B The county com-
mission revised its
resolution support-
ing L.S. 70 improve-
ments to reflect the
benefits of four-
laning opponents.
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Objections to a characterization of

opponents to the US. 70 highway
widening project as “obstructionists”
prompted Lincoln County
Commissioners to modify a resolution
n favor of the project.

Commissioner Rick Simpson, who
represents the Hondo Valley area, sid
he was one of the authors of the ong-
nal resolution.

Commissioner Bill Schwettmann
asked for the change and his opinion
was echoed by other commissioners
and people n the audience dunng a
comnussion meeting late last month
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I think, in the second paragraph,
the reference to ‘views of obstruction-
ists’ is very strong wording,”
Schwettmann said. “I think maybe they
are concerned citizens, but they're not
obstructionists. They're not lying in the
highway and getting run over. [ don't
know why we would call them obstruc-
tionists. That's a harnble word to put
on any people in Lincoln County.”

Reginald Richey, a resident of the
settlernent of Lincoln, chairman of the
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points in sixth-place finishes
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Hondo obstructlomst label

the vallev” and represent one of the
third oldest ranches in New Mexico.
Far from obstructing, the group
attempted to be constructive by hiring
a highway designer to offer alternatives
to four lanes, including a different
route or the addition of center turn
lanes and large shoulders to the exist-
ing two-lane road. Members met with
state and federal highway offiaals two
vears ago, “But we were marginahized,”
and told to come back, but that meeting

S50 cents

wrong

for Historical Prescrvation expressed
similar objections after a site wvisit, he
said. Approval of the plan hinged on
the highway agencies fulfilling several
conditions, whick hasn’t been done. he
contended, saying the area of potential
effects was too restricted, the identfi-
cation of historic properties w.s inade-
quate and that the Federal Highway
Administration failed 1o consult with
interested parties and the public as
required.
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e gllage et oedr'y 40

Lincoln Historical Preservation Board
and a board member of the Valley
Community Preservation Commission,
saud the people who filed suit to stop  of the plan to four-time.

construction until their views are The National Trust for Histornieal
heard, are “substantial landowners in - Preservation and the Advisory Couneil

never took place.
“Ohur position 1s the valley is way too
narrow for that to happen,” Richey said

“The lawsuit we filed was for a pre-
himimary inpunction,” Richey sad "It
not & =it to stop the road. It's to recon
sider the desiygm of the road.”

The sroup s fighting a tide of strong
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County wants to keep tabs
on mobile-home movement

B he number ofb mobile homes m

know thev've come into the county

Lincoln Count has mote than doubled m “We'redompatreapprinsali apdate gt
twovedrs accordime to one offionl o
‘ During the fast reapprinsal two vear- apo. F
1,000 mobile home were counted
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“Now 25007 he
growth in this county 7
Nunley asked how longt takes the connty to

cateh the ommssions and how much tas money 1

it's over sind “That  the

Lincoln County officrals are trving to devise o
better method of tracking mobile homes as they
leanve and moved trom one <ite to another

enter, lost, but Silva sard he didn’t have those Hhpares

i the county “We hiave aonew apprinser all

County Asse<sor Rich Sihva saad
he s workimg  with
Attornes Alan Mare|
Planner Patsy Sanchez to come up
with an ordinance

his job s to work on mohnle homes

“...We have too
many mobile

. said
homes coming ™, .

County and s kept him snowed under

and County since he started with us. Silva

modeled alter prapused  ordimance also

Liws i Dona Ana, Chaves and i and we don’t would ask utility companies not to

Torranee counties . provide service until they ~ee o
Commissioner 1. Ry Nunley i know anythmg county permt, Sl saud

a meeting fast month questioned about them_" “I know were askmg for a lot

hove the county hept track of but that's the only wav we can

mobile homes and it the <tate coup Rick Silva  keep track of these mobile homes
crated by notifving county officials v et movaing from one school distret to
of such movement another,” he sad

An ordimance may be necded, he sand, During the January session of the ~tate
Becausc right now we doos know what's going Legistature, the county  treasurers’ afhhiate

o group and representatives of manufactured
Sihva =ard the bemg proposed  housing intend to ask legistators to prevent fur-
would require mobtle-home < woners to obtam a - ther mandates from the motor vehicles disizion,
pernmt from the planming department before which licenses mobile homes, when it doesnt
bringing a mobile home mto the county: The vil- - provide sufficient information, he said.
lagre of Ruidoso already has that <v<tem, he sind. Because of that motor vehicle hicensing,
counties aren’t able to assess a mobale home as
real estate until the MVD heense 1 deactivat-
ed. he said
“And our con=tituents are hurting because of
that.” Silva said

ordinana

But we have too many melale homes coming
in and we don't know anvthing about them,” he
=md “The state sends a hst onee 1 month and
some are ~o outdated. the units don't ever get
moved i or they miss them and we don't even

-

commissioner outraged

use retirces with no financial stake but

For the second time and after major
cuts in square footage, the cost estimate
for construction of a new building for the
state Public Health office in Ruidoso came
in substantially higher than available
money.

The construction budget for the long-
awaited project is $660,376 and the pre-
liminary estimate hit $975014 with
another $75,799 tacked on for a stone
veneer option. With 4,122 square feet in
the main clinic and 1,704 square feet of
unfinished basement for electrical and
mechanical devices, and withouf the
veneer, that comes to $236 per square foot

Commissioner Leo Martinez, a builder
and stucco contractor, nearly bolted from
his seat dunng that part of the presenta-
tion late last month. Even after County
Manager Tom Stewart explained only one
firm is used by the state for such cost esti-
mates and the numbers may be off on this
project, Martinez wasn't mollified.

“That structure could be built for less
than $300,000," he said Friday. “It started
out to be just an addition. The first esti-
mate was high at $150 a square foot. The
architect went in and asked what they
wanted and this is what we get.

“I'd like to have a county building com-
mitteg appointed to oversee these types of
projects. That’s over $1 million. We could

good background 1 construction and
related fields.”

Stewart said after the first estimate
came in high, he went back with architect
Jim McNamara and reduced the square
footage from 5,000 square feet, taking off
a computer room and some utility rooms.

“In my mind, the estimator really blew
the estimate,” Stewart said. “We've cut it
down to the size We think it should be.
Additional money would be required,
maybe from the state Legislature, or the
Health Department should kick in.”

He reminded commissioners that
$250,000 will come from a Community

COURTESY MCNAMARA ARCHITECTURE

An artist’s rendering of the Public Heatth office branch to be built in
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I think, in the second paragraph,
the reference to ‘views of obstruction-
ists’ is very strong wording,”
Schwettmann said. “I think maybe they
are concerned citizens, but they're not
obstructionists. They're not lying in the
highway and getting run over. [ don't
know why we would call them obstruc-
tionists. That's a harnble word to put
on any people in Lincoln County.”
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Far from obstructing, the group
attempted to be constructive by hiring
a highway designer to offer alternatives
to four lanes, including a different
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lanes and large shoulders to the exist-
ing two-lane road. Members met with
state and federal highway offiaals two
vears ago, “But we were marginahized,”
and told to come back, but that meeting
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For the second time and after major
cuts in square footage, the cost estimate
for construction of a new building for the
state Public Health office in Ruidoso came
in substantially higher than available
money.

The construction budget for the long-
awaited project is $660,376 and the pre-
liminary estimate hit $975014 with
another $75,799 tacked on for a stone
veneer option. With 4,122 square feet in
the main clinic and 1,704 square feet of
unfinished basement for electrical and
mechanical devices, and withouf the
veneer, that comes to $236 per square foot

Commissioner Leo Martinez, a builder
and stucco contractor, nearly bolted from
his seat dunng that part of the presenta-
tion late last month. Even after County
Manager Tom Stewart explained only one
firm is used by the state for such cost esti-
mates and the numbers may be off on this
project, Martinez wasn't mollified.

“That structure could be built for less
than $300,000," he said Friday. “It started
out to be just an addition. The first esti-
mate was high at $150 a square foot. The
architect went in and asked what they
wanted and this is what we get.
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related fields.”
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came in high, he went back with architect
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County lines up le glslatlve fun

B County fairground

improvements top the
list, with a DWI deten-
tion facility and coun-

ty jail renovations also
mentioned.

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

Continuing to tmprove the Lincoln
County fairgrounds in Capitan tops
the county commission’s list of
requests for money froh{ the state
Legislature when it convenes later this
month.

County Manager Tom Stewart sub-
mitted the list, along with requests for
legislative action, during a meeting in
late December.

He needed commission approval
before he could forward the informa-
tion to the Southeastern New Mexico
Economic Development District.

Executive director Tony Elias com-
piles the list and helps the counties
achieve their targets.
~ Stewart said that a balance of
$5,068 remains from money appropri-
ated by the state Legislature previous-
ly and the fair board members are try-
Ing to ensure it is spent before they
return to the state to ask for more.

Next in line 18 housing and a coun-

_LOCAL NEWS

seling facility for minimum secunty
DWI offenders at the county jail in
Carrizozo, to relieve the burden on reg-
ular jail beds.

Stewart explained the state has
about $7.2 million in its general fund

~ from liquor taxes that is not being dis-

tributed to agencies and counties that
are responsible for the treatment of
alcoholics. /4 |

“In  concert with our local
Ruidoso/Lincoln County DWI pro-
gram, the county is requesting
$156,000 for the construction of a
detention annex,” he said. About 6
percent of those in the jail are convict-
ed or waiting for trials for DWI-relat-
ed offenses, he said.

A $100,000 annual allocation to the
county and other counties in the state
1s warranted in proportionate amounts
for the continued counseling and fund-
ing of alcohol-related rehabilitation
projects, he said.

Third in line is the renovation of the
former county jail in the courthouse
annex in Carrizozo, to be turned into

office space. No price tag was included.

In a request for action from the
state Legislature, the county hsted
these priorities:

* The future of historic Fort
Stanton, possibly with the formation of
a special commission to coordinate the
project.

* More return to the county from
the Small Counties Assistance Act.
Stewart noted that out of a tax of
$4,413,317 designated for small coun-
ties this year, $2.7 million reverted to
the general fund while eight counties
out of 20 potentially eligible counties —
including Lincoln County - received no
money.

The formula should be updated to
allow more of the small counties in the
state to receive a $100,000 to $200,000
entitlement per year, as intended by
the act.

* A review of the financial support
counties such as Lincoln provide for
state agencies, including the health
department.

* The incorporation of regional

WEDNBSDAY AN. 1 2003

ding requests

water plans into a statewide plan and

N

continued emphasis on water conser-

vation and regulation.
* That more of the money designed

to improve fire service in the state -
actually be returned to help fire -
departments, instead of 60 percent of °
the money paid through insurance pre- *
miums reverting to the state’s general

fund.

* Conveying power to county com-
missions to restrict fireworks during

periods of extreme drought.

* Legislation to make computer pro- -

grammers of municipal and county

software programs partially liable for

the work they perform.

* Increasing the allowed reimburse- |

ment for members of county road
review committees from $5 to better
reflect the actual expense.

Commission Chairman Rex Wilson
said County Assessor Rick Silva also is
working on a system to help with tax

relief for people who lose their homes

in major wildfires,
Kokopeili Fire in early 2002.

HIGHWAY: Commissioners pass revised resolution after U.S. 70 debate

FROM PAGE 1R

much less been obstructed.

communities at either end, “but bury-

problems, he said.

suggestion by the valley commission’s

such as the_

consultant for under-highway tun-
nels to allow deer to move back and
forth to the river. e

“The highway department said
that was unfeasible, but I think the

“This highway commission put a
lot of money into highways before and
never looked at southern New
Mexico,” he said. “We pay gas taxes
and should get our due. | agree we

ing the valley in asphalt is not the
answer,” Sanchez said.

But Simpson pointed
that the death toll on the
road 15 twice the nation-

“To call these caring people
obstructionists is a slap in the face
and an nsult” she
told her Dbosses,
accusing them of a

political pressure, he said.

Richey also challenged claims that
four lanes would make the highway
safer.

‘“Highways don’t

Charles Reed of San Patricio said  pattern  of  being kill people al average and that should do it right, but everyone has problem should be addressed,” she
the majority of accidents on US. 70 uncaring about y attempts to pass on a  his opinion on how. said.
involve alcoh()l or falling asleep at the  preservation. Pe()p|e kill peol)le narrow two-lane road “I'm thankful for the positive eco- After a half hour of opinions,

Schwettmann finally suggested the
commission pass just the first para-
graph of the resolution, saying it
supports improvements to the high-
way because of the dangerous situa-

nomic 1mpact on citizens of Lincoln
County.”

Susan Jimenez, a valley commis-
sion member, said, “I've been privi-
leged enough to be part of the meet-

have resulted in several
fatal accidents.

“A large group of peo-
ple want to see this pro-
Ject go through,” he said.

“Don't try to hide
hehind a false con-

wheel.

“None of that will change if the
road is widened,” he said. “If any- cern for safety,” she
thing, it will increase the flow of traf-  admonished. “If you
fic.” really had that in

with drinking,
speeding and
careless driving.”

He pointed out that the highway
was designed for through traffic, not

for 350 residents in the valley.

County planner Patsy Sanchez,
her voice breaking with emotion at
times, cnticized the use of the word

“obstructiomsts”

“Without their efforts Tthe high-
way would) have no turning lanes
and only two-foot shoulders,
said. Construction has not slowed,

ESTIMATE: Martine; calls for new numbers on |

FROM PAGE 1A

Development Block Grant and
another $491 880 is federal
money.

“I think the estimator 15 out
to lunch,” Stewart said. “I
think he's trying to portray the
sttuation as pessimistic as he
can.’

The CDBG runs out in
March 2004, he said. The
county should move ahead
with specifications and hids.
Despite the problems, commis-
sioners  voted  to direct
McNamara to prepare the bid
documents on the Rudoso
public health office, a renova-
tion and addition to the county
(‘armzozo Health (hnie and a
3.329-square-foot addition to
the county hospital. plus 2,320
square feet of renovation,

McNamara siid the stone
veneer was added on the
Ruidoso public health office as
an option to match the Ruidoso
Public Library and village
administration building,
which are next door.

" she

mind, we would hire
81X more deputies to
do nothing but

..

James Sancher
Faincoln resident

patrol the highway.”

and careless driving,”

Martinez said luxury homes
in Alto can be built for less
money.

“These are only examining
rooms, he said.

“Right, there's not much to
it,” McNamara agreed.

Commussioner
Schwettmann, an  engineer
whose term ended Dec. 31, told
the board to go out for nds.

“You don't have to accept
any of them,” he said. “An ests-
mator 1s protecting his vou-
know-what when he makes
these estimates from
Albuquerque, which 1s highly
uniomzed. He's probably using
the  Albuquerque  building
scale, which s twice what they
will pay in Lincoln County.
Another estimate doesn’t
mean anything. Go forward
with the project. Have it with
deductible alternates in it and
you can make your choices.
What I've seen in the last year
or 80, I think you have plenty
of money to do it, you might
even add to it.”

Stewart agreed. The com-
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Lincoln resident James Sanchez
said he found the term “obstruction-
15ts” offensive and repulsive.

“Highways don't kill people. People
kill people with drinking, speeding
he said.
road will be good economically for the

projects 1n  the

The

mission erither should stop now
and return the money or go out
for bids with a cap, he said. If
the bids are too high, they can
be rejected.

Martinez wanted to know
why a local architeet wasn't
picked to head the projects.

Stewart sad it was a com-
petitive,  quahfication-based
selection and McNamara from
Albuguerque was picked.

More local architects and
contractors should be encour-
aged to bid on government con-
struction  projects to  save
money, he said. Too many
times, the work goes to firms

Distinctive
Designer
Jewelry

618 Carrizo Canyon Rd
630-1514

M-S$a 10 am - 5 pm

Commissioner
Martinez said he's wor-
ried that if opponents
stop too many highway
area,
Highway Commission will pull the
money and uset elsewhere. The start
date on another two-lane portion of
UUS. 70 from Ruidoso west to the
turnoff to Casino Apache was moved
back a year because of vnwmnment,a]

Leo

the State

from larger cities that have to
contend with added costs.
McNamara also reported to
county commissioners that the
Lincoln  County Medical
Center ambulatory surgery
project 15 about $15.000 over
its $662,200 budget, and the
county health clinic in
Carrzozo exceeded its
$196,562 budget for renova-
tion and addition by $126,634.
Money for the hospital work
comes from a special, annual
county property tax levy. The
(‘arrizozo Clinic project is
funded with federal dollars,
Stewart said, but the county
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ings and they've done a very good job
addressing preservation, but it needs
to be addressed further. The needs of
local citizens and businesses along
the highway are not being met. Qur
consultants came up with good sug-
gestions for safety issues, but they
have not been followed through on.”
Jimenez said 27 percent of the
accidents on the road involved ani-
mals, yet highway officials rejected

J

|
|

has about $700,000 in the spe-
aal tax levy reserve if it does-
n't want to cut the project in
half.

“It sure seems like double
your money on that is not dou-
ble your pleasure,”
Commissioner L. Ray Nunley
said. “This is not highly techni-
cal construction. There's no
oxygen in there, no wiring in
the walls.”

McNamara said the project
covers 1,338 square feet of new
construction and 210 square
feet of renovation.

“That’s over $300 a square
foot,” an astonished Nunley

tion.

“How they do it, we don't care,” he
said. “The commission has enough to
take care of without this business of
getting into private disputes. We just
want imprgovements.”

The modified resolution passed
unanimously. Commission Chairman
Rex Wilson said the board wants his-
torical properties handled as appro-
pnately as possible.

ong-awaited health office project

replied, but Stewart corrected
his mental math, saying it’s
more like $208 per square foot.

Martinez said, “In my past
government service, [ would
call this a big turkey, and it's
plucking us. Get a new estima-
tor. Some would say we've got
the money, spend it, but that’s
not my mentality. It's wrong.
It's wrong.”

McNamara said the num-
bers aren't actual bids, but
Martinez said when people
read about the numbers, that’s
how they'll bid. He said he
wants to be invoived in the
process. :
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COMMUNITY BRI

Youth ham radio ‘

Ruidoso Hams are looking
for youngsters who are inter-
ested in radio communica-
tions. Amateur radio operators
in Lincoln County will partici-
pate in “Kids Day” on Jan. 4

from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. Local

hams will host youngsters at
their ham radio stations,

. allowing the youth to see and

participate in a national com-
munications event designed to
provide first-hand experience
with ham radio.

This event allows kids in
many communities around the
country to talk with ether kids
on a long-range ham radio net-
work.

The radio station will be
operated by a local licensed
ham radio operator, but the
focus will be on kids talking to
other kids and seeing how a
ham radio station works. Any
kids that do not want to talk
on the radio may just watch
and learn, or they can pick up
the mike and talk.

Those interested can leave

.enough interest is shown. .

a message for Rick Sohl at
(505) 3654-9103 for e-mail at
kSric@arrl.net) before 4 p.m.
Friday.

Members of the Sierra
Blanca Amateur Radio Club
will host the event and a ham
radio class may be scheduled if

Snyder stationed

Navy Petty Officer 2nd
Class Kenneth B. Snyder, son
of Pat L. White of
Hattiesburg, Miss., and Tom
A. Snyder of Capitan, recently
reported for duty aboard the
aircraft carrier USS John C.
Stennis, homeported in San
Diego, Calif. ¢

Alzheimer’s meeting

The Heritage Senior Adult
Program and the Alzheimer’s
Association will host a “Caring
and  Sharing” workshop
Friday, Jan. 10, at 1 p.m. at
101 Raines Road. For more

- information, call (505) 624-

1552 or (800) 777-8155.

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

RUIDOS S NS STAFE WRITER ~com

Trying to define their role
in controlling activities on
public right of way, Lincoln
County commissioners will
consider a new ordinance
during a public hearing later
this month.

County Attorney Alan
Morel reminded board mem-
bers that they asked him to
draft a law covering the com-
migsion’s jurisdiction in reg-
ulating new roads or improv-
ing existing roads in town-
sites or platted county rights
of way.

He searched the state and
couldn’t find a model ordi-
nance, Morel said, so he
came up with something
new.

“Before anyone improves
or alters a townsite road or
subdivision right of way, they
first have to come to the
county to obtain permit, to
let us know what it is they
are going to do and get a per-
mit from the road depart-
ment,” the attorney
explained.

S

Commission considering role

in area right-of-way regulation

“The whole issue is that I
think you need to know
what's going on within your
nghts of way that are dedi-
cated to the county,” he said.
“Whether or not you want to
require someone to build a
road to county standards to
access one lot in back of a
subdivision is a tough issue
because the cost of building
the road could exceed the
value of that one lot. But |
think we have a duty to
ensure when people do access
their property, that they
don't cut across three or four
other people's property to get
to theirs. Also, if culverts are
needed, you should ensure
they don’t cause damage to
anyone else’s property.”

If commissioners approve
the ordinance Jan. 19, Morel
said, “At least before anyone
starts to build or improve a
road within a subdivision, or
within a platted townsite
right of way, we'll have
opportunity to look at it and
provide some guidance on
how they should do it so as
not to impair someone else’s
property rights.”

Assessors office closed next week

Lincoln Countv Assessor
Rick Silva’s office in the county
courthouse in Carrizozo will be
closed Monday, Jan. 6,
through Wednesday, Jan. 8,
for remodeling.

“I don’t want people driving

down to find the door closed,”
he said. “If they have an emer-
gency, they can call the county
treasurer’s office at (505) 648-
2397 and 1 will have an office
representative there who can
respond.”

N
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County mulls lmutmg subd1v1510ns

Commissioners say water studies t0o expensive for smaller propertles

— = L= S — e o ma o he e e - -

Although Lincoln County commission-
ers approved two new small subdivisions,
they said they favor restrictions on the
plats that prohibit future splits of the land.

Surveyor Tim Collins, the agent on the
two applications, told commissioners last
month that the Ruidoso Planning and
Zoning Commission tabled both ‘petitions
to determine if hydrological studies should
be required. The developments fall within
a zone over which both entltles have juris-
diction.

But Commissioner Bill Schwettmann,
an engineer, said the cost of such a study
could hit $100,000 and would be far too
expensive for subdivisions with only four
or five lots.

County commissioners seemed more
interested in ensuring that the four lots
aren't split in the future to become eight or
more, each with its own well and septic
system. |

Commissioners approved the five-lot
subdivision submitted by Ronald Nowak
and Christine Poraznik on 27 acres off

Eagle Creek Drive. The smallest will be

four acres and the largest, eight acres.

- But although the covenants on the land -
ban future subdividing, Commissioner Leo

Martinez said he’d like something more
binding, that couldn't be changed by a
majority vote of lot owners and doesn't rely
on other lot owners in the development to
enforce. He's seen neighborhoods try to
raise money to band together and fight
mobile homes moving in, and it’s difficult,
he said.

County Attorney Alan Morel said state
statutes differentiate restrictive covenants
from deed restrictions. Violation of the lat-
ter could cause a title company to withhold
a title policy, he said. That’s not the case
with covenants.

“I don’t believe you can order them. to
put it in the deed restrictions, but you
could encourage it,” he said.

Collins suggested writing the restric-
tions on the plat officially filed with the
county.

Morel pointed out that subdivision reg-
ulations already ban splits for seven years
after a subdividing action.

Collins convinced commissioners to
approve the plat, contingent on the nota-
tion of no future subdividing being written
on the document. The process would be
much more difficult if the prohibition was

s\rﬁtt»en into each deed as a restriction, he

Cl)mnﬁssioners also approved the sec-
ond application for Legacy Estates filed by

Jim W. and Rosemary Peebles to create

four tracts ranging from 2.4 acres to 31
acres out of a 40-acre parcel off Sierra
Blanca Airport Road. |

Although the couple has no plans to fur-
ther divide the 31-acre lot at, this time,
they may in the future,

In other business, the commission:

* Heard a suggestion from dJerry
Mulligan that it may be time to review all
outstanding loans for the county and its

-agencies, such as volunteer fire depart-

ments, to see If refinancing for lower inter-
est might be financially beneficial. The
county also could consider acting as a lend-
g agent to those entities for a higher rate
of interest than it currently collects on its
investments, he said.

* Approved Earl Hobbs as the replace-
ment for out-going commissioner Bill
Schwettmann as liaison to the
Southeastern New Mexico Economic
Development District. The appointment

was handled in December because the dis-*

trict’s next meeting will occur before the
commission gets together in January.

Official likes fort idea, doubts financial prospect

The Cumbres & Toltec

Rumoso News ® Pac 3A '

B A state property repre-
sentative says New Mexico
has money problems.

BY DIARNE STALLINGS

RUIDOSO NPOS STAFE WRITFR

Although a state official
said a special commission may
be effective in pumping more
dollars into the effort to devel-
op historic Fort Stanton, he
warned that New Mexico is
looking at some major finan-
cial problems.

George Marquez, from the
property control division of the
state  General Services
Department, told county com-
missioners last month, “[ see (a
special commission) as a very
good possibility.

“The largest drawback — the
one that always hampered
development at Fort Stanton -
18 funding.”

Railroad model, which was cre-
ated by a special commission,
recently disclosed it's running
$90,000 in debt, he said.

“That will be one of the
biggest obstacles to overcome
at Fort Stanton, the self-suffi-
ciently aspects of a commis-
sion,” Marquez said. “The state
18 not going to want to pour
money into it like they haven't
in the past.

“Revenue projections by
(state Department of Finance
and Administration) given to
the governor three weeks ago
called for a $63-million short-
fall for the next fiscal year and
in 2005, a $240-million short-
fall, if economic indicators
don’t pick up. So it’ geing to be
tight.”

A commission would avoid
the requirement that a trust
would face of having to own the
property, Marquez said. “And
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the state can’t transfer owner-
ship for free under the anti-
donation clause,” he pointed
out. “It would have to be some
type of sale.

“A commission would alievi-
ate that and allow them to
search for funding outside the
state from private and federal
sources. It could help and
opens up all sorts of possibili-
ties to push this thing along
and that's what we're looking
for.”

As much as supporters
would like to see seme quick
resolution for the 88-building
complex about 13 miles north-
east of Ruidoso, that's not
going to happen, he said.

“If you can just get some
movement forward, especially
with the new administration
(of  governor-elect Bill
Richardson),” Marquez said.
“They realize the fort is an on-
going concern in this area and
that you have a plan in place
and need to move forward.”

~ FACT |
In 1945

World's first atomic bonb detonated
at Trinity Site in southern New
Mexico. After its development at

Les Alames, New Mexico.
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A new year starts
in Ruidoso, USA

Herewith, the view in a cracked crystal ball

hen a new year comes

around, everybody

would like one particu-
lartoolathand—-alarge clear
and absolutely infallible crystal
ball.

But, failing such a wonder-
ful tool, the next best thing is a
most uncertain, totally fallible
human brain. On thls day of
the year, nobody wants ques-
tions — everybody wants
answers... predictions,

Herewith, some totally falli-
ble predictions:

* New Democrat Gov. Bill
Richardson’s honeymoon with
the Democrat-controlled Legis-
lature will last almost until the
end of the 60-day session.

* The newly constituted
Lincoln County Commission

In search of some slogan

will struggle with budget

i1ssues, water issues and fire-

management issues, and
reluctantly consider county
zoning regulations — but

don'’t hold your breath on that
one.

* Ruidoso public school
patrons will elect one new
school board member, the
board in turn will hire the first
new superintendent for the
municipal district in many
years...and with it the possi-
bility that some necessary
changes might occur.

Meanwhile, the general
public - all the rest of us — will
suck up our guts, keep an anx-
ious eye on the war-news
channels, and pray for peace.

Happy new year, everyone.

- - - Lo

besides ‘crescit eundo’

This is a good time to make res-
olutions. Not for myself. Gave up
on that years ago. It i g mushmore
mmmm ey
olutions for oth-

ers.

For instance,
help me make
some resojutions
for our state

lawmakers who

are acking

their | footh TOOKING.
brushes in ASKANCE
preparation for NED CANTWELL
a 60-day session

in Santa Fe Ginder the leadership
of a new governor who pledges to
unify our state,

Unify New Mexico political fac-
tions? Good luck. Divided or uni-
fied, all of us have some pet issues
we would like the State
Legislature to resolve,

Here are just a couple basic
New Year resolutions I would like
to see on the New Year’s list of our
lawmakers:

One, do something about the
state slogan.

Two, do something about edu-
cation.

First, the state slogan. Here it
is: “Everybody Is Somebody in
New Mexico.” That's dumb. We
need a new one. Other states are
more clever. The following are not
official, but you get the idea:

Wyoming: Wynot

Vermont: Yep

Tennessee: The Educashun
State

South Dakota:
North Dakota

South Carolina: We Have
Never Actually Surrendered To
The North .‘

Oregon: Spotted Owl; It's
What's For Dinner

Oklahoma: It’s Like The Play,
Only No Smglng P)

California: As Seen On TV

Arkansas: Literacy Ain't
Everything.

But, as ‘they say, seriously

Closer Than

folks. The State Legislature needs

to get TV stations and all New

Mexico newspapers on board to

promote a contest to come up with
a dandy state slogan. Give the
winner five thousand bucks,

Let's start right here. E-mail
me your suggestions for a clever
New Mexico etate slogan, humor—
ous or otherwise, and we will
the ball rolling Forget

Make Excellent Pets.” That one is
taken.

Now, about education. Here is
something the State Legislature
can do without raising taxes or
requiring more standardized
tests. It can bring order and deco-
rum back to the classroom. Here's
how.

Pass a law making school uni-
forms mandatory as a require-
ment to obtain state funding. Few
school districts will take the step
uniess forced. Administrators and
school boards are terrified of the
notion. They are afraid of the par-
ents and afraid of the kids.

School uniforms. You let kids
dress like punks, they act like
punks.

Get rid of the baggy pants, bare
midriffs, backward baseball caps,
and watch what happens. Before
you know it, students might start
calling their teachers “sir” or
“mam.” Wouldn’t that be some-
thing? |

While they are at it, legislators
need to amend the school uniform
bill to outlaw face jewelry. A kid
shows up with a nose ring, he gets
chained to the flagpole.

No purple hair, either. Young
lady, the hair color God gave you is
good enough. Be proud of it.

I know, Mr. and Mrs.
Legislator. You are going to hear
all kinds of bull about civil rights
and how a kid can wear what he
wants, look how he wants. But
remember, all of us folks out here
paying for these kids' education
want them to know their schooling
is a privilege and that it should be
linked to behavioral standards.

Hey, how about a new state slo-
gan: “New Mexico: Uniform

Respect.”

Ned Cantwell - ncantwell®@
charter.net ~ is a retired newspa-
perman living in Ruidoso. His col-
umn slogan: “He’s Old, He's
Cranky.”

OUR RIGHT TO KNOW
The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law

respecting an establishment of reli-
on, or pro |b1tmg lhe frec exercise |

f, or abri the freedom of

speech or the ress, orthen tof the

_g ly to assemble, and to

tition the government for a redress

of grievances.
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YOUR OPINION

A plea for tolerance in language here at home

To the editor:

What’s in a word? Every powerful
emotion known to humankind. Some
words evoke beauty, compassion, under-
standing, love*Others foster ugliness,
malevolence, misunderstanding, hate.
The choice begins with each one of us,
and mushrooms into either caring or
thoughtless communication among indi-
viduals, nations, and perhaps someday

‘even planets. If we claim to be in favor

of healing the prejudices and ignorance
which led to the ... 9/11 disaster, then we
need to be sure we are not contributing
to intolerance in any form.

This includes myself. When I hear an
uneducated person repeatedly and pur-
posely using the nasty N-word, it
appears to be from wanton disregard for
the rights of others, not from ignorance.
In the past, I would confront such

~ offenses in public, not a nice thing to do.

Besides, if I continued to do that in this
small town, I would alienate some of the
people with whom I come in daily eon-

tact. This time, I chose to write an open

letter, knowing the offender will read it.

Meanwhile, I continue my personal
struggle to become more tolerant of the
intolerant, in the wake of my dismay at
how often local citizens voice their racial
and religious prejudices. Folks, I'm not
doing well with it. Ail you churchgoers
out there who purport to follow Christ’s
teachings, please pray for me, and ask
yourselves if Jesus would use the N-
word. ° ~
Shaughn Marlowe

Ruidoso Downs

Used greeting cards wanted

To the editor:

On behalf of the Benevolent
Patriotic Orderr of Does, Ruidoso
Drove No. 152, I would like to thank all
merchants or whomever you may be
that donated items and all participants
who attended our dinner and auction
on Dec. 1... it was a very big success. I

hope everyone understands that all
money raised at the dinner and auction
are used for local charities.

Also, I would like to take this tlme to
ask everyone to save all their greeting
cards, such as Christmas, birthday,
anniversary, etc., for our organization.
We take the front half of these carrds
and send them to St. Jude’s Hospital
for Abused Children.

If you have cards, please call me at
354-3418 and we will make arrange-
ments to have them picked up.
..thanks to Wade Procter, Ruidoso
palice officer, for being our auctioneer;
he does a wonderful job. ...To all the
Does who helped; you know who you
are, thanks. To all our husbands,
thank you. Thanks to the entire
Ruideso community for your support
through all these years. With your con-
tinued support, we will as Does contin-
ue to support our charities.

Mary Eshem
President, BPO Does, Drove 152

GUEST COMMENTARY

Claritying the area’s waste-water treatment issues

BY DICK WISNER

RUEM IO RIVER ASSOUIRTION

Given the rumors, innuendoes, and
misunderstandings swirling around the
impending upgrade of the regional
waste-water treatment plant at Biscuit
Hill, the issue screams for clarification.
I hope the following provides some.

The treatment plant, located approx-
imately three miles east of Ruidoso

Downs, was built 25 years ago (with an -

estimated life of 20 years) to treat
waste-water from Ruidoso and Ruidoso
Downs. After this waste-water is treat-
ed to remove pollutants, it is discharged
into the Rio Ruidoso (just east of the
bridge on Highway 70 at Seeping

Springs).

Under its Clean Water Act mandate
to protect the quality of water in our

LETTERS POLICY

AR R S

The Ruidoso News encourages let-
ters to the editor, especially about local
topics and issues. Each letter must be
signed and must. include the writer's
daytime telephone number-:and mail
address. The phone number and mail-
ing address will not be printed; the
hometown will be, The telephone num-
ber will be used to verify authorship.
No letter will be printed without the
writer's name.

Letters should be no more than 300
words in length, of public interest, and

. free of libel; editing will be for length
grammar or spelling. Shorter letters
are preferred and generally receive
greater readership, The Ruidogo News
reserves the nght to reject any letter.
Longer by-lined "Guest Commentary"
articles will be considered; call the edi-
tor at (5605) 267-4001.

Letters may be delivered to the
Ruidoso News office at 104 Park
Avenue, mailed to P.O. Box 128,
Ruidoso, NM 88355; faxed to 257-
7063; or sent by e-mail to rui-
dosonsws@zlanet com.

rivers and streams, the federal EPA
requires a permit (called a NPDES per-
mit) for anything discharged into a
stream. This permit gives the holder the
right to discharge into the stream so
long as certain predetermined limits are
met with respect to the amount of
residue pollutants that can be in the dis-
charge. The plant is currently working
under a permit renewed by EPA in
January 2001.

Separately, the New Mexico Water
Quality Act mandates the N.M. Water
Quality Control Commission to desig-
nate the potential uses for each stream
and the specific water quality standards
that are necessary to sustain those uses.
The designated uses for the Rio Ruidoso
are domestic water supply, irrigation,
livestock watering, wildlife habitat,
municipal and industrial water supply,
and secondary contract (wading, fish-
ing, etc.). In addition to these, the Rio

Ruidoso is designated as a high-quality

cold water- fishery from the Mescalero
Reservation to Seeping Springs Lake

- )just past the bridge on Highway 70, and

downstream of that as a cold water fish-
ery. Once a stream’s uses are designat-
ed, it is thereafter classified as either
“supporting,” “partially supporting,” or
“non-supporting” those uses based on
the specific standards set for it. The

‘high-quality stretch of the Rio Ruidoso

is currently listed as non-supporting its

. designated use because of temperature,

turbidity (sediment), and stream bottom
deposits. The stretch of the Rio Ruidoso
that has a designation as a cold water
fishery is listed as non-supporting on
the basis of plant nutrients (which show
up as algae growth).
In addition to those specific stan-

dards set up to support designated uses,

the state also set general standards for
~ water quality for all streams in the

state, regardless of use designations.
These standards cover such things as
stream bottom deposits (sediment),
floating solids, color, odor and taste of
fish, plant nutrients (which shows up as
nuisance algae), and toxic substances.
Again, these standards are applicable to
all waters at all times and are indepen-
dent of designated uses.

The current imbroglio finds its source
in the fact that the permit issued for the
Biscuit Hill plant in January 2001
included — for the first time ever at this
plant ~ a limit on the amount of phos-
phoros that can be in the plant’s dis-
charge after January 2004. What trig-
gered the addition of the phosphores
limit was not the fact that one of the Rio
Ruidoso’s designated uses is a high-
quality fishery, but rather the presence
of an ever-increasing amount of nui-
sance algae in the Rio Ruidoso, both
above and below the treatment plant.

" Since the presence of nuisance algae
is in itself a violation of the state’s gen-
eral standards, regardless of the
stream’s standards for a designated use,
the state is required by law to limit the
amount of additional such pollutants
that may be discharged into the already

. polluted receiving waters.

The fact of the matter is that the
water in the Rio Ruidoso, both above
and below the plant, for reasons now
under intense study, already contains a
chemical composition (too much phos-
phoros and/or nitrogen) that is a verita-
ble incubator for algae growth. The
addition of any more of these pollutants
from the treatment plant compounds
the problem dowmstream of the plant.

The problem, therefore, is the very

opposite of what it may at ﬁrst appear.

Fixing the plant will do very little to
nmprove the quality of the recgiving -
- Sec WATER, page 5A
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" RUIDOSO NEVS STAPF WEITER wells in the area were picked by the
state for tests and two showed elevated

| State envn'onmental officials are

‘satisfied that an illegal septic dumping
'site in Glencoe was cleaned up by the
‘violator,.

_ 'Commissioner L. Ray Nunley said no
_home should be built on the land until
it is deemed safe.

but  Lincoln County

“Iwantedtobesm'ethatsometeet
wells were dug,” said Commissioner. L.
Ray Nunley. “That’s human waste that
was dumped.” |

Commissioner Rick Simpson, who
visited the site, said he recommended to
the dohn Van Winkle family that the

bacteria levels, State officials said the

source of cnntammahonmosthkelywas .
‘wanted to bring that out to make it a

septic leech fields in the area, not the
material illegally left by Van Winkle.
“That land isn't habitable right now
and I don’t know what the time frame is
on that,” Nunléy said. “You can't build a
house there.”
Simpson said a trailer already
on the tract, although it is not being
- “I don’t think you can place a
dwelling on a waste site,” Nunley said.

sits

’I‘.OCALNEWS

thewastemtemabeut 15feetw1deby
100 feet long and it’s in the bottom of a

valley. “I don't think anyone would

want to build there,” he said.
“That’s a maybe,” Nunley said. “I

matter of public record. I think we
ought to look into it. I don’t want some-

body to move in there and get sick
because they heve ahouse on a dump
site.”

County Attorney Alan Morel said
the county’s litter ordinance prohibits
the dumping. of waste within three
iniles of the Rio Ruidoso and the Van
Winkle site is about one mile away.

think we've done what we can do.”

. “But that has nothing to do with a
house being placed out there with chil-
dren playing around that,” Nunley
said. “Ithmklfthemlsafedemlor

state law, that house should not be

occupied.”
Morel said t.he tract contains 80

Ruposo News » Pack 54 PR

ied about future of dumping site

tlnsmsbanee and its my understanding  away from the disposal site. It would be
that a citation was issued to Mr. V. uptoﬂlestatetotakeastandonthat
Winkle, wholbehevemﬂleownere . issue,

Circle B Septic,” Morel saids “I believe ~ Nunley said he would like the state
he's already gone to court and wag  tobealerted to possible future problems
already fined $300 and placed on if someone wanted to live there.

days probation for having violated that Stewart said he would write a letter
ordinance... As far as the county goes, I  to the state ED to remind them.

In other action, the commission: :

* Approved the purchase of 20 Bendix King
rodio portable sets for the Bonito Fire
Department from Advance Communication of
Las Cnlnlose, which bll‘ri $lg ,300. ! tr}ae other com-
panies bid, ranging from $10,817 (for a type con-
gidered not equal to Bendix) to $20,000.

* Approved a bid of $168,044 from American
LaFrance Transwest of Commerce City, Colo., for
a 500-gallon wildland/urban interface fire truck.

Two other bids came in at $169 641 and.

$176,400.

RUIDOSO RRLW

County Manager Tom Stewart said

- “Our ordinance was applicable to

acres and the trailer is about a half mile

Sl
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Uninvited guest

The Roswell owner of a

house in the 400 block of
Carrizo Canyon Road came to
check on his house Dec. 28 and
found a man lying on the bed
in a front bedroom. The owner
called the police and the man
came into the living room ares

up the bed and drinking about
$5 worth of beer.

Oh deer

Two decorative wire deer
figures valued at $99 'were
taken from'a yard in the 400

~ block of Barcus Street between

Dec. 1 and 28, leaving a third

and “did not move,” according  deer alone in the yard.
to the report.
Although the man  Gas theft

shrugged when asked his
name and what he was’doing,
the -officer eventually discov-
ered that the intruder was
Alley Michael Hosetosavit, 24,
of Mescalero, who had been
allegedly staying in the house
for about 10 days. He was

A white male with curly
brown hair driving a tan Ford
truck pulling a brown horse
trailer stole $43.23 of gasoline
from Conoco, 400 Sudderth
Drive, Dec. 29.

arrested and charged with Break-ins reported
criminal damage to property
and breaking and entry for Two burglaries were report-

. breaking a 3-by-4 window

pane valued at $100, messing

FUNERALS B0 NN &

ed at vacation homes in the .

100 block of Bonanza Drive as

having occurred between Dec.
24 and 26. A window was bro-
ken to gain entry and a 27-
inch color television valued at
$300, a satellite receiver val-
ued at $150, a space heater
valued at $60 and wine and
beer valued at $139 were
taken,

After reporting on thns bur-
glary, the neighbors noticed a
screen off the house next to
them and found the front door
open. A television was miss-
ing from this house.

Windshield damaged

A windshield of a vehicle
was reported damaged by a
BB pellet in the 100 block of
La Luz Drive Dec. 28.

Teens cited
On Dec. 29 in the 100 block

Eula Geiger

Graveside services for Eula
Geiger, 86, of Ruidoso will be at
1:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 2, at
Forest Lawn Cemetery, with
Hubert Lee officiating.

Mrs. Geiger died Saturday,
Dec. 21, 2002, in Ruidoso.

She was born Feb. 24, 1916,
in Tuskahoma; Okla.

She moved to Ruidoso 35
years ago from Denver City,
Texas, and established the
House of Antiques. She was a
member of the Order of the

Eastern Star in Seminole,

this time for Joyce Sloan, 78,0of University.
Claunch. Mr. Burks’ career began as
Mrs. Sloan died Friday, Dec.  a sixth-grade school teacher in

27, 2002, at her home.

She was horn Nov. 4, 1924,
in Carrizozo.

She was a member of the
Methodist Church and was a
rancher on the Sloan Ranch.

Survivors include sisters

- Helen Sloan of Claunch and

Sue Callahan of Albuguerque.

Arrangements are under
the direction of LaGrone
Funeral Chapel of Ruidoso,
257-7303.

Texas, and was Past Worthy Seldon Burks Jl’.
Matron. She was a member of |
First Baptist Church. Burial for Seldon Burks Jr.,

She married Al Geiger on
Dec. 30, 1936, at Big Spring,
Texas. He preceded her in
death in 1985.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, La Dell Barber, of Ruidoso;
a brother, Hershel Wheat of
Dennison, Texas; a sister,
Austa Hamby, of Illinois;
grandchildren Lisa Barber-
Lierman and her husband
Kent, Larry Barber, Dena
Stroup-Grundseth, and Steven
Stroup.

She also was preceded in
death by a daughter, Neta
Stroup.

The family suggests memori-
als to the Ruidoso Care Center.

Arrangements are under

77, a resident of Alamogordo,

was Saturday in Hot Springs

Cemetery in Truth or

Consequences.
Mr. Burks died of a heart

attack at Memorial Medical

Center in Las Cruces on
Sunday, Dec. 22, 2002.

He was born Aug. 4, 1925,
in Capitan, to Seldon E. Burks
Sr. and Iva Sue (Murdock)
Burks.

He was an all-district and
all-state center when Capitan
High School won the New
Mexico state basketball title in
1943. He was a veteran of
World War 11, where he served
in the Army Air Corps from
1943 to 1946.

Albuquerque and subsequent-
ly in Alamogordo. He was later
promoted to principal of
Oregon Elementary School,
working in that capacity from
1955-70.

During his time with the
Alamogorde Public Schools, he
was also principal of Heights
Elementary School from 1970-
82 and Sacramental
Elementary School from 1982-
83, prior to retiring.

Mr. Burks loved hunting
and fishing and was an avid
hunter from the age of 10 until
just one week prior to his
death. He sang and played
lead guitar in his country
music band for more than 30
years. His band was frequent-
ly heard in Lincoln, Otero and
Sierra counties. He provided
guitar lessons to area students
and taught his children and
grandchildren to play instru-
ments as well.

He married Joy Shook of
Lincoln County in 1943.

Survivors include his wife,
Joy; sons Seldon “Eddy” Burks
IIl and his wife, Linda, of
Alamogordo, and Brian Burks
Sr. and his wife, Lynn, of
Tularosa; grandchildren Brian
Burks Jr., Dr. Eric Burks,
Justin Burks, James Burks,

the direction of LaGrone He earned a bachelor ofarts Tami Burks Fambrough,

Funeral Chapel of Ruidoso. degree in 1950 from the' Leandra Burks, Carl Burks;
| University of New Mexico, a and six great-grandchildren.

Joyce Sloan -master’s degree in 1955 and a ~ He was preceded in death’

- No services are planned at

doctorate of education in 1959
from New Mexleo State

by his parents; and by a sister,
Bertie Lou Burke

of Snowcap Drive, police cited
the fdllowmg Odessa, Texas,
people for minor in possession
of alcohol: Jared Cole Mosher,
18, Landon Joseph Thompson
19, Aleashae Gail Tindal, 18,

Clayton Oscar Bizzell, 19, and

Ellen Ann Burk, 19, as well as
Kelly Kristin Mills, 18, from
San Marcos, Texas.

Window broken

A window was broken

between 3 and 3:45 p.m. Dec.

18 in a home in the 300 block
of Carrizo Canyon Road.

Figurines missing

Figurines were reported
taken from a case next to the
front door of a residence in the
600 block of Mechem Drive
between Dec. 19 and 22.
Entry was made through an
unlocked sliding glass door.

Tools un-stored

Tools were stolen from a
storage unit at Stash Storage,

1107 Mechem Drive, Dec. 21
or 22, according to police

reports. The lock had been
broken off.

House broken into

Various items were stolen
from a residence in the 100
block  of Queenaire Court
between Nov. 29 and Dec. 18,
including a 19-inch Magnavox
television and a 14-inch tele-
vision, valued at $150 each.

A window, valued at $150,
and a door, valued at $100,
were broken.

Dog trouble

David J. Merta, 56, of Las
Cruces, was cited for “loose
dogs” Dec. 21, after a “small
chocolate dog” was allegedly
injured by two greyhounds
whom Merta had let out to
relieve themselves. Merta was
instructed that the dogs were
to stay in his care for 10 days
because there was no place to
confine the dogs for quaran-
tine.

FROM PAGE A7

waters of the Rio Ruidoso
upstream, although it will
improve water quality down-
stream of the plant.
Improving the quality of the
water in the Rio Ruidoso, on
the other hand, may amelio-
rate the need for even more
stringent limits at the plant
in the future,

To recap, the phosphoros
limit scheduled to go into
effect in January 2004 has
nothing to do with the Rio
Ruidoso’s designation as a
high quality cold-water fish-
ery. Lobbying to lower that
designation is, therefore, a
non-starter. Nor, as has been
suggested on these pages, are
the villages contemplating
spending millions of dollars
on the treatment plant to
improve the fishery. The
plant is old and needs to be
expanded and upgraded irre-
spective of the river or the
fishery. Sixty percent of the
$21-million price tag being
tossed about for refurbishing
the plant was already
planned before the phospho-
ros issue ever cropped up.
Unfortunately, the Rio
Ruidoso has become a breed-
ing ground for. nuisance algae

WATER: An explanation

in the meantime and state

laws now demand that the
WWTP be improved so as not
to compound that problem.
Village officials have little -
choice.

The bottom line is that we
all have to pull together to
help clean up two very differ-
ent streams of 'water — both
the Rio Ruidoso and the sew-
erage input going into the
WWTP. The first can be
achieved by identifying and
then mitigating the sources
of the phosphoros and/or
nitrogen pollutants entering
the river over its entire run
from the Sierra Blanca Peak
to Riverside. The second is a
community-wide problem
that we all can help with,
which 18 reducing the
amount of phosphoros and
nitrogen that we feed into the
WWTP via the sewer system
(soaps, fertilizers, etc.). The
less phéSphoros the WWTP
takes in, the more efficiently
it can remove it.

Following a meeting with
the State Environment
Department officials on Dec.
7, it was agreed that village
officials would put together a
comprehensive, watershed-
wide proposal to do just
that. |

| $10 OFF at SIn Apac

 Call l:all Iar details

Curfew violation

Police cited the parent of a
16-year-old found in a vehicle
they had pursued in the 200
block of Mechem Drive at 2:16
a.m. Dec. 21. Twala S. Frazier,
41, of Ruidoso Downs, was
cited with curfew violation of
her daughter.

Trespassing

Police arrested Brandon
Riley Stuftelbeam, 22, of
Capitan, Dec. 29, in front of
Win Place and Show Bar, 2516
Sudderth Drive, when he
refused to leave the bar. He
was charged with criminal
trespass.

Drug possession

Police cited April M. Lacey,
21, of Ruidoso, for possession of
marijjuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia after a
family member called police to
the residence in the 100 block
of Robin Road about 1 a.m.
‘Dec. 30.

RESTAURANT

& BAR
FOR LEASE

AT PRIME LOCATION
IN RUIDOSO

CONTACT DANNY

(505) 378-4051
937-9647 cell

* Temporary workers
AVAILABLE NOW; 24
hours a day, seven days a
week.

* Clerical, Housekeeping
Food Service,

~ Construction Homeowner
Services

* RISK FREE | Hour
Guarantee, you pay only
for the hours worked
(4 hr. min.)

Call Today!
257-7876

WWW, ruldosolabor.eom
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ENMU -Rmdoso dlrectmr

BY WENDEL SLOAN

ENMU COMMUNICATION SERVICES

Among the 228 students

who graduated Saturday, Dec..

17, from Eastern New Mexico
University was Shannon A.
Miller, daughter of Jim Miller,
director of ENMU-Ruidoso,

Miller handed his daughter

her diploma as she walked
across the stage in Greyhound
Arena on the Portales campus.
Shannon earned an associate’s
degree at Ruidoso, then trans-
ferred to Portales for her bach-
elor’s degree.

Of the graduates, 21 were
from ENMU-Roswell and 21
were from ENMU-Ruidoso.
According to Miller, the grad-
uates from the branch cam-
puses either received their
associate  degrees from
Roswell and Ruidoso and
transferred to Portales to fin-
ish their bachelor’s degrees, or
ecarned bachelor’'s degrees
through Instructional TV
courses on the Roswell and
Ruidoso campuses.

“I think that is showing a
good ‘trend for Eastern,”

EDUCATION

BRIEFS

’hands diploma to daughter

* WENDEL SLOAN/ENMY

Ruidoso’s Jim Miller presents a
diploma to his daughter, Shannon.

Blaine Hess, president of
ENMU’s board of regents, said
of the 18 percent that the
branches contributed to the
228 total.

Dr. John
assistant professor of manage-
ment, began a new tradition of
professors, giving the fall com-
mencement address.

Dr. Humphreys told the
graduates that he envied their
stage of life because their can-
vases do not yet contain too
much paint, giving them the
opportunity and power to
paint their canvases into
whatever they wish.
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Humphreys,

ENMU student a twin
lottery game winner

PORTALES - An Eastern
New Mexico University com-
puter science major has found
two ways to benefit from the

New Mexico Lottery. Joshua

, .«Joweras mot only .receives a

{
E
%

Lottery Success Scholarship for
his undergraduate tuition, but
has been picked to represent
New_Mexico on the nationally-
syndicated lottery television
game show, “Powerball Instant
Millionaire.”

Jowers, 22, has returned to
Portales from a game-show tap-
ing in Las Vegas, Nev., where
host Todd Newton noted that
Jowers attends ENMU with a
scholarship provided by New
Mexico Lottery players.

“Powerball Instant Mil-
lionaire” is produced by the
Multi-State Lottery Asso-
ciation, which operates the
Powerhall lotto game played in
New Mexico and two dozen
other U.S. lotteries.

Thirteen U.S. lotteries par-
ticipate in the “Powerball
Instant Millionaire” game
show. New Mexico contestants
are selected in random draw-
ings from non-winning tickets
submitted as entries of a com-
panion scratcher ticket, “Fame
& Fortune.”

YR MENUS

Jowers explained that the
game show was a “luck”-based
game in which contestants win
by chance. There were contes-
tants from the 13 states that
participate in the Powerball
Lottery.

Jowers' taped program is
scheduled to air on Jan. 11 on
KRQE (CBS) and its sister sta-
tions.

Building under way

LAS CRUCES - New
Mexico State University’s
College of Health and Social
Services broke ground for its
59,620-square-foot building in
December.

Construction for the build-
ing, designed to incorporate the
existing Memorial Tower, near
the northern edge of campus, is
expected to begin this month
and be completed in 2004.

The building will house the
college dean’s office, the
Department of Health Science,
the Department of Nursing
and the School of Social Work.

Funding includes $2 miilion
in university funds, $5 million
in general obligation bond rev-
enues approved by voters in
2000 and about $1.9 million
from the United States Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services.

Carrizozo

Monday, Jan. 6 —
Breakfast: English muffins
with jelly, cold cereal, fruit
juice

Lunch: Spaghetti, dinner
rolls, tossed salad, mixed
fruit

Tuesday, dJan. 7 —
Breakfast: Quesadilias, cold
cereal, fruit juice

Lunch: Beef and macaroni,
dinner rolls, green beans,
chilled fruit

Menus from other area
schools were not available.
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SANDY SUGGITY/SYAFF

Welcoming doors will open soon at the new Perlo:mmg Arts Center at Ruidoso High School, pan of the school’s Fine Arts Center Above are Caron
Snow, school district business manager, and Davvid Malett, project superintendent,

A sleepmg beauty is about to wake up

BY SANDY SUGGITY

RETDOSO NEWS STAFF WRIER

leeping Beauty is about to wake up:
The dream theater at Ruidoso High
School is almdst finished.

Snow storms delayed the final walk-
through at the Ruidoso Schools Performing
Arts Center scheduled for Dec. 22, but that
should happen next week. Administrators
still hope to showcase the new theater with
performances by bands, choirs and drama
groups from all the schools before the end of
January, said Mike Gladden, superinten-
dent of schools,

If the architects do the final punch list
and walk-through next week, theyre
expected to make any final changes and
then turn the theater over to the school dis-
trict in mid-January, Gladden said.

The sound and lighting systems were
tested the week before Christmas, and staff
members were trained in their use, includ-
ing band director Robbie Stephens, mainte-
nance superintendent Danny Sanchez, and
theater production manager Ben White,
said theater project superintendent David
Malett. -

Last year White was hired half-time to
assistant with elementary level band, and
this year he’s full-time with the district,
expanding his role with the band and
becoming production manager of the new
theater, according to Gladden.

A policies and procedures committee,
comprised of White, Gladden, associate
superintendent Paul Wirth and activities
director Ron Wall, is workmg on draft poli-
cies for the school board to review at its Jan.

".’
3\1

" scheduled the win-

These
include a fee
schedule, policies
for student and
school staff use
and procedures for
who else can use
the theater, said
Caron Snow, busi-
ness manager for
the district.

Ruidoso

Community
Concerts had

ter 2003 concerts
at the new school
theater, but at
least the Jan. 23
concert will take
place at the First Christian Church on Hull
Road, where the concerts have been per-
formed previously, Snow said.
“We're not going to schedule a lot of out-
side groups this spring,” she said.
Meanwhile the theater addition to the
Fine Arts Center includes 345 seats with
some removable handicapped seating, a
stage 32 feet deep by 45 feet wide, acousti-
cal curtains to absorb sound, and a portable
audio system that can be rolled into storage
and secured after every performance.
Outside, at the front of the theater, a
patio area and sidewalks connect to exist-
ing sidewalks leading to the parking area,
and cutouts have been left to plant trees or
shrubs in the late winter or next spring.
“Its a pet project we watched grow,”

i4 meetlng

Snow said, surveying the theater.

SANDY SUGGITT/STAFF

North-facing, the theater is near the intersection of Warrior Drive and Gavilan Canyon Road.

Sl!lDY SUGGIITISI’ AFF

Theater seating is provided for up to 345 persons in the audllonum

SANDY SUGGITT/STAFF

Acoustic curtainshelp control the sound
quality for those in the audlence

Study reveals smaller lugh schools achieve blg results in a very large city

WASHINGTON - New, smaller
high schools, created as part of a net-
work of reform, achieve better academ-
ic performance and higher graduation
rates among disadvantaged urban
yoiith, according to a recent seven-
year, longitudinal study in New York
City. The analysis, published by the
American Educational Research
Association in the fall issue of the
American Educational Resedyrch
Journal, also conaiders intentional

Btrategies for improvi ools
instead of relying on chansmahc lead-
ership.

Researchers Linda Darling-

Hammond, Stanford. University; and
Jacqueline Ancess and Susanna
Wichterle Ort, Teachers College,
Columbia University, describe the
Coalition Campus Schools Project, an
effort that replaces troubled high
schools with smaller, more communal
schools. Working with a student body
that included a high proportion of low-
income, low-achieving -and limited
English-proficient youth, the new
schools developed structures such as
smaller pupil loads, advisory groups,
and mterdnscnphnary curriculum to
build strong student-teacher relation-

ships and to support student learning.

Despite initial dlﬂ‘icultles with
school facilities and student motiva-
tion, “the study found that five new
schools that were created to replace a
failing comprehensive high school pro-
duced, as a group, substantially better
attendance, lower incident rates, better
performance on reading and writing
assessments, higher graduation rates,
and higher college-going rates, desplte
serving a more educationally disadvan-
taged population of students.”

‘The new schools, printarily modeled

on the International High School and .-

Deborah Meier's Central Park East

philosephy, emphasize “habits of mind”

that foster commitment to achieve-
ment and to school. The researchers
identify specific characteristics that
contribute to the success of the smaller
high schools:

* Small size resulting in schools where stu-
dents felt safe.

* Structures designed for personalization

and strong relationships, where students (!)ar
ceived their teachers’ commitment to student

suceess,

¢ Care constructed curriculum with
extensive reading and writing requirements
land an explitn‘t gnal to send ali graduates to col-
¢ Teachers’ explicit teaching of academic
skills, an ability to adapt instruction to students’

needs (e.g., how to approach academic tasks,
how to evaluate their own work), and i mcorpora-

<

tion of internship experiences and community
serviee.

¢ School-wide performance assessment gys-
tem, requiring seven or more portfolios for grad-
uation and covering science and social studies, -
literature; art, mathematics, and an internship
experience.

® Creation of flexible supports, such as
before and after-school assistance and peer
tutoring, to ensure student learning.

* Strong teachers, supported by collabora-
tion in planmng and problem-solving; and pro-
fessional development opportunities, often in

partnership with local schools 6f education.
Even though the new schools’
approach demonstrates potential to
help youth achieve acadexmcally edu-
cational philosophies change with time -
and administrations, the researehers |

warned.
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| Corona graduate not
slowing down at NMSU

+« 4 5 4 =

BY JULIE CARTER ,
FOR THE RUIDOSO NEWS o M%Y _
His high school annual names him as

biggest flirt, most likely to succeed, most
optimistic, class favorite, most outgoing
and friendliest. Those traits sum up the
easy-going, easy-smiling Dal Frost.
Lincoln County raises some fine youth to
send out in the world and Frost is no
exception.

Moving to Lincoln County in 1990
from the far west side of the state, the
Frost family took up residence on a ranch
in the sparsely populated portion of the
county at Ramon. The joke was often that
they were the entire town council, fire
department and country club set of
downtown Ramon. In fact, Frost has list-
ed “member of the Ramon Volunteer Fire
Department” in his achievements.

The first years in the county, the Frost
brothers, Rankin and Dal, were home-
schooled. In 1997 they began the daily

é
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PHOTO BY JULIE CARTER

Frost has won many honors for his livestock at the
Lincoin County and state fairs.

odyssey for an education in the Corona
School system, 48 miles away. Proving
that rural living and small schools are no
hindrance to academic excellence, Dal
graduated in May 2002 class valedictori-
an. Among other accolades, he received
the NMSU Alumni Association Honor
Scholar Academic Achievement Award.
He was a class officer, basketball team
captain, honor society vice president, and
active as a member and officer on a local
and state level in FFA.

Frost is currently enrolled at NMSU
and majoring in agriculture commu-
nications, he has completed his first
semester with a 4.0 average. Frost
hopes to find his place in the agricul-
ture industry in public relations or

some aspect of promoting the beef

industry.

Tackling the academics is just
“part, of the job” for this homegrown
New Mexico cowboy. He believes that
whatever a person’s job is, it should
be done with pride and passion. Frost
spent his senior year in high schoo)
serving as the state FFA Vice
President. When he retired from the
position he chose Alan Jackson’s song
“It's Alright to be a Redneck” to epit-
omize his thoughts. Dressed for the
formal event in his work hat, chinks,
tall top boots and spurs, he spoke
about doing what you can where you
are with what you've got, and doing it
well.

With FFA and 4-H being a big
part of his life, Frost progressed
through the years showing several

»

GOU RTESY SHEI.LY FROST

Dal Frost burns a brush plle to clear some pasture land fast month. Frost graduated from Corona
High School in May and started attending New Mexico State Unwersny in fall 2002.

categories of livestock, including sheep,
pigs and cattle. He competed not only at
the county level, but went on to the state
fair to win his divisions. In 2001 he
showed the state Grand Champion
Angus and the reserve grand champion
Hereford steers. In the parade of cham-
pions held in the coliseum, Frost walked
proudly with a winning animal leashed
to each arm. |

Frost’s parents, Duane and Shelly,
now pay closer attention at the fair sales.
During the 2001 State Fair sale, a nice
looking ewe lamb went for a price they
thought a bit high. They were pleased for
the owner though, the daughter of an ag
teacher with whom they were acquaint-
ed. Not long after, they realized the
buyer was none other than their son,
Dal, who was intent on improving his
own herd.

In his years of raising and showing
sheep, Frost’s herd has become a source
of lambs for other youth to show. He and
his brother, Rankin, had begun Frost
Club Lambs, and the fruit of that goal
was showing up in the sale ring. This
past summer, his last year to be able to
show at the county fair because of his
age, Frost showed the heaviest lamb,
which was mutton cross and also ‘won
the champion of the breed.

Ask Frost who was the biggest influ-
ence in his life, and he quickly and sim-
ply answers, “My Mom and Dad. They
helped me get started with the animals,
they shared their knowledge, they
taught me about money limits and
money management.”

The workplace can be a
great place to make some posi-
tive adjustments to your
. lifestyle. |

Eating breakfast can help to
improve attitudes toward work
and increase pro-
ductivity. If you
have trouble con-
centrating  and
energy is low,
breakfast may be
just what you
need.

If you skip
breakfast due to
time being short
in the morning,
here are some
quick one-minute
breakfast ideas:

¢ Cold cereal
with sliced banana

* Muffin and yogurt

* Peanut butter toast with
glass of milk

* Smoothie made with fruit,
yogurt and juice

* Pizza slice and vegetable
juice

Breakfast need not be a
large meal, but enough to pro-
vide some needed fuel in the
morning.

Lunch:

A great time to think about
lunch is when your are plan-
ning the evening meal. Plan to
prepare enough food to use for
lunch the next day.

Snacking:

Many people eat without

BY JULIE CARTER

FOR THE RUIDOSO NEWS

After delaying the competi-
tion three days due to
inclement  weather, the
Christmas Lighting Contest
sponsored by the Carrizozo
Chamber of Commerce has
named the 2002 winners.

In the commercial division,
winners of the traveling plaque
are Steve and Gwen Dunne of
The Sands Motel.

Residential winners are:* 1.
Virginia and Manual Carbajal
at 6th Street and F Avenue; 2.
Joe Ortiz at 1105 Lava Loop; 3.
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:2003 Lincoln County Fair books getting ready to roll

BY JULIE CARTER

- FOR THE RUIDOSO NEWS

> The 2003 Lincoln County Fair plans
- are starting to roll from the presses as the
"new year breaks through on calendars.
This year’s fair runs Aug. 6 through 9.
The 2003 fair book, one of the early pro-

~ jects, will be available in May.
+ The book outlines the rules, regula-
tions and guidelines of all the fair cate-
.- gories for entrants. Fair partlclpants are
FFA 4-H and the general public in open
.,.‘ categones. Fair organizers are hoping to
-> educate and encourage all Lincoln County
- residents regarding the opportunities for
- everyone, not just the youth, to compete at
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the fair.

Selling advertising to help cover print-

ing costs of the fair book allows fair coor-
dinators to make them more available to

more people and not siphon from funds
needed in other fair areas.

The fair board is currently pursuing

donated artwork for the book covers from
Lincoln County artists. This will enhance'
the value of the book and make it a collec-
tor’s item as well as a functional guide.
Approximately 2,000 copies will be print-
ed, giving the advertiser good exposure in
the county.

Ad sizes and prices available vary from

1/8 page for $20 to full-page ads for $75. A
half-page ad sells for $50 and a quarter-

3-CLICKS
AND
YOU'REIN....

PICK IT. PREVIEW IT.
PRICE IT. PURCHASE IT.
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NEW MEXICO -
CARSONLINE@
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page for $30. Buyers have the option of
the ad being either horizontal or vertical.
Camera-ready artwork is appreciated but
if not available, the ad will be created for
a $10 charge. Business cards, ads and art-
work will be kept in the files of the fair
book coordinator unless a return is specif-
ically requested.

Deadline for the ad orders is April 1,
2003. Payment in full must accompany
the ad. Please make checks payable to the
Lincoln County Fair Association (LCFA)
and mail both the ad and payment to Box

217, Carrizozo, NM 88301.

For more information, contact
Kathleen Phillips-Hellman, fair book
coordinator, at 648-2311.

Physicaj activity makes
for a better work day

“being conscious of what and

- A/iuf.i /;w f/u' . /(/(mu'

B8y MarsHA PALMER

LincoLn County -
-EXTENSION AGENT -
HoME EcONOMICS

you to drink plenty throughout

"Zozo names lighting winners

PA'GB TA

how much is goihg into their
mouth. Eating can be a result
of boredom, stress or other
emotional issues. Try to be
aware of this and take steps to
avoid eating if you
are not hungry.
Thirsty:
“Many  people
drink soda as if it’s
water, but each 12
0z. can provide
about 150 empty
calories and around
10 teaspoons of
sugar, keep
hydrated, drink six
to eight glasses of
water daily.
Keeping a glass
of water at your
desk will remind

the day. "

Physical Activity: |

Plan 30 minutes of physical
activity into your workday. The
benefits can be stress reduc-
tion, and reduce risk for dis-
ease such as heart disease and
diabetes. Take the stairs, park
farther away from your build-
ing, use break’ time as an
opportunity to get outside and
walk with co-workers.

Al activity that adds up to
30 minutes in a day can be ben-
eficial to your health. The ben-
efits to improving your fitness
include increased energy and
greater productivity.

Willie Swift at 12th Street and
C Avenue. Honorable mention
went to Margo and Wes
Lindsay on I7th Street, Rose
and Steve Wheeler of Casa de
Rosa on Lava Loop and Judy
and Guy Terry at 206 11th St.

The residential winners
received gift certificates of $75,
$60 and $25 redeemable at
chamber member businesses.

Judges for the event were
John Martin and Ann Rooney,
visitors from Albuquerque.
Impressed with the extent peo-
ple decorated in Carrizozo, they
had a difficult time selecting
only four winners, they said.

On the Web:
www.ruidosonews.com
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Speczahzmg in Acrylics -

(505) 258-2051 or (505) 257-7910 #4
1204 Mechem ¢ Ruidoso, N
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Full Set $35

NM 88345 \
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Nothing is more important.

ELLen SAucas. reattor

mmm (505) 336-7831
Adopt o pal at the Humane Society.

1044 Mechem Dr.
Ruidoso, NM 88345

(505) 258-4574

ellendbili@aol.com
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Lady Warriors sporadlc
at Goddard Tourney

BY T0DD FUQUA 9% “ ]

RUIDOSO NEWS SPORIS EDITOR
ROSWELL — For two days anyway,

the Ruidoso girls looked as though they

had finally figured out their offense.

They had played a hard-fought loss
in the opening round of the Goddard
Holiday Tournament Thursday, then
won convincingly in the consolation
round to earn a shot at fifth place.

But Moriarty proved to be too much,
as the Lady Pintos won 54-35 in the
Saturday game.

Still, Ruidoso coach Greg Marez is
looking at the positives.

“The girls have a better understand-
ing of what it takes to be the winner in
every game,” Marez said. “This gets
them prepared for district.”

The Lady Warriors (3-7) opened the
tournament against Espanola in the
first round, and actually had a 9-0 lead
in the first quarter.

But Espanola began their comeback,
going on a 9-0 run of their own to tie it
with 56 seconds left in the first and
eventually took the lead for good with
4:37 left in the second on a layup by
Jaime Madrid.

“The girls laxed after they got ahead,

and we could never catch up,” Marez

said. “There were a lot of turnovers, and
it really hurt us.”

He's not kidding. The Lady Warriors

had 28 giveaways in the game, com-
pared to just 19 for Espanola.

Still, Ruidoso was able to make it
close at the end, going on a 7-3 run in
the final minutes. In the end, however,

CAlL Usé SPORTS Eenou TODD‘FUQUA- o 257-4001 o TODDF@RUIDOSONEWS.COM
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it just wasn't enough

Clarissa Silva had
17 points to lead the
Lady Warriors, while
Dusti Franklin had 8
points and led the
team in rebounds with
nine. As a team,
Ruidoso outrebounded
the Lady Sundevils 30-
28.

On Saturday, the

Lady Warriors came
back with a 63-41 vic-
tory over West Las
Vegas. -
“We played a much
better game,” Marez
said. “We took better
shots and were a little
upset after losing the
first game. We felt we
should have won it and
came back to play bet-
ter.”

Silva again led the team with 14
points, followed by Christine Brown
with 11. Marez pointed out the play of
Beth Robinson and Samantha Serna,

who led Ruidoso in rebounds.

final game against Moriarty.

“It was 2-2 for the first seven min-
utes of the game, then they (Moriarty)
went on a hellacious run,” Marez said.

“It was turnovers that hurt us.”

The Lady Pintos pressed Ruidoso

hard and were up 26-9 at halftime.

boys e

Turnovers, however, were still a
problem. That became obvious in the

g ||

Marez said the first and last
games of the tournament were
typical of the kind of pressure
his team will face in district
play.

“Those two teams knew how
to control the game, and we
took something from that,”
Marez said. “ They're quality
teams and gave us an idea
what we need to do to win.”

The Lady Warriors get
another chance to win next
Tuesday, when they host
Tularosa in a 7:30 p.m. game.

BY T0DD FUQUA

RUIDOSO NEWS SPORTS EDITOR

and just couldn't hold on in that one.”

Of the 12 quarters the Ruidoso Warriors played at
the St. Johns Tournament in Arizona over the weekend,
coach Billy Page felt his team played 10 very good ones.

Unfortunately for Ruidoso, the two bad quarters
came at the end of two games, games the Warriors lost.

“We blew a 10-point lead to St. Johns and lost that
one,” Page said. “We had another lead against Valley

ngil—sconng Wamors can’t score enough

<COMm

the season.

points also.”

Ruidoso fell to tournament host St. Johns the first
night, 71-63, blew out Rough Rock in the consolation

bracket 101-66, then fell to Valley High, 81-74.
As a team, the Warriors (4-6) averaged 79.3 points in
the three games and are scoring 71.3 points per game on

“It's the highest-scoring team I've ever coached,”
Page said. “However, our defense 1f giving up a lot of

Transition defense is Page’s biggest concern. It's the
style of play they score most of their points on, and the

Sce WARRIORS, page oA

TODD FUQUA/STAFF

Dusti Franklin, left, makes a pass as Espanola's Anna Ortiz guards Thursday in the opening round of the Goddard
Holiday Tournament in Roswell.

TODD FUGUA/STAFF

Ruidosa’s Samantha Serna, right, prepares to drive
against Espanola’s Jamie Madrid Thursday in the first
round of the Goddard Holiday Tournament in Roswell.
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ski Report
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Skl Apaella

Past Weeslk: 32 in,
\'l r al Repoit Time: Snowing
Road at Report Time: Plowed —
chains needed on two-wheel-drive
vehicles
Midway Depth: 51 in. “
Surface Gonditions: Powdeér and
Packed Poweder
Siiing Conditions: Excellent
Trails Open: All 55 trails
Lifts Qpen: All 11 lifts
Snowmaking Past 24 Hours: No
Forecast: Snow
Supgested Runs: Black, Mascalaro
Blue, Meadows; Green, Sierra
Blanca Trail.

1 Prep Results
Thursday, nec 26
Girls Baskethall

Goddard Ha!lday Toumament
Espanola Valley 44, Ruidoso 40

Friday, Dec. 27
Boys Baskethall
St. Johns Holldsy Tournament
. St. Johns 71, Ruidoso 63
, Girls Baskethall
| Goddard Hollday Toumament
Goddard 63, WLV 41

Saturday, Dec. 28
Boys Basketbatl
SV, Johns Hollday Tournament
Ruidoso 101, Rough Rock 66
-~ Valigy 81, Ruidoso 74
Girls Basketball
Goddard Hollday Toumamsni
Moriarty 54, Ruidoso 35

Preps on Tap -

Friday, Jan. 3
Boys Batkethall
Ruidoso at Tularosa, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 4
- Boys Baskethall
| Lake Arthur at Corona, 4 p.m.
| Capitan at Dexter, 6 p.m.
Girls Basketball

Arthur at Corona, 2 p.m.
Capitan at Dexter, 4 p.m.

| Thundav Jan. 7

| Boys Basketball |
Temple Baptist at Corona, 7 p.m.
Ruidoso at Socorro, 7:30 p.m.
Girls Baskethall
Temple Baptist at Corona, 5 p.m.

- Tularosa at Ruidoso, 7:30 p.m.

Wrestling
Ruidoso in Ruidoso Triangular at
RHS, 5 p.m.

. Big Boys (and Girls)
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Saturday, Dec. 28

! NCAA Men'’s Basketball

; New Mexico 69, Partland State 52
NCAA Women's Basketball

New Mexico St. 92, ldaho St. 76

Sunday, Dec. 29
NCAA Men's Basketball
Pepperdine 88, New Mexico 68

* Plenty of hlghllghts, lowlights in 2002

BY T0DD FUQUA

RUIDUSO NEWS SPORTS EDITUR

Before I begin this retrospective,
allow me to explain my intentions.

This isn’t a “Top 10” list of things
that happened in the past year. I
hate those kinds of stories.
Inevitably, I'll leave something out or
(even more dangerous) will intimate
that one event may have been more
important than another.

Also, those kinds of stories are
usually arrived at by a committee, so
if anyone has any complaints, they
have to fire at a whole panel of writ-
ers.

’'m flying solo here, so I'd rather
not face that kind of criticism alone.

So, here’s a simple rundown — in no
particular order — of the good, bad

*

Ruldoso natlve Tristan Gale ra?ﬂ
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and ugly (many apologies to Sergio
Leone) of the year that was 2002:

Gale gets gold

Tristan Gale — who spent her
salad days at White Mountain
Elementary in Ruidoso — made
national headlines when she was
first picked to represent the United
States as a member of the skeleton
team in January, then made interna-
tional headlines by winning gold at
the 2002 Winter Olympics (zames in
Salt Lake City in February.

Her combined time of 1 minute,
45.11 seconds while screaming head
first down the course in Salt Lake
was just 10 hundredths of a second
faster than teammate Lea Ann
Parsley of Granville, Ohio. Alex
Coomber of Great Britain took the
bronze.

Gale
lived in
Ruidoso
until she
was 8,
when her
mother was

by the
United
States
Forest
Service to
Utah. In
previous
interviews,
Gale said
she still
considers

| ROBEAT mmammv mul-:s
3 In the women's skeleton during the

Salt Lake City Winter Olympic Gamas Feb. 17 at the Utah Olympic Park in
‘Park City, Utah.

transferred

Ruidoso her home.

She later returned home in
October when she served as Grand
Marshal for the Aspenfest parade.

Wrestling Warriors

Near the end of February, The
Ruidoso High wrestling team was
able to win the District 4-3A title and
saw seven individuals place at state.
Patrick Hodges had a chance to

‘defend his state title in the heavy-

weight division, but lost to
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boys and girls brackets into one
weekend at the Pit in Albugquerque.

The teams that got the closest
were the Carrizozo and Mescalero
girls teams, which each lost in the
regionals.

The Lady Grizzlies dropped a 68-
28 decision to Des Moines, while the
Lady Chiefs lost 58-36 to Logan.

Rah, rah, rah!

One team- that did make some
noise in March was the Ruidoso High
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