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SA BACK IN AenON
Area prep sports getting ready
for start of spring semester
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88 GOODBYE, MR. HAWKES
. .

Retiring forest ranger kept the
peace during tioles of change
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State finds 26 incidents in recent investigation
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the first habv of :200:1 born at tIll' LlIll'oln
County l\1l'dical ('(·nt(· ... H(· welghl·d III al Ii
pounds, 9 OUlll'('S and WIIS :20 ;)/H Illdws III

len~h,

A pati('nt of /I('ndricks, Aulds saId till'
trip was worth it. Although /Il'lldncki" llIaHl
tains offices JrI J{oSWl'lI and HllIdoslI. sIll'
only dc)ivl'rH at thl' owdical l'l'nll'r in
Ruidoso.

Tlw obstdrics dl'partnll'nt gay! tIll'
mother $1 [jO of new baby goods Thl' at 1t·lId·
ing n'gisten'd nursl', Kal.vn (;ran!. donatI'O
a blankpt and THlrSp .!<·nnlfl'l' BI'cKl'l' madt·
the ~003 bam;l'r.

.COIft

Baby New Year
LCMC wek()fnes first haby of 2003 early NLW Year's I)a~

Wanda Zoe Aulds must ml'an it whl'n Hill'
says her nurR('-midwife Sharon Hendricks IS

"the best."
When the expectant moth('r started feel

ing contractors and went into labor Dec :11,
sh(' drove 75 miles from her home in RoHWl'\I
to Ruidoso U) ensure that FIPndricks would
handle the delivery.

With her 6-year-old son, Avery. in UlW.
~h(' arrin·d in timp.

At 1:fl~ a,m. ,Jan. I. Jaydon Aulds became

kl Jj , N I \, \\, 'I ·\1 I \\ HI II k
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Wanda ZOe Aulds, 31. from RlJ')well, poses With Ilew SOfI Jaydon Ihe IIrsl baby ul !()(J:\ 1)(1111 dt Itlt~ llll('(1II'

Cou'~ly MeolCilI Center In RUidoso Next to her are her 5011. Avery G. and cerliflcd IlUfSP 1111(!Wlft' Sllrll!ill
Hf'rdflck~. who delivered Ihe baby

r----------------------------~ .. - _.- _.-. -~--

the magistrate judge's seat of
Gerald Dean ,Jr., who retired
in Carrizozo. Maddox beat a
LiI)('rtarian Party candidate in
the general election. She split
her time between th(> village
and the rounty courthous(~

until she ulok over the county
post full-time today.

Hy August. long-timp vil
lage manager Alan Brill'}
rpsihTfled UI take a similar post
at-higher pay III Colorado.

Rut things eventually set
tlt·d do\"'o on the board.

Councilors and the mayor
Joined together U) dpvelop cri
teria and narrow th(· field as
Eggleston Helpctf'd th(' n('xt vil
lag(' managpr, forrm>r village
finance offic('r I ,orri McKnight

They uniu'd III thl' wake of
a fin' that swept north of the
village, d('stroying 29 hom('s,
to fac(' the challenge of fin'
halard n·duction USHlg a spp-

\IT RESORT p.lgr l.A

She wrote that an investiga
tion was conducted by the
Department of Public Safety,
Special Investigations Division,
from Jan. 25 through Feb. 9.
Violations included permitting
consumption of alcoholic bever
ages in the parking lot of the
Iicensl'd premises, allowing per
sons to remove open containers
of aleoholic beverages from thl'

s('ssion, th(' mayor was able W
muster only 011(> yoU' for his
artlon, from lIPW Councilor
Hon Ilardelllan

But a f(·w months later, th('
case of a Ili-y('ar-old run-away
thrust th(' polic(' dppartment
11110 thl' npws agam when her
faouly sued thp vdlage based
on h('r claims that sh(' was
rnanhandll·d in a holdlllg cel!
hy a po!iC(' officer.

By the 'tme ne~()t1at"'''h

WNe filllshed with the family's
atlornev, the village's insurer
facpd a half·mllllOn dollar sPl·
tlt'ml'nt /{1'\'Il'W of pro('(·dures
dnd some changes within th(·
department \\'1'1'1' promised
With thl' appointlTll'nt ofa task
forel' hy Eggleston

In .July, Village C!<'rk
Tammll' ;\1addox hpat out
thn'(' other H('puhlicans fi)J'
thl' POSItion of County Clerk .
Short ly aIln, shl' was a ppomt
I'd to the post wllt'n Martha
Proctor reslg-r1('d to sll'p tnto

MetiCalero Apache Tribe waH
notified of the violations by let
ter on Feb. 27. A follow-up letter
was sent Man:h 18 reminding
resort manager Roy Parker that
the division is authorized Ul sus
pend or n'voke a liquor license.
or U) fi ne the licensee up U)
$10,000, "when it is deu'rmined
that a liquor Ii('('ns(~> haH per
mitted hiH Iicemn·d premises to
n'main a puhlic nuisance" attN
writu~n notic(·.

.com

.com
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From strife to smiles in 2002

Officials wlth,Ski Apache an'
working out a sl'ttll'ml'nt with
the New Mexico J{f'gulation and
Licensing ()l'partml'nt of~6 vio
lations dl'u'Cted III an trl Vl'stiga
tion at th(' resort,

Barhara HiVt'rs, Cltatioll
managl'r fill' th(' Akohol and
Gaming DiviSIOn, said till'
resort opl'rau'd hy thI'

A m'w mayor and thn·(· Ill'\\
HUldoso vl1 lag(' cou n('llors
wen' el('cl('d In :200:2 under th('
hannl'r of mon° opl'n gO\'('m
mpnt, commUlllcatlOn aild
coop('rat Ion

Hut thl' pl'an' didn't last
long

Th(' fin,t puhllc fi)rum an('r
being n'llIstall>d hy"Mayllr
I'('on Egglpston dl'll'norau'd
mt{) a vI'rhal assault agwlIst
an Incumfll'lil ('oullcdor By
till' Iwxt mpl'llng, Egglt'stwl
had asspmhl(·d a list of rult·s to
('nsurp dpcorUfll and no fut un'
p('fi"onal all;l<'K~

Thl' 1\('\1 fbi, ' I llpl('d OVl'!'

th(· .lob of POlil't' Chll'f l.anny
Maddox aftl'r tIlt' ma\or \1111

laU'rally dllllOll/llt·d ht, would
.)(, fin'd atll'r IH \l'ars With thl'
dl'\J<lrl TlII'nl \\'11\'11 ,I !lugl'
crowd s!l\lwl,d up till' thl'
,tnllour1ct'd closed [H'rsonrH'1

BY DIANNE smillNCS

Ski Apache to settle
over liquor violations

Over here, over there: Developer delivers 2,100 steaks to troops overseas.! 1'1/1 Ill" \\ LTl' I I'l'JI l'd I ( ) .\

c!( )\\ nhl Iflle' I I'filler rh;lllk" II I ,I
10(:11 nUll ;llld ,( 'f11l' !r1l'nd~

rlymg III lilt/) Afghanlst.an Dec. 7,
thl' (~17 mJlJt~IJY tr;l/J."J!lIJ1 man('uwrl'd
without lights t.o n'd\l('p t he chance of
the slow-mm'llIg H1r<Tafl ht'coming a
target fill' gnHllld fin'.

lnsidl' thl' cabm, SIpV<' JJartm·t!. and
his partn('r, (;·t'!le Strl'('{, wen' illumi
nated hy dim n·d light.

"It was eerie," Hartnett Haid
Tuesday.

The two men, friend Harvey Goff
and food editor Nancy Nichols for "n
Magazine," wer(' headed to a U.S. Air
Force Base, where they were RCheduled
to touch down and then continue a trip
to K-2 Air Force J3ase, a staging area in
Uzbekistan.

Their cargo, five ums of food, includ
ing 2,100 steaks, was destined to treat·
American military from the Marines,
Air Force and Army to a solid meal
from home.

Hartnett., developer of Snowflake
Ridge, a 2oo-acre area above Swiss
Chalet, and Street are partners in more
than 200 restaurants. Based outside of
DallllR, Tex8fl, they were talking to

could barely get thl' nne off thl' hrrollnd
hut someone who knpw her s:lld silt'
W&<.; IH,~ Hartnett ~;l1d

Back at the baHt· on Dec H, Hartof'tt,
Street and Goff grabbed spatulas and
manned the barbecue grills, cooking
100 steaks at a time.

"We were there filr thl' first 1 V2
hours and then the military kitchen
people took over for another four
hours," he said. Other items on the
menu brought from the United States
were Haagen-Dazs ice cream, com,
potatoes and assorted vegetables.

Safely back in the United StalR$,
Hartnett said he came away from th(·
experience with a deep respect and
admiration for the troops.

"They were polite and inteUigent,"
he said. "They exceeded my expecta
tioilS, very high quality. I don't think
any country could beat them." / .-

Hartnett's told his story /during a
visit to Ruidoso with friends Cindy and
Gary Lynch. .

"I went to Texas Tech in the late
1960s and early 1970s and we would
come here as students," Hartnett said.
"Wejust loved the place and vacationed
here every lhance we could get over the
years. I was looking for a house (when
hecont.acU!d the Lynches), but I have a
habit of overdoing things and bought
200 acres. We'll probably do a condo
minium, restaurant and hotel there."

Americans, They showed no hostility
and everyone smiled, It was remark
able."

The group even had time for a little
shopping, which allowed the four to see
the fine craftsmanship of goods avail
able for a fraction ofthe cost of8 similar
item in the United States, he said. The
juxtaJ?OSition with tile reality ofthe war
against terrorism ~ brought home
repeatedly as~e carrying M16
rifles casually by, he said

"One girl looked like she was 12 and

blue-light flashlights. They take a lot of
fire on a daily bllRis."

Col. Jon Miller, from Phoenix, Ariz.,
commands the K-2 base in Uzbekistan,
the final destination and a staging area
for any war activities, Hartnett said.

While there, the group "whined"
enough that they were allowed to go
into the town ofSamarkan despite wor
ries that the civilians might be ir\jured.

Hartnett was strock by the "incredi
ble respect for us" shown by the Uzbeki
people. "They seemed entranced with

COURTESY 0 MAGAZINE

Steve Hartnett, third from left, thanks base commander Col. John Miller for alloWing the
visit. Also picture are Gene Street anIi1 Harvey Gough,

coIr OWTler of a hamburger reSUlUrant
and a Dallas businessman for ;):2 yea.rs.

"Ba.rvp!, was the one who hroached
thl' subJect, say"ng he thought we could
pull it ofC Hartnett said. "We said no
way. But he loves It when Homeone says
that. He likes to overcomf' challenges."

C{)ff knl'w Gen. Tommy Franks,
"We wpnt straight to the general,

and oncl' he l'ndorsed the plan, we let it
drihbll' down Ul the people who actually
helped," Hartnett said.

American AirlineH flew the cargo to
Frankfurt, Germany, for free and then
the military took over, he said.

'They put us and the five ums offood
in a C17 military plane," Hartnett said.

They landed on Dec. 7 after losing 11
hours in changing time zone." while in
th(' air.

'While we were gon~, nights became
our days and days, our nights," he said.
"The land looked like the stark plains of
west Texas and eastern New Mexico,
very flat. You wouldn't see a tree for
miles, but there were the mountains in
the distance."

They l:nded at 2 a.m. in
Afghanistan to the same blackout con
ditions.

"The base still WIlR bustling, but
there were no lights," Hartnett said.
"The vehicles had pinpoint blue lights
and the troops were walking around
with things on their shoes and tiny

.comBY DIANNE STAlliNGS
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Area artist enjoys
looking for the small stuff
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JAN. 2, 19'3,
McCarty back from Korea
. Billy McCarty, who l1.as
seen seven months service in
Korea with the Navy and has
visited several way· points in

,the Pacific in his tour of duty,
was gueElt speaker at the
Rotmy Club last week....

On Dec. 20, the Rotarians
held ladies night in the Navl\io
Lodge, with decorations by
H.H. Shier and Allen LuaIlin,
and music, by "Miss
Personality," Eileen, of the
Navl\io.

JAN.7,}??3
Town talks transit,system

Ruidoso residents mayor
may not be in favor of mass
transit for the community.
Whatever their opinions, grant
money won't be available until
October 1994.

Ruidoso's town meeting on
the subject is scheduled for
JBIL 11 at the Ciyic Events
Center.

JAN.6,l?83

New tax confusing
"Something we've all got to

do is pay taxes and die,"
responded Safeway manager
Carl Franzer Wednesday
when asked about reactions to
the 1 percent addition&.l gross
receipts tax now being collect
ed.

Franzer's comment was
typical of those polled, about
the new tax, in effect since Jan.
1. At 5.2&,percent, the tax now
is the highest collected in New

. Mexico.

jAN.5,197}

HiDe Sun Bowl princess
Cathy Hine, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Hine,
Ruidoso, was named Princess
Royale ofthe 38th annual Sun
Carnival, held in El'Paso Dec.
2 through Jan. I, 1973.

She was named for the
honor from 40 princesses par
ticipating, the first from
Ruidoso and perhaps from
New Mexico.

~~4,l~~ ,
Morrisons at Sun BOwl

Carl Morrison and family,
winners of the Ruidoso
Quarterback Club's annual
trip to the Sun Bowl game in

, El Paso, were treated to a
night's lodging at the Cortez
Hotel of that city....

The lucky member who
wins the trip each year is
determined by the number of
meetings he attends. Members
put their names in a box at
each meeting and at the end of
the year the winner is deter-
mined. '

': :'.looking' ,
,'bacl{'

. ,Odi .. ':I'! •
. ,- i

ing is up, and all of the campgrounds experienced
heavier use over- the last few years, he said.

During his years With the district, group
campgrounds were built at Cedar Creek and three
other campgrounds were reconstructed, including
'Oak Grove, Three Rivers and South Fork, and the
Forest Service helped rebuild the road leading to
Bonito Lake.

"We also produced two videos on the need to
implement watershed management, called 'Fire
and Water' and 'Restoring the Promise,'" Hawkes
said. "The Natural Resource Conservation Service,
New Mexico State University, (rancher) Sid
Goodloe and others l1.elped. (The videos) are used
as ,part of a curriculum now and we receive
requests all the time for copies."

In the last few years especially, Hawkes said,
the local effort seems headed in the right direction.
"I see mote work being done. When you improve
the watershed, you improve water storage capabili
ty and the habitat," he said. "It appears the activi
ty will increase with ntore grantS and sources of
money from the Clean Water Act."

Hawkes' last day is Wednesday, Jan. 3. Then
they will pack up and head for the property they
bought along the Rio Grande near Radium
Springs, about 14 miles north of Las Cruces. They
plan to plant a few acres of alfalfa.

"We're finishing the house and I hope to build a
clubhouse for the grandchildren," he said. "We're
interested in church activities and they have a lot
of need there. We'd like to get involved in that."

Sharon spent 13 years teaching at the Ruidoso
". Christian School and the couple was active in the

Ruidoso Baptist Church.
"I look forward to bein~closer to the grandkids,

but it's hard to move," Hawkes said. "We leave with
a lot of fond memories. We've been here a long time
and people have been so gOOd to us. All of the.Forest
Service employees here and in Alamogordo have
been a lot ofhelp. 1appreciate them and 1feel good
about what we've done." '

DIANNE SJAWNGSISTAFF

Jerry Hawkes is starting to pack up. preparatory to departing Ruidoso after more than adecade
as the ranger in charge of the Smokey Bear District of the Lincoln National Forest.
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Service. He'd also coordi
nate power lines alon~

roads and keep tra:~ of
some oll wid gas exPlo
ration and well dril\ing.

But then hew8&
named a district manag
er for the first time, with
an assignment in Afton,
Wyo., in the Bridger- '
Teton National'Forest.

Four years later, the
same job opened up at
the Smokey Bear
Ranger District and he
applied.

By then the Forest
Service system had
changed. No longer did
people register and wait
until they received a call
one day about being
reassigned. They applied
for specific positions,
and Hawkes said he
liked what he saw in
Lincoln County.

_"We were happy and
just stayed here after
that," he said.

When he first
arrived, Hawkes real
ized there was not much
emphasis locally on watershed management or wild
land/urban interface fire hazard reduction.

"I did a lot ofthat kind ofwork in Utah and saw
the results, how the land was improved," Hawkes
said. "We would build plugs (in gullies) and reseed
the grass, thin the trees and then one or two years
later, there would be some water behind the dams,
grass growing and the wildlife would have moved in
to forage on the plants covering ground that previ
ously was bare.

"So we started watershed and wildlife habitat
rehabilitation here. The pifion junipers were so

• dense, especially, that nothing could grow on the
ground, which cauked erosion. Springs were drying
up."

Since he joined the district, 40,000 acres have
been treated, Hawkes said.

Rehabilitation work after fires also has been pro
ductive, he said.

"Ground cover, which is forage for wildlife, has
returned, and that also protects the soil," he said.
"The habitat improvement is remarkable."

Part of the success belongs to grazing permit
holders with allotments in the forest, he said.

"We have local permittees
who have shown a real inter
est, as have many residents,"
he said. "They've pitched in,
and that's why we've been so
successful. Many permittees
now are cuttinffuel wood and
pulling up trees. The village
does its own projects, as does
the Ruidoso River Association
with fuel reduction work. It's
rewarding to see everyone
working together."

The increase in loeal popu
lation and number of tOurists
means more use of the forest,
Hawkes said. Although deer

DIANNE STAlllNOSISJAFF hunting is down because ofa
The Smokev Bear district'has been Hawkes' responsibility for the past 14 years, decline in numbers, elk hunt-

Ilun~ NEWS srAtl'_~ .. _

Jerry Hawkes is about to retire after 25 years with the U.S.
Forest Service, more than half of them in Lil1coln County
8V DIINtI SIM.lItGS

A
fter 2Dyears with the u.s. Forest Service,
pfwhich 14 yearS have been spent in the
Smokey Bear Ranger District ofthe Lincoln
National Forest, Jerry Hawkes is retiring.

For the past decade, the district avoided maily of
the confrontations that racked other national forest
areaS and pitted grazing allotment holders, enViron
mental groups and the federal government agency
against each other.

Lincoln County officials credit Hawkes' leadership
style and cooperative attitude as the reason.

Ron Hannan, forest planner in the Alamogordo
ofJlce, will take over as acting manager until a per
manent replacement is selected.

Born in Tucson, Ariz., Hawkes attended the
University ofArizona, where he graduated in 1967
with a bachelor ofscience degree in range manage
ment.

"fd always had an interest in wildlife and range
management," he said.

Although his father's job centered on office sup
plies, he spent free hours and weekends outside with
his dad, hunting and fishing.

Hawkes and wife, Sharon, married while in col·
lege and have three children, Jerry m (who now
works at New Mexico State University with the U.S.
Department ofAgriculture extensionservice);
Melissa Ashcroft, who also lives in Las Cruces; and
Troy, who lives in McKinney, Texas.

After graduation, HawkeS joined the Forest
Service and put his name into a registry for assign
ment.

"Ajob came open and they sent a telegram,"
Hawkes said, giving the couple a month to pack up

. and head to Buffalo Gap NatiOlial Grass I4mds in
South Dakota. .

Atoor 18 months, they moved to the Shoshone
National Forest in Meeteetse, Wyo., where they
stayed four years, and - by 1973 - finished having
their children. The next assignment took them to
Sheridan, Wyo., and the Bighorn National Forest.

His young family didn't seem to mind the fre
quent moves until his oldest son was in high school
- vice president of tile junior class in Escalante,
Utah, and on all the sports teams. Hawkes was
working in the Dixon National Forest.

"Then we moved, and it was hard because he
went from being someone everyone knew to not
knowing anyone," Hawkes said.

Until 1984, range management was Hawkes'
focus, although with small staffs, employees often
doubled up on duties. Hawkes handled grazing allot
ments and range improvements, as well as wildlife
projects and working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

We say goodbye to a roller;.coaster year of joy and'sadness
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By the time you read this in the received close to 12: inches of wet snow in Ohio. will get'it replaced. .
paper we will be in the new year of in Borne areas: Francis and Joe Gallegos had a Congratulations to Angie Provine
2003. Where did the past year go? It Church attendance was low, as houseful offamilyover the holidays. and Nancy Knight. Angie has had a
has been a roUer-coaster ride for so everyone Was snowed in. The windpre-' . couple of write-tyJs on her Pioneer
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have passed on, new babies have been three tries. This makes only,~e'Becon~ er, Betty Schultz, as their house guest f~oU$ "fours."
born and new neighbors have moved time they were' unable .to light the during the holiaays We all thoroughly , Nancy Knight wasinstaUed in the
into the area. , faroltos due to the wind., - eqjoyed her. . New Mexico',4-H HaD of Fame. The
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McCarty back from Korea
. Billy McCarty, who l1.as
seen seven months service in
Korea with the Navy and has
visited several way· points in

,the Pacific in his tour of duty,
was gueElt speaker at the
Rotmy Club last week....

On Dec. 20, the Rotarians
held ladies night in the Navl\io
Lodge, with decorations by
H.H. Shier and Allen LuaIlin,
and music, by "Miss
Personality," Eileen, of the
Navl\io.
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Town talks transit,system

Ruidoso residents mayor
may not be in favor of mass
transit for the community.
Whatever their opinions, grant
money won't be available until
October 1994.

Ruidoso's town meeting on
the subject is scheduled for
JBIL 11 at the Ciyic Events
Center.
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New tax confusing
"Something we've all got to

do is pay taxes and die,"
responded Safeway manager
Carl Franzer Wednesday
when asked about reactions to
the 1 percent addition&.l gross
receipts tax now being collect
ed.

Franzer's comment was
typical of those polled, about
the new tax, in effect since Jan.
1. At 5.2&,percent, the tax now
is the highest collected in New

. Mexico.
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HiDe Sun Bowl princess
Cathy Hine, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Hine,
Ruidoso, was named Princess
Royale ofthe 38th annual Sun
Carnival, held in El'Paso Dec.
2 through Jan. I, 1973.

She was named for the
honor from 40 princesses par
ticipating, the first from
Ruidoso and perhaps from
New Mexico.

~~4,l~~ ,
Morrisons at Sun BOwl

Carl Morrison and family,
winners of the Ruidoso
Quarterback Club's annual
trip to the Sun Bowl game in

, El Paso, were treated to a
night's lodging at the Cortez
Hotel of that city....

The lucky member who
wins the trip each year is
determined by the number of
meetings he attends. Members
put their names in a box at
each meeting and at the end of
the year the winner is deter-
mined. '
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ing is up, and all of the campgrounds experienced
heavier use over- the last few years, he said.

During his years With the district, group
campgrounds were built at Cedar Creek and three
other campgrounds were reconstructed, including
'Oak Grove, Three Rivers and South Fork, and the
Forest Service helped rebuild the road leading to
Bonito Lake.

"We also produced two videos on the need to
implement watershed management, called 'Fire
and Water' and 'Restoring the Promise,'" Hawkes
said. "The Natural Resource Conservation Service,
New Mexico State University, (rancher) Sid
Goodloe and others l1.elped. (The videos) are used
as ,part of a curriculum now and we receive
requests all the time for copies."

In the last few years especially, Hawkes said,
the local effort seems headed in the right direction.
"I see mote work being done. When you improve
the watershed, you improve water storage capabili
ty and the habitat," he said. "It appears the activi
ty will increase with ntore grantS and sources of
money from the Clean Water Act."

Hawkes' last day is Wednesday, Jan. 3. Then
they will pack up and head for the property they
bought along the Rio Grande near Radium
Springs, about 14 miles north of Las Cruces. They
plan to plant a few acres of alfalfa.

"We're finishing the house and I hope to build a
clubhouse for the grandchildren," he said. "We're
interested in church activities and they have a lot
of need there. We'd like to get involved in that."

Sharon spent 13 years teaching at the Ruidoso
". Christian School and the couple was active in the

Ruidoso Baptist Church.
"I look forward to bein~closer to the grandkids,

but it's hard to move," Hawkes said. "We leave with
a lot of fond memories. We've been here a long time
and people have been so gOOd to us. All of the.Forest
Service employees here and in Alamogordo have
been a lot ofhelp. 1appreciate them and 1feel good
about what we've done." '

DIANNE SJAWNGSISTAFF

Jerry Hawkes is starting to pack up. preparatory to departing Ruidoso after more than adecade
as the ranger in charge of the Smokey Bear District of the Lincoln National Forest.
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Service. He'd also coordi
nate power lines alon~

roads and keep tra:~ of
some oll wid gas exPlo
ration and well dril\ing.

But then hew8&
named a district manag
er for the first time, with
an assignment in Afton,
Wyo., in the Bridger- '
Teton National'Forest.

Four years later, the
same job opened up at
the Smokey Bear
Ranger District and he
applied.

By then the Forest
Service system had
changed. No longer did
people register and wait
until they received a call
one day about being
reassigned. They applied
for specific positions,
and Hawkes said he
liked what he saw in
Lincoln County.

_"We were happy and
just stayed here after
that," he said.

When he first
arrived, Hawkes real
ized there was not much
emphasis locally on watershed management or wild
land/urban interface fire hazard reduction.

"I did a lot ofthat kind ofwork in Utah and saw
the results, how the land was improved," Hawkes
said. "We would build plugs (in gullies) and reseed
the grass, thin the trees and then one or two years
later, there would be some water behind the dams,
grass growing and the wildlife would have moved in
to forage on the plants covering ground that previ
ously was bare.

"So we started watershed and wildlife habitat
rehabilitation here. The pifion junipers were so

• dense, especially, that nothing could grow on the
ground, which cauked erosion. Springs were drying
up."

Since he joined the district, 40,000 acres have
been treated, Hawkes said.

Rehabilitation work after fires also has been pro
ductive, he said.

"Ground cover, which is forage for wildlife, has
returned, and that also protects the soil," he said.
"The habitat improvement is remarkable."

Part of the success belongs to grazing permit
holders with allotments in the forest, he said.

"We have local permittees
who have shown a real inter
est, as have many residents,"
he said. "They've pitched in,
and that's why we've been so
successful. Many permittees
now are cuttinffuel wood and
pulling up trees. The village
does its own projects, as does
the Ruidoso River Association
with fuel reduction work. It's
rewarding to see everyone
working together."

The increase in loeal popu
lation and number of tOurists
means more use of the forest,
Hawkes said. Although deer

DIANNE STAlllNOSISJAFF hunting is down because ofa
The Smokev Bear district'has been Hawkes' responsibility for the past 14 years, decline in numbers, elk hunt-
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Jerry Hawkes is about to retire after 25 years with the U.S.
Forest Service, more than half of them in Lil1coln County
8V DIINtI SIM.lItGS

A
fter 2Dyears with the u.s. Forest Service,
pfwhich 14 yearS have been spent in the
Smokey Bear Ranger District ofthe Lincoln
National Forest, Jerry Hawkes is retiring.

For the past decade, the district avoided maily of
the confrontations that racked other national forest
areaS and pitted grazing allotment holders, enViron
mental groups and the federal government agency
against each other.

Lincoln County officials credit Hawkes' leadership
style and cooperative attitude as the reason.

Ron Hannan, forest planner in the Alamogordo
ofJlce, will take over as acting manager until a per
manent replacement is selected.

Born in Tucson, Ariz., Hawkes attended the
University ofArizona, where he graduated in 1967
with a bachelor ofscience degree in range manage
ment.

"fd always had an interest in wildlife and range
management," he said.

Although his father's job centered on office sup
plies, he spent free hours and weekends outside with
his dad, hunting and fishing.

Hawkes and wife, Sharon, married while in col·
lege and have three children, Jerry m (who now
works at New Mexico State University with the U.S.
Department ofAgriculture extensionservice);
Melissa Ashcroft, who also lives in Las Cruces; and
Troy, who lives in McKinney, Texas.

After graduation, HawkeS joined the Forest
Service and put his name into a registry for assign
ment.

"Ajob came open and they sent a telegram,"
Hawkes said, giving the couple a month to pack up

. and head to Buffalo Gap NatiOlial Grass I4mds in
South Dakota. .

Atoor 18 months, they moved to the Shoshone
National Forest in Meeteetse, Wyo., where they
stayed four years, and - by 1973 - finished having
their children. The next assignment took them to
Sheridan, Wyo., and the Bighorn National Forest.

His young family didn't seem to mind the fre
quent moves until his oldest son was in high school
- vice president of tile junior class in Escalante,
Utah, and on all the sports teams. Hawkes was
working in the Dixon National Forest.

"Then we moved, and it was hard because he
went from being someone everyone knew to not
knowing anyone," Hawkes said.

Until 1984, range management was Hawkes'
focus, although with small staffs, employees often
doubled up on duties. Hawkes handled grazing allot
ments and range improvements, as well as wildlife
projects and working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
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