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Tribe ends Inn financing hiatus

Councilors had tabled the issue for more study on Monday

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

RUIDON) NFWS STARE WRITHK

A $200 million financing package for
the reconstruction of the Mescalero
Apache Inn of the Mountain Gods and
Casino was approved Tuesday in a 6-2
vote of the Tribal Council.

The vote came a day after tribal
council members decided 5-3 to table
the 1ssue for more study.

Tribal spokesman Ed Moreno said

council members worked with lawyers
and financiers Monday afternoon and
evening dissecting components of the
agreement in preparation for the final
vote Tuesday morning.

Members Glenda Brusuelas and
Larry Shosh voted against approval.

Construction on the project never
was interrupted, Moreno said. This
agreement will allow the tnbe to move
forward to develop the complex “into a
world-class resort,” he said

i COOKING FOR CUSTOMERS

Rusty Garvin, president of Wehs Faryr

DIANNE STALLINGS/STAFF
Bark 1 Rurdnse serves uf barbecue topped with an extra
40se 7 thanks 4uang d £asudl custome dpgrecialon wnch cutside the bulding on Sudderth Drive

Frday

The bonds, which do not pledge any
Mescalero property as collateral, will
mature Nov. 15, 2010, Moreno said. The
payments will come from current
income, he said. The financing partner
1s Citigroup and 12 percent interest will
be charged. The council did restructure
some existing funds to put together the
package, he said.

“Council members acted very deliber-
ately and thoughtfully and exercised
good diligence and judgment in wanting

W Moton fails to geta

BY BIANNE STALLINGS

Koo NP T ARE WK

second as cost, location are
creed ds reasons not to move.

to understand the package before voting
on it,” Moreno said. That resulted in the
one-day delay of action on the complex
proposal, he said.

The council, which governs the reser-
vation in Otero County that abuts
Ruidoso in Lincoln County, first met
Friday to look at the package. No vote
was taken then and members were
given a chance to review the informa-
tion over the weekend.

After the vote to table on Monday,
Tribal President Sara Misquez was con-
cerned that the financing issue would

sce INN, page 2A

County again nixes
Ruidoso meeting

tain to Carnzozo.

“I've heard the argument before
that there isn't much of a turnout
for meetings 1in Ruidoso, but 1
think that's because they’re not
used to having the meetings
there,” Martinez said.

Duane Wilhams, with the coun-

He keeps trving, but Lincoln
County Commissioner Leo
Martinez can't muster support for
board meetings in Ruidoso.

He offered the motion again at
Tuesday's regular monthly com-
mission meeting in the county seat
of Carnzozo. He heard man¥ rea-
sons why no one was interested,
although state law allows meet-
ings in the population center of the
county - Ruidoso - as long as
quarterly meetings are conducted
in Carmzozo.

(‘ounty manager Tom Stewart
said he'd have to budget $500 for
each session to pay for commission
and staff travel and related
expenses, 1f meetings were In
Ruidoso

“I think 1t would be worth
$2.000 for four meetings a vear,”
Martinez responded.

Commissioner Maury St. John,
who lives on Cedar Creek Drive at
the edge of Ruidoso, asked what
advantage people cite who want
meetings in the village.

Martinez responded that many
older people and those with busi-
nesses and jobs find it difficult to
drive 45 minutes down the moun-

ty's  Republican Party, said
(Carnzozo 15 the capital of Lincoln
County and that's where meetings
should be conducted.

“Population 15 not something
normally used for allocating meet-
ings,” he said. If 1t was, the state
Legislature should meet 1n
Albuquerque instead of Santa Fe,
he said.

Commissioner Earl Hobbs said
that although he represents a por-
tion of Ruidoso and state statutes
are permissive about meetings in
the population center, he wouldn't
want to exclude other communi-
ties such as Hondo, Lincoln and
Corona.

“I'm torn on the issue,” he said.
“I had a couple of calls in the last
few days. but I've come to the con-
clusion that the appropriate place
for the business of the county is
the county seat. | just keep coming
back to that.”

Hobbs said he couldn’t offer a
second to Martinez's motion, “even
though his case 15 well founded.”

Commissioner Rick Simpson
said the commission conducted
several meetings in Rudoso and

see MEETING page 2A

Proposed church camp faces sle opposition

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

HE DO NP S TARE 3K R

He selected the site for his new home after
checking on surrounding land use to ensure his
investment would be secure.

But Bud Hettinga learned that his careful plan-
ning may mean little if a proposed Assemblies of
(;od church camp 1s approved for 72 acres near his
home on Eagle Creek Drive.

Darrell Mann of Mann Architecture, the firm
handling plans for the camp, told members of the
Ruidoso-Lincoln County Extraterritonal Zoning
Commission Monday the enterprise coufd draw
nearly 500 people at a time using a mixture of cab-
ins, recreational vehicles and quarters for visiting
pastors and staff.

Mann contended that the previous owner of the
land, situated among subdivisions of five-acre res-
idential lots, was told in a letter from a Ruidoso vil-
lage official before the church group bought the

property three years ago that it previously was
used as a church camp and could be again.

A church retreat would be a nonconforming use
in a residential area, Charles Rennick, village
planning director, explained. Continuation of that
use at its previous level with one dorm, a varn and
an innkeeper’s house might be allowed, but if
existing facilities are expanded, rezoning must be
obtained, he said.

Church officials are planning up to 16 cabins,
each of 2,400 square feet and able to sleep 30 peo-
ple, a large multipurpose building and other
improvements, Mann said. Later; a 10,000-square-
foot chapel may be added. The complex would be
used for five months in the summer and occasion-
ally in the winter, he said.

“The congregation is excited,” Mann said. “We
are willing to listen and to try to come up with a
plan for the future.”

Scott Otey, a resident of the Eagle Creek, pre-

See CAMP. page 2A

DIANNE STALLINGS/STAFF

Bud Hettinga, a resident of the Eagle Creek area, offers homeowners’ point
of view Monday on plans for a large church camp near their property.

Community center task force to hold first meeting Nov. 3

B The group's goal is to get the
center on the ballot for county
voter approval.

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

RUTDOSO NEPWS STARE WRITER

Delegates appointed from across
ancoln County are expected to attend
the first session of the county
Community Center Task Force Nov. 3,
aimed at examining the feasibility and

—

possible construction of a community
center with an indoor pool and other
activity areas.

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at
the Ruidoso Downs Senior Center on
[1.5. 70.

Representatives will come together
from the county, from municipalities
and from school districts. Members of
the community center “YES"
Committee and other residents of the
county are invited to attend and

observe the formation of the task force.
Pervious attempts to move the pro-

ject forward have stalled. Until they

have more specifics, county commis-
sioners rejected a request to place the
item on the ballot to let voters decide.

Items on the agenda for discussion at
the first meeting include:

¢ If a non-profit parent organization
should be established to handle fund-
raising

* A review of the applicable statutes

of the state, county and villages

¢ Rules of order for the task force

* Financing for task force costs

* Discussion of the task force's pur-
pose that®include a site for a center,
financial needs, methods of financing
and recommended composition ofeg
management board

* Appointment of the committee
chairman and division heads

* Open forum for questions and com-
ments from the floor.
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INN: Tribal council passes ﬁnancmg package after 1 -day delay

FROM PAGE 1A funding on the Inn-
Casino project.

turn on political considerations .  “The only remain-

instead of on the best interests of the ing step 1is the

approval of complet-
ing the bond issue 80
that the Tribe and the
resort can receive the
bond funds and con-
tinue to complete the
construction of the
Inn,” the summary
sheet stated. “Failure
to provide the final
approval in  this
process will result 1n
the Tribe being unable
to obtain financing,
complete the Inn con-
struction,  severely
damage the Tribe's
reputation and financial integnty,
eliminate plans for housing construc-
tion, health care expansion, expansion
of social programs, business develop-
ment, ability to pay dividends, and
will severely limit or completely elimi-

tribe, Moreno said. Misquez faces a
tough re-election confrontation 1n
November with Mark Chino, a special
law enforcement agent with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs.

A hand-out sheet at the Monday
meeting, where many tribal members
waited for the results in the lobby,
detailed how council action brought
the Tribe to this point in the project.
The sheet noted that by a previous
unanimous vote, the council decided to
move ahead with the expansion plans
for the Inn and Casino Apache.

The summary showed that either
In unanimous or 6-2 votes, tribal coun-
¢il members supported the demolition
of the old Inn, selected the contractor
and architect and proceeded with
financing with an imtial $50 million
“bridge loan” from Citigroup. That
company also was chosen as the
tribe’s financing partner for bond

CAMP: Church group faces ‘uphill battle’ for approval, according to ETZ

FROM PAGE 1A
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Construction on the new Inn of the Mountain Gods and Casino Apache
continued last week, and financing for the project was approved Tuesday.

nate the Tribe’s ability to obtain other
financing in the foreseeable future.”
Mark Chino, son of the late
Wendell Chino who led the tribe for 40
years, said Monday council members
had a responsibility to examine the

said well

dends for years down the line. I ques-
tion whether the full council had the
opportunity to look at the package
from the outset. It's odd to get a quar-
ter way completed and all of a sudden
the council is asked to OK the financ-

WEDNESbAY Oct. 22, 2003°

finance package closely. If ing. Shouldn’t it have been in place

they weren't satisfied before the Inn was demolished?”

with elements of the pack- Chino said that in his opinion, the
age, they should be able to  tribal membership should have voted
negotiate other options or on whether to tear down the Inn. g

seek financing elsewhere, |
he said.

“I think the vote (bo
table) was a good idea” for
a more in-depth study,
Chino said. “ I don’t think
the tribal council as a
whole may have been ade-
quately informed on the
ramifications immediate-

“If they said yes, the council could
have proceeded from there,” he said. “
think I would have preferred renovat-,
ing the existing Inn to correct the defi-~
ciencies. It would have been good for
the next 20 years and in the mean-
time, the tribe could have decided if.
they wanted to build a new complex.”

The Mescalero opened the original .
Inn of the Mountain Gods on the shore-

ly and long-term. of Mescalero Lake 28 years ago for
“That’s major bucks about $29 million. When the recon--
and something that needs struction project was announced;-

administration officials said the move"
was necessary to compete with new.
hotels and casinos in the state.

Other projects completed by
Misquez during her presidency:
include construction of an elderly.
assisted living and nursing center,.
and of a kindergarten through 12th-.
grade school complex.

to be carefully studied. It
could affect how we pro-
vide services and pay divi-

sented a petition with 120 signa-
tures of people opposing any
zoning  change o allow what
they contend amounts to @ com-
mercial enterprise They  also
questioned 1f an adequate sup-
ply of water 15 available and 1f
the use 1s compatible with sur-
rounding residential areas

The meeting Monday was
called for Mann to gave informa-
tion to the board and to receive
direction on the site plan and
options open to the church,
which 15 about to sell its camp in
Mountainair and two other
camps Church ofhials hope
consolidate those uses at EBagle
('reek

“They wanted to move
ward with a conceptual plan, but
we advised them that zoning

for-

COMMUNITY RilUNN

Lions fight for sight

The Ruidoso Valley Noon
Lions Club has joined a global
effort to combat the leading
causes of blindness and assist
in preserving vision dunng the
month of October.

The laons are maintaining
eveglass collection boxes  at
numerous locations around the
village and prepaning for their
annual photo screening of pre-
school children dunng registra-
tion at area schools. This
screening provides early detec-
tion of seven different condi-
tions of the eve

The club also provides
replacement eyeglasses for
those children who could not
otherwise afford to purchase
them.

Distinctive

Designer
Jewelry

at

618 Carrizo Canyon Rd
630-1514
M-%a 10am -5 pm

WES SCHWENGELS

wess{ar nndosonews com

must be in place first,” Rennick
said. “The applicant deaded 1t
was appropriate to give the
board an overview and to get
direction and answer questions.”

The ETZ(C governs subdivi-
sions and developments 1n a
three-mile transitional zone
around the borders of Rudoso.

Mann said church officals
bought the land believing 1t
could be a church camp again.
Members are ready to start con-
struction, he said The first
phase will take about 16
months, he estimated

ETZ member Frank Higgins
pointed out that the residential
zoning designation on the land
was in place when the tract was
purchased Renmck said the
zomng was placed on the land 1n
the 1980s

ETZ member Dave Mclntosh

Fort Stanton unit meets

Members of the Fort
Stanton Development
(Commission will meet

Saturday, Oct. 25, at 9 am. n
the Fort Stanton maintenance
office, chairman L.eon
Eggleston said this week.

The meeting is open to the
public. Eggleston said a short
agenda 1s expected, as commis-
sioners begin planning for the

2004 session of the state
[egslature.
The COMMISSION was

approved earlier this year, and
members appointed, but the
legislation carried no appropn-
ation.

Funding will be the target
for the January legislative ses-
S101N.

suggested the church group find
another, more appropnate site
away from residential areas,
similar to the Church of the
Nazarene complex below Angus
Hill. The land could be resold or
subdivided into as many as 24
lots without requinng a commu-
nity water system, Rennick
sald.

Mann said the State
Engineer's Office approved the
use of two domestic wells
already dnlled on the site. They
will be metered o ensure no
more than three acre feet of
water 1s used each year per well,
he said. An acre foot equates W
about 325,800 gallons of water.
Two water storage tanks and a
retention pond also are planned.

Mike Runnels, a local attor-
ney representing some of the 30
homeowners attending the

meeting, testing
records show that one 1s dry.
Based on village figures for the
average use per person, the
development would not have
enough water rights to serve the
intended number of people, he
contended.

Frank Sayner, representing
Alto Golf and Country Club,
which furnishes water to the
Alto community of 950 homes,
said his group believes the
church camp may negatively
affect Alto's nearby wells.

Higgins warned that church
officials knew the area was resi-
dential and they probably face
“an uphill battle” for approval.

Mann contended that more
houses were buwlt around the
property since the church
bought it, but Higgins said, “The
key word 18 houses.”

MEETING: No second

FROM PAGE 1A

he has no problem scheduling
special sessions there on specif-
ic issues, “but our regular meet-
ings need to be here.”

Martinez said no meetings
have been staged in Ruidoso for
more than two years. One short
session  was conducted 1n
Ruidoso Downs about two
years ago.

Ruidoso residents should
have more say in how their tax
dollars are spent, the commis-
sioner said.

“It's easy to make decisions
here for Ruidoso when three-
quarters of the tax money for
the county comes from Ranches
of Sonterra, Alto, Ruidoso and
Ruidoso Downs™ and those res-

Get ready to eat!
The annual Ruidoso Rotary Club
Enchllada Dmner IS coming!

$7 Adults, $3 Children

Buy tickets at the door or from any Rotarian.

All proceeds go to Jund local scholarships.

104 Park Avenue, PO, Box 128 Ruidoso, N.M. 88356 « Telephone (505) 257-4001 « Fax (508) 2§7.7083

DAVID PRICE  GENERAI MANAGER, EXT. 3

dpriceta rindosonews com

EDIToR, EXT. 18

idents aren’t at the meetings,
Martinez said.

If things were reversed and
Ruidoso was the county seat,
he would advocate at least one
meeting a year in Carrizozo, he
said, adding that throughout
the county’s history, the county
seat has followed the popula-
tion.

COME JOIN THE

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS l[/

THAT HAVE ALREADY
FOUND THE BEST

Hettinga said homes around
the church camp tract represent
millions of dollars of property
value.

“We believe in the sanctity of
zoning,” he said. “No one antici-
pated a convention center, a

motel and ball park.

“We just don't want it and

¢sk for your consideration. We're

not poor. We will hire a lawyer:

and go to Supreme Court if nec-

essary to maintain the sanctity:

of the neighborhood.”

A C 2/0
{

COLDWELL
BANKER O

SDC Realtors

ur <){ome...

Nothing is more important.
“Let me /w/p (o (’uu} ar sell tad(u} /

“SLLen SHucas reatior

PO Box 1442 307 Mechem Dr
Ruidoso. New Mexico 88345

Off: (505) 257-5111 * 800-626-9213
Cell: (505) 937-2588

Ellenl.ucas@zianet com

Adnpt u»pa.L wl the Humane 'smwly

@

—®

*

X

BUILDING SOLD

- LOST OUR LEASE
ALL MERCHANDISE TO BE SOLD AT OR BELOW COST
THURSDAY - FRIDAY - SATURDAY
10 AM - 4 PM

L.

ALL NEW HATS
STETSON - BAILEY -

50% OFF

S ¥

ATWOOD - PALM

GIFTS, ANTIQUES, SADDLES,
FURNITURE, DISPLAY CASES
ALL MUST GO —
ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS TO RETAILERS

MULE CREEK TRADING

320 E. SMOKEY BEAR BLVD CAPITAN 354-4203

SEAFOOD IN TOWN!

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

SEAFOOD BUFFET

$12.99

Every Wednesday Night
Check Out Our Popular

SEAFOOD BUFFET!

BILLLY THE KID CASINO

at Ruidoso Downs Race 't
Casino Hours: Opens Daily 11 Am,
1461 Hwy 70 West « Ruidoso Downs,

FOR MORE

iy T Rt 6 aatos I{:ktu it

NEWSROOM

KEITH GREEN EDITORIAL ADVISER, EXT 19
kgreen(@ruidosonews com

Dianne Stallings

dstallingsta ruidosonews com

Sandy Suggitt

ssuggiti(er rurdosonews com

Todd Fuqua

toddfer ruscosonews com

County reporter, Ext. 22
Education, Vamonos reporter, Ext 15

Sports editor, Ext 5

INFORNATION,

(Io'l"”i'.','_

L

Prereets For g nthen ac g

\SE

ack
I'ridavs Noon
New NMevico
CALL S03.378-443]

e cldbooste ST 1yl

DISPLAY ADVERTISING

Taking care of YOUR business is OUR business
For advertising inquiries, call (505) 2574001

Diane Gremillion

dgremillion( rndosnnews com

Ryon Duncan =

rduncan{rruidosonews com

Morgan Switzer =

mswitzer(- rudosonews com

. Account Executive, Ext. 6
- Account Executive, Ext. 2

Account Executive, Ext. 7

‘ll.bllll.lll.l...l..llll.&.....s.n‘.ll‘

- - ;M

. GinaNesmith .. .. . . FrontOffice Supervisor, Ext. 12
(Ve Ruesdose Newno LSPS 0 000 SN a7 s v publashed cach Wy dmul{f\f and Erddan ot 100 Park Svenne Rundoso MM Member New Mexico Press Association, NAA, Inland Press Assoctation gncqmnh(a*midos(mcws.mm
KR AL Peondieals postage pavdat Rindosos NG g ddinonal maing offices POSTMASNTER Send adiress s hanges 1 . ‘
e Rusdoses Newn PO Bon 1% Rindonss NMARESS e Riadaso Newn reserves the nght 1o regectadvertising and editrops GML BELTRAN CIRCUIATION MANA(:ER, Ext 9 valerle WﬂSOﬂ SEIEEIRER o CIaSSIfEd RCCCp[lOﬂIS[ Ext. 8
that st comsders bgeenosable ot bor am ceor m advertsmg shall not exceed the value of the n tiaal space 0 which the gh{"lfan(ff*ﬂli(l(lﬁ()n(‘WS com (,'|HSSIﬁ(‘dS(n I'UIdOSOn(‘WS comor I("gﬂlﬁ(ﬂ fUIdOSOnCW‘i com
wwlu i :m (] xh.illllr adtistund .rm;wﬂn- i ”;Jh; m-w{(t INALIE l\:a llt[:'»:‘n;{m r;i thr\Ru:dnm Netes may be user] iname manne Mail dC“VCl’Y ADVER’"S[NG DEQDLINES
Wath g T onpiresses ] WIHHECT N nr- wopabisher Commnt o FTTH LN The Y
In county (Lincoln, Oteroy 3 months, $18, 6 months, $24, 1 year, $38 Display advertising Classified advertising Legal advertising
a-mail: editorial@ruidosonews.com » online: www.ruidosonews.com Out of county 3 months, $25, 6 months, $30, 1 year, $45 ypm Monday for Wednesda Spm Monday for Wednesday ypm Friday for Wednesday
A Gannett Newspaper. {pm Wednesdas for Fnday 3 pm Wednesday for Frdav apm Tuesday for Frday
» . » s &




WEDNESDAY OCT 22, 2003

Budget, events expand |

for Festival of Lights

B Now all that's needed
is cooperative weather, an
organizer says.

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

Double the money, double
the fun was forecast for the sec-
ond annual Festival of Lights
celebration in Ruidoso this
winter.

Jules Videau, one of the
event organizers, said last
year's $12,000 budget grew to
$30,000 this year. Of that
amount $6,000 came from
Ruidoso Lodgers Tax and
$1,000 from Lincoln County
Lodgers Tax. The rest was
raised from private sources,
including sponsors of decorated
utility poles.

Last year 35 poles were
wrapped in silver and lights,
he told village councilors last
week. This year the number
will more than double to 78 on
Sudderth Drive, extending east
toward Ruidoso Downs and
west all the way to Mechem
Drive, Videau said.

This year’s Electric Light
Parade, Dec. 6, alsoc will
expand, with more than 30
units expected, he said. The
parade will last about 25 min-
utes.

Between noon and 7 p.m. on
Dec. 13, traffic through mid-
town will be halted to allow
pedestrian enjoyment of six
musical entertainment loca-

tions, four to six outdoor fire
pits, a children’s petting zoo
and a movable train as a chil-

dren’s ride. Merchants will be

allowed to display some of their
merchandise on the sidewalks.

Food also will be collected
for the local Food Bank, Videau
said.

New this year will be a holi-
day gallery tour on Dec. 6-7.

The celebration will kick off
Nov. 26 with the lighting of the
poles, he said. The village
Parks and Recreation
Department will conduct its
annual tree lighting on Dec. 4
at School House Park, where
the festival group plans some-
thing extra for the children,
Videau said.

The group also is sponsor-
ing, with the Ruidoso Valley
Chamber of Commerce, a resi-
dential and business holiday
lighting contest. Participants
gshould register ahead at the
chamber to ensure all those
who want to be judged are vis-
ited.

On Dec. 24, the historic set-
tlement of Lincoln will light
luminanas.

“The weather is the big if in
all of this,” Videau said. “We're
good at fund-raising. I hope it
will be a clear night for the
parade and the music festival.”

Next year, more poles will
be decorated, including Upper
Canyon, and tableaux of lights
representing the holiday sea-
son are planned.

LOCAL NEWS
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Councnlors paw bark park 1dea

BY DIANNE SIN.I.IHBS

RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

Hoping to see the village
create a place for pets and
their owners to play and
socialize, Susan Carter asked
Ruidoso village councilors
Tuesday to explore possible
sites for a Bark Park.

Carter, a member of the
Humane Society of Lincoln
County board, said the propo-
sition should be of great inter-
est to dog owners and others,
and would require only a small
portion of village land.

Rafael Salas, director of vil-
lage Parks and Recreation,
invited Carter to review the
idea at a meeting this week
with members of the board
that works with the depart-
ment. This isn’t the first time
someone suggested a dog park,
he said. A local groomer had
proposed a fenced area with
permanent agility apparatus.

Councilor L. Ray Nunley
said a one-acre dog park in
Payson, Ariz., where his son
lives, is very popular and is
operated by the town. That
would be a good place to start
asking questions about liabili-
ty, operation rules and main-
tenance, he suggested.

“The one in Payson 1s near
a soccer field, away from resi-
dential areas,” he said. “It has
a double fence so that an am-
mal can’t run outside while
someone is opening or closing

a gate.”
Carter told councilors the
concept started in 1979 in

Berkley, Calif., and today, 600

parks are operated throughout

the country, including one in
El Paso.

before. entering the park, she
said. A prominent sign should
warn that people enter the -
park “at their own risk,” to fur-
ther reduce any potential ha-
bility for the vﬂlage she pro-
posed.

“It was an instant success,” The park would be fenced,
Carter said of which  might
the Texas park. . | .allow  future
“Its a valuable  ““This would be  agility trials and
place to relax : obedience com-
and socialize, a smaII Step petitions, Carter
to let dogs use  that would add  said.
up energy and g g .99 I know a
lessen destruc- qual'ty of life. group in
tive - behavior Susan Carter Alamogordo that
such as chew- suggesting a Bark Park  would love to
ing and dig- | come to the cool
ging.” pines for their

The park was created after competitions,” she said.

East Side City Rep. Dan
Power from District 5 did
without a second secretary and
saved $20,000, which was
used for the park.

Rules must be clearly word-
ed and easily readable at the
entrance, she said. Still, a
group would have to patrol
regularly and money could be
raised through the sale of T-
shirts or by car wdshes to
maintain the parK, she said.

Rules should include that
all dogs in the park wear a cur-
rent license, that they are
spayed or neutered and not
aggressive, and that owners
must clean up after their pets,
Carter said.

Dog owners could be asked
to sign a release of liability

One area she suggested for
a park is situated behind

White Mountain Elementary

and is “under-used,” she said. -
Restrooms and parking are
nearby.

“This would be a small step
that would add quality of life,”
‘Carter said.

Councilor Bob Sterchi,
whose wife also serves on the
humane society board, said
any location selected would
have to take into consideration
nois¢ from barking and the
possibility that an owner
might abandon an animal at
the park.

Carter said the park would
close at 8 p.m., eliminating
late-night barking and ensur-
ing that if an animal was left,

it could be cared for at the
humane society shelter.

Sterchi said liability might
be reduced if a private group,

.such as the humane society,

was willing to supemse at the .

~ park.

~ Village manager Lom -
Mcnght said she has an
inventory of all village-owned
land that Salas can review.
~ Sterchi said at some point,
a private group might even
take the concept a step further
and provide a dog-sitting ser-
vice for visitors. He said when
he travels, his animals are left
at a doggie dude ranch in Las
Cruces. When they play in a
commons area with other
dogs, someone constantly

- supervises with a squirt gun

ready to stop any signs-of dis-
agreements.

Salas said if day-time or
longer boarding was offered,

~ he would have to examine

sites with a different
approach, but Nunley said
that type of enterprise should
be run by a private entity. The
park would be a public facility
offered by the village.

“So you wouldn'’t be adverse
to the idea?” Sterchi asked
Salas about the park. i

“It all comes in at budget
time,” Salas said “At this
point, I couldn’t (do anyfhing),
but I can investigate.”

Nun]ey contended once the
park is created, the annual
expense should be minimal.

Almanac of Record
from the
New York Times

Today there are
over 350 endangered
animal species and close
to 600 endangered
plant species in the
United States alone.
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OUR OPINION

Government does its
thing(s) for us

They're food for thought for the rest of us, too

ocal news got up close

and personal last week,

as government bodies of
one kind or another decided
that.:

¢ Churches should be con-
sidered a “conditional use” in
Ruidoso commercial zones,
although (as a letter writer on
this page noted today) bars are
OK.

* The village might borrow
$800,000 to buy 9.3 acres on
Wingfield Street (that’s
$86,021 an acre) secured by the
Lodgers Tax to create a town
square for special events, even
though neighbors protested
mightily the idea of an assist-
ed-living facility on the same
tract a couple of years ago.

* Ruidoso and Ruidoso
Downs officials are enlisting
U.S. Rep. Steve Pearce as
another tactic in their effort to
avoid paying millions in fines
to the federal Environmental
Protection = Administration
unless they fix their phospho-
rus-laden sewage treatment
plant by Jan. 1.

* The village can’t do much
about a condo development on
Granite Drive in White
Mountain Estates, but can
encourage a drainage system
that would allow runoff to help
keep the Links at Sierra
Blanca golf course green.

We're glad that our govern-
ment is working so hard to
take care of us, aren’t we?

Film stars bring bregging rig-’htsw
to New Mexico towns

There is something about
stars, the kind that ride in limou-
sines and fly first class, not the
kind that popu-

late our skies,
that make peo-
ple giddy.

Val Kilmer’s
relationship
with our state -
18 1t love, is it

hate? — got me
to thinking
about stars with
New  Mexico
connections.

We all know
Roswell claims Demi Moore, who
spent some time there as a high
school kid. Whether it was two
weeks or four years makes no dif-
ference now. A single day is all it
takes for bragging rights.

Demi went on to a magical
movie career that kind of bot-
tomed out with a clunker called
Striptease where she revealed just
about all of her charms. I may be
short-changing Demi here. The
late fortyish star might be up to
some marvelous career stuff, but
current publicity concentrates
solely on her involvement with a
kid who is not that long out of high
school himself. For shame.

Carlsbad is proud that the late
Dan Blocker once taught school
there. Dan went on to star in the
Bonanza series, a blockbuster tele-
vision hit which would bomb today

LOOKING
ASKANCE
NED CANTWELL

because people did not jump into

bed with one another before each
commercial.

Portales, Carlsbad and
Albuquerque can boast of its con-
nection to Keént Jones, currently
playing in the pro golf big leagues.
He was born in the first, grew up
in the second, and graduated col-
lege in the third.

Kent would be more famous if
the television cameras would focus
on him once in awhile, but they
don’t. Even if the New Mexico
golfer is scoring better than Tiger
Woods, the cameras zoom In on
Tiger. I have often thought Tiger is
somewhat overrated as a golfer,
and maybe the liberal media
wants so much for him to succeed.

(NO! NO! Don’t write! [ was
just kidding there. See, I was mak-
ing fun of Rush.)

Lovington basks in the lime-
light of Brian Urlacher, a magnifi-
cently talented football player who
went on to star at University of

New Mexico and is now the toast
of Chicago as a standout with the
Bears.

Brian took a big leap from |
sports to the social pages recently -

when he visited Las Vegas and
was smitten with celebrity Paris
Hilton, who is just like the girl
next door in Lovington except the
girl next door in Lovington wasn't
born into a mega-rich hotel family
and, probably, the girl next door in
Lovington is about to call it a
night just when Paris is getting
revved up. Other than that, pretty
much the same.

You have been reading, of
course, about Val Kilmer. He is
the movie star — attracted to roles
that require a lot of leather and
menacing looks — who has a ranch
near San Ysidro. Val won the
affection of his neighbors by telling
Rolling Stone magazine he “lives
in the homicide capital of the
Southwest” and that 80 percent “of
the people in my county are
drunk.” Rest easy, New Mexico.
Val now says the magazine made
up a lot of stuff and took the rest
out of context. That’s reassuring.
But don’t wager he'll be elected to
his local chamber of commerce.

Ned Cantwell - ncantwell@
charter.net — is a retired newspa-
perman living in Ruidoso. - He
spends his days looking for the
house Debra Winger owned there.

" LETTERS POLICY

The Ruidoso News. encour-
ages letters to the editor, espe-
cially about local topics and
issues. Each letter must be
signed and must include the
writer's daytime telephone num-
ber and mail address. The phone
number and mailing address will
not be printed; the hometown

~ will be. The telephone number
will be used to venfy authorship.
No letter will be printed without
the writer's name.

Letters should be no more
than 300 words in length, of pub-
lic interest, and free of libel; edit-
ing will be for length, grammar
or spelling. Shorter letters are
preferred and generally receive

- greater readership. The Ruidoso
News reserves the right to reject
any letter. Longer by-lined
"Guest Commentary" articles
will be considered; call the editor
at (505) 267-4001.

Letters may be delivered to
the Ruideso News office at 104
Park Avenue, mailed to P.O. Box
128, Ruldoso NM 88365; faxed
to0.257- 7063; or sent by e-mail to
letters@ruidosonews.com.
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YOUR OPINION

* When school buses stop, everybody helps

To the editor:

We are writing ... to say thank you to
the communities of Ruidoso Downs,
Ruidoso, Alto and Mescalero.

By now everyone is aware of the van-
dalism that happened to the Ruidoso
school buses. It was an unfortunate and
disgusting attack on our vehicles by cow-
ards whom I am sure will eventually be
brought to justice.

During the days that followed we were
blessed by wonderful support from the

- communities we serve. We have always

known that this was a wonderful place to
live and raise our families, but now that
opinion is set in concrete.

The people of this area showed noth-
ing but respect and support for us as we

| worked to get the school buses back into

working order. Many residents offered
their help and some even came by our
office, ready to work. |

We thank you all for your understand-
ing and support. We would like to to
thank, also, the following individuals and
businesses that went above and beyond
to help us.

All the bus drivers, the entire Bryant
family, Dee-Dee Neal, David Mader,

* Chet Southard, Capitan Transportation,

Carrizozo School District, Ruidoso
Municipal Schools, Blazer Bus Company
in Mescalero, Odell Spurling, Ronnie
Hemphill, the guys at NAPA, Lincoln
County Sheriffs Office, Ruidoso Police
Department, Schlotzsky’s Deli, Pizza Hut
(thanks for the food; it kept us going),
KOAT, KOBR and the Ruidoso News.
Matt, Mark and Mike Bryant
Lincoln Transportation Inc.

Kids first, not adult offenders
To the editor:

Pathetically, « oﬁr state’s pohtunans and

judges are more concerned about the wel-
fare of our adult prisoners and pedophiles

than about the well-being of our young

dependents.
In New Mexico, a oonweted murderer

~ cannot be executed for solely torturing a

baby to death; however, a prisoner may

receive the death penalty for solely mur- N

dering a fellow inmate. The murder of a
minor must be committed in order to

OUR RIGHT TO KNOW
~ Open Meetings

In recognition of the fact that a represen-
tative government is dependent upon an

. informed electorate, it is declared to be pub-
lic policy of this state that all persons are
entitled to the greatest possible information
regarding the affairs of government and the

who represent. them. The formation of pub-
lic policy or the conduct of business by vote
shall not be conducted in closed meetings.

legislature and the courts shall be public
meetings, and all persons so desiring shall
be permitted to attend and listen to the delib- -
erations and proceedings ...

NMSA 1978, Section 10-15-1

official acts of those officers and employees |

All meetings of any public body except the 1

silence a witness or in conjunction with a
rape or a kidnapping before the death
penalty can be imposed. In addition,
pedophiles can receive probation in lieu of
confinement. Pitifully, parents silently
condone the above absurdities.

If our county’s state legislators were
truly concerned about our children, they
would submit op-ed commentaries or let-
ters to all of New Mexico's newspapers
every time that they or others introduced
child-friendly bills in our state legislature.

Their comments would urge the read-
ers to contact their legislators and
demand that all child protection, etc. leg-

-islation be sent to the floor and passed.
This can easily be accomplished via com-
- puters and [ feel that most, if not all, of

the papers would publish their remarks.
Finally, our county’s legislators are
good at obtaining state funds for our
“Republican” county from the
“Democratic” legislative and ‘executive
branches of our state government. I'm for
the state funding most of southeastern
New Mexico's projects, programs, etc.:
however, our elected officials seem to
believe that money is the sole solution to
our children’s rampant problems. If
money was the sole solution, then all of
our youth would be living in an Utopia
and almost every student would be acing

the standardized tests.
Franklin L. Boren
Tinnie
A way to save water
To the editor: "

I noticed several references in the
newspaper lately where suggestions have
been made about households can help
conserve water by taking certain &ctions.

This reminds me of the time several years

ago when the City of Corpus Christi,
Texas, had a terrible water shortage, The

City Council adopted a limerick that was
widely publicized and recommended |
| Here it is: -

“Ifit’s yelletv let it me]low
Ifit's brown ﬂush it down.”
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Jack Walcher
- Midiand, Texas
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Put ’em snde by side -

To the editor:

So bars are allswed on the mmn
stteets of Ruidoso, but maybe not
churches. Hmmm.

I think churches and bars should be
placed side by side. That way drunk- .
ards reeling out of bars would not have
to reel so far to get a blessing, and -

churchgoers who have just spent an:

hour on Sunday listening to a numbmg
sermon would not have to walk so far to
get a drink.

Frank Thompson °
Ruidoso “
Defending the Care Center

To the editor:
- T respectfully dmagree with Miss .
Lopez. My husband is in the Alzheimer’s

- wm m M Em E oa o w

¢

4

LI

Unit at the Care Center. I visit h1m '

every day. I am deeply 1mpressed W1th
the hard-working ladies in that depart-
ment. They are concerned and caring for

each resident; they listen to them, help- '
ing them in every way possible. Water is :

given to drink.

f

The Care Center has never been shut
down, has never been fined and is'
always commended by the State Survey, |

which is placed by the front door for .

everyone to read. Furthermore, you can

check this out by going on line:
memberofthefamily. net/usreglstry

html.

Registry, listing all the state names. -
Click on the state you want, choose the

name of the nursing home, and fo]low
the information listed.

That will give you the National .

Above are the facts, The attitude by

‘the whole fac1]1ty is sincere and whole- '

hearted concern. Visit anytime, day or

‘night. You'll find the staff doing their
work well. Falmhes always are wel-

Anyone consldenng placmg thelr

loved one in the care center can do 8O .

W1th complete peace of mind.

Ruidoso
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