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S{·tpPORTS)
OllAr' TROOP.

"~" .. ,
F....at II. types and yellOW ribbons for American's C8P,ttl' .SOl·
dlers. can be seen at homes and businesses arourRl,UnOOIl'rCounty.

Laura Reynolds, owner of Print Write Now, and Elmaria "Mars" little Spotted
Horse, illustrator/designer, hand out patriotic bumper stickers modeled after the
larger banner.
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BY DIANNE STAWNGS

When she read the words of doubt written to
her 7-year-old grandson by his father, stationed
in the Middle East, Michele Malpica knew she
had to do something to show support,

"My son-in-law, Thomas Lavoie, has been
gone since the end of January," Malpica said
Wednesday~ "He's a Marine attached to the 3rd
Infantry Division, the one 19 miles outside of
Baghdad.

"They can't send letters and e-mails now, but
toward the beginning of the war, he did. He wrote
that the troops were hearing about the protests in
the U.S. Then he wrote a hand-written letter to
his son, Tyler, and said, 'Please don't hate me. rm
doing what we think is necessary to protect the
country and to keep our families safe.'

"From what they were seeing and hearing, the
troops are afraid this will be a repeat of Vietnam
and that no one is behind them. They feel all alone, It
made me feel terrible."

Her daughter, Theresa, suggested creating a poster to
send to the division. Malpica is an artist, who goes by the ,.
name of Misha. But then Malpica read a story in the
Ruidoso News about Lincoln County Commissioner Leo
Martinez putting up a "Support Our Troop~" sign. She
called him and they discussed a banner that could be
signed by people in town and shipped to the platoon.

The banner was designed and printed by Print Write
Now, the project was arranged by Dick Weber and over
seen by print shop owner Laura Reynolds and Shawn
O'Connor in production and design. Malpica said Martinez
will keep it a few days at his Chileo's restaurant on U.S. 70
to give people or groups a chance to sign before Malpica

See BANNER, page 2A
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Michele Malpica unriJlls the banner ShOWII1Cj support for American troops she hopes will be loaded with signatures before it IS mailed to her
son-in-Iaw's platoon In Iraq

Family looks to reassure
a member who's in Iraq

say a state commission is just what's
needed to coordinate and focus the
effort. While New Mexico legislators
stripped the bill ofa $350,000 allocation
originally attached, fort advocates say
creating the commission is a solid start
toward the goal.

They cite as their model Fort
Robinson in Nebraska, which is situat
ed in a more isolated location, required
more rebuilding and yet, still generates
a profit for the state from annual
tourist and convention group visits.

.------------------------'--------------------,

Commission to be createdriext; worried supporters breathe sigh of relief
~~,

~: 7"',r"""' ".RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

BY mMNE SIII.l.INGS

See SESSION, page 3A
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McKnight:
Two deputies
save Dloney
BY DIANNE SDI.UNGS MIff ..
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

Legislators
bring cash
to village
• But some new laws will
mean more work for Ruidoso
officials and employees.

BY DIANNE STAWNGS

Thanks to the support of state rep-
resentatives and senators elected
from Lincoln County, Ruidoso is slat
ed to receive $450,000 in capital out
lay money toward construction of a
new main fire station in School House
Park, said lobbyist John Underwood,

The village requested $500,000,
All capital outlay allocation are sub-
ject to the governor's signature.

A bill that authorizes municipali
ties to require the clean-up of vacant
lots and to charge a fee for the waste
collected was passed by both houses
and also was sent to the governor for
his signature, said Underwood, who
also is village attorney,

"We're the most affected," he said,
adding that other municipalities were
happy to see Ruidoso take the lead
after they understood the concept
The bill passed the senate as part of a
consent agenda approved at 11:15
a.m. on the last day of the legislative
session that closed at noon March 22,
he said.

Ruidoso is pioneering efforts to
reduce the hazard of wildfire by pass
ing new rules for construction and
landscaping, as well as offering cost
sharing programs for private land
owners working to decrease fuel for

By choosing to augment the
assignments of two existing depart
ment heads, instead ofhiring one new
deputy manager, village manager
Lorri McKnight said the Ruidoso
saved about $20,000 annually.

Although she previously
announced her decision to split the
position between village planning
director Mike Runnels and special
projects director Cleatus Richards.,
McKnight was working out job
descriptions and salary particulars.

By Thursday, she was ready to
release the details.

"We advertised for a deputy man
ager with a bottom range of $62,286
annually for someone' with no
degree," she said "With a fo~year

degree, that figure went up 5 percent
to'about $54,900."

She took Runnels, who was earn

See MANAGER, page 2A

A bill passed by the state Legislature
that would create a Fort Stanton

. Commission was signed by Gov. Bill
Richardson Wednesday afternoon,
causing Lincoln County manager 'Ibm
Stewart and other fort supporters to
rejoice.

Backers of the proposal, to develop
the 1855 fort into a living museum,
educational center and trail riding hub

This team might
just save your
life some day
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MOUNTAIN ASIDES
Small voices give
inSight to big picture

6A BUSINESS
Small tribal
businesses may get
more federal aid
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COUNTY
PLAY IT AGAIN
Army band lending
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to Lincoln County
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Gooch tourney
brings dozens of
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700 to attend conference
Humble Enco service sta

tion managers from four states
will meet in Ruidoso, April 7, 8
and 9,' E. C. Pendery, Area
Retail Sales Manager,
announced this week in
Midland, Tex.

"This is the 9th annual ser
vice station convention to be
held in the Midland area ofthe
Marketing Department of the
Humble Oil and Refining
Company," Pendery said

LINCOLN COUNlY SCRAPBOOK

APm3,1953

Hondo Private in Korea
Army Pvt. Willie J.

Sutherland, whose sister, Mrs.
Emelia S. Torrez, lives in
Hondo"recently joined the ,2d '
Infantry Division in Korea.. '.,

'The 2d Division captured
"Heartbreak Ridge" in October
1951 and took "Old'Baldy" last
July.

Private Sutherland was for
merly stationed at Camp
Chaffee, Ark., and attended
Hondo High school before that.

APml,l?')3

Cheerleaders 2nd at state
The Ruidoso Warrior cheer

leaders definitely have some
thing to cheer about this week., .

The 15-memberteambecame
the state runner-up in the class
AAA cheerleading competition
after participating for only the
seoond time in the school's hist0
ry at the University of New
Mexico Pit at Albuquerque.
Close to 8,000 people, including
many parents and mends from
Ruidoso, were on hand to' watm·
the competition.

lookirig ,
baCK.

APIm.~, 1973

decide how and if they can support the team. For the der signs with Huskies
last two years the County Commission has offered Blane Miller, outstanding

, support. Requests are also submitted to various Ruidoso High School athlete
foundations, and last year, for the first time, the and twi~ selected United
Hubbard Foundation awarded a grant to the team, Press 'International "Back of
enabling it to renovate the trailer used at base camp. the Year" for New Mexico
Electricity was added, a generator, a table that folds Class AA football, has signed a
against the wall, shelves and interior lights. national letter of intent to

"'The group bought it 10 years ago, pulled by an '84 attend the University of
Suburban the village owns and gave us the use of," Washington on a football
Sharon Lurix said. I scholarship.

In addition,said Rich Obergfeld, treasurer, the I

group has a Jeep that doesn't ron and an '83 or '84 , APm 4, 19831- -
Bronco the county owns. ' M airpo

The trailer and volunteers are hauled out to a ovement on rt
position as near as possible to where the person was A decision may be reached
reported to have been lost, such as the trailhead from within the next few' months
Nogal Peak. The White Mountain team may be over which site to pursue on
called to search for lost people in other areas, and has Fort Stanton Mesa for a
gone to Las Cruces and Cloudcroft on occasion. Other regional airport, according to
teams from around the state have also been called to Judith Espinosa, secretary of
searches in Lincoln County. the state Department of

A typical search, ShR,ron Lurix said, "would I>e'~ Transportation.
visitor who had decided to enjoy the outdoors, has a Espinosa toured the mesa
minimal trail map experience, goes up on one of the with state Aviation Division
canyon trails and all of a sudden they don't know director Bob White and Sierra
where they are. The people at their home base keep Blanca Airport Commission
waiting, and usually somebody calls 911 and says, chairman Fred Heckman
'I've got a family member that's been missing since Tuesday to acquaint herself
10 o'clock this morning,' and then the State Police with the two preferred airport
makes the decision if it's appropriate to call out sites.
Search and Rescue."

The most exciting searches, she said, "are the ones
that have been up on the mountain and we get to
spend all night on Ski Apache in the White Mountain
Wilderness looking and searching for people.

"It's always exciting to find the person healthy
and alive and thankful to get back with their fami
lies," she said. "That's really the reward."

The White Mountain team needs more members
for a variety of tasks - groWld pOWlding, base'camp
mission operations, general support and community ,
involvement, fund raising, recruiting, vehicle and
equipment maintenance and community outreach.

To find out more about White MOWltain Search
and Rescue, attend one of the monthly meetings at 7
p.rit the third Monday of each month at the Ruidoso
Police Department training facilities, 1085 Mechem

. Drive, or call for information at 378-5237.

i ' i

Above These cheerful faces indicate
that the ground pounders of White

,Mountain Search and Rescue are staging
afake search as they plot locations on
the map at base camp.

Right The local team is proud of the
vehicles it has now to drive close to the
vicinity of aperson reported lost.

women, said Gary Harmon, vice
president. '

The incident commander is
the State Police and there are

two or three area commanders
in the state. Once in charge

of a base camp, Mike
Lowe, field coordinator, is the acting incident

commander. At the base camp are volun
teer section chiefs in charge of planning,

operations and logistics.
. All ground pounders stay in radio
contact with the base camp and

check in every 15 or 20 minutes
to give their bearings with the

GPS, and these are plotted
on maps.

"We're one of the few
teams in the state

with training and
equipment for
downed-aircraft
search," Rich Lurix

said. "We have found several crashed aircraft, the
(downed) twin engine in 1999 east ofthe airport."

Each team purchases its own equipment and the
gear packs volunteers use on searches. Sharon Lurix
said flyers are sent out in Ruidoso Valley Chamber of
Commerce mailings, and once a year the team sub
mits a budget and request to the Lincoln County
Commission in the spring so commissioners can

White MO.untain...

Some of tile ......... of the hasty team, or ground pounders, demonstrate aline search for clues to the whereabouts of an
imaginary person lost at Cedar Creek Park.

'Photos by Sa~dy Suggitt

Eight times in 2002, the White MOWltain Search
and Rescue team went out in search of lost people: a
hunter, a teenage runaway, a lost child, three lost
hikers imd two missing people.

"We.have 15 active members and we would love it
to grow to 25 or more," said Sharon Lurix, who is
active in the organization. "It's a volunteer organiza
tion and not everyone can go on every search."

Training is provided, and volunteers are expected
to go out on mock searches before going out on an
active mission. The team has local field training once
a month, a regular team meeting the third Monday
ofevery month, and a social hike to which others are
invited, she said.

Volunteers learn wilderness survival rules, how to
find their way with a map and compass, how to read
topographical maps, use of a Global Positioning
System, what gear to pack, radio communication,
basic first aid,. orientation to the incident command
system and other skills in order to obtain state certi·
fication.

Because Search and Rescue is a quick-response
team, the field search volunteers, or "ground
pounders," must be able to respond within an hour
of a mobilization call. Other volunteers stay at
the base camp and maintain radio communi
cation with those in the field J!nd plan logis
tics.

The team - and perhaps others
from Alamogordo, Las Cruces and
aroWld the state - would be called
out 'by the New Mexico State
Police, and Lurix, who is also

.. the call-up person, would call
the team members.

"Typically the search
es are in the dark
when someone
reports to the State
Police that someone
is lost," said Rich
Lurix, president of the White Mountain team. The
New Mexico State Police determines if a field search
is appropriate and usually locals perform the first
searches.

"Frequently it's an all-night-Iong searching with a
flashlight, and teams come in to replace us in the
morning," he said.

Half of the local team of ground pounders are

't , ,,

System Board attended the NoM. Rural
Water users Associatim's annual meefirJg
inAIbuquaque lastweek.1beycame lOne
'1htmIday in the YJind.

'lbe linm1n 8Jinning Bees am' getting
hodtmsOOednJewlthtJmDDdh\y~
andgeUiognewmembers;~~
amCXlltadRa1pb.at,thela~~'1:'

The 'Lincoln County LodgemT.
Committee met in LincolnW".

Also open now is the Tunstall Store. It
seems like spring has finally anived in
Linooln

'IbeAnderson-FmemanMuseum isbusy
planningfurfutmeadivities.1beDr. Woods
home is nearl;yemptyciitB cmtents, having
itsnewtempcn1nyhmneat the lAma House
during the m3tnrati<m ofthe docfxaIs home.
1beaJsoa:re~havingseveraladiv

itieB furPreservationWeekin~.

1be Wortley Hotel will be open to the Phoebe ~, Ira Rabke· and Ralph
pub1icApril6. I(vlePmT,iS 8gnin managing Dunlap, members of the tmmln. Water

The McArthurs had their two grand
sons, Aaron ~ooper and Dillon M.
McArthur of Roswell with them last
week. Itwas the youngsters springbreak.

, Iinooln has'been seeing quite a few stu
dentson theirspringbteBksvisitingIinoo1n.

Aspring surprise for county residents
April is upon us, and where does the The cedars are still bursting with the restauranf,andweallameqjoyherdeli-

time go? I guess you' would say March their pollen and we still have to look for- cious meals. It will be great to be~ to eat
came in like a lion and went out as a ward to the elm and cottonwood trees to a quirk meal now.
lamb? Everyone was surprised to wake bloom. Those who are suffering from the
up to a nice snow cover Friday morning. allergies are having a lot of problems.

And there seems to be a lot ofcolds this
year. A sttange year to say the least.,Charlie Lee of Alamogordo passed

away this weekend. He was a well
known pioneer rancher and active in
so many agriculture groups and activ
ities. He· will be sadly missed. bl
many.

~newsonRufuShannoo.Soo
has been very ill but is now breathing
on her own and feeling so much bet
ter. Her daughter.a.lI. has kept us all
informed on her progress.
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