
• --,~ ~'1i

.." '" ,~ ..

:"

WEEKEND EDITION ~2~~HUEST MICRO pu 02 ·.C04'
El PA E .YANDElL DR BlISHING

SO TX 79903-3724

RUIDOSO, NEW MEXICO • FRIDAY, MARCil 14, 2003 • OL:R 56TH YEAR, No. 84 • ~o CF\TS
j. I 3

.10'"

schpdull'd to meet with the president of
the group, .JuJps Videau. Charles Craig,
owner of Shadow Mountain Lodge, was
in the Iludience.

Members of the association were
split on an increase during an informal
poll several months ago. Several said it
depended on the specific use.
Opponents complained that it's difficult
to explain to their guests the extra
charge on their bills and it could dis
courage return visits.

Colleen's not at 111'1' housl' alld didn't
,-how lip for work," hl' Said.
"We're cOIH·(·I'I)('.d \\11 h finding
thiS lady alld lh(' kid bl'l'aus('
Ilobody I knows ttwir \\'Ill'I'l"
abouts now. Slll''s hah~'sat III
till' past. so till' !Tlol!l('r dlll'sll',
hm'(' ['OlH'('rIlS with th(' s;\f('\\
of till' kid. stwIll';! \\'allts til
kilO\\' \\II('I'l' ,11('\ an'"

AII,Y,,Jll' \\ 1\11 has ,.('('11 III('
\'l'hick. Bishop or I";\\' Ogdl'll

IS ask(·d to l'Olltal'l till' Hllldlho 1'1111\'1'
Ilt'partllll'llt at L:I/·/:\ti;-,

\(.[. CAMPAIGN pagl'H

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

\\'Ith "pp0,.I!lllll nllllllll~' 111~Jl 1,1 ,I 111'11 1111111
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1.111\'0111 ('II11llt\ ('1111111111111111'" IliI'l \\,·dlll',d,l\ III
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"('\'P ('o",b 1101111111 IllIn-l.lIt III

Lllll"a llllth ,,( (;lllItI-I'IIII' (;',Iphll-. 1111 111.1/
kl'llllg finll lor HIlld",,, ,ltll I",·d 1111'111 III 111111" ,I'

qlll('kl\;\" PO"""""III 1•.1\1 ,ld\,IIII,I~'I' ,,( till 111111h
IH'."" ot IhI' 1'''111'

,\ LI\\,.llll \\01" Idl·tI \1"lllh\ III \"11 \10 \HII
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.~I<lI1111g "t .':iH :/1) ,III h"lli ,II"!' ,IPI'III~: ,11,';;111 ',11

TIll' ~"III., h' ('h;lIl1llt'1 01 (·lIlllllll'f(I'. \1'\1
\11'''1,111' t"l h'I'" I-:lltl'rpn"I' ,lIld 'l'I.'l.d Ililal
IHI"III1'" ..11111'1' 111('1,/<1111,: 11,1.1111',1111 ,ill.·II,to'
filr'd till' ."1111 III I>lllll 11ll' IIllpll'IlIl'IILIIIIIII III 1I1I
1;1\\ Thl' g,d oj tilt, III II I\.I~:I' I,. III hl·lp "'lIpll'\I'I"
~tlllgglrllg to> 1111' III th" I'nl'tl ,I.lil' I ;'1lJl.tl 1\111
OPllIIIlI'IIt.,. \1.11'11 11ll' ;Hld,'d 1'11,.1, Ilill h.I\I· III Ill'
pa"s('d til l'l""tollll'r,.

Hilidoso ('OIIIlCI!ol" Boh ~Inrlll 1I111111111·d III.'
III 1;11'11 ;11 11ll' ('(HIIWI! Illt'l'llIW 'I'lll,,.d,l\ 111.11 hi
'1'111,;11'\, a n~"I.IlII";1II1 r11.11l1 11\\11"1 ,11111 !tWIIII'1
( 'Ollh'l'('''''IOll, tI c; IIHhdatl', pili Iogl'l IH'I" ,I llll" 'I Ill:'; Oil
till' suh','d /.1,,1 ",,('k (II g; II Ig' , rnkll',,1 III PII1'''11111g
1'\'OllIIIllH' dl,\"lllllll1.'llt T;II""I'll'd \\llldd III -Ill,tli
hU"lIll'';'';('" III :-;.I11td Fr' \\;lllI111" III n,lllI'oIll' lll.lll\
hnnh'lng Ihl'l1 \lllrkfoITI' Illth Ihl'lll

11l"1r'ad lit ('llllllllllllllil" 1"It'h \\lIlg IIII' ,111r'lltlllll.
thl' h'TIJUp W/,d'1l',.d'j\ agn·l·d III ll11l1J1l1 ,III ,lIhl')'
tl,.lllg and puhlic ;I\\an'llI'"'' C;1Il1P;lIh'l1 rl'fi'rnllg tll
'1111' ('OlllmUl11t il'''' of 1.11l('llln ('OUlll \ ..

:-;krchl';lId hi" ho,iJ'l! I,. ;\\\;11'1' Ihal 1111"1111''''';1'';
rna\ prl'fl'r Sl\( 'S III 1111' ( ·aITIZ.lllO Illch H n; tI I'; Irk or

1,lsI'\<'hl'fl' OUL~Hh' !{lIldo"II, hut tho";l' 1'l11plo\I'I''';
;lIld own!'r" sttll 111m "hop. I'at 1i\'1 , ;11111 ,.1·I·k PI'O
fi'"slOnal s('f\'in's III HilldoSll

\'i/lag(' councilors ll'llf;ltl\'('ly agn,,'d Ih.If

lodgers tax could 0<. us(·d to pn.\' l{lIldoso's p0111011
or til!' advprtising eos!. StNchi and Counctlor
Ikhorah Marcum-Byars told thos!' at ttl!' 111('1'tmg
W('dlll'sda~' that nl'WS J'l,Ir'asl'S could tw wlit tl'll h~'

Dot h llIHh'r hl'r firm's cont raI'l with the \'ill~lgl'

Bohlll Shl'alw. a llll'lnIwr or til!' CapiLall Board
of Trustt·l's. said her town may appeal Ul new('om
l'rs hl'c;\us(' of affiwdahk housing, a strong school
systl'm alld a small-town atmosphere.

But \)oth said whil(' till' individual villagps will
1)(' Iisu'd III thl' propos(·d half-pag-e advertisenll'nt
Iptting Santa Fl' husilll'sses know they would be
wp/conw in Lmcoln County, l.!w infonnation prt'
smt.ed will 0<. fIll' thl' county as a whole. Web sites
fill' thl' t.owns. whl'n' th(·y can t.out thpir pprks. and

Higher p:ly sClle' in S:1I1l:1 Fe
111:ly Ch:ISl' s()me slH lpS S( 111111

Village starts
drive to lure
businesses

"All of the rest have 5 percent lodgers
tax except for Ruidoso at 4.25 percent
and Taos at 4.5 percent," Ster4hi said.
The top collectors are larger cities, such
as La& Cruces and Albuquerq~.

Sterchi said he's been talking to
lodge, motel and cabin owners about the
increase and has receiver! favorable
feedback. Noting that a local hospitality
association asked the council ~ give its
members advanced notification of any
possible increase, Sterchi said he was

said Ruidoso police detective Doug
Babcock.

"The lady hasn't turned up
with the child yet, and we want
people to be on the lookout for a
'94 Oldsmobile four-door, color
maroon, with license plate FCM
704," Babcock said.

Bishop, 22, is f) feet 4 inches,
about 110 pounds, with gn'('n
eyes, and workl'd at the Ruidoso Ogden
Care Centl'r.
. "The agrel'lTll'nt was to takl' rare of
thp child whill' sIw was in thl' hospital.

stau,.
After revlpwing data from a travel

trends publication, Sterchi asked the
council Tuesday to schedule a public
hearing for the board's April 28 meeting
to consider the advantages and disad
vantages of an increase from 4.25 per
cent.

Out of the top 18 municipalities in
the fourth quarter of 2002, Ruidoso
ranked eighth in the state in collection
of lodgers tax, he said.

\l( CLEAN 1',1,,1 ~.-\

:\mllllllg dtll,;IU,d to till'
(,1'lllt'l" (';Ill Ill' lhoducll'd ",. a
ch;lntahll' (,()lltnhlltl<lll ,Ind
n·cI'lpt.~ \\ 111 hi' 1~"lJ('d 1)\ tht'
('l'nlt'l".~;lld ~ll'\T Kn'In". a
IlH'm hi 'I" fit 1hi' hoa I'd ;I nd OlH'
"I' 1111' I"llndt'r" of Lillcoln
(''''Inl\ (',m' ('I'nU'r Illc Th('
!lllt'rn;J1lu'\I'I1lH' ~('f\'ICt' n'c
"gnIZ('" thl' Cl'llll'r'", "L<ltu", as
,I Illil·for·profit ('ntll\, 111'
,.;lld

~II tl'l' would wp!com('

A [)-year-old hoy was repo.rted missing
about noon Wednpsday, according to
investigators with the l{uidoso Police
Departmpnt.

Isac Ogden, blond, with his top front
teeth missing and silver caps on his bot
tom front teeth, was last seen at noon in
the IOO block of South Oak Drive.

The boy's mother was taken to a h08
pital in f{oswell for treatnwnt and gave
her son to Colleen Bishop to care for,

1(( JIlIN' \1 \\, '1111 \\1(111 I(
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Spring cleaning

I\uidoso Carl' Center ()Ilicial" thirlk
the place c()uld usc' ;t little

BY DIANNE STAlliNGS

Odd" an' SIJ!111' dav;I IlH'mlll'1" ,I!
mosl famJlH'''' In !.IllCl II n ('ounl\
wIll st;l~' at tht, 1{IJI(lo~o ('an'
('enu'r on RJ.'soI1 Iln\I'

Thl'y may Ill' n'('O\/'nllg tmm
an op('ratlOn, nWfl(Jlng hrok(,ll
o<ml's or finding a ..;af(' pial'{' CllN'
Lo n,latlvl's III th('l; ('Id('r wars

(:('nL('r admllllstraLor f{osalll'
Sltu'r hop('s IWoplf' k('I'p that
thought In mllld for a Spnng
Spruce-lIp ('(fort at thl' c('nU·r. a
not-for·profit nursmg homl' opl'r·
au'd by an unpaid. voluntel'r com·
munity hoard, struggling UI finan
cially kl'l'p thl' cenu'r viahll'.

Th(' alwmativp, which almost
became a reality lH months ago
whpn thf' corporation that prf'vl
ously owned thp center threatened'
to close it, would be for patienLq to
be moved miles away Ul cenwn:; in
Alamogordo or Roswell.

Sitter want..'! residenLq and their
families to be proud to drive up to
the center, but she needs help. A
professional landscaper and donat
ed plant.'! could vastly improve the
front of the building,

PHOTOS BY DIANNE STALLlNGS/STAFf

Rosalie Sitter, ~rjrrwlIstr~tor ollh,: HllldrNI C1(1 (>'rill~r ';!iHl1' In flOlll1 I Itlf' 1'11111rIU:!IJ nll' rllW,lflfj 11(11;11' ((II [1";'1'\ rjrlvP
lha! m~p'(Js SIJrrw ',pr,,(jrl(j up f)":,:,,, (I(jlllll, It,., (if' ~I:rl 110111 dO(;'jid',', drill 'tH' r'lIl(jt1 IfloklPq Slljf: Ydrr!

• Police are looking
for Isac Ogden, '),
who has oeen
missing since ao< lut
O<)()O Wednesday.

Ruidoso Councilor Bob Sterchi suys
the village should increase its lodgers
tax ~ the 5 percent cap in line with
other major ~urist destirlations in the

BY DIANNE S1lLUNCS

Sterchi urges village council to raise lodgers tax to 5 percent cap .
• Ruidoso is eighth out of the
state's top IK towns in collection
of the tax, the councilor says.

.CO
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Child reported ~issing with sitteJ;

This tax man is
rooting for the
good guys

8C HOME AND
FAMIlY

Ie iVAMONOS!
Mountain hom<:
show promises
quality, quantity

6A BUSINESS

INSIDE

Leadership Lincoln's
inaugural class
. .
IS wrappIng 1I p

7A LINCOLN
COUNTY
Carriz( )I.() U )uncil
\vants (( l get
serious about
area water rights

4A OPINION
MOUNTAIN ASIDES
Smart's return is
good news beyond
speculation

I
~ ,

lBSPO~

ONE AND DONE
Carriz()zo's girls
basketball team
couldn't continue
its hot play at state
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MARcil 18, 1993

Librarian resigns
Ruidoso Public Library

Director Mary Lou Gooch has
resigned after 25 years of ser
vice. Gooch, who joined the vil
lage staff in July 1968, submit
ted her resignation to the vil
lage council during a special
called meeting on Wednesday.

MARcil 16, 1973

Bambi hurt in cage
Bambi, Ruidoso's mascot

deer received minor injuries
Monday when a car rolled from
the Plaza shopping center
across Sudderth drive and the
Ruidoso State Bank parking
lot, and into the c~ge at the
rear of the bank.

Bambi. a lO-month-old stag
found near Mon Jeau last May
...had been living at the
Humane Society until his
recent move to a new home in
December.

After a t/;p to the vet to
repair a cut lip, Bambi is back
in his cage where there's still a
dent to remind him of the
experience.

M\RCH 17, 1983

No harm intended...
The manager of Sierra

Swim and Racquet Club said
no harm was-- intended by a
bumper sticker issued by the
club, but remaining stickers
have been destroyed.

Club manager Rick
, Scoggins said he didn't think of

the implications when he OK'd
distribution of the sticker with
"Overdoso," a play on Ruidoso.

, MARCH 15, 1963

AMescalero fish hatchery
New Mexicp Sen. Clinton P.

Anderson has asked the
Senate Appropriations Com
mittee in Washington to,
approve expenditures for a fish
hatchery on the Mescalero
Apache Indian Reservation.

Anderson noted there is
widespread unemployment
among the Mescaleros and
said that if such a hatcher)
were built, it could help in
building a thriving tourist'
business in the area.

LINCOLN COUNTY SCRAPBOOK

~cH_13, 1953

1/2 Wit & 1/2 WISdom
BvVICLAMB

Mrs. C. D. Weems earned a
chuckle for her originality in
her centerpiece at the Ruidoso
Woman's Club meeting
Wednesday. She had a bowl of
Irish potatoes flanked by green
candles in observance of St.
Patrick's Day.... George Fuchs'
Fox Cave is getting lots of pub-

. 'licity - with another spread of
news pictures and an article in .
the El Paso paper Wednesday,
the second in about two
months.

I looking
;back

... and at a price
that's hard to beat

''We're not competing•••
We're just helping people who
need help and can't aftonl a
fee."

Ruidoso Senior Center was looking for someone to
offer help at the center.

"I contacted the tax aide people in Albuquerque
andEot started," Dale said. "It was just the two of
us for the first year. We did the returns ofabout 30
people by appointment."

This year with 15 volunteers, they handled 70
Dale Miller I kThe tax man peop e in one wee .

"It was hot and heavy in February," Dale said.
"They hit us the first day. In March it drops off

the center of the state. They knew each other as and we sit around and socialize. It's lots of fun - a
neighbors and both attended church in their small good group. We'll be smashed again in April. The
home town near Salina. people who wait usually are the ones who have to

"I was friends with Sharon's brother," Dale pay."
said. "I'd come over and we'd ride horses, but pret- M
ty soon I was riding horses just with Sharon." ost people can't do their tax returns them-

They married right out of high school and Dale selves, he said. Sometimes it pays for them to file
went to Kansas University, studying business the forms just to get the state rebate, even though
administration and accounting. a return wouldn't be required (because of their

After he graduated, they created their own lack ofincomel, he said.
bookkeeping service, with Sharon handling secre- "One of the bad things we see here is people
tarial duties. They moved to Las Cruces in 1958, who work for someone who doesn't both~r to with
five years after their marriage, then to El Paso, hold payroll tax," Dale said. "They consider their
Texas, for 35 years. While in Texas, Dale passed employees contractual labor. They don't take out
his certified public accountant examination. social security. We have to figure self-employment

Sharon meanwhile began to split her time tax as if the person had a business."
between office work and their three children, Some may offset the impact with earned
Diane Gates, Debbie Ayoub and Randy Miller. income credit, but many end up having to pay, he

Dale said he was drawn to accounting because said.
his uncle, whom he admired, was a CPA at one The couple said they're always looking for vol-
time. . unteers, anyone good with numbers. They have a

"I knew I didn't want to farm," Dale said. former banker and one retired CPA on the crew
Many of his years were spent as an auditor for besides Dale.

a national firm based in El Paso. After he left that "We're not competing with places like H&R
work, he was hired as controller for the Isleta Block," he said. "We're just helping out folks who
Independent School District, where Sharon was need help and can't afford a fee." .
school secretary. "Thegroup plans to use three computers donat-

While in EI Paso, he heard a radio advertise- ed to the senior center by Eastern New Mexico
ment for tax aid by the American Association of University-Ruidoso next year.
Retired Persons. ''We didn't get them in time for this year,

"I thought that was something I'd like to do although we may try a few toward the end," Dale
when I retired," Dale said. When that time came, said. The laSt day help will be offered is April 11.
the couple was tired of the smog, traffic and crime Volunteers are at the center on Thursday and
in EI Paso. They moved to Ruidoso for ~ big Friday. The tax aid effort and other functions at
change. At that time, the only free tax help was . the center would benefit greatly from the donation
offered by a local church and the director of the of a copy machine, he said.

DIANNE STALLINGS/STAFF

Dale Miller and his wife, Sharon, started doing tax returns for frf:;il12 years ago, they were all alone. NQw with 15 volunteers,
they in agrowth field, In one recent week, the volunteers handled 70 returns.

The Millers grew
up in Kansas on farms
about a mile apart in

"•

'- ,.
.. '-. _.-..

~

DIANNE STALLINGS/STAFF

Sharon Miller and husband Dale came
from Kansas, but their career option con
tinues into their retirement.

Rll/)( lS( I 1'0'1:'\1:" STAff \l'RTlF.R

BYOWIISIRl.UHGS

With the arrival of
spring, when tax
time rolls around
each year, it's time
to visit the

Not many people spend their lives being
paid to pore over figures and tally
accounts, and then donate much of their

retirement time to the same work for free.
But for the past 12. years, Dale and Sharon

Miller volunteered their time helping primarily
the elderly and lower- to middle-income residents
of Lincoln County prepare their tax returns at the
Ruidoso Senior Center.

"There's no dollar figure cut-off," Dale said. "I
tried for a few years to set one and kept breaking
it. It's more how complicated and difficult a return
. "IS.

The Millers started alone, working on about 75
returns the first year. In 2002, with a crew of 15
volunteers, 766 returns were prepared.

The reward comes
when they see relief on
the faces of those ill
equipped to figure out
the complicated forms
or when someone
receives an unexpected
refund.

"They don't realize
they can claim earned
income credit or a
reqate from the state,"
Dale said. "This one
woman at a satellite
office had a couple of
children and knew she
would get back some

f withholding, but when
• we finished, it was

" • more than $4,000 with
. '~., ~ the earned income
~ credit. She was so

.....~~~~:;~~~ excited, she jumped up
and danced around."

Artisr Linda Miller gives a boost to the Historical Society

UNCOLN
TRAILS
ROSAIJF. [)I'N1.AP

Lincoln County Historical Society,
members have begun their fund rais
ing for the year 2003. Linda Miller has
donated an artist's proof of her paint
ing "The Wedding Dress."

She was recently nominated for the
Governor's Award for Excellence in
Arts. This very prestigious award will
be presented in the fall 0£2003.

Because of her incredible skill and
dedication .to detail, Linda has become
known worldwide.

Many of here paintings hang in
noted galleries in Dallas, Ft. Worth
and EI Paso, Texas; and Roswell and
Santa Fe, where they grace the offices

of N.M. Secretary of State Rebecca
Vigil-Giron. Like the movie,Oscar, ,it is
an honor just to be nominated.

Everyone wish~s her luck and are
pleased that she has donated the proof
to the LCHS for their 2003 fund raiser

The painting can be seen in color at
www.lchs-nm.com or call 653-4821 or
653-4762 for further information.

Isn't it fun traveling today?
We have gone by way d Carrizozo

to ~ttend a basketball game at NMSU,
to escape the Highway 70 road con
struction. But when we- got to Organ,
east of' Las Cruces, they really ha"e

the highway tom Up'; you feel like you
are going through a maze.

And now we have lost all our dri
ving "landmarks." We feellikl! we are
approaching a BIG city.

Bob, Linda, Beth and Kendra H~rt

said to tell everyone "Hello." The girls
are really growing up. Beth is as tall
as I am.

The Dunlaps attended a health'care
program in Roswell Friday then visit
ed with her mother, Christina
McKinley in Portales.

Susie (Shrec) and Dick Kuns of

Scottsdale are visiting in Lincoln.

Although it isn't quite spring yet,
we have had beautiful weather the
past week - but we still have the
wind.

Our condolences to Jeanette Smoot
and her family.

Everyone have fun on &t. Patrick's
Day.,

My hearing aids are on the blink
and I am having clifficulty hearing, so
not much news this week.'
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