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Whpn Monk and hiS son, \hl'l\ I:" rl'\lIrtll'd from \hl'
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that Van Hernl'n rapl'd hl:-' dallgbtl'l alld I1I'd whil,' III
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At hiS trtal. Monk 1ll',tr<lllI:-' "Oil IllS ddllghtl" alld IllS
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accepU·d the stau''s pOSitIOn thai It (,o.,lahll~fll'd II mlltl\l'
for the killing

\Vhile Monk c1aIml'd he dldn'l know Ill' hi"; dallghtt'r's
pregnancy hefore leaving for ;\I'W \ll'xlco. th(' slaU'
showed that hI' moniUm'd his daughkr'" mllnlhly cyell'
and knew she was lau" that hI' notlcl'd :ih!' wa" llaUSl'OUS
and that he took hPr tRmpl'ratun' orall,\' and \'ah'lnally
hpforp the trip,

Monk claimed the trial court. l'rrl'd h,v dl'nying- a
motion for mistrial aftN thl' dl'fpndant's daughtRr u'sti
fied, hut Mal'S wrou' that thl' dl'l'IslOn to hrrant or dpny a
mistrial motion is up to thl' discrl't IOn of thI' t rial court,
That court found the jurors, "t hough afli'clt'r! h\' tlw l'nlO
tional naturp of the testimony, could stIli rl'nder an
impartial vprdict baRed on an pvaluation of the evidence
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rejects Monk's
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Another avenue to purnUl' in
the quest to preservl' and devel
op historic Fort Stant~m may bp
seeking a designation of a larg-l'r
region around the IH55 complpx
as a National Heritagl' An.~a,

Ernest Om'ga, state din.'l.t()r
of the National Park SprviC(' in
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The commission's goal would be to devise a
preservation and development plan for the
1855 fort northeast of Ruidoso that was closed
as a state hospital in 1995. The bill also would
create a Fort Stanton Development Fund in
the state treasury as a repository for gifts,
grants and other money. The bill would appro
priate $:300,000 from the stau"s g-eneral fund
to start the effort in 2004,

If passed by the legislature and sig-ned by
the governor, the bill would create a commis
sion attached to the state Energy, Minerals
and Natural Resources Department. The five
member board would include the county man-
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Former student suing Ruidoso Schools over head injuries

Bill introduced to help fort
National Heritage Area
designation also an option
BY DIANNE mLUNGS
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BY DIANNE STAlUNGS

Proposed legislation creating a Fort
Stanton Development Commission was intro
ducl'd Thursday by 10 state legislators.

Thl'Y include state l{cps, Dub William (R
GlpncoeJ, Avon Wilson (J{-RosweIlJ, Dan Foley
11{-H.o~wl'lI) and Max Coil (I)-Santa Fe).

"Now we're talking-," said Lincoln County
Manag-pr Torn Stl'wart. "I'm over-joyed with
this bill, Now it g-ops to the various committees
and WI' haY(' to bp thl'f(' to support it. This is
thl' right thing- to do,

"This is what we havl' 11l'l'dpd all along 
org-anization, ..
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• AIII( llli() \lIHhe/ claim"
Ill'gllgelHl' led I() an iIlcident thaI
Idl him \\ith ;1 fractured skull.

A formpr Ruidoso student is suing
thl' Municipal School District., former
coach Rodney Wphb and suhstitute
leach('r Cindy Thompson for damages'
connf'ctRd U) an injury suffered in a
Hchool gymnasium,

Antonio Sanchez c1aimR the district
waH npgligent on Reveral counts and is
asking for compensation for emotional
stresR, pain and suffering, his past
medical expenses and future care
costs.

In the suit, Sanchez claim" the dis
trict and instructors breached their
duty to exprcise reasonable care to
prevent or corr{'('l a dangerous situa
tion, The district was npgligent, the

• suit contends, by:
• Failing to adequately staff and

supervise the gymnasium
• Allowing an unsafe condition
• Failing to adequately train and

certify the people monitoring the gym
nasium

• Failing to adopt appropriate gym
nasium policies,

The suit claims Sanchez suffered
severe injuries, including but not lim
ited to a fractured skull and traumat
ic brain injury. The injuries may con
tinue in the future and may be perma
nent, according to the suit.

office, the suit claims.
DiAtrict superintendent Mike

Gladden Raid Wednesday that the bas
ketball aRsembly included a break
away basketball rim,

When students dunk a basketball,
mstead of staying rigid, the rim is
deAign to go down under the weight of
the student and then flip back up, he
said, \

"We had some students who had
put up some mats and were running
and jumping and trying to dunk the
ball and this is what happened,"
Gladden said.

"It's not the normal 'procedure, but
since it's a lawsuit, I'm not at will to
say much more."

The district's insurance carrier will
be handling the suit, he said.

According to the lawsuit filed in
Lincoln COunty Distnct Court in
Carrizozo for Sanchl'z by Roswell
attorney Freddie J, Rompro, Sanchpz
was playing baRkdhall in the Rchool
gymnasium with other students on
March 9, 2001.

He contends in the suit that with
the knowledge of the two supervisors,
mats were stacked to allow students to
catapult ofT of them in an effort to
dunk baAkl'tballA,

The Ait.uation conRtituted a danger
to the students, Sanchez contends,
When he vaulted from the mats, he
grabbed the rim, which gave way and
he fell, hitting the back of his head. He
lo~t consciousness, the Huit states.
Without the help ofthe teachers, other
students took him to the school nurse's
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In a deCISIOn fikd Fl'b 1:1. ('hil'I ')11'1)('1' I'l'lra
,Jlml'Ill'Z :\lal's n'Jl'('(l'd all argul11l'IIt..., 1"1 IIll' ,qlpt';lI

\lonk e1almpd :il'xual e\'lol'nn' n'g;tnllllg hi" n,I,ltl"lI
ship WIth hiS daughu'r should [wi h;I\I' bt,t'li .Idmltll'd
becausl' It was irn·!t·\,ant and pn'.Il1d)('lal HUI IIll' JlIdgl'
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\Vhile Monk c1aIml'd he dldn'l know Ill' hi"; dallghtt'r's
pregnancy hefore leaving for ;\I'W \ll'xlco. th(' slaU'
showed that hI' moniUm'd his daughkr'" mllnlhly cyell'
and knew she was lau" that hI' notlcl'd :ih!' wa" llaUSl'OUS
and that he took hPr tRmpl'ratun' orall,\' and \'ah'lnally
hpforp the trip,

Monk claimed the trial court. l'rrl'd h,v dl'nying- a
motion for mistrial aftN thl' dl'fpndant's daughtRr u'sti
fied, hut Mal'S wrou' that thl' dl'l'IslOn to hrrant or dpny a
mistrial motion is up to thl' discrl't IOn of thI' t rial court,
That court found the jurors, "t hough afli'clt'r! h\' tlw l'nlO
tional naturp of the testimony, could stIli rl'nder an
impartial vprdict baRed on an pvaluation of the evidence
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The commission's goal would be to devise a
preservation and development plan for the
1855 fort northeast of Ruidoso that was closed
as a state hospital in 1995. The bill also would
create a Fort Stanton Development Fund in
the state treasury as a repository for gifts,
grants and other money. The bill would appro
priate $:300,000 from the stau"s g-eneral fund
to start the effort in 2004,

If passed by the legislature and sig-ned by
the governor, the bill would create a commis
sion attached to the state Energy, Minerals
and Natural Resources Department. The five
member board would include the county man-
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Former student suing Ruidoso Schools over head injuries

Bill introduced to help fort
National Heritage Area
designation also an option
BY DIANNE mLUNGS
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Proposed legislation creating a Fort
Stanton Development Commission was intro
ducl'd Thursday by 10 state legislators.

Thl'Y include state l{cps, Dub William (R
GlpncoeJ, Avon Wilson (J{-RosweIlJ, Dan Foley
11{-H.o~wl'lI) and Max Coil (I)-Santa Fe).

"Now we're talking-," said Lincoln County
Manag-pr Torn Stl'wart. "I'm over-joyed with
this bill, Now it g-ops to the various committees
and WI' haY(' to bp thl'f(' to support it. This is
thl' right thing- to do,

"This is what we havl' 11l'l'dpd all along 
org-anization, ..
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• AIII( llli() \lIHhe/ claim"
Ill'gllgelHl' led I() an iIlcident thaI
Idl him \\ith ;1 fractured skull.

A formpr Ruidoso student is suing
thl' Municipal School District., former
coach Rodney Wphb and suhstitute
leach('r Cindy Thompson for damages'
connf'ctRd U) an injury suffered in a
Hchool gymnasium,

Antonio Sanchez c1aimR the district
waH npgligent on Reveral counts and is
asking for compensation for emotional
stresR, pain and suffering, his past
medical expenses and future care
costs.

In the suit, Sanchez claim" the dis
trict and instructors breached their
duty to exprcise reasonable care to
prevent or corr{'('l a dangerous situa
tion, The district was npgligent, the

• suit contends, by:
• Failing to adequately staff and

supervise the gymnasium
• Allowing an unsafe condition
• Failing to adequately train and

certify the people monitoring the gym
nasium

• Failing to adopt appropriate gym
nasium policies,

The suit claims Sanchez suffered
severe injuries, including but not lim
ited to a fractured skull and traumat
ic brain injury. The injuries may con
tinue in the future and may be perma
nent, according to the suit.

office, the suit claims.
DiAtrict superintendent Mike

Gladden Raid Wednesday that the bas
ketball aRsembly included a break
away basketball rim,

When students dunk a basketball,
mstead of staying rigid, the rim is
deAign to go down under the weight of
the student and then flip back up, he
said, \

"We had some students who had
put up some mats and were running
and jumping and trying to dunk the
ball and this is what happened,"
Gladden said.

"It's not the normal 'procedure, but
since it's a lawsuit, I'm not at will to
say much more."

The district's insurance carrier will
be handling the suit, he said.

According to the lawsuit filed in
Lincoln COunty Distnct Court in
Carrizozo for Sanchl'z by Roswell
attorney Freddie J, Rompro, Sanchpz
was playing baRkdhall in the Rchool
gymnasium with other students on
March 9, 2001.

He contends in the suit that with
the knowledge of the two supervisors,
mats were stacked to allow students to
catapult ofT of them in an effort to
dunk baAkl'tballA,

The Ait.uation conRtituted a danger
to the students, Sanchez contends,
When he vaulted from the mats, he
grabbed the rim, which gave way and
he fell, hitting the back of his head. He
lo~t consciousness, the Huit states.
Without the help ofthe teachers, other
students took him to the school nurse's
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FEB. 25, 1993

Memoirs to make book
The Lincoln COUl)ty

Historical Society, aided by a
private grant, has undertaken
the publishing of the memoirs
ofDr. James W. Laws, who ran
a tuberculosis sanitarium

, around 1912 in Lincoln.
Ann Buffington is handling

the job ofediting.

FEB. 24, 1983

Moving Geronimo opposed
According to direct descen

dants of Geronimo, there is no
soul-searching when it comes
to moving the Apache chiefs
body to Arizona for enshrine
ment - they are categorically
opposed to it.

Ron Lupe, chairman of the
White Mountain Apaches, last
year proposed Geroriimo's
remains be moved from
Fort Sill, Okla., to Arizona...
Arizona Gov. Bruce Babbitt
supported the idea.

FEB. 23, 1973

National figures speak
Ruidoso played host to fig

ures from both ends of the
political spectrum last week
end. The occasion was the New
Mexico State University
Leadership Seminar at the
Chaparral ijq\eI.

The top-billed speakers
were Francis Gary Powers, the
ex-CIA pilot whose U-2 was
shot down over Russia in 1960.
Representing the left of the
spectrum was Luke McKissick,
defense counsel for such nota
bles as Eldredge Cleaver and
the Black Panthers, and
Angela Davis ...

FEB. 2,3, 1963

I Dan Dee Cabins sold
Lt. Col. Kevin J. Knapp Jr.,

who recently retired from the
Army at Fort Bliss, Texas, has
purchased the interest of Mr.
and Mrs. Jesse Perteet in Dan
Dee Cabins in upper Ruidoso...

Dan Dee Cabins has 14
units and is one of the early
tourist accommodations built
here, constructed in the early
1940s.

LINCOLN COUNlY SCRAPBOOK

!FB. 20, 1953 ~

. Buckner named mayor
Ruidoso's village council last

Friday night named one of its
members, Raymond Buckner,
as mayor of Ruidoso, succeed
ing W. D. Ratliff, who resigDed
recently in the middle ofa sec
ond term. Buckner is to retain
his position as water commis
sioner, and the job of police
commissioner will go to
Trustee R. H. Hedgecoke, a
position formerly held by the
mayor. •

: To fill the BuckDer vacancy,
S. K KuykendaU was~ed to
the council...

SANDY SUGGm/SYIlFF

active so patrons can see what books the
library has and renew books from home.

The Village of Ruidoso has a Web site
and the library has a page, but Reid

would like to enhance that
and· is now working' with
The Library Corporation,
an automation company,
to make the online catalog
a link of the library's Web
page.

"Our staff is spread
pretty thin because we
have high circulation in a
tourist town, and we're
working on increasing our

library staff, either through changing
how we work or trying to find money for '
another employee," she said.

Until the library Web page is more
accessible and interactive, though,
patrons can renew books or ask refer
ence questions bye-mailing to ruidoso
pl@ zianet.com.

Reid said that Osterberg trained her
a couple of days, and thereby made the
transition easier, and "everybody at
City Hall has been extremely nice and
accepting of me and my ideas.

"For many people the library is the
focal point of the community, ~specially

in a small community. I think it is the
crown jewel of the community," Reid
said. "We have so many retired people
that we have a large number that use the
library as a meeting place, read the
paper, get books to take home and books
on tape if they're traveling back an~
forth."

Reid said her philosophy about
libraries is that "people should read no
matter what it takes - even though we
lose some books to tourists taking them
and leaving."

Instead of a place where library staff
will hush the patrons, Reid said "busy
quiet is what we expect now instead of
'Shhh.'"

To make it even more pleasant, the
Friends of the Library organization pro
vides coffee and cookies for patrons in
the reading areas. '

BY SANDY SUGGRT
Rumoso NEWS STAFf WRITER

the job once abe moved to Ruidoso.
"Here I am, loving it," she said. "It's a

lovely facility and the staffis just incred-

R
uidoso Public Library's, new ible. They're already well trained and
librarian intended to retire in know their job welL
Rtridoso after a 28-year career There's an extremely --------
as librarian - but her passion active Friends of the ". think (the

for libraries changed her mind. Library that operates its libra"') is the .
Phyllis Reid had been visiting the own store. It's a well -I .

area for years. Like many who have set- appointed library board C~ jewel of
tIed here, she came as a child. After the and I enjoy them."

the ~unity"new library opened in 1998, she visited Reid's husband; Doug,
with Librarian Nancy Osterberg (who a former biology teacher
retired Dec. 9), and later interviewed for· and football coach, who Phr::~~

also had planned to retire,
substitute teaches at
Ruidoso High SchooL

Reid grew up in West Texas and came
most recently from Carthage, Texas,
where she served for 12 years as librari
an for Panola College - a library that
also served the public.

She also taught in the classroom at
elementary and junior high school levels,
and was teaching in Morton, Texas,
while working on her master's degree in
library science.

From then on, wherever she moved
with her coach husband, she'd take a
teaching job until a library position
became available.

She served as a teacher for two years
and· then as librarian in Magnolia,
Texas. In Carthage, she was a public
school teacher and school librarian for
seven years.

"I have a passion for libraries in gen
eral," Reid said. "I like managing
libraries. I love books and I love to
read."

Reid earned a second master's degree
in information technology in the library
department.

"At that time, I became interested in
the technology of libraries and I brought
the Internet to Panola College. We got
six technical grants and made that a
state-of-the-art facility. My love for
technology has affected goals I have for
this library." ,

Reid said she'd like to get the Ruidoso
Public Library's catalog online and inter-

..

Ph,llls Reid is
happy in her new
position as director
of the Ruidoso
Public Library, a
place become the
focal point for many
people in the com
munity. Here she
shows off the chil
dren's section.

The Ruidoso Public Library has 50,000 volumes in its 14,600 square feet of
space. A1996 bond issue finished the construction of this new facility, with
groundbreaklng In 199r and the move in February of 1998. Since the doors
opened In March of 1998, more than 850,000 people have walked into the
library.. .

About 12,000 library cards are active right now, and 1,500 new patrons
signed on in 2002. About 50-75 people use the computers daily.

The Archive Room houses the New Mexico collection, including special col
lections for the Southwest and genealogy. The library also has aconference
room that can be used for meetings by the public, when scheduled in
advance.

The library has special book displays in the adult section, as well as first
Friday Art In Public Places receptions for the public to meet artists whose
work Is displayed in the library each month. (For more Information, ask for
Diane Thorgeson.)

The Children's Department is alively place, with art displayed by Ruidoso and
Tularosa middle school children. Children's I,ibrarian lynda Bowman has
scheduled preschool storytlme, 10:30-11:15 a.m.; crafts and games, 3:30-5
p.m., Tuesday; Teen'Time (sixth grade and up), 3:30-5 p.m., Wednesday; and
an after-school movie with refreshments sold before the movie, 3:30-5 p.m.,
Thursday. (Children 5years and younger must be accompanied by an adult).

Library hQurs·are 9a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 9a.m.-5 p.m. on
Friday; and 11 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturday. '.

To renew a book or get reference Information, e-mail to:
ruldosopl@Zlanet.com or call 258-3704. To see the library's Web page, visit
http://voruldoso.comILibrary.html.

To,get alibrary card, bring In avalid driver's license or avalid state photo 1.0.

• Phyllis Reed, trans
planted from Texas,
and with lots of expe
rience, heads the
Ruidoso library, and
wants to see a "busy
quiet" atmosphere...
not a "shhh."

Remembering an Extension Club and Hondo Valley pioneer

UNCOLN
TRAILS
ROSALIE DUNLAP

Lincoln County lost a Hondo Valley February has been a busy month
pioneer in the county Extension Club. with birthaays, wedding anniversaries,
Lorena Ratcliff passed away in her' and Valentine's Day. Carrizozo
sleep Thursday evening. Masonic Lodge No. 41 held their

She worked alongside her husband; Sweetheart Night last week. Following
Carl, who was Lincoln County the covered-dish supper, a fellowship
Extension agent, in reorganizing the time was held. Johnson Stearns had
Lincoln County Extensi9n ~lubs and found the original minutes of the first
the 4-H programs in the 19408. 'Masonic meeting of the Lodge held in

Lorena was always there with her September 1909.
cheerful smile and happy attitude. There were several Mas6ns from

Lorena was well known for her cooK- White Oaks who had been members of
ing and for her open door to friends and the White Oaks Lodge until it disband-
family. ed and organized the Carrizozo Lodge.

She will be sadly missed by all of . An interesting sidelight was the CUB-

those who knew her. . tom of ,:Imoking, with one member

bringing cigars to the meetings. There
were ash trays fol' every member. This
custom came to an end when a new car
pet was installed in the lodg~ sometime
in the 1970s.

There were more than 30 members,
their sweethearts and guests.

The Corriente Cowbelles met at the
Ellis Store for their monthly meeting. '
It was announced that a lady from
Deming had won the qUilt raffle.
, The Janice Herd RopiIig name has
been changed to the Corriente Cowbelle
Roping. The roping event will be held
June 20.

A new Stockman award was accept-'
ed to recognize the different breeds at
the County Fair. The criteria will be
similar to the Herdsman Award.

Ag Day will be held May 2 at the
new barn at the Fairgrounds,

There were scattered rain showers in
Li~coln County· last week, but they
missed Lincoln.

Due to a conflict, we missed the wel
come home party - for retired
Congressman Joe Skeen Saturday.
Welcome Home Joe. I kilow Mary is
glad to have you home full-time now.

.'~. ,;. ,J'... ".
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recently in the middle ofa sec
ond term. Buckner is to retain
his position as water commis
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position formerly held by the
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active so patrons can see what books the
library has and renew books from home.

The Village of Ruidoso has a Web site
and the library has a page, but Reid

would like to enhance that
and· is now working' with
The Library Corporation,
an automation company,
to make the online catalog
a link of the library's Web
page.

"Our staff is spread
pretty thin because we
have high circulation in a
tourist town, and we're
working on increasing our

library staff, either through changing
how we work or trying to find money for '
another employee," she said.

Until the library Web page is more
accessible and interactive, though,
patrons can renew books or ask refer
ence questions bye-mailing to ruidoso
pl@ zianet.com.

Reid said that Osterberg trained her
a couple of days, and thereby made the
transition easier, and "everybody at
City Hall has been extremely nice and
accepting of me and my ideas.

"For many people the library is the
focal point of the community, ~specially

in a small community. I think it is the
crown jewel of the community," Reid
said. "We have so many retired people
that we have a large number that use the
library as a meeting place, read the
paper, get books to take home and books
on tape if they're traveling back an~
forth."

Reid said her philosophy about
libraries is that "people should read no
matter what it takes - even though we
lose some books to tourists taking them
and leaving."

Instead of a place where library staff
will hush the patrons, Reid said "busy
quiet is what we expect now instead of
'Shhh.'"

To make it even more pleasant, the
Friends of the Library organization pro
vides coffee and cookies for patrons in
the reading areas. '
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school teacher and school librarian for
seven years.
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availahle. They are the Realtors you'll want on your side
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attitude.
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-;-;:-There's Gold in Them There Hills! Do you want to enjoy the beautiful fall colors,
: :'. walk in the pines? Then CONDOTEL has the perfect place for you. Our beautifully
~.- appointed private homes and condominiums are available by the day, week, or
~:.:~month. All at a price you can afford. Fireplaces, great
• . views, fully equipped kitchens, other amenities will make
;':::'your CONDOTEL experience special.
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