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ing isn't ready for July. the oompany
would shoot for a later opening.

"We still hav:e every intent of going
through this planning process to every
one's satisfactioJil," he said. "It's unfor
tUnate if anyone thought we were try
ing to bypass the rules. We were tar
geting mid..July when we foun.d out
that this piece of property would need
a redevelopment plan."

Firm officials applied for a construc
tion permit and were told no Penrlit
could be issued until the amended cotn

See STORE, page 3A

the village's ordinances. Which part of
the ordinance are we trying to ignore?"

Planners can try to be helpful, but
an amended site plan must be submit
ted and improvements specifics
approved before the project can move
forward, he said.

Interviewed Thursday, Bill
Gotsdiner, architect on the project,
said his client is committed to doing a
first-rate job on the portion of the
building and storefront that would be
used for Bealls. No one would suggest
bending the rules, he said. If the bnil~:

But Glen Barrow, chairman of the
village Planning and Zoning
Commission, said the approach didn't
sit well with him.

"I'm happy they're bringing busi
ness here, especially into an aban
doned building, but I got something
like a threat," Barrowj'Said about a
telephone conversation with a Stage
official. "I don't do well with that. What
I heard was if you won't hurry up and
bend your rules for us," the plans
might be dropped.

"I said we are appointed to enforce

Planners for the village want to
encourage new business slated for the
empty Wal-Mart building on U.S. 70,
but they're not about to bend the rules,
they said Tuesday.

Trying to meet a deadline for a July
15 grand opening, officials with Stage
Stor~s Inc., which includes BeaUs,
apparently tried to push for a speedy
handling of issues connected to the
occupation of a portion of the building.

P&Z: Bealls'.. plan needs work
Store officials aim for July opening, but say they don't want vil~\age to bend rules
BY DIANNE STAWNGS ......?I
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER . .
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County criticizes
CSI for extra costs
• The company that
manages the county jail say
medical care is one re(l<;on.

THE PET SET

BY DIANNE STAWHCS

is built to hoUBe trustees and
work release-type prisoners,
WilBon said.

"We're gettingelooe to be ready .
to pop on that," he said. "It may be
the salvation for both of us. We
can put 30 to 40 more (federal

The company that manages prisoners in the main jail) then. I
the Lincoln County Detention don't want to build the annex and
Center is asking for a $35,000 per then hear we need more staff or
month increase in its base con- anything else. I want it to be more
tract rate, increasing the aniount clear than this has been."
to $120,000. Too many of the county's pri&-

Officials with Correctional oners are being shipped to other I'

Systems Inc. cited unexpected jails where they cha.rp.more than
increased costs to .pro.videpI.O~r the cost .of.J&:eeping ..t.h&m .·in + ~i
medical care for prisoners, 'f0l'~ Carrizozo, be safcI•.. - .~"'.~ '''\
maintenance and for 8omeone' to "We're tig4t~ Vi~ltwe
man a commissary. were before we built· tt.li."d\~W

Although the com'mission 12()'bed) jail," Wilson said.
approved the hike, Chainnan Rex As far as the list orBthieve
Wilson told representatives of the ments by CSI, the chairman said,
company, "This is a tough pill to "We paid for all this stuff."
swallow. My expectation was, we A new van was purcb.aaed, sur
signed a contract. I can under- veillance upgraded, staff was
stand insurance (going up) but I trained 1lIld a new security fence
would have expected you to was installed.
absorb the additional personnel "We're paying you to do that;"
because of the contract. Wilson said. "You implemented it.

"A year from now (when the You're just going to have to give
contract expires), then we'd really us some hon~y to swallow the pill
be having a fight. I need some with." -
kind of commitment from you Commissioner Leo Martinez
that we're not going be faced with asked for a recommendation from
this again." county manager Tom Stewart.

He doesn't want any more "We had a contract good
gtaffing surprises when an annex See JAIL, page 3A

New Mexioo Game and Fish Department
and the Ruidoso Parks and &creation
Department. Sponsors providing prizes
and other help are Wal-Mart, Western
Auto, Fly's Etc. and Noisy Water Artwear.

Cordova said children should bring
their own fishing poles and bait. They have
a good ch!!Jlce of going home with a
stringer full of trout, because the lake will
be freshly stocked, he said. A representa
tive from the Dexter Fish Hawhery will be
on hand to answer questions.

Firefighters and Smokey Bear also will
greet children at a fire engine slated to be
parked on the shore of the lake.

Area youngsters get prepared for a day of fishing fun

Bait a hook, wet a line

.': DIAHHE SlAWNGSISTAFF

Fishing pole at the readY; McKenzie Nunel, 2, prOds aWiggly worm bait cradled by her sister, Ashton
Nunez. 4, as the two prepafe for the 10th Annua~ Fishing Day at Grindstone Lake Reservoir Saturday.

Pint;..sized anglers will dip their lines
into Grindstone Lake Reservoir June 7 for
the 10th Annual Fishing Day, a celebra
tion ofNational Fishing Week.

The event aimed at children 12 and
under draws participants and their par
ents from area communities. The first 200
who arrive will receive free T-shirts, said
Larry Cordova of the U.s. Forest Service.

From 10 am. to 1 p.m. oompetitions,
fishing, demonstrations and canoe rides
will be offered by staff of the Forest
Service, the Fish and Wildlife Service, the

BY DIANNE mLlJNGS
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRI1l'Jl
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'Heart' seeks adoptive parents
IV SlNDYSUGGIIT.~
RUIDOSO NIlWS STAFF WRITER l~ 'I'::r--- -------- - _.-
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Steve Olson, four years
after moving to Ruidoso,
has found a full-time job
that is filled with chal
lenges - among them,
turning Ruidoso's old
police station into a Red
Cross emergency center.

To be alocal Red Cross volunteer, call (505) 257-7579.

Positions needed now Include apublfc affairs and newslet·
ter coordinator. a training person and acommunity ser
vices person.

Donations may be sent to the American Red Cross, Uncoln
County office. P.O. Box 1455, Ruidoso, NM 88355.

Get in the action...

The Red Cross often is an invisible support system
for disasters, he said. People don't always notice all of
the work and supplies and food provided for major dis
asters, as well as the response on traffic accidents, Bin
gle-home fires, even flooding.

"We responded to 38 disasters in one year," Olson
said. "That's three a month. I am the only paid stafffor
Lincoln County. When I took over, it was supposed to
20 hours a week, but I am on call seven days a week."

The orgapization geared up for the recent war in
Iraq, keeping news flowing between family members
and those serving in the conflict.

"The most interesting aspect is that you neverknow
what you will be doing from day to day," he said.

Much of Olson's time currently is spent trying to
renovate the old holding cells and dispatch area ofthe
municipal building into a real Red Cross center.

Storage is important. The garage provides an ideal
place to keep the trailer that is loaded with supplies
cooking utensils, cots and blankets, a serving tent and
"anything we need to set up," he said.

The chapter also focuses on educational opportuni
ties for residents to learn health and safety proce
dures.

I

Two things are in short supply. Olson needs more
volunteers ofall ages and backgrounds, and the coun
ty operation needs donations.

"People don't understand'when adisaster happens
here, we struggle with covering the cost," he said. "The
commuruty comes together, but events like the
Homestead and Trap & Skeet fires cost this office
$22,000 and we received $4,000 from the community

.to pay for it."
The Kokopelli Fire, which garnered much more

publicity, paid for itSelf, he said.
"But it's hit and miss," Olson said. "Disasters go on

every day, yet disaster money for the Red Cross
nationwide is extremely low." .

. ~IANNE STALLINGS/STAFF

Olson is "control central" for volunteers when disaster strikes,

CALL Us: SANDY.SUGGI'Jl; FEATURES DESK • 257-4001 • SSUGGITI'@RUIDOSO~S.GOMPAGI8C

. DIANNE STALLINGS/STAFF

Eniergencles come in many forms - like adrowning at Grindstone Reservoir this week - and often as not the Red Cross's Steve Olson is on the
scene. His volunteer teaching soon after coming to Ruidoso in 1999 has turned into afull-time management job. '

On the run with the Red Cross
"We took possession Dec. 1, 1999," Olson said. "It

was a turnkey situation. It was in beautiful shape."
, But for Olson something still was missing. Years

WE
e one radio blares out a dispatch earlier he enrolled in a safety class and sinet> then, he'd

request for a pbssible search and rescue often thought about teaching health and safety classes
mission near Bonito Lake, another asks for the Red Cross.
for state divers to look for a drowning vic- "I knew that knowing how to do CPR (cardiopul-

tim at Grindstone Reservoir. monary resuscitation) makes a difference in emergen-
At the console, trying to listen to the broadcasts at cies and I eqjoy teaching," he said. "It was something

the same time he dials volunteers on the telephone, that I could do at my own pace. You know you're doing
Steve Olson was starting a new day as manager ofthe something good for the community."

-+ Lincoln County American Red Cross office. At that point, the Red Cross office was located in
Awillingness to volunteer to teach health and safe- the Ruidoso Valley Chamber of Commerce building

ty classes for the organization three years ago some- and was part of the Hondo Chapter based in Roswell.
how morphed into a 4O-hour-plus-per-week job that Today, the Lincoln County office is situated in the for
includes coordinating forces and materials, and mer Ruidoso Police Department building on Wingfield
responding to emergencies ranging from major fire dis- Street and is under the Southwestern New Mexico
asters to individual losses. Chapter of the American Red Cross, based in Las

"I think volunteering probably is the most reward- Cruces.
ing thing a person can do," Olson said. "But when you Olson's first disaster occurred when a church bus
know you can make a difference in somebody's life - was hit from behind by a semi-truck on U.S. 70.
that's special." "I was hooked," he said. "You arrive, size up the

Born in Colorado Springs, Colo., Olson grew up in scene for what's needed. That can be counseling or hot
San Diego, Calif., but spent most ofhis vacations work- and cold drinks, or traffic ?lntrol."
ing on the fann owned by his grandparents in '
Portales. Over the years, his involvement grew as major

"Ruidoso always was a stop on the way," he said. wildfires hit the area and shelters were set up to care
He started his working career in various capacities for evacuated and displaced homeowners.

with hotels, then spent 26 years with Sears Roebuck, "It's been a real rugged trip," Olson said. He took
his last position as automobile center mw:tager for the over the office in September 2000. By then his baptism
chain in Los Angeles. by fire already was behind him with the Cree Fire of

"I always promised myself if the day came that it May 2000. It was followed by several other house
wasn't fun anymore when I came back from a vaca- threatening blazes; the worst, called the Kokopelli
tion, I would stop," Olson said. "We had a family Fire, swept through the Alto area in March 2002 lev
reunion here at the end ofJune in 1999. I went back to eling 29 homes.
work and it wasn't fun."

Qson and his wife, Carol, put their Quartz Hill,
Calif., home up for sale, figuring they might have to
wait six months or more like their neighbors, but they
received four offers in three days. They packed up and
arrived in Ruidoso without jobs on the last day of the
Golden Aspen Motorcycle Rally in 1999.

"My mother has a vacation home here, but we did
n't know what we were going to do," Olson said. "I was
n't in ~ hurry to get involved. At the reunion, we had
talked abOut operating a' bed and bre8kfast, so we
started looking for properties."

They found Black. Bear Lodge, then up for sale on
the Internet by owner Ron Anderson, a village coup
cilor.

I

Lincoln Pageant planners prepare for Augusi.renewal·
one in Capitan. JackValenti:
plans to build a hOIile west 0:

The Rev. John Penn will J
sermon at the Episcopal
Church on Sunday, June 8.'
retirement party and roastb
honor at the ,Cree Meadows I

recently.

I Wayne and MoUy Mas
have been busy the past two
"55 Alive" driving courses. '

The classes laSted two dJ
very informative. They.ll9:Vl
classes for 12 years and are
the district. Their neXtclass
fall.

.' ." I .·._._.__"_....'~.~r· _
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and exhibit of Lincoln County sheriffs. It
should open sometime early next sprmg.

SheriffTom SUllivan's Billy the Kid pro
ject will be,good publicity. HopefulJy they
will have some answers from DNA by
then.

They hope to get~onto open the
graves ofBillYs Diother andofBrushy Bill
Roberts, who claimed to b e the Kid

We hate to see the "for sale"signs'going
up in Lincoln, but times do~ for our
citizens. We are gettingnew residents who
will be building ~ew ones or buying thOse
that are for sale. I

Lincoln County must be a good pJaoo to
live. IWe have three retired county exten
sipn agents, two in the Lincoln area and

I

• I I' "I,

GOOd news for the LincpJn State
~onuments. They have been funded by
the National City By-Ways for the history

~

Borowski is already in college, as is Mandy
I '
l\rrowsmith. ' I

The Daughterys - Earthly Greens 
have been busy with. their shows and have
a bUsy summer planned. They are now
living and have their shop in the Gary
Miller home. It is nice to have ·them bdck.
in Lincoln. I

I

Hugh Fox has his exhibit, Wercbants
Trade," at· the Tunstall Museum. Polly
Chaves' santos exhibit also is still on dis
play.

The Lincoln Pageant and Festivals
planiters held their first meeting Sunday
for this year's festivities. The, Pageant
weekend is Aug. 1 - 3. It is time to make
reservations for food and atts and crafts
booths. Some spaces are already filled.
For the pageant groundS contact Lee
GfandalI,354-8067; for the garden next to
the. Dr. Woods house, Teresa 'fhotnaSt at
the Anderson-Freeman Museum, 653
4047. Those who want on pr;ivate proper
ty must make their own contacts with the
owners. I

Congratulations to the all. high school
I and college graduates. There are already

some high school graduates entering the
college world. Lincoln's own Alena

I

'l I I

LINCOlN
TRAILS
ROSAUIl DUNLAP •,
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ALTO FUll GOLF HOME UNDER $17S,OOO!
Th,<, bflQhl Jno chpp,l,,1 hump 11J<, w()nop,f,,! oecks level access
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Why Call Anyone Else?
1-800-943-1137

Providing the service you want ... And the options you need.
Quick, Hassle-Free Mortgages.
Lower Interest Rates and Fees.
More Options Than Other Lenders.Richard Thomas,

Owner,
38 years in
mc:-:gage lending

SielTa M()rtgage -=
Corporation

, .

,, •

5788 N. Mesa • EI Paso, Texas 79912
•
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Book On line
www.ruidosoreservations.com

NM Brokers license 13789C

1103 Mechem Dr.
Ruidoso, NM 88345
800/545/9017
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--: -There's Gold in Them There Hills! Do you want to enjoy the beautiful fall colors,. .
- ~. walk in the pines? Then CONDOTEl has the perfect place for you. Our beautifully
~". -appointed private homes and condominiums are available by the day, week, or
~._~~ month. All at a price you can afford. Fireplaces, great
'-. views, fully equipped kitchens, other amenities will make
;':':your CONDOTEl experience special.

.
--::..: Ski Packages

•

',.:: Available On line

.... '..... ..,-

,~: www.skiapachevacations.com
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