to Lincoln County.

A petition filed against Smith ac-
cuses the teen of neghgent arson. The

tition alleges that Smith “did reck-
{:ssly start a fire or cause an explosion
in the Lincoln National
Forest., which caused damage in the
value of $3.6 million.”

The other juveniles connected to

the Cree Fire were also on the Juvenile

juvenile

Court docket Tuesday.

Rachel Morgan, 15, with her attor-
ney, Patricia Ortiz, present, admitted to
allegations of possession of less than
one once of marijjuana. She said she
smoked marjjuana with Joseph Mar-
tin, the only adult in the group that
were present at the start of the blaze.

Ceballos said he wanted to post-
pone the disposition of Morgan’s case
until the rest of the juveniles involved
in the fire have gone to court.

Ortiz said Morgan is a “really nice

girl” who is “working very hard” while-

on probai;ion and has sought counsel-

IR e

o her ‘afitmission, Motget ¥ Focount,
ed how the group went t a cdve near
the Pines of Gavilan Subdivision the af-
ternoon of May 7.

Lori Brown, 17, who is accused of
intentionally makmg a false report to
police and of concealing her true name
to police, waived her right to first ap-
pearance and did not have to go to
court Tuesday.

Martin, 21, of Ruidoso, recently en-
tered a no-contest plea to one feloﬁy
count of contributing to the delinquen-
cy of a minor.

A second felony count was dis-
missed by the state as part of a plea
agreement.

BY JAMES KALVELAGE
RUIDQSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

A Ruidoso Downs woman es-
caped serious injury Friday after-
noon when she was bitten by a
python.

But the woman’s teacher said
he is setting the record straight
after stories blew the incident out
of proportion.

Ruidoso police responded to a
Main Road location on a report of

male.”

Prior to police arriving at the
scene, the snake had bitten Am-
athita Marisa Sanchez and had
taken her hand, up to 'her wrist,
into its mouth, according to a po—
lice report.

Python puts squeeze
on Ruidoso woman

a python “squeezing and attempt-
ing to ingest a 17-year-old fe-

As officers arrived at the resi-
dence the victim was being hel
down stairs to a waiting ambu-
lance. Bystanders had reportedly
pried the snake’s mouth from the
woman’s arm, causing some lacer-
ations to Sanchez’ hand.

“She said nothing really hap-
pened,” said Joe Avales, a science
teacher at Ruidose High School
who said he is knowledgeable on

‘herpetology. “It bit her finger,
there was a little puncture wound.
The python has tiny teeth, slight-
ly larger than oneasnxteenth of a
inch.” Pythons are non-vencmous,
he said. -

Sanchez said the snake,
named Flaco, had her right
and ritng ﬁngers in its mout And

See SNAKE, page 2A
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Roaring Tigers

. game, see page |B.

The Capitan Tigers roared out to a home opener Friday but almost let victory over Hatch Valley get away from them. For more details on the

Karen Boehler/Ruidoso News

Road closure sees possible compromlse

BY JAMES KALVELAGE
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

Access to part of the southern edge
of the Capitan Mountains, through a
road on private land, will be possible
again by signing in at the sheriff’s of-
fice

The road, through Santa Rita
Canyon, also known as a part of Forest
Road 338, was gated and locked four
months ago by the land owner.

“Were not anti-hunting,” said

Jimmy Clark, foreman of the G-Bar-F

Ranch north of Lincoln. “There’s nu-
mercus reads through the property to
get to the forest lands that we don't
heve any imtention of closing. Maybe
they’re not as convenient as this road,
but there are others.”

The ranch is made up of some
50,000 acres. Santa Rita Canyon Road
has been a popular access route for
hunters. It's also the location of the
Padilla Ranch House, an old but
served home on the ranch that had
been vandalized. The vandalism as well
as suspicious livestock deaths prompt-
ed the ranch owner to close the road

L4 &m?"—‘

James Kavelage/Ruidoso News

Jimamy Qlark, foreman of a ranch north of Lincoln, reledks a redently installed gate on a section of
Forest Service road that runs through the ranch’s property. A verbal agreement reached Tuesday will
allow the public access onoce again, albeit indirectly through dhe sheriff's office in Carrizozo.

four months ago.
Lincoln National
Jerry Hawkes, Lincoln County Com-
missioner Rex Wilson, Sheriff Sul-
livan, G-Bar-F Ranch owner Dede

Forest forester

Freeman, ranch attorney Archie With-
am, and Clark sat down Tuesday to dis-

See ROAD, page 2A
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WWMW uummmvuf
Teives the weziher feels, taking into socoum

1.3, Mgt On.lmlfwllu ﬂo.ﬁl'lﬂl
Veakowrs. ndtic:aliy this seposun 1o e sy ulrguisis cys:
L} LY}

tY's past,’ mmpiled from -
local newspapets by. Polly E.
Cha des h
two decades haAs S0 many
- White Oaks Eagle mines been in operation at
Aug. 30, 1900 any one time.
Great excitement prevails The future of Lincoln

here over a very rich strike of County's town is never
wire gold on the Coz’tlnghnfromme brighter, and when the Rock

a property of Jones erro Island and Northeastern
just west and joining the roads connect here, she will - -
North H mine ... grow like magic into a popu- :
The 20th anniversary of the lous and prosperous city, with ;
first settlement at White the largest area of producmg
Oaks Spring which was the mines to be found in the en-
birth of the towm will roll tire southwest.
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The funeral for'" E1va
Gertrude Srmth, 87, wua tm-

&mwasafo:merlong—hme
resident of Albuquerque, where
she retired from Sears, After
, she moved to. Ruidgso
in 1972, where she Lived until
1908, when she moved to Ari-
zona. She was a member of the
Order of the Easterm Star in
Alhuquerquaandchapter No.
65mRmdoso. :

and Harold Smith of'lhmrkana,

family suggests memor-
ial contribations to the
Methodist Children’s Home,
1111 Herring, Waco, Texas |
76708, Attention; Development
om(;\&rran by

gements  are

Shackelford Funeral Home in
Prescott,m'lz.

Collins Walker .
Graveside setvices for
Collins Walker, 94, of Ruidoso,

el baeate ¢ Southwest Carpet Outlets
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' dthaother had " Webb said of the

" Juistin Hunter and Michael
;nm:iowmmmaheﬂm

whmthewhenlajustﬁlloﬂ‘.'ﬁed'?-'l——
Rohertsonmokadvan I-Iall.‘z-yardrun But while held the
Cardinals scoreless, that was all the War-
- riors could pick up, and it was
w . far too little too
It was just one In addmthq: vléro the
of those games ~ turnovers, arriors
numbers, War-. o . . picked up about 100 yards in
tookﬂwlossin Ruidoso then just missed WNETe nothing e, that did-
'd' seemed to go n't he‘sl;ui thtel;:e cause. And
ﬁqg_;_)nght,"hesaii % LItMllk? have been unpre-
bad the stars were i pared for the top ranking.
o _ bad alignment “Rankings are
o orsomething” R | hndownplam_-and‘obv:-
gave up the ball six of yet it was a bigger deal
i Rodmey Webb, than I made it out to be. I
it once. , o coach think was a lot of pres-
the tot: age * offensi sure on our Lkids, being
ant one- thayaeamedtomnveﬂ.when ranked No. 1, he said. “I do

ﬁbrthmequartms,thamwnsnﬂ open.
Walker ran

'IheBearssnwedthmetlmsmﬂm

after

But Davis was equnlly pmud
squad,mtheteampwkadupﬁﬂsyards
Quarterback Saiz, who came back from

'mtof

See CAPITAN, page 2B
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Webbsmd,boﬂloutofslmpe
notqlnteadguatedtoﬂlmrposluona
“What we try to do is we try to allow

"Ibbeqmtehnneat,ltlnnquv t
we had a few kids who were a little
position. We shouldn’t havebeen

Part.ofthatwasbecauseofthemjury
toNathanStanaland was because
of changes in the Warrior lineup.
most of the six of the
mhmmm

>Z0z0 fa]ls
to heat,
Chargers

BY KAREN BOEHLER
RUIDOSO NEWS SPORTS

. CARRIZOZO — The Car-
rizozo Grizzly six-man football

the Jesus Chapel Chargers
Saturday, but heat and
exhaustion as well.

The Chargers took their

d
the Blasing alernoon toraper-

atures didnt help, sending
one Grizzly to the hospital
with heat exhaustion.

But coach Pat Ventura

- ‘wasn't ‘surprised by the out-
. come.

“l knew they'd be tough 7
he said about the two-time
"Texas Association of Private
aﬂd Pgmcléml School“l;tate
champio hargers v
one of the coanhesg bt:lkedelg
in Toxns said they’ tough
Everyone who played them in
New Mex‘ico said they’d be

They’re a good ball
élub. Ithl.:gthey’rethebest
ball c¢lub we'll see on our
schedule this year.”

" They did make it look
easy,acormgonthelrﬁmtﬁve

‘ﬂireeminutesmmdinmg
in‘thehalf

. downs,
ﬁ:rst half. but Ventura smd bis
quad did well. .
se, we did’ better
than we did last gek (sc)nm
maging against servej, so
that’s what 1 was shootmg
for,” he said. “So that’s a plas.

See 'ZOZO.page- 2B
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Grixzly Bryan Bartz wries to make an end run around a crowd of i
Charges early in Saturday's sbeman game. : -

’ZOZO: Immanuel Baptist is
Continued from page 1B | e
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chef salad with ham and Breakfast, Not. avallable

Wednesday, Aug, 30 —
Breakfast: Biscuit, sausage,
Jmee or fnnt

Barhecueonahun,
coleala_w, p:ckle spear, fruit
ursday, Aug. 31 -
Breakfast: Toast, cereal, juice
_ior fruit

Lunch: Burrito, Spanish
rice, salsa, a crisp

Friday, 1 - Cinna-

Nob Hiil Early Childhood
Center, Sierra Vista Prima-

ry, White Mountain Elemen-

tary, Intermediate -

Wednesday, 30 -
Breakfast: Cereal, ., ETa-
ham crackers, fruit

Lunch: Sliced turkey
sandwich, chips, Sun Chips,

cheese, Italian Dunkers with
sauce, carrot sticks, celery
sticks, Jell-O, milk
Thursday, Aug. 31 -
Breakfast: Donuts, fruit, milk
Launch: Spaghettl .and

meat sauce, Italian Dunkers,

chicken fries, veggie sticks,
lettuce and tomato, mnlk
fruit

Friday, Sept. 1 — Bmak
fast: Cereal mllk., gr ham
crackers, fruit

unch: - Pizza, .

Bteill mth dressing,

Tuesday, Sept. 5"
Breakfast: Donuts, ruit, milk
Lunch: Sliced turkey

.:sandwich, chef salad with

ham and cheese,  Italian
Dunkers with sauce, Sun

cg arrot sticks, celery
sti J

Ruldoso Mldl:lle School

Lainch: Not avmlable

8 . , salsa, fruit o -
school
Breékfast.

Luneh.Cheesaenchﬂadas
pmtobeans,salad froit

ﬁﬁch;m' ith gr
mas wi
en beans, rolls, salad, fruit.
mm Sept- 1 ~ Break-
fast: Cereal
Lunc{:ix:

Fried chicken,
gravy,

Foot-long chili
‘beans,

Lunch: Chef salad, crack
ers.dreamng fru:t. . _ k
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waalthyanﬂmse, and“Apamwsavedmapmnyeamed. ¢
be traced back thousands of years.

mcmmmu-_i‘mu

trnpe T hiial Fage by

Wordsﬂmtramh'ldusofsayings_amhlddenm'
Some words are hidden backward or di l% tfyaunan
find: WISE, SAYINGS, RULES, CONDUCT, H, PRIDE, ;

RESPECT, IONDNESS, RHYME, MAXIMS, INSPIFIE GGALS.
MESSAGE, STAMINA, JUSTICE.
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'dendlmeisSept.zz  Yog-
istration postmaik i
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 505-630-0077

3:00 p.m. -
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Temporary and Pefii
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. (tymphatic cahcer) and without any insurance - his

pmamnﬁkanddck!ﬂwn neeﬂyour help! '
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Rﬁtﬂlngoffﬁandmadeelkhnm chandelier -
: - $10-& chance
Donaﬂomcanbgmadem ﬁtlﬁtlmall!ankand
: ﬂnteNaﬂomlﬁllk : :
Anyoﬂewﬂlin 10 donate ftenis for auction please .
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and dﬂwr‘_‘mﬁ)rh_'

lenm more about the
‘ACT Asgessment; including
registration forms and  test

, sample
t-eam, and offers test prep.

ma .
mawhohavea]ready
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and to provide students with
information to help with edu-
cational and careers plans. -

_Education NM awards

Educate New Mexico
announoed that more than

$200,000 in educational schol- -

arships have been given,
allowing 187 children to attend
private schools. The program

ides scholarships to quali-
g ed applicants ‘beginning this
fall. Eligibility for the

1,000

e

adesK-Gandslﬁthfor

ades '7- 10 scholarships is

_ldmaaqd

lar for dollnr 'hdueatlon

Mexico’s raising eﬂ'm'ts.
The combined funds will pay
for the scholarships awarded
todagNM rofi

isa non-p t orga-
nization Bclmol
cho;ce an
in New Memeo

To make a t.nx-deductihle

contribution or for more infor-

mation, call John Onstad at
(505) 471-4221. -
A complete list.of scholar-

. ship recipients is -available

upon request.
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" Thank you Ruidoso from

Ric & Linda Berglund.
We wish to thank you for all the

support, prayer, gifts, visits, and calls
to Linda during her recent injury.

- She is back home pow after 4
months of hospltal ahd-"rehab You
will never know what a difference it
made to have our Rmdoso fnends

Exchange Student 3

" Enrichyour amlherwlmr. .
e e
xch st (giH or
® Fr::g:, Ge:;?:n}gscun
§ E n, Biazil, Ataly or 4
p::::er W@umriﬂwmniu;‘a host
0 o youmg intermationat
vikitor is,an experience
of & lifetime!
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T #nd Ay FRCTPAAYE

Call for infarmation or (o choose your own exchange student.
Large varicly of nationalities. inleresis, hobbics, etc. now available.

Sara at 1-800-733—2’773

Tulky Acvﬂ.dllml Imtmutinnnl Omnhlliﬂn :
| ASSE INTERMATIONAL S 1LY m ENCHANGE PROGRAM IS A Nun-nmnr !'Ulut‘mn‘ mﬂm
Rounded in 1976~
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ENMU-Roswell grows The . . 43,990-square-foot

Juat w . of the Performing
ArtsGenberonMathlsStmt.

-building will house a mix of
traditional classrooms, smart
classrooms (computer-based
instructional rooms and
labs), life science classrooms
and labs, new interactive
inatructional television class-
;'ooms. a meihn center al:g a
arge general computer

ade possible. through gen:
made sible ugh gen-
eral po:bhgatmn bonds
approved by voters in 1994
and 1998. Construction is
scheduled to be completed by_
May 31, 2001.

| Lee Cattle Co. Gnlle

Introducing our New Dally

12 Delicious items starting

Lunch Menu
Mon-8Sat 11 -5

- $3.99 - $5.99

\gr 70 * Ruidoso
(505) 378 - 4747

Kenneth E. Whitaker

Last Seen on Aug. 7th in-
Las Cruces
DOB: 2-28-66
Height: 5’5"
Wt.: 180 Ibs.
Hazel Eyes

Kenneth hE-ld worked in the, Ruidoso area

in June for the Census Bureau.

If anyone

has seen him or has information, please.
call the Las Gruces Police Dept. at
505-528-4222 (Case #20-16314)

service call.

marloulnm

e to eu@‘b ﬁlng efforts to provide
"the Ruldoso area wiih the latest In
cable & telecommunications technical
advancements, you may experience
temporary interruptions of service on
certain channels you currently receive.

,We apdfodlze for this inconvenience

1 and sk that you be patient during our
A ' conversion to Digital Cable throughout
" |j; the month of August.

if y'ou lruly belleve that you have a

reception problem, please call our
office for technical assistance or a

117 Vision Drive ¢ 257-5121
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