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The outdoor address will
be at 8:30 a.m., and the pub
lic is invited, according to
Don Dutton, who coordinat
ed Richardson's county cam
paign. Dutton now is on the
state Gaming Control
Board.

After the address and a
radio interview, the gover
nor will go 00 Carrizozo for a
speech at the municipal
building at 11 a.m. .

School board secretary Danny Sisson said the
board's deliberation after the testimony was "very
difficult, very stressful and 'Iery emotional Nobody
won in this deal There was a lot ofdeliberation"

The attorney for the school board, Frank
AJbetta of Santa Fe, was th~ hearing offirer and
will serve 88 the attorney for the school adminis
tration in the arl:ritration. Hyer said he expected to
know within a week or 10 days when that will be,
and scheduling will depend upon when an arbitra
tor and the two attorneys are available.

Hedin was served with a notice of intent 00 dis
chatge him on March 6 after cheerleading ooach
Gayla Stanaland walked inOO the training room 00
tape up a cheerleader and found Hedin and the
high school student standing in the therapy tub,
acxxmling 00 her testimony. She said the student
was wearing a tank top with a sports bta under-

See SCHOOL, page 3A

Gary Erlcssonlrom Colgate, Okla. works Pete, a$20,000
Hanging Tree Cow Dog, aspecial catahoola, Australian shep
herd and border collie mix he developed. Relaxing between
Ericsson's fegs, Johnny watches Pete perform during the
two-<Jay stock dog training clinic althe ranch 01 Dick and
Dave Cox near Nogal. The event, organized by caroline and
Denys McCoy and aided by the Wool GrOWllfS Association in
Roswell, the Uncaln County Sheriff's Posse was designed to
help owners train their stock dogs and learn about their dif
ferent "style 01 herdmg .

ROUND 'EM UP
• 0

,Gov. Bill Richardson, on
a I"town meeting" swing
thI\ough southern New
Mexico, will spend
Thursday night in Ruidoso
and make a public address
at the Ruidoso Senior
Center Friday about pro
jects funded by the
Legislature, including
$450,000 for a new main fire
station to be built adjacent
00 School House Park.

Goventor to speak in village,
Qmimzo on Friday swing

The Ruidoso School Board voted May 2 to
uphold the superintendent's recommendation to
discharge high school coach, trainer and teacher
Eddie Hedin, who decided 00 appeal the decision
with arbitration.

The causes for discharge centered around
alleged misoonduct bY- the 24-year teacher on
Marcl1 5 in being "partially clothed in the school
therapy tub with a partially nude minor student."

The open hearing involved almost 14 hours of
testimony from' six witnesses and the reading of
one deposition for the administration and six wit- .
nesses for Hedin May 1 and 2.

"We were very surprised and very disappoint
00." said Calvin Hyer, Heqms attorney. "We felt it
WOO very unfair."

C1eatus Richards, village deputy
IIlllDQgeI' fur operations. They
can report back 00 the Joint
Regional Wastewater
Trea.tment Plant Board at
another special meeting, if nee
eBBary. The board'8 regular
meeting Thursday was can
ooled.

Watem said he came up with
&Jgge8t.ed cuts in the budget
after comparing the regional
operation with similar plantB in
CarIBbad, Hobba and Aztec that
serve larger populations. The
ages of the plants and upgrades
are in line, he said.

Staffing, salaries and capital
outlay don't ooem to be the prob
lem, Watel"8 said, but the
$342.000 operating budget is
much too high. he wei. compar
ing that figure to CarlBbad at
$281,000. The oost per thousand
gallons equates to $1.68 at the
regional plant compared to

St'C PlANT, paRe 3A
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VillagB revenues remain healthy and
although BOD'Ioe cuts may be DMl88IU'Y,
councilors were feeling pretty relaxed
about the 2003-2004 budget prooo8B at
the first workBhop Monday.

A.second 8e8Bion was acheduled for
Tuesday evening when more specific dol
lar figures were to be reviewed fur the
$28.8 million budget, including a substi
tute for employee raises in line with what
the c.ounci1 approved last year.

Instead of a straight salary increase,
which would entail hikes in other associ
ated benefits and BOcial security pay
ments, the council will look at oontributr

SANDY suoom/STAFf
TIle key witness for the administration in the discharge case against Eddie
Hedin, coach, teacher and trainer, was Gayla Stanaland, cheerleading coach
and teacher, shown above at right during cross examination by Hedin's attor
ney.

Fire danger boosted to 'very high'
BY DIAIIIE SIIllIIGS .~. from it and when the ERe gets 00 a certain level
RUIOOSO NEWS SfAPP WRITI!R ~ 'W:.__,_ for five consecutive days, that detennines if we

bl,amp the danger 'lip or down!'
The ERe measures the VOlatility ofthe fuels for

wild fire in the forest., he 88id
"~it gets hotter and dryer, the fuels are more

incline in oombust," Kennedy said Some of the
factors considered are precipitation, humidity and
moisture in the plant material, called the fuel
moisture conumt.

With brisk spring winds, a stDrm can deliver a
day ofprecipitation, but the~ that follow QlD.

suck all of that moisture out of the trees within
hoursoraday ortwo, he said. Although some f0re
casts predicted rain last week, none materialized.
The wind remained unrelenting over the week
end .

The fire danger mting for the Lincoln National
Forest W88~ 00 very high Monday as high
winds and lack of precipitation continued 00 dry
out vegetation and increase the da.JmerofWUd fire.

This is the first hike sinoo niia:.March when the
rating was elevated 00 high. .

John Kennedy, asaistant fire management offi
cer for the Smokey Bear llanger District,
explained previously that the level is detennine
based on tmlds. not day-by-day changes ill the
weather. .

"What we look at is the energy release 00D1p0
nent," he~ "We:get that from a local weather
station,at the.. station. We can download,

"

Downs chief.
doubts water
plant costs
Waters asks for more sludge recycling

Hedin dismissed after hearing; plans to appeal

The budget for the regioha1
wastewater treatment plant
shared by the municipalities of
Ruidoao and Ruidoso Downs is
bloated and should be cut by 31
peroont, says RuidoBo Downs
city manager John Waters.

He also objected Monday
during a special joint board
meeting to effortB by Ruid080
officiaI.a to increalle the propor
tionate 8hare of expenses
888igned to Ruid.ooo Downs from
15 percent to 20 percent without
supporting data or input from
biB city counciL

An obviouBly irritated Lorri
McKnight, Ruidoao village man-

I agel", &Jgge8t.ed that instead of
trying to answer Watern' nuYor
pointB of criticism on the spot,
the two should meet along with
~pmnt~Jo~

Ramos, the village attorney and

I

•~uncilors not too worried in early budget meet + .

I
If..SDUJIS .~ , ing an additit:mal 2.4 percent to each lagealao imposed the maximum 1.25 per- on both categories. The village hiBt.orical-
~Nm STAfF 1Illmi • employee's state nrtimment plan. cent municipal GRT with .50 peroont Iy oollecta 93 peramt of taxes owed,

However, all pos:itionB also are evalu- dedicaWd 00 the airport, gmemting about McKnight said.
ated every other year againat.;,aimilar $949,000 annually, and .75 peroont 00 the Lodgers tax is projecWd at '750,000.
pooitkmB in other municipalities, village general fund, generating nearly $1.47 The l'tHlBtimate this year w8B high
manager lmri McKnight Baid Proposed million per year. because of a one-time, additional pay.
increases for BODle jobs will be suggested The overall gross reooipt tax refunded moot reooived on a large delinquent bal·
to maintain appropriate salary ranges. back to the village by the state for 2003- anre, the manager said.
she said 2004 is projected at $7.4 million, based on Smaller impactB include a proposal to

She alao reviewed 8OUTOO8 ofaddition- a June 30, 2003,~te of the origi- increase library fines from 5 amtB to 10
aI income open to the village such 88 a nal 2002-2003 budget of $7 million, centB per day, upping revenue projections
apecial.25 pemmt municipal capital out- upped to $7.29 million. there from $4,500 00 $5,700. -
lay gross receiptB tax that requires voter Property tax in the general fund is A rental rate increase for the senior
approval. The village already has maxed projected to increase by 4 percent, with center also is proposed from $25 00 $100
out on an allowed environmental GRT, an estimated rate of 4.539 mills for resi- with the inclusion.ofa cleaning deposit.
and has used the first .125 percent on an denti.al property and 5.882 mills for non- While village revenues are p.rqected
infrastructure GRT. To use the second residential The maximum rate that can at $24.77 million and expenses at $28.83
half would require an election. The vil- be imposed by a municipality is 7.65 mills See BUDGET, page 3A
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Area resident got
lots of experience
before obtaining

. her law degree

18 SPOIlS
MARCH TO STATE
Ruidoso's track
teams use last
regular season meet
to prep for district

6A EDucmON
ACinco de Mayo
celebration,
Capitan style
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4A OPINION
NED CANlWELL
N.M. legislature
turning into a
creature feature
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7A UNCOlN
COUNTY

Preparations
continue for the
lincoln County
Fair board
------- ----

11 GUIDE
This week's 'IV
guide is located
inside Section B
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FALL through
the Aspen leaves
to get your
subscription.

SPRING into the
weekend with the
information in our
Friday'Vamonos
section.
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• .. flo ..

or send check or
money order to:

Call '
(50S) 257·4001

Ruidoso News
P.O. Box 128

Ruidoso,Nrn4 88355

SUMMER excite·
ment ranges from
betting on
favorite jockey
to hiking a new
trail.

Out of Lincoln & Otero
Counties:

3 months: $21.00
6 months: $%7.00

1 year: $43.00

IN LINCOLN &
OTERO ,COUNTms:

3 months: $14.00
6 months: $20.00

1 year: $34.00'

~ JO'.. WINTE~E~;~: your family plans
\I with our award

*
winning Winter

\ . VISitor's Guide.

The RUIDOSO NEWS will take
YO\l through ev~ry season of

Lincoln County.
------------,
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