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al government for Medicare reim
bursements. The goal was to level +
charges flCT088 the nation because
they varied 8t1bBttmtiBlly from one
area of the country to another and
from cities to rural areas.

The experts came up with five
base rates depending on the JeveJ
of service and with supplies and
most other auxiliary costs built
into those figures. But rural areas
were hurt by the plan. Unlike
cities such Albuquerque, where
ambulances only travel a few miles
to calls and have a consistently
heavy case load, rural services
must maintain staff and equip
ment for calls that tie up both for
hOUTS to transport patients to hos
pitals, Stover said. The wear on the
ambulances is greater for each call.
The pace of calls could vary from
one a day to 10 or more.

Several rural services were

See RATES, page 2A

intersection, said he felt badly
because based on reports from
state Highway and
Transportation Department and
Hale officialB, he was assuring
everyone the work soon would
wrap up.

J. R. Baumann. Ruidoso street
department administrator.
attended the meeting of the pro
ject task force and explained that
Hale ran into problems with the
grades on the southern lanes of
the highway.

"They hope to have new mea
surements today," he said
Thursday. "They still hope by
May 23 to have those two lanes
with curb and gutter completed.
But because of grade problema, if

Sec HIGHWAY, page ].A
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Rates for ambulance services
involving more than a few miles of
travel are going up.

The rates already were
approved for the state by the
Public Regulation Commission on
April 1, and were adopted Tuesday
by the Ruidoso Village Council.
The Lincoln County CoID.lIlisBion
approved the tariffs in March con
tingent on passage by the PRe.
This is the first local increase since
1993.

Jim Stover, administrator of the
county and village's emergency
medical services, explained that
the process of recalculating tariffs
started four years ago by the feder-

RUIIlOSO NEWS STAJ1F WRfI1!R

moo R1QUMn'AFF

Laat friday was aparticularly special one for Sierra Vista Primary student
Tyler Dowling. He was awarded aCharacter Counts recognition during an
assemblvat the school, and was presented the award by his father, Bill, who
had just returned from Israel, where he was stationed for four months as a
Patriot Missile officer during the Iraq conflict. The senior Dowling had returned
that day, and Tyler was understandably excited. 81 was just really happy to see
him back.n he said.

Rural ambulance
rates see big jump

DADDY'S HOME

• But most local trips will
actually see a slight drop
under the new plan.

.,....muJICS

State highway officials and the
contractor working on U.S. 70
southwest of Ruidoso emerged
from a meeting Wednesday ver
bally battered because of project
delays that UV1Y impact the com
munity's nu.ijor touriBt season.

Owners of businesses along the
intersection of U.S. 70 and State
Route 48 are upset that for more
than six weekB their entrances
were disturbed by the work ofJ.C.
Hale Contracting Company as
part of a widening project on the
federal highway.

Leo Martinez, 8 Lincoln
County commissioner and owner
of Chileo's Restaurant at that

BY DWiNE SIlWNGS

Shop owners
grill officials
.(or 'V' delays

The measure will allow the conserva
tion and reuse of about 30 acre-feet of
water per year, said Larry Grasmick,
water/wastewater director. An acre foot

equates to about 325,800
gallons of water.

The project was number
one on the department's pri
ority list. The water now is
flushed below the dam and
is lost to the village,
Grasmick said. Currently,
surface water from Eagle
Creek and Alto Lake, and
well water from North Fork,
Brown and Green wells

enter the plant and filters catch the solids.
The fine sediments must be flushed out of
the filters with treated water from the vil
lage's half-million gallon storage tanks
and that water is wasted. he said.

Under the new plan, the water would
be collected in concrete basins to the side
of the plant to allow the sediments to set

See WATER, page 2A
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"We can'
afford to let
this water go
past 05."

Larry Grasmick
village water consultant
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.Vi...........".. relaxes~nfM oartfM Offfi~~le1.'1tlfmy surround-
Wby the protective arms of agiant cat chair w2ted by artist Karen Pritchett of Animalia

'Wasted' water could be saved

CAT LAP

A new system designed to reclaim and
reuse water now "wasted" at
Ruidoso's Alto Crest water
treatment plant could be
operational by the end of the
year.

Village councilors
Tuesday approved a $30,860
task order for the water engi
neering firm Wilson &
Company to complete pl8..Q8
and specifications for the
decant system project. which
will include large basins to conect. store
and return otherwise discarded water for
treatment and use in the domestic supply.

Water discharged into the Ruidoso
River must meet federal Environmental
Protection Agency quality standards, "so
we might as well recover and clean it (for
domestic use)," 8 water consultant
observed.

Village hires firm ~o design system to reclaim trealmem plant water

Tribe, village seek tourism partnership
radio and newspapers. That's the primary
market for the travel centA!r, be said, adding
that a broader regional approach will be
used for the Qpening of the new 277~rooril

Inn and casino in November or December
2004.

"We'll start offwith a bang," he said, tar-
.J geting new and existing customers.

Mescalero and Ruidoso should be partr Until the new Inp opens, a hunting lodge,
ners in trying to draw visitors to the area. a two restaurants, Ii golf rourse and Casino
spokesman for the Inn of' the Mountain Apache remain open. Business stayed at the
Gods told village councilors Tuesday. 88IDe level or above the niark of the prior

Construction of the new $85 million year, even though the Inn was closed, he
hotel, casino, spa and convention center at said.
the Inn site on the shore of Lake Mescalero "Wftve created a partnership with 11 or
will not add many new rooms to the local 12 Ruidoso hotels and we hope- to expand
inventory. The business spillover should that list," he said In a direct mailing cam
benefit everyone. said Brian Panish, mar- paign to 40,000 cust.omeTB, that partnership
keting directm for the InD. with area hotels was mentioned and Inn

The Travel Center, a gambling, gasoline staff also facilitates bookings. said PImiah,
and restaurant complet on U.S. 70 will open who mentionedhis 18years ofgaming~relat
May 23, he said A llU\ior adverlising cam-· ed experience, most recently in Las Vegas.
paign, focused on a 150-miIe radius around The marketing approach fur the future
Ruidoso, will consistofbillboards, television, see PARTNER, page 2A

• An Inn of the Mountain Gods
spokesman said it already has joined
forces with several Ruidoso hotels.

BY"SIIllIIGS

Golf tournament
to help victims of
disastrous wildfires

INSIDE

FULL POTENnAL
Warrior nine finally
show full strength
in first district win
over Portales

4A OPINION
MOUNTAIN ASIDES
Wmding through
Ruidoso not easy

Carrizow museum
opens Saturday;
legislators talk cash
with Capitan

Ie HOME&
FAMIlY

Ie ivAMoNOSI
Gallery WalK to
feature adifferent
cowboy swing

U BUSINESS
Chamber head says
goodbye after
accomplishing goal
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love

paintings. Eventually, he'd like to
paint some golfing cowgirls to 'make
them funny 8S well as beautiful. He's
hoping to have prints of his more
recent comic painting, "Ricochet," for
the opening at Studio W. In the
work, his two cowpokes hit a ball
into some rocks, but the ball comes
back and knocks one of them sprawl
ing on the ground while the other
pours water on his head.

His enonnously popular golfing
cowboys series leans toward the
slapstick, and Houston and his mod
els, Charlie Coppinger and Wayne
Ramey, seem to have a riot setting
up the scenes.

Although Houston plays golf, nei
ther of his models does, and that

suits the artist just fine.
"I tell them I don't

want them taking any
lessons," he said. "They
don't play golf and I
practically paid them
not to take le88on8."

The three have been
friends about 15 years,
meeting when Ramey
shoed horses for
Houston's father-iD-Iaw
in the White MountailUl
of Ariwna.

"They
COURTfgy B'lUDIO W

\t't. HOUSTON, page 7C

tor's items for the past 10 years.
Houston's been featured in People
Magazine, Southwest Airlines In
Flight Magazine, Golf Illustrated
and Sports Illustrated, and has
prints of his paintings selling in
mQre than 200 stores across the
country.

The Arizona artist will be at
Studio W for the Art After Hours
Gallery Walk as well as Saturday
from noon to 4 p.m., and he's work
ing on four or five new paintings for
the show, he said in a telephone
interview earlier this week.

Most of these, he said, are serious
Western art, or Western American
realism depicting scenes froUl Texas
to California and Borne 1930s oo:wgiri

SECTION C

..
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFP WRITI!R,

Art After Hours Gallery Walks
has traded places with Art in Public
Places and will be the second Friday
of every month from May through
September this year, one of many
events sponsored by the Ruidoso
Arts Commission.

The first Gallery Walk of the year
will be from 5 to 8 p.m. May 9 and
features The Adobe, McMahon Fine
Art, Studio W and Jack of All Arts.

A special guest at Studio Ws
reception will be painter Russell
Houston, whose humorous paintings
of golfing cowboys have graced the
covers of magazines and been collee-

Gallery Walk a swingin' scene
BY SANDY succm

U. CowboJ SWIng: by Russell Houston

RUIDOSO NEWS
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COURTUl B'lUDIO W

Russell Houlton's pamtlflgs ~kJve been leatured 10 several publications, from People
Magazme to Sports IIluSfrated "The Wrltlnq's on !tIe Wall" IS shown above

Carrizozo 5 de Mayo starts early PACIAC PERFORMANCE

+

COURTISY RHS

Ruidoso High School will take on an exolic theme thIS weekend With the drama
department's performance of 'South PacIfic· More information IS on page 2C

raux~) '<1'11'\ \1AH II'KIlUI

and look at the artR and crafts, watch
the dancerR, nibble on the foodR and at
11:30 a.m. watch the Hynchronized rid

Camz.ozo'R 5 de Mayo party Rt.8.rt.El ern in the Lincoln County office parking
tomorrow, two days early and early in lot. At noon on 12th Street, sidewalk

. the morning with an all..you-can-eat art. will bejud,ged 'ftDd prizes awarded,
pancake breakfast 8pOTlflOl"OO by the and from noon to 2 p.m. Dan Barrett
Zia &nior Center, 7:30-9::-l0 a.m., for will have a Rtorytelling contest going on
$fi pPT pernon at the old Yuoca Bar on 12th Street.

(ri't that down and walk around a 'Tm inviting people to Rhare their
bit before the parade that startB at 10 stories. There are plenty of places to sit
a.m. at Central and E avenues, turns down with a living room atmosphere
onto 12th Street and ends at the park. on the porch outside to get quality
The Lmcoln County Sheriffs Posse will memories," Barrett said, "It's a much
be in the parade 8R well 8R custom cars loved buil~ people fltnp by to photo
and trucks, the synchronized equestri- graph it and there have been flO many
an group, Escammuzo, horse-<irawn stories already told by pasRersby I
wagons, tloatR from the Women's Club thought it would be fun, I would like to
and the Carriww Yacht Club, the fire grow it into a regular reunion in the

CDURTfSY and police departments, Pizzazow and future,"
MeIIbers of Escaramuzo, or tTick flders, others - in all about 40 entries. The prize for the best storyteller is a
wilT perfOrm twice during the festival After that, walk around some more See CARRIZOZO, rage 2C

-- -----------~

The many wonders and mysteries of (he Colossal Colon
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DAVE'S WOIlLD

TRIIUNE MeOlA SERVICES

So there I was, on hands and knees,
crawling through a 4O-foot long, four
foot-high, human colon.

It wasn't a real colon, of course. No
human has a colon that size, except
maybe Marlon Brando, and rm sure he
has security people to prevent media
access.

No, this was a replica. It's called the
Colossal Colon, and rm not making it
up. It was conceived of by a 26-year~ld

cancer survivor named Molly McMaster
as a way to get people to talk about
their colons. This is a topic that most
people don't even like to THINK about.
I sure don't, and I bet you don't. But if
you never talk to.your doctor about your
colon, you might never get acreened for
colon 'cancer - the second leading cause
ofcancer death, though it's preventable
- and you could die, and THEN think
how you'd feel.

Tllat's the idea behind the Colossal
Colon, which is currently traveling
around the nation on a 2O-city tour (to
see if it's coming to your area, check
ColossalColon.oom). I caught up with
the oolon in South Beach, a part .of
Miami Beach knoWn for sopbisti«:atiim
and glamour. You can barely swing
your arms there without 8trilciDg an
international supermodel, or a Rolling
Stone, or, at the bare minimum, a

Baldwin brother. I felt that the Colossal
Colon fit right in.

The colon was set up inside an air
conditioned tent, along with displays of
helpful infonnation, including a list of
"DOs" and "DON'Ts" for visitors.
Among the DON'Ts were: "DON'T stop
for long periods of time inside of the
Colossal Colon" and "DON'T homeplay
inside of the Colossal Colon." I thought
the wisest advice was: "DON'T leave
your children unattended."

If you're a parent, there are few
experiences more embarrassing than
when you report a missing child to the
police, and the officer asks you where
you last saw little Tiffany, and you
have to answer: "She was entering a
giant colon."

The Colossal Colon, shaped like
huge "C," is .made from pl~ood and
polyurethane foam. It has been sculpt
ed and painted to look very realistic, so
much so that I was frankly reluctant to
crawl inside. I was worried about how
far they carried the realism. I mean,
what if you got deep inside there, and
you 'Suddenly were confronted, fun
house-atyle, by some guy wearing a C08

tume depi~ an educational colon
dwelling character,· such as Tommy
Tapeworm, or, God forbid, Fred Food?

Fortunately, this did not happen.

But the journey through the Colossal
Colon is no walk in the park. You start
out at the end labeled "Healthy Colon,"
and for a short while it's a pleasant
enough crawl. But pretty soon you start
running into bad things: first Crohn's
diRease, then diverticulosis, then
polyps, then precancerous polyps, then
colon cancer, then advanced colon can
cer, and finally - just when you see the
light at the end of the tunnel, and start
to think you're safe - you find yourself
face to face (so to speak) with one of
mankind's worst nightmares:
Hemorrhoids the size of regulation
NFL footballs.

Shaken? You bet I was shaken. It
was with weak knees that I emerged
from the end of the colon (medical
name: "The Geraldo"). There I was
asked by a member of the Colossal
Colon's entourage (yes, it h~s an
entourage) to sign a pledge profmsing
to consult with my doctor about my
colon. I signed the pledge, although to
be honest, I did not consult with' my
doctor., I consulted instead with my
friend and longtimtl medical advisor
Gene Weingarten, \ who is widely
acknowledged to tie the foremost
hypochondriac practicing in America
today.

Gene tol~ me that he'd, been

scrpened for colon cancer, and that the
procedure was not nearly as bad 8R I
imagined. This is good, because I imag
ined that it involved a large, cruel med
ical technician named "Horst'" and
70,000 feet of chairlift cable. But Gene
asRured me that it'H nothing like that,
and that they make you very comfort
able (by which I mean "give you
drugR~). Gene says they make you so
tomfortable that you11 be laughing and
exchanging "high fives" with Horst
(make sure he washes his hands first).

So rm going to get the screening,
darn it. I hope you do, too, assuming
you actually get to see this column. I
suspeet some editom will decide not to
print it, because it contaills explicit
words that some readers may find dis
tasteful, such as "Geraldo." If you're
one of those readers, I apologize if I
offended you. But remember: I'm writ
ing this because maybe - just maybe 
it will save your life.

Ha hal Not really. I'm writing this
lm:ause I'm a humor columnist, and
there was a giant colon in town,

But get yourself screened anyway.

Dave Barry is a columnist for the
Miami Herald. Write to him c/o The
Miami Herald, One Herald Plaza,
Miami, FL 33132. .
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Mine plant plaoned
C.E. Degner, president of

the New Mexico Copper
Corporation, stated to the
Lincoln County News thiS week
that the film has obtained 40
acres of land approximately a
mile east ofCarrizozo on which
to build its conoontl'ation.
, Ores will be handled from
the Conqueror Mine in the Red
Cloud mining district; also, the
mill being centrally located, it
willp~ company ore out of
the Sierra Blanca district.

MAY 4.t !9.J3
'Let there be Hghf

Arthur Bell, New Mexico
State Highway Department
representative, met this week
with Ruidoso Mayor Leon
Farrar and Village Manager
J'un Hine to discuss the pro.
posed traffic light at the comer
ofSudderth and Mechem drives
inRuidooo...

BeD said the work probably
would be begun this summer
and should be completed by
September. .

State Highway o.fficia1s had
promised that the light would
be installed byLabor Dayoflast
year.

MAYS,I983

The &nit picture
The fruit picture is not quite

complete. However some who
had thought the apples w~
gone for this year, are now sa1."
ing that the buds made a sec
ond beginning, and that, won
der of wonders, the trees~
vived.the historic late blizzard..

Be that as it may, one wayor
other, we arebeginningaspring'
season full ofblessings.

.-DanklAgMw Storm

MAY 6, 1993

Parking tab coming
A kinder, gentler Ruidoso

Planning Commission passed
all applications Monday that
planning director Cleatus
Richards recommended todeny.

The argument was over the I

issueofpar~inMidrownin a
seriesof~ requests.

.looking.'
baCK

M.w3,1963

Bmk1osnot~

The 11 break-ins that
. OCCUlTed over a five-day period

last 'week in Ruidoso were still
not solved this week. Monday,'
Marshall T. J:' Sanders stated
that he might have a clue in a
couple reported to have been
patients in several Oklahoma
and Texas mental institutioDs.•.

The break-ins lastweekwere
Tucker's Variety Store, twice;
Baker's Pharmacy, twice:
Conoco Station, twice;
American Legion Hall, Ruidoso
Food Mart and Ruidoeo Auto'
Supply.

COURTUV lltOMAI CHAVEZ

County, he said, from various
fundraiaers, donations and gifts.

But the operating budget
does not include disasters like
last year's Kokopelli Fire, which
cost close to $19,000, Olson
said.

"For the KokopeUi Fire, we
made the appeal to the commu-
nity and the community came I
throUgh to us for that fire ... .
The problem comes in when you
start having an the single-fami
ly fires."

For last year's big fire, the
Red Cross provided shelter, food
and mental health services,
coordinated donated housing,
fed hundreds offirefighters for
48 hours and helped serve after
the Forest Service took over.

All tlfat was done with only
one paid employee and 35 Red
Cross volunteers helping from
Las Cruces, Albuquerque,
Farmington and Hobbs - with
their travel and food expenses
paid by the local Red Cross. In
addition, volunteers find out
people's needs and write up
case records ad reports to
account for everything.

The Red Cross responds to
all kinds ofdisasters - trans
portation accidents, wind
storms, wild fires, hurricanes,
tornados and earthquakes. In
addition, it offers free training
in first aid and CPR and
responding to disasters.

"Red Cross workers are in
the second wave ofpeople to go
overseas when troops are
deployed," Olson said. "We
communicate With Falls
Church (Va.), and people there
send messages from fari:riJ.y
here to military members over
seas."

Olson said he'd like to make
,th~ golftournament a regwar
annual fundraiser. In addition
to the rose sale in March, he'd
like to add a dance in'the falt

Volunteers are alsp needed;
Olson said. Those interested
can call him at the Red Cross
office,at 257- 7579.

, ,

............ Fire is not forgotten
,

. ,

fI~watchiid as retardant was dropped ina nearby canyon by aForest servIce aIrcraft.
".. ' , .'
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BY SANIY succm No greens fees will be paid
JlIIIOOSO NEWSSTAFFWIlITfSl_. •__ • for this IS-hole low-hall four-

Men and women can tee BOme8- handicapped format
offMonday to rajse tournament, 60 all ofthe play-
money for local Red ers' fees will go to the Red

Cross disaster reliefand fire- Cross. IGAlLawrence Brothers
related support activities. It's is donating food for the lun·
the Alto Lakes Country cheon and the club staff will
ClublRed CroBB Benefit Golf cook and serve, with a Red
Tournament, and a "payback" Cross member cooking the
for Red Cross help during the brisket.
nearby 2002 KokoJK!lli Fire. It also offers a chance to win

The event starts at 9 a.m. a new Toyota Forerunner or
Monday and ends after a lun- Honda Pilot with the first hole-
cheon and awards presenta- in-one on hole No.3, sponsored
tion. Participants may sign up by Roswell Toyota and Roswell

•by'Sunday by calling the Alto Honda, with additional prizes
Lakes Pro Shop at 3364232 or for closest to the hole and
Red Cross board member Jim longest drive on chosen holes.
Banton at 336-2146. Pro Shop credit prizes will go

Il()ur goal is $35,000, and to teams finishing in the first
we're well on the way," Ranton six places: $600 for first, $400
said. for second, $350 for third, $300

"Last year, we watched 28 . for fourth, $200 for fifth, and
homes burn to the ground (in $150 for sixth.
the Kokopelli fire), and the Red Local businesses have
Cross moved in and took con- donated other prizes.
trot for three days, got people T
in touch with their families ... he individual player fee is
they fed them, gave counseling $125. Non-golfers may donate

support, found to the Red Cross through this
places for them tournament, and sponsorship
to stay ifneeded is possible at various levels:
and generally tournament benefactor, $1,000
provided an with commendation plaque,
atmosphe~ of places for four players and
support," Renton sponsor recognition; team spon-
said. ' sor, $600 with places for four

"That is the . players and team chosen by
reason that Alto sponsor; and hole sponsor,
Lakes Country $300 with place for one player
Cltib decided it is and name recognition at hole
payback time sponsor.
and therefore is Tournament sponsors
sponsoring this Mickey and Marilyn Wood got
benefit for the the fundraiaer oft'to a substan-
Red Cross." tial start with their donation of

All the money $10,000.
raised can be Local Red Cross office man-
earmarked to ager Steve Olson said the oper-
stay in Lincoln ' ating bu~e~ for the Red Cross
County by writ-- unit in :rlli1iloln County is

COURTESY moMAS CtiAm ing on the check . $30,OOO1Wbich p~ts its sole
where the money p8id e~pIOyee, Olson, in the
is to go. office from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. five

"We are rais- days a week and pays for utili~

The photographs accompanying this article were taken during the , ing money to stay ties and brQChures that are
KoleopeOi Fire by Thomas Chavez, Ruidoso's emerge1U] manager. in this area," he giver,. away. That money comes

said. . from the people ofLincoln

COURTESY maMAS CHAVEZ

FIre ntged down acanyon, pushed by S(}.mph winds.

.'

.'"
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theKoko
On a sunny morning in thf spring of
2002, a wind-drivm wilJfire roared off
the Alto mesa and down adjacent
canyons, searing everything in its path,
including 28 homes and a barn. Now,
Alto Lakes Country Club is saying
'~hanksn to the Red Cross for its help dur
ing the fire, with a benefitgolftourna
ment.

lake water was sucked into ahelicopter to fight the fire.

+
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Unknown 'Camp Capitan' a feature at new museum

~,

, Art, Craft and
, Such

'ft.ancAL,CflIAflVI\_AV.
10'1tlCLUDI ~ll" III

. IVIA10A., LIYING

~ r! .' ',~~,'tJL"~;". eN"V.
, . \ -

"Camp Capitan? For Unemployed structed dam, sidewalks, curbs, laid tele- Project ofthe WPA and later managedby mocassins. Other arts included wood~
girls? I never heard of it. rve heard of phone lines, planted trees,. and fought the National' Youth Administration work, linoleum prjnting, painting, quilt
men's camps. Are you sure? Was ·it co- forest fires, stooked la'ke§ and rivers and ' <NYA). ing and in!Jtruction in mUSical plays. At
ed?" built campgrounds. Informal instruction was given to the the end of each session, plays and light

This was the opening for my story, Camp Capitan for girls existed in the girls in English, social studieS, arith- f operas were presented. Open house was .
several years ago, for the Ruidoso News same time period. This women's camp, metic, hiarory and stenography. Allwere announced and people from Carrizozo,
.about "Camp Capitan - Educational one of a few in the.nation, ~d in given practical 'knowledge of household Capitan and the surroundilur CO~uniM
Camp for Girls." May 3, Saturday, the Lincoln County for five and a halfyears. management, ClC)Oking, meal planning, ties wereinvited~'T~
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