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Procedure
allows for
protests

See WATER, pagl' 2 \

The application by the
village of Ruidoso to drill 14
new wells in the 1'u.larosa
Basin must be advertised in
the legal section of a news
paper for three consecutive
weeks, according to a
spokesman for the Offire of
the State Engineer in Las
Crures.

Village Clerk ImlH Nava
Raid she expects the legal
notice to he returned next
week for plarement, start
ing the time clock. A preH."
release also will be iSHulod,
she said.

At the end oftl1£' publica
tion period, people have 10
days to file a protest. If
protests arl' regi..sWred, the
entire application is referred
to the hearings unit of the
offire in Santa Fe. which
will schedule sessions to
review the application,justi
fications and objections. No
further action will proceed
at the district level during
that deliberation.

authorizatllln to dnll la wl'lIl
from thl' ownl'!" of thl' propl'11\'
In thiS caSl', thl' \'illage has no!
It'!i ou I' undl 'rsL llHIi ng fmlll t hi'
mnsulLlllt Illl'y haw' condplll
nation power I think thl'n' wIll
he prou·st.o.; lilt'd hI thl' pl'opll'
who own thl' land .\lost of thl'lll
were infonnl'll 01 tlll' applica
tion!i by this offiCI'

"I t.hink most of them out
thl'f(' have tnl'd drilling high
velocity Wl'lls and filill'<i III thl'
past."

The application propo!i('S
drilling 14 wl'lIs capabll' of
pumping :~,500 aen.> fi:'f:>t of watN
pl'r year. One aen' f()!lt C<juClh's

---------- - - -----

DIANNE STALUNOS/STAFf

Corlna c.... gets ready to dig into adelicious sundae as·part of the
Valentine's Day celebration at the Ruidoso Care Center on Resort Drive.
She moved to lincoln County from Los Angeles, Calif. to be near family
after "retiring from my marriage," she said.' .
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'Zozo officials don't like approach

to Carrizozo

looking- f(lr IWW soun.'l.'S of
wau'r Ul ml'!'t local demands,
officials with the villagl' of
Ruidoso want to divert more
than I hillion gallons of water
pl'r yl'ar fl'llm Ill'W wells north
and l'ast of Camzozo in thl'
Tulamsa Basin,

"If we gl't it. we'll run a
pip('hne:' Ruidoso Mayor l.('on
Egg-lesuHl said Wednesday. ~Wl'
haw an l'aHl'ml'nt along the
Boniu) piJX'line all thl' way to
Ruidoso. I've t.alkl'(l U) the high
way depmtml'llt and th('y will
giw U!i an ('aHl'ml'nt."

But the mayor of ('arrizozo
said his u}wn will pl'llu.'!it thl'
pmposal that wa!i IiiI'd .Jan. Hi
with th(' Oflice of (1)(' SUIU
Enf.,rin('('r.

"I fl't,1 hl'fill'l' Ihl'y applied,
tlwy should have utlkl'd tH our
mum;1 and do it III a mort'
r"''l~'h~.lrh· \l~;, /" -.l,.l\ ..1 \1:1.,"or

Manny H('mandl'z "J ltd tlwy
went lx-hind our buck!i..Just Iikl'
t.hl'y tnI'd Ul ulk!' our jail. now
thl'y'n' trying U) ulkl' our wau-r.
I'm sun' wl'll pmu,st."

Hemandl'z said he plans UI
call a spl'(;al m('(,ting of his l'llUn
1;1 ~) t.ake action and hi' is con
sulting with th(· town's atulml'y.

"Wall'r l!i preciou!i."
HI'mandl'z said. "WI' haw a suf~

fk;ent amount now. but wI'don't
want U) Hl,(' it l'<lrril'd somewhl'n'
e1Hl·."

RUIdoso Councilor L. Ray
Nunl!'! said Ruidoso is not try
ing Ul "stea]" watN, but the
council IS try'ing to idl'ntify
potential nl'W soun.'l'!i thl'llugh
out the county.

Howl'vpr: Calvin Chavez,
District 4 !iupen;sor for the
State Enginlw's Office in Las
Cruces, said the village consul
tant took the position that the
village could USI' iL'> power of
condemnation U) ulkl' tl1l' land
for the 14 proposed wl'lI!i.

'That ha..'> to he investigated,"
hl' said Thursday. ~Usually, WI'
require an applicant to submit

~ RELATED STORY,
PAGE 2A
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Village wants
water close

traveling through the area if
they live in Lincoln County is
committing fraud on unknowing
driveT'H who pass by and drop
money in the hat, he said.
Making $20 to $50 a day isn't a
bad take, he said.

He related a personal experi
ence with his sons in
Albuquerqt18 nearly 10 years
ago.

"My son Joshua, who is 19
and in the Navy today, was 10
and we were on a get-away
weekend," he said. Each boy was
given $30 to spend because they
completed their chores before
the trip.

"They each had spent a little
when we were approached by ~

woman who asked for money.
She got t.o Joshua and before I
could stop him, he gave her the
$12 t.o $15 he had left. He was
genuinely concerned.

"The killer was the next
morning, we were driving down
the road and Joshua looked out
the window,"

The young boy told his father
the woman at the wheel of a
Cadillac next to them was the I

See 8EC., page 7A

unfounded accu!iatory state
ment i:- mad(· ...

T"n'>lIr~ II,,,' (;\hso!\ ,,,
propprly pn.'pan.'d "ano 1with I

mut ual dedication toward thl'
same goal of a consullltly
Improving, aflc)rdable heathcan'
dehwry systl'm," Miu:hPlI a!iked
that:

• Onl.\' agenoa iU'm!i hi' dis
cussed and adhen'nl'l' to thiN'
iu'm!i he l'llfon'l'd.

• Both comml!isilllH'r!i and
hoard mem}wrs have IIIput III

setting thl' agenda.
• (;ihson. as repn.'sentative of

the L('.\l(' hoard. hl'tJ1.'(lu'<i pro
fessionally by commissioners.

Mitchell. a local attorney.
inviu'd Wilson to atwnd thl'
next hospital board meeting at 6
p.m., Feh. 24 at LC~l(, on
Sudderth Drive.

Vigorous debate strengthen!i
outcomes by presenting all view
poinL<>, Mitchell wrote.

"However, vigorous debaw
does not stand for personal

St:t: LCMC, p;lgl' -"

seem to be a problem and police
officers routinely use a law
against solicitation to keep beg
gaT'H off their street.'!.

Village Clerk Inna Nava
cited the village law that bans
itinerant vendors or solicitors
from using public property for
the purpose of soliciting money
or for the sale of goods on
street.'l, sidewalks, parks and
village-owned public property,

Bryant sees it differently.
"There's a significant consti

tutional problem that sterns
from the vagrant laws that were
pervasive' in the South in the
1950s and 1960s and were
thought to promote mcial dis
crimination," he said.

"The Supreme Court strock
down that kind of statute, say
ing it's not a crime to be broke
and you can't restrict a person's
First Amendment Rights to free
speech and to 88Bemble peaoo
ably," Bryant said. "That doesn't
apply across the board and end
our ability t.o address the issue,
but it does put a serious crimp in
our options."

Displaying signs that 8 per
son needs gas money and is

llICatl(1fl hdwl'('n th(' two ('nti
t II'S. 'I'll!' l'llunty owns thl' :~H-})pd
ho"pital ;md p,., "hyll'li.::n
H('althCan' S!'IYices manage!i
thp facihty The community
hoard answers to PresbyU'rian,
hut last yl'ar won several poinL'i
of ind('\X'ndence from the not
!clr-profit t'lJrporation baHl,d in
AIIII14lJl'r4Ul'

To improw l'llmmunicatiollS,
(;Ibson sUlI1NI ap\X'aring each·
month to n'po!i to l'llmmission
I'rs and hring ft'('<iback Ul the
hospital hoard . .\1itehell wrote.
'1'111' dfo!1 wllrkl'd and n.'sulu'<i
III some ImprO\I'OlI'IlL'i, such a"
tllI' handling of capital iu'ms
purrha,'ied wlth a spl>C1al pro\X'r
t\' UIX !l.\,y ded]('atd to the hos
pItal and thp county's public
hpalth climes, he WTOU·.

But what star1.NI as "civil.
but penetrating appropriate
4Ue!itions, has become argu
mentative and accusatory."
Mitchell contendl'<i. "Often, Mr.
Gibson can not even finish a
rpsponse before another

.COIII

.com

H111'''''\I'\\'''·IIIIIRI11R

~' :' _ N I ,1"\'" \1 I,l~; II ~

'Ill!' chamnall of I he I.In(1)ln
('ounl' .\1 PO lCal ('I'llter W<lllL'i
hl!i hoard to haw IIlput III sd
ling thl' (·ollnl.\' ('ommissillfl
agl'nda whpll diSCUSSions lill.'uS
on thl' l'lIUllt.\'-{I\\'I1l'O hospit~t11ll

RllIOoso
ChalllTlan (;ary .\1ltchl'1I

complallll'd In thl' ldter to
CommISSIOn ChaIrman Rl'x
WIlson Ill' "t he ol'tpnllra t Iflg
tone" of 4upstl()mng when hospl'
tal admimstrator .James (;Ibson
appears at the mpl'tIngs III
Camzozo

Hp noted III thl' Fl'b, 10 leW'r
that four ypars ago, commis!i](m
ers and members of the hospital
board of tru!iU,(>!i recognized the
importann' of Improveo commu·

A new type of mobile busi
ness sprang up this pa..'!t year in
Ruidoso Downs - panhandleT'H.
They show up a couple days a
week on the corner of V.S. 70
and the entrance to Wal-Mart.

Sometimes the cardboard
and pen signs they carry state
that the person needs gas
money or is moving through
town. Occasionally, the signs
indicate they'll work for money.
But most frequently, the mes
sage equates to outright begging
for cash.

Assistant Police Chief David
Hightower said while Eddie
Lenna wa..'l polire chief, he sug
gested the town council consider
an ordinance banning panhan
dling, because at least one group
doing the begging is a local fam
ily with a home in Ruidoso
Downs.

Town attorney Dan Bryant
said he's working on a solution,
but it won't be easy because of
V.S. Supreme Court mlings.
However, in neighboring
Ruidoso, the situation doesn't

LCMC wants say in agenda

FLOWER POWER
~ ..

PHOTO BY JULIE CARTER

Edle Porter nrepare<, ri uouquel 01 roses at Corona Sctwols lor Valentines Day Porler launder of the nlfle
veri! old IllHdl p!oqr,lITi ordered 900 rOSf:S Ir: r,f~ven dlllereTit colors for the tlOllday TtIIS year students sold
$4 (J(J(J worttr ollloWf:rs which will qo to sctwol orqaril/dtiorls Full slory paqe 8A

Downs considers panhandling law
BY DIANNE SJAWNCS

• Ikccl11 C\lUlll\'

C( ll1 1111 1:-':-'1( 111 Il1l'l'l iIlg:-.

havt' pcrturhcd till'
h()Spllal s \ hairlllall

BY DIANNE STAWNCS
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Fm.18,1993

County attorney replaced
After two closed meetings,

the county commission ...
emerged Wednesday to hire a
new law firm.

Replacing J. Robert
Beauvais as county attorney
will be the firm of Parsons,
Bryant and Morel. The newest
member of the firm, Alan

, Morel, 32, will be the lead
attorney for the commission.
, ,

Ned CanttlJeO

Fm.13,1963

New food mart opens
J. C. McDonald's all new

Hollywood Food Mart opened
for business the first of this
week in the Wimberlybuilding
beside the Hollywood post
office and the bus center.

All ... new fixtures, all new
merchandise and a store with
as much floor space almost as
his original Ruidoso Food Mart
in the post office shopping area
of Ruidoso can be found in the
new retail establishment.

BVVICLAMB _
Jack Hull said when he

built hiS home 'out on Hull's
High Acres, he wondered if
he'd ever get water, ifhe'd ever
get lights, ifhe'd ~verget grav
el roads, if he'd ever get a tele
phone, and ifhe'd get radio.

Well, he said he finally got
all of those, and then he won
dered ifhe'd ever get television
- and he got that. We visited
in his home the other night
and can· report we saw televi
sion in Ruidoso, something
many of us doubted could hap
pen because we're hemmed in
by mountains.

looking
baCK·
LINCOLN COUN1Y SCRAPBOOK

!m.13,1953
112 wit & 112 wisdom

Fm.17,1983

Care Center changes
Beverly Enterprises has

named its third administrator
at Ruidoso Care Center since
taking over the nursing home
Nov. 1, but more staff stability
is anticipated for the future.

Fm.16,1973

Biggest pot find
Approximately one-half ton

of marijuana, Wiftl a street
value of more than $300,000,
has been taken into custody by
the Lincoln' County Sheriff's
Office in Carrizozo.

The pot, in 19 plastic bags,
was noticed at the end of the
runway at the Carrizozo
Municipal Airport on Monday
by a local rancher...

Sheriff Leandro Vega Jr.
said the ... marijuana, with a
,wholesale value of approxi
mately $175,000, is the largest
find ofthe intoxicant weed ever .
made in the county.

COURTESY CARLSBAD CURRENT-ARGUS

Ned Cantwell, center, with Current-Argus staffer Deanie Bartlett and present publisher
Sammy Lopez (who adecade ago was publisher of the Ruidoso News).

hour ordeal that began with
a lonely elevator ride at i

about 5:30 p.m. that day 
armed with nothing more
than a recorder, a notepad'
and his wits. .

But his story in the next! '
day's Current-Argus" tells
another tale.

"Park personnel· were ~,;,

controlling the elevator's ~,. '
movements," Cantwell
wrote. "It is a good' thing. I
was eyeing the control but
tons. Had I been able to
reverse its direction, I might
have." too,m he said, the normal humor tinged With a slight

He tried desperately to pull a story out of the ram- hint ofhurt feelings.
bling comments that followed - something about the Cantwell stayed with the Current-Argus as pub
general chaos ofsociety, the fuel shortage, OPEC and lisher until 1993. In 1991, he and Buckner executive
the plight ofthe American Iridian. He asked to see the D~vid Martens had bought the paper and operated it
hostage, and a woman he described as "e~mely together until they sold it two years later to World
calm considering her plight" was brought before him 'Newspapers ofOmaha, Neb. '
briefly. '"1just enjoyed the pace of it," he said of his more

The men kept saying they knew they would die in active newspaper years~ "It was something new every
the standoff. At some point, they made Cantwell day and the people were either complimenting you or
promise to go upstairs and "tell people we want to walk criticizing you," he said laughing.
out of here, we don't want to be carried out in body "I was very opinionated," he said, adding he edito-
bags." rialized strongly on issues about which he had strong

"I start to get a handle on the gunmen and what opinions. "And a different segment of town would be
brought them together," Cantwell wrote, "It is an mad at me at different times." .
incredible story. They represent no particular organi- He said he believes having a strong opinion was a
zation, their takeover of the Caverns was almost a good thing as a publisher, but that no publisher
spontaneous act." • should "slip into the mindset that they are infallible."

Two of the men had met only the night before. '"I was wrong,m he said, "are three words useful in
Another joined the group the previous morning, and any newspaperman's vocabulary."
the fourth had only met the ringleader within the last During that time, Cantwell said he worked hard -
few weeks. not to fit into any kind of clique, keeping everyone

"Their cause?" Cantwell wrote. "It is one of person- guessing as tp his affiliations on any issue.
al frustration with life." "I don't think you could have labeled me. I can't

At some point, the men offered to trade him back to label me now," he said. laughing. "I don't know what
the surface for a bottle ofwhiskey. ' I'm going to do."

Cantwell besins to negotiate, asking th~m to When he sold the paper, Cantwell tried to leave the
release him to write his story and let him take Phillips profession behind.
with him. "I quit writing the column when I left Carlsbad,

"It is the indecision that is making me nervous," he and I just couldn't stand it. Not writing a column
wrote. "The gunmen sense some kind of end is near, requires one to mind one's own business, and I ain't
but they have no plan." got it in me," he said laughing.

Shortly before 7 p.m., the heated debate began, and '
the decision was made to release both Cantwell and Things seem to have come full-circle. Cantwell
Phillips. They headed for the elevator, but one man now keeps his hand in journalism with a weekly syn
grabbed Cantwell's arm - bumming his lighter. dicated column from 'his Ruidoso home that again

''We wait for the elevator," he wrote, "being sent runs in his once beloved Current-Argus, the Ruidoso
from controls above, to welcome us to its sanctuary. News and a number ofother papers, and he serves as
We try not to let our fear show, waiting, halfexpecting a consultant to the Buckner News Alliance that made
for the gunmen to suffer one oftheir frequent changes it all happen in the first place.
of mind and come back and get us. After about a mil- ,As such, he oversees three papers in West Texas:
lion years, the door finally slides open. We are inside. the Monahans News, Pecos Enterprise and Alpine
The door closes, it opens again. Two false starts later, Observer. He founded the Alpine weekly in 1999 with
we are on our way to safety." the help of its first publisher, Ralph Damiani.

Soon after, the four men down below negotiated "I think it's important work that we do," he said of
their own release, and were arrested to face misde- his journalistic passion.
meanor charges of false imprisonment. Cantwell remained active in the New Mexico Press

Cantwell said then that he wasn't sure why he Association, serving in several offices and joining fel
agreed to the FBI request to go down into the cave low Hall-of-Famer Ken Green in spearheading pur
with the hostage-takers - and he still isn't. chase of the clipping bureau in the 1980s, which he

"Why did I go down? fm ~ot sure why. We had an said gave the struggling press association a firm
over-the-phone-type understanding, and I just had financial foundation. He said he has also been a
total confidence I could go down there and come back strong supporter of the NMPA annual Summer
up," he said. Journalism Workshop, donating his time for many of

But reading the tale, it sounds harrowing, and per- its 22 years.
haps worthy of the accolades it brought to the author. "I1l always be involved somehow," he said of the
Cantwell won a writing award for his first-person business.
account, as well as numerous community service "And, you know, the m~st rewarding part to me, no
awards and recognition for public service from the doubt, is seeing a lot of people that are all over the
Department of the Interior. country now that started at the Current-Argus and are

S now making a contribution all over," he said.
tiU, Cantwell is quick to point out how the read- "It's the fascinating folks that come through the

jng public put the situation into a whole other per- doors at the n~wspaper," he said of cub reporters who
spective. • get their first break at a paper the size of the Current-

"I was down there with those guys and I brought Argus, adding "The best part of it has been the people
the hostage up, and they surrendered, and, you know, I've done it with."
I thought I did something pretty good, but the word all
over the street the next,day was 'You spend two hours Teri Burns is a staff reporter for the Carlsbad
in a cave with Ned Cantwell and you'd surrender, Current-Argus, a sister paper ofthe Rf!.idoso News.

, ,

FOR HIE Rl 'lIXlSO NI~

• The Ruidosoan who writes Wednesday's
"Looking Askance" column for -the Ruidoso
News has had a few adventures over the years

,-one of them deep in Carlsbad Caverns.

BY 101 BURNS

H
e was headed for the priesthood when he
met the love of his life and stumbled into a

. profession he now says he could never
leave.

And on Nov. 2, 2002, that profession honored for
mer Carlsbad Current-Argus publisher Ned Cantwell
in return by naming him to the New Mexico Press
Association Hall of Fame. He now lives in Ruidoso.

"I think that says that my peers have determined
that I have been around a long time and that my con
tribution has been a pOsitive one," Cantwell said,
adding the honor is nothing less and nothing more
than that.
~d he's quick to sidestep any ego in the situation,

"You know, you don't have to hit a lot of home runs to
get this, you just have to come to bat a lot and not be
a flake," he said laughing. "I'm very flattered, obvi
ously."

Cantwell came to Carlsbad in 1971 to serve as
Current-Argus publisher, but his love affair with
journalism was already well-established - however
round-about his journey into it.

He spent two years at a Catholic seminary in
Columbus, Ohio, studying for the priesthood before
he met Roberta. Both grew up in Redlands, Calif.,
and were married there in 1959.

And somewhere along the way his focus changed.
"I was working at the post office and was a happy

guy. Then I got engaged, and realized I needed to do
something," Cantwell joked. "I realized I was not
smart enough to be a rocket scientist, and by process
of elimination, I chose journalism because I always
liked writing in high school and college."

Not newspaper writing, Cantwell said, giving
credit instead to a ninth- and 10th-grade teacher
who demanded a 500-word essay on her desk each
Friday.

"At 13, you've got nothing to write about," he said,
the ever-present hint of humor in his voice, "so you
make it up. I got pretty good at it, and that's where
I found out I was pretty good at writing."

Cantwell said he got his journalism start at the
Fontana Herald News in Fontana, Calif., where he
was a reporter for a couple ofyears.

"Then I decided that to get ahead in this business,
I better learn about the business side, so I switched to
advertising, and that worked. That was working for
me, so they placed me in charge of the Banning
Record Gazette," he said, adding both southern
California newspapers were owned by Buckner News
Alliance. '

That was 1969, and two years later, Buckner gave
Cantwell the chance to come to Carlsbad, where all
four children were born: Cathy Roberson, who teaches
at a Carlsbad school; Mike Cantwell of Bakersfield,
Calif.; Julie Snider ofPhoenix, Ariz.; and Sheri Fava of
Ringgold, Ga.

Eight years later, on a hot July day, Cantwell faced
perhaps the greatest challenge - and most exciting
event - of his career.

It was 3:20 p.m. on a Tuesday, when four men - two
of them American Indians - with a small arms cache
and half a bottle of whiskey took over the Carlsbad
Caverns National Park lunchroom and unsuspecting
24-year-old park employee Linda Phillips.

At one point, they wanted $1 million and a plane to
Brazil. At another, they would have traded negotiators
for another bottle of booze.

But the one constant was the demand to see a mem
ber of the media.

"I had been talking with them on the phone, and
they wanted their story to be told," Cantwell said,
adding he tried to convince them to relay that story via
telephone, but to no avail.

"I was so convinced when I went down there that I
was coming back up," he said remembering the two-

Unsettleq weather and unbeatable imported patriotism

UNCOLN
TRAILS '

ROSAUE DUNLAP

, Hasn't the weather been
unsettled! We have had spring
weather turn to cold weather
overnight. Some areas have had
snow and rain. We have had
high winds with damage to
buildings and other property.

We certainly need the mois
ture. There have been several
fires in the county already. We
need to be careful with ashes,
cigarettes, ma~hes, controlled
burns and the type of work we
are doing.

We keep seeing improve
melJtB to property in the Bonito

Valley. The horse operation
east of Hattie's bridge has bar
rel racing barrels up, more fenc
ing, calves and other improve
ments.
, The Boise yard is looking
nice with their lawn and newly
planted trees.

It seeins strange to look out
my window and see the adobe
wall down at the Museum.

In oW' travels we get tAl par
.ticipate in different activities.
During Christmas we decided to
stop at Pete's Deluxe Cafe in
Carlsbad. We were greeted as

we exited our van arid asked to
el\ioy the free turkey meal in
the cafe. We visited with the
owner, Pete Panagopoulos, who
started this yearly tradition in
December1954.

That was the year of the
strike at the mines and the
families were having a tough
time. He started with the idea '
to have the dinner just for the

. miners' families, and someone
suggested that he invite every
one. From a beginning of 400
patrons it has grown to more
than 1,800 who take part in the
delicious dinner.

It takes many volunteers,
cooperation from the business
people and community to make
this such a success.

The volunteers are on the job
at 5 in the morning to start the
cooking and setting up a sched
ule. Two of them were Capt.
James B. -Williams of the
Carlsbad Police, and Liz Lopez,
who has been a volunteer for 14
years. Any "looney donated goes
toward a fund for college schol
arships and toys for the children
at Cln1stmas time.

Pete is an immigrant frOm
Greece who survived World War

II. His favorite story is the suc
cess of the Marshall Plan. If it
hadn't been for aid from the
United States after the war they
would have starved.

He ends the story with the
people in their morning prayers
thanking the King and
President of Greece, and "Uncle
Harry." He is a devoted citizen
ofthe USA and does so much for
his community and his adopted,
country.

A wonderful storyofwhat one
man can acoomplish and be an
inspiration to others.
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Fm.18,1993

County attorney replaced
After two closed meetings,

the county commission ...
emerged Wednesday to hire a
new law firm.

Replacing J. Robert
Beauvais as county attorney
will be the firm of Parsons,
Bryant and Morel. The newest
member of the firm, Alan

, Morel, 32, will be the lead
attorney for the commission.
, ,

Ned CanttlJeO

Fm.13,1963

New food mart opens
J. C. McDonald's all new

Hollywood Food Mart opened
for business the first of this
week in the Wimberlybuilding
beside the Hollywood post
office and the bus center.

All ... new fixtures, all new
merchandise and a store with
as much floor space almost as
his original Ruidoso Food Mart
in the post office shopping area
of Ruidoso can be found in the
new retail establishment.

BVVICLAMB _
Jack Hull said when he

built hiS home 'out on Hull's
High Acres, he wondered if
he'd ever get water, ifhe'd ever
get lights, ifhe'd ~verget grav
el roads, if he'd ever get a tele
phone, and ifhe'd get radio.

Well, he said he finally got
all of those, and then he won
dered ifhe'd ever get television
- and he got that. We visited
in his home the other night
and can· report we saw televi
sion in Ruidoso, something
many of us doubted could hap
pen because we're hemmed in
by mountains.

looking
baCK·
LINCOLN COUN1Y SCRAPBOOK

!m.13,1953
112 wit & 112 wisdom

Fm.17,1983

Care Center changes
Beverly Enterprises has

named its third administrator
at Ruidoso Care Center since
taking over the nursing home
Nov. 1, but more staff stability
is anticipated for the future.

Fm.16,1973

Biggest pot find
Approximately one-half ton

of marijuana, Wiftl a street
value of more than $300,000,
has been taken into custody by
the Lincoln' County Sheriff's
Office in Carrizozo.

The pot, in 19 plastic bags,
was noticed at the end of the
runway at the Carrizozo
Municipal Airport on Monday
by a local rancher...

Sheriff Leandro Vega Jr.
said the ... marijuana, with a
,wholesale value of approxi
mately $175,000, is the largest
find ofthe intoxicant weed ever .
made in the county.

COURTESY CARLSBAD CURRENT-ARGUS

Ned Cantwell, center, with Current-Argus staffer Deanie Bartlett and present publisher
Sammy Lopez (who adecade ago was publisher of the Ruidoso News).

hour ordeal that began with
a lonely elevator ride at i

about 5:30 p.m. that day 
armed with nothing more
than a recorder, a notepad'
and his wits. .

But his story in the next! '
day's Current-Argus" tells
another tale.

"Park personnel· were ~,;,

controlling the elevator's ~,. '
movements," Cantwell
wrote. "It is a good' thing. I
was eyeing the control but
tons. Had I been able to
reverse its direction, I might
have." too,m he said, the normal humor tinged With a slight

He tried desperately to pull a story out of the ram- hint ofhurt feelings.
bling comments that followed - something about the Cantwell stayed with the Current-Argus as pub
general chaos ofsociety, the fuel shortage, OPEC and lisher until 1993. In 1991, he and Buckner executive
the plight ofthe American Iridian. He asked to see the D~vid Martens had bought the paper and operated it
hostage, and a woman he described as "e~mely together until they sold it two years later to World
calm considering her plight" was brought before him 'Newspapers ofOmaha, Neb. '
briefly. '"1just enjoyed the pace of it," he said of his more

The men kept saying they knew they would die in active newspaper years~ "It was something new every
the standoff. At some point, they made Cantwell day and the people were either complimenting you or
promise to go upstairs and "tell people we want to walk criticizing you," he said laughing.
out of here, we don't want to be carried out in body "I was very opinionated," he said, adding he edito-
bags." rialized strongly on issues about which he had strong

"I start to get a handle on the gunmen and what opinions. "And a different segment of town would be
brought them together," Cantwell wrote, "It is an mad at me at different times." .
incredible story. They represent no particular organi- He said he believes having a strong opinion was a
zation, their takeover of the Caverns was almost a good thing as a publisher, but that no publisher
spontaneous act." • should "slip into the mindset that they are infallible."

Two of the men had met only the night before. '"I was wrong,m he said, "are three words useful in
Another joined the group the previous morning, and any newspaperman's vocabulary."
the fourth had only met the ringleader within the last During that time, Cantwell said he worked hard -
few weeks. not to fit into any kind of clique, keeping everyone

"Their cause?" Cantwell wrote. "It is one of person- guessing as tp his affiliations on any issue.
al frustration with life." "I don't think you could have labeled me. I can't

At some point, the men offered to trade him back to label me now," he said. laughing. "I don't know what
the surface for a bottle ofwhiskey. ' I'm going to do."

Cantwell besins to negotiate, asking th~m to When he sold the paper, Cantwell tried to leave the
release him to write his story and let him take Phillips profession behind.
with him. "I quit writing the column when I left Carlsbad,

"It is the indecision that is making me nervous," he and I just couldn't stand it. Not writing a column
wrote. "The gunmen sense some kind of end is near, requires one to mind one's own business, and I ain't
but they have no plan." got it in me," he said laughing.

Shortly before 7 p.m., the heated debate began, and '
the decision was made to release both Cantwell and Things seem to have come full-circle. Cantwell
Phillips. They headed for the elevator, but one man now keeps his hand in journalism with a weekly syn
grabbed Cantwell's arm - bumming his lighter. dicated column from 'his Ruidoso home that again

''We wait for the elevator," he wrote, "being sent runs in his once beloved Current-Argus, the Ruidoso
from controls above, to welcome us to its sanctuary. News and a number ofother papers, and he serves as
We try not to let our fear show, waiting, halfexpecting a consultant to the Buckner News Alliance that made
for the gunmen to suffer one oftheir frequent changes it all happen in the first place.
of mind and come back and get us. After about a mil- ,As such, he oversees three papers in West Texas:
lion years, the door finally slides open. We are inside. the Monahans News, Pecos Enterprise and Alpine
The door closes, it opens again. Two false starts later, Observer. He founded the Alpine weekly in 1999 with
we are on our way to safety." the help of its first publisher, Ralph Damiani.

Soon after, the four men down below negotiated "I think it's important work that we do," he said of
their own release, and were arrested to face misde- his journalistic passion.
meanor charges of false imprisonment. Cantwell remained active in the New Mexico Press

Cantwell said then that he wasn't sure why he Association, serving in several offices and joining fel
agreed to the FBI request to go down into the cave low Hall-of-Famer Ken Green in spearheading pur
with the hostage-takers - and he still isn't. chase of the clipping bureau in the 1980s, which he

"Why did I go down? fm ~ot sure why. We had an said gave the struggling press association a firm
over-the-phone-type understanding, and I just had financial foundation. He said he has also been a
total confidence I could go down there and come back strong supporter of the NMPA annual Summer
up," he said. Journalism Workshop, donating his time for many of

But reading the tale, it sounds harrowing, and per- its 22 years.
haps worthy of the accolades it brought to the author. "I1l always be involved somehow," he said of the
Cantwell won a writing award for his first-person business.
account, as well as numerous community service "And, you know, the m~st rewarding part to me, no
awards and recognition for public service from the doubt, is seeing a lot of people that are all over the
Department of the Interior. country now that started at the Current-Argus and are

S now making a contribution all over," he said.
tiU, Cantwell is quick to point out how the read- "It's the fascinating folks that come through the

jng public put the situation into a whole other per- doors at the n~wspaper," he said of cub reporters who
spective. • get their first break at a paper the size of the Current-

"I was down there with those guys and I brought Argus, adding "The best part of it has been the people
the hostage up, and they surrendered, and, you know, I've done it with."
I thought I did something pretty good, but the word all
over the street the next,day was 'You spend two hours Teri Burns is a staff reporter for the Carlsbad
in a cave with Ned Cantwell and you'd surrender, Current-Argus, a sister paper ofthe Rf!.idoso News.

, ,

FOR HIE Rl 'lIXlSO NI~

• The Ruidosoan who writes Wednesday's
"Looking Askance" column for -the Ruidoso
News has had a few adventures over the years

,-one of them deep in Carlsbad Caverns.

BY 101 BURNS

H
e was headed for the priesthood when he
met the love of his life and stumbled into a

. profession he now says he could never
leave.

And on Nov. 2, 2002, that profession honored for
mer Carlsbad Current-Argus publisher Ned Cantwell
in return by naming him to the New Mexico Press
Association Hall of Fame. He now lives in Ruidoso.

"I think that says that my peers have determined
that I have been around a long time and that my con
tribution has been a pOsitive one," Cantwell said,
adding the honor is nothing less and nothing more
than that.
~d he's quick to sidestep any ego in the situation,

"You know, you don't have to hit a lot of home runs to
get this, you just have to come to bat a lot and not be
a flake," he said laughing. "I'm very flattered, obvi
ously."

Cantwell came to Carlsbad in 1971 to serve as
Current-Argus publisher, but his love affair with
journalism was already well-established - however
round-about his journey into it.

He spent two years at a Catholic seminary in
Columbus, Ohio, studying for the priesthood before
he met Roberta. Both grew up in Redlands, Calif.,
and were married there in 1959.

And somewhere along the way his focus changed.
"I was working at the post office and was a happy

guy. Then I got engaged, and realized I needed to do
something," Cantwell joked. "I realized I was not
smart enough to be a rocket scientist, and by process
of elimination, I chose journalism because I always
liked writing in high school and college."

Not newspaper writing, Cantwell said, giving
credit instead to a ninth- and 10th-grade teacher
who demanded a 500-word essay on her desk each
Friday.

"At 13, you've got nothing to write about," he said,
the ever-present hint of humor in his voice, "so you
make it up. I got pretty good at it, and that's where
I found out I was pretty good at writing."

Cantwell said he got his journalism start at the
Fontana Herald News in Fontana, Calif., where he
was a reporter for a couple ofyears.

"Then I decided that to get ahead in this business,
I better learn about the business side, so I switched to
advertising, and that worked. That was working for
me, so they placed me in charge of the Banning
Record Gazette," he said, adding both southern
California newspapers were owned by Buckner News
Alliance. '

That was 1969, and two years later, Buckner gave
Cantwell the chance to come to Carlsbad, where all
four children were born: Cathy Roberson, who teaches
at a Carlsbad school; Mike Cantwell of Bakersfield,
Calif.; Julie Snider ofPhoenix, Ariz.; and Sheri Fava of
Ringgold, Ga.

Eight years later, on a hot July day, Cantwell faced
perhaps the greatest challenge - and most exciting
event - of his career.

It was 3:20 p.m. on a Tuesday, when four men - two
of them American Indians - with a small arms cache
and half a bottle of whiskey took over the Carlsbad
Caverns National Park lunchroom and unsuspecting
24-year-old park employee Linda Phillips.

At one point, they wanted $1 million and a plane to
Brazil. At another, they would have traded negotiators
for another bottle of booze.

But the one constant was the demand to see a mem
ber of the media.

"I had been talking with them on the phone, and
they wanted their story to be told," Cantwell said,
adding he tried to convince them to relay that story via
telephone, but to no avail.

"I was so convinced when I went down there that I
was coming back up," he said remembering the two-

Unsettleq weather and unbeatable imported patriotism

UNCOLN
TRAILS '

ROSAUE DUNLAP

, Hasn't the weather been
unsettled! We have had spring
weather turn to cold weather
overnight. Some areas have had
snow and rain. We have had
high winds with damage to
buildings and other property.

We certainly need the mois
ture. There have been several
fires in the county already. We
need to be careful with ashes,
cigarettes, ma~hes, controlled
burns and the type of work we
are doing.

We keep seeing improve
melJtB to property in the Bonito

Valley. The horse operation
east of Hattie's bridge has bar
rel racing barrels up, more fenc
ing, calves and other improve
ments.
, The Boise yard is looking
nice with their lawn and newly
planted trees.

It seeins strange to look out
my window and see the adobe
wall down at the Museum.

In oW' travels we get tAl par
.ticipate in different activities.
During Christmas we decided to
stop at Pete's Deluxe Cafe in
Carlsbad. We were greeted as

we exited our van arid asked to
el\ioy the free turkey meal in
the cafe. We visited with the
owner, Pete Panagopoulos, who
started this yearly tradition in
December1954.

That was the year of the
strike at the mines and the
families were having a tough
time. He started with the idea '
to have the dinner just for the

. miners' families, and someone
suggested that he invite every
one. From a beginning of 400
patrons it has grown to more
than 1,800 who take part in the
delicious dinner.

It takes many volunteers,
cooperation from the business
people and community to make
this such a success.

The volunteers are on the job
at 5 in the morning to start the
cooking and setting up a sched
ule. Two of them were Capt.
James B. -Williams of the
Carlsbad Police, and Liz Lopez,
who has been a volunteer for 14
years. Any "looney donated goes
toward a fund for college schol
arships and toys for the children
at Cln1stmas time.

Pete is an immigrant frOm
Greece who survived World War

II. His favorite story is the suc
cess of the Marshall Plan. If it
hadn't been for aid from the
United States after the war they
would have starved.

He ends the story with the
people in their morning prayers
thanking the King and
President of Greece, and "Uncle
Harry." He is a devoted citizen
ofthe USA and does so much for
his community and his adopted,
country.

A wonderful storyofwhat one
man can acoomplish and be an
inspiration to others.
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Announcinq

an pxcluslve line

from LIz Lange.

the most sCJughtafter

mak~rr)ltydesigner

In Arnerlcu

l onqes designs

feature the stylish.

So~)tllstl(()ted fit seen on

l elebrlt y moms-to-be

Now Its your turn

to look like a star

LIZ LANGE.
Boat "neck tie sweater or
long-sleeve stretch woven top
• ClaSSIC stretch pants. 11818 16.99
20% oft all other Liz Lange.

INTRODUCING

LIZ Lang
9 M 0 NTH s 'if'::ST Y L E
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2488
Sole, each
MAGNAVOX CD BOOM
BOX with AMlFM stereo
tuner. No MCS2lOSL

AUDIOVOX PERSONAL
CD PLAYER with
45-second anti-skip
protection. No 0M8905. "

CYBERSHDT
DIGITAL CAMERA.
3.2-megaplxel digital
camera with ax opticaIf
2x digital zoomand
movie mode. Includes
memorysllck, recharge
able battery, c:haJger,
cablesand software.

SURESHDT 105 35MM
CAMERA. Features
2.8x (38-105mm) zoom
lens, red-eye reduction,
5 picture modes and
self-timer.

Canon

93!f
SURESHOI' 76 35MM
CAMERA. Has 2x
(38-76mm) zoom lens,
4l1ash modes including
red-eye reduction and
self-timer.

A40 DlGnaL CAMERA.
Features 2-megapixel
resolution. ax oplIcaIfl.5x
digital zoom and 6 flash
I'I'lOdes. Includes memory
card, batteries, cables
and software.

COMPACT
MUSIC SYSTEM.
Vertical-loading CE> player
with a 7-eolor illuminated display.
No,MX4100,

Memorex

99!!

psc 2210V ALL-IN-ONE
PRINTER, SCANNER
AND COPIER. Prints
directly from your digital
camera's memory card
for instant digital prints!

All HP paper and Ink on
sale. Electronics Dept.

psc mov ALL-IN-ONE
PRINTER, SCANNER
AND COPIER. Prints
stunning photo-quality
color printing up to
4800 dpi on photo paper.

Hewlett-Paclcorcl

$297

Hewlett-Paclcorcl

$197

AII-in-one productivity machines
Epson

~r' $147
,,~ CX3200 ALL-IN-ONE

PRINTER, SCANNER
AND COPIER. Prints
4x6', 5x7' and 8xl0'
photos. Convenient.
stand-alone color copying.

V-Tech
7n99 .'
, 7wcu 99.99
EXPANDABLE 2AGHz
PHONE SYSTEII.
Features Caler ID* and
dual speakerphone.
Nol!43t

PRICE "2::cu,,·"' ..'ii.1{1f'
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Computer Software • • •

GameCube •••

Games available ~hurscla~ Feb. 20

: AllXbox plafinum' bits on sale!! • • •

AuJiovox

329!9
6.8- MOBILE DVDICD PLAYER
with S-video output. MP3 playback
and ACfDC adapter. No 0lI01680

TV screens are measured dl8gona1ty.
shown WIth Slmulaled pICture

J

Toshiba

J99.!t.
DUAI.rDECK DVlWW:R .,
4-head hi-fi VCR and
space-savlng unlt·~

DVD'CO PLAYER with MP3/CD-R/W
'playback, 8-vIdeo and component video
ouIpuIs and remote Control, No. SD-2lIOO.

•

Toshiba

78!B

zeIdlJ: The Wind Wstcer available
March 26 for GameCube.
Reserve your copy today!
See Electronics Dept lor details

Toshiba

J39!9
13- TV/VCR with lront panel game
switch. auto clock and remote control.
No MV13M21N2

PRICE
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vacuum bags
mop

cleanser
scrub brush

Calgon bath soak

Is it on "
yourS list?'"

KLEENEX TISSUEs. 230-et. KODAK. 27·exp. Max Flash one-time-
family size; 2-pk. 90-et. soft pack; use camera or 4-pk. 200-sp. 35mm
144-et. Lotion or Ultra. film. • 3-pk. 400-sp. APS film, 9.99

2p1cs~11
8-PK. BOUNTY PAPER
roWELS. • Bounty napkins,
2pks.SS

I

S5Sale
GLAD FAMIL¥-PACK TRASH
BAGS. Drawstring or Quick:rie
closure.

THEm'ER-SIZE BOXES OF CLOROX READYMOP.
CAN~ 8-oz. Hot lamaJes; 5.5-oz. Cleaning solution and refill cloths
Junior Mints; selected others. dlso available.

3forS6Sale
JUICE DRINKS. 10-pk. Minute
Maid boxes or pouches; 12-pk.
Juicy Juice. Assorted varieties.

:M-C't FRmH..AY VARIETY
PACK.

SNACKS. 16-0z. Ritz; 15-oz.
Double Delight Drea; all Chips
Ahoy; selected others.

POP'ABLES. 12-oz. Snickers
and selected others.

u
CJ

Giving Back Over $2 Million a Week
Each and every week, Target gives more than $2 million to help the communities we serve.

save 10% when you open a
new account Apply today at any
Target store orat target.com.
Some restrictions apply to 10% savings.

Exceptional Price. Price Cut and Low Price «ems ara alllYllryday low plicas. II a lluge~. Target AdveItised plicas IIIllSlAljecl to stal8 and Ioc:aI taxas, and f_ The Targe1" VIBS" and Target Gues1
GraalIand" or~ slorI! IJ9UJtyselIs8ll118m1Jelow Ihe ad prica shown, you rillllllliwllhe Card"lIIllallCilClldsisllued byIlaIaIIln NalionaIBn,8Il alfialeof1lllgelStores. SOOjecllDaIlCiI
~ prica81lhalslora. fll9.larpmas IIIIYV8I)'locaIylllDlll1llln lima1rBnaI...a-8RlSlAljecl lIIJlXllV8I. CX!OO3Ta1gelStorea. The 8lAIseye IlaI9' illa ragi5Iarad blIdemaIlc of Targal Btands. Inc.
lD IaIgelalm1IlrnW8IldanliIions. Wa _IheriltdlDlimIt~lDlIlIIIIlIIlI!lIiI pun:haes. AI r9llIl8BV1Jd. Ewry1IIget....II~ """P*:I our onviTJnnent.
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Motrin
IB ' . '

J \/1" 'Ir"I1:;III

TYLENOL

5~
PAIN RELIEF. 1lJO.d.Tylenol
orMolrin In 8SllOfIOd varIeIio&;
18O-cl St. Joseph.

-.==
Aveern
I!Efi@

.e.
AVEENO. 8-oz.1oIion. 12-oz. body
wash, T.1-az.. scrub. -15% offall
oIhorAvoeno skin orbaby cam.

699 2tor$t)
L'OREAL.~PruferOIIC9 ~E CARE. 32- to4O-d.
hair coIot liImpax; at- to 48-c:l Always

pads; 72- or8lk:l AIIdays IinerB.

•OLA~
active hydrating

~"",,~

799
fHJZ. OLAV BEAUTY R.UID.
• 15%off all oIhor0Iay skin cam.

"

lZ!9
~SUPERIEGA

PACK DIAPERS. PmmIum
Crui8era orBaby-Dry.

1299

....~~<
...~ ..

PAMPERS WIPES. 144- to 257-oz. SlMILAC ADVANCE
18O-ct. refills. • 72- or 8O-ct. wipes INFANT FORIIULA. .30-0z.
tlj); 16- or 2O-d. BIbsters, 2 for 15 SimIac with Iron, Il.99

OREn 1OO-oz.1iqu1d
or 4O-Ioad powder.
• 5O-oz. Ilquld, '4

DIAPER GENIE. DIaper dlsposaJ BABY CARE. 15-oz. Johnson's
system.• DIaper GenIe infants' Head-To-Toe baby wash and seIactsd
refiIs, 2 far '9 oIhenl; 5O(k:l~ COIIDn swabs.

TO FIND THE LOCATION OF THE NEAREST TARGET STORE

OPEN SUNDAY 8 All to 9 PM,
IIONDAY-SATURDAY 8 All to10 PII.

Supe;l"arget_ open until npm MondIIy IIInluF Saturday.
Holn vary lor bBnk, _ pi"*>, opIIcaI. phIInnacy

and pcll1JlIit IIIudlo, -..available.

CALL TOLL FREE HIOO-800-8800 OR CHECK OUT TARGET.COII

ADVER11SED SALE PRICES
GOOD FEBRUARY 16-22, 2003.

Shop at lilrge~ lilrget GreatIand- and~
NlIWIlPlIIlllf advertising supplement Printed In USA.

SHOP TARGET.COM

TARGEt
..:: .0...-_..._ ...'., ....':.0.-.
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WHERE THE VIEWS ARE!
ThIS contemporary mountam home has 5Mana 3ba ana aSIerra Blanca VIew~
too' ThiS very spacIous plan Inc!lJl!e, upstairs den. workshop hot tUb. and 2car •
garage Metal root and southern e'llosure so niceI $285,000 198356 ",

!liIJliI~rnl!r~-=~~..-;:

When you select Richard and Janis Loverin as your
Realtors, you are assured of the finest real eSta~ service
available. They are the Realtors you'll want on your side
when you buy or sell - expert negotiators with a caring
attitude.

••~••ml5••ii••••9.iMi1·~i13·~!il1~.f!ti>~",~;~~•••~!ft!~.5!~~~~, J >.

Cd &j;nis Llverin
Producers 1990...2002.
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Information herein deemed rt!/iahle but not
gtIIlranteed. Sales, prices, corrections and

withdrawals subject to change without notice.
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