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the recreation room."
But by Thursday, Stewart said things

had changed. An angry call to the archi
tect resulted in a challenge being filed to
the inspector's report.

"The architect Raid under the Uniform
Building Code, based on square footage,
more than 50 people have to be in the
room to require a seoond door, so they're
challenging his finding," Stewart said.

Other items on the relatively short
agenda include hearing on the oounty'!l
animal oontrol ordinance and a prairie
oogoroinance;areportontheLmooffi
County Community Cooperative trip,
questions ooncerning the Linooln County
Medical Center's annual audit, approval
of a request for proposals to manage the
county's rural health clinics and certifica
tion of the county's annual inventory.

local bank. Concrete also covered much of
the shallow root system, which can be dead
ly for a pine, he said.

A homeowner can cut down all the trees
they want even if they are healthy, if they
maintain a certain ratio of trees to land
area, Delaco said. Trees larger than 16 inch
es in diameter but within 10 feet of homes
also can be removed, but require a permit.

"If something is wrong with the trees,
they can go below that basal area number,"
the director said.

Quinn still has some trees up front and
in back of her home, although many were
removed in her front yard.

The homeowner said her decision to have
a bear carved with a rude gesture from the
giant old tree next to her home wasn't
aimed at anyone in particular, although she
enumerated some of her personal com
plaints.

Delaoo said he anticipates losing many of

See BEAR, page 2A
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BODY LANGUAGE

Center.
"We're wrestling with this," Stewart

said of his meetings with Montoya. "It
takes effect June 20. fm disappointed the
way this is headed. It will make it harder
to treat patients. We had a great opera
tion until this."

Stewart also is scheduled to update a
June 3 report on the county detention
center in Carriwzo by State Fire Marshal
Randal Arnold. The jail was inspected on
June 3 and was cited for not having a sec
ond egress for Pod A

"The fact was missed in previous
inspections and construction plan
reviews by the State Fire Marshall's
Office," Stewart wrote In his monthly
report to oommissioner. "I will set about
fixing the problem with an additional
door being installed between the pod and

R1ll)(N'} NFWS ~TAA' WTmF.R

Driving down Meander Drive last week,
Rick Delaco screeched to a halt in front of
Jennifer Quinn's home.

A new bear carving was underway by
Jesus Figueroa with a decidedly "flippant"
attitude. But the bears gesture wasn't what
caught his eye as much as the age ofthe tree
that was cut down to produce the display.

Joshua Ashburn with D • J Tree
Services Etc. oounted the rings on' the sliced
trunk and came up with about 280 years.

"We hate to see tho..'le kinds of trees cut
down," Delaoo said. He pushed down the
pedal and headed back to his office, where
he learned why a permit was issued.

Justice Jones, his assistant, explained
that the top ofthe tree that was leaning over
the Quinn house was not healthy and the
owner was worried about possible damage
after high winds toppled another tree at a

Dangerous 280-year-old tree now an unusual sculpture

Bear and bird

DIANNE STALLINGS/STAFF

Joshua Ashburn of 0 &J Tree Service Etc stands next to the 280-year-old tree cut down on
Meander Drive. Chainsaw sculptor Jesus Figueroa sits atop his unusual creation.

BY DIANNE STAWNGS
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were not as well managed as ours, so they
went in with some new requirements."

The most significant include that:
• Care for indigent patients has to be

on an emergency basis at the hospital for
a physician to receive reimbursement.

"l feel for all the doctors who have
oome to the mat to help with the indi
gent," Stewart said. "What about the
patients they treat for cancer? Do they
have to wait until it's an emergency? It's
very frustrating." I

• The indigent health care board will
determine if a situation was an emer
gency.

• Hospitals and physicians will be
reimbursed at the same rate as Medicare,
not on a percentage basis, and that
includes the sole oommunity annual pay
ment to the Lincoln County Medical

home normally flows year-around.
But this year, the channel is dry.

Schuetz pinpointed at least one
home in Upper Cedar Creek where
ponds were created and rimmed

See POND, page 3A

The response will allow the
village to classify and track the
lots as completed and ready for
inspection, as not complete and
needing an assessment, as well
as an indication of who would
like to work with a Neighborhood
Fire Smart program. Information
is included on volunteer groups
and loan programs to help
accomplished required goals and
cost share programs, he said.

Of the total mailed, 155 went
to local addresses and 289 head
ed to out-of-town locales. The
subdivisions were chosen
because they would lie in the
path of a wind-driven fire head
ing in the prevailing northeast
direction through the village.
The aim is to create a fire break

See FOREST, page 3A

emphases that came out of a meet
ing with a state Environment
Department official on May 28.

"Steve Baumgarn said we had to
hook them up one way or the other,"
he told members of the wastewater
treatment plant board Thursday.

He proposed that the best way to
approach those lots outside of
municipal limits but in the extrater
ritorial zone around the city and vil
lage may be a joint"flOWers agree
ment. Passing separate ordinances
would be a scheduling nightmare,
he said.

New subdivisions both inside the
municipalities and in the extra ter
ritorial zones around them would
be required to hook-up and bear

Set: SEWER. page 2A
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New rules mean LCMC will only be able to treat needy patients on an emergency basis

RUIDOSO NEWS SfAA' WRITER

BY OWN: SIAl.UNGS
RUIDOSO NEWS ~TAA' WRITER

Responses already are being
received from 444 Community
Forest Management Plan letters
mailed Monday to lot owners in
five subdivisions at the south
west corner of Ruidoso.

Rick DeIaco, head of Ruidoso's
Forestry Department, told vil
lage councilors Tuesday that the
letters mark the beginning of the
implementation of regulations
they approved requiring owners
to reduce fire hazards and fuel.

"The letters contained a cour
tesy list of (tree cutting) contrac
tors, and the standards for oom
pliance and a response form
they're to return within 15 days,"
DeIaco said.

'The state has taken the oounty's indi
gent health care program, which was
working so well, and they have broken it,"
said Linooln County manager Tom
Stewart.

The frustrated manager said
Thursday that he and indigent health
care manager Teresa Montoya found out
recently that state health officials are
imposing new restrictions on oounty pro
grams that will make it harder to deliver
quality care to the medically indigent.

"Well be discussing it at the oommis
sion meeting Tuesday," Stewart said. The
meeting starts at 8:30 am. in the oom
mission chambers at the oounty oourt
house in Carrizozo.

"Apparently, some county programs

R\1[)(Y'() 'lEU> STAfF WRJTIR

Sevet1ll residents at the south
end ofCedar Creek are fuming over
manmade ponds and other struc
tures they oontend
may be obstrocting
the flow of the tribu
tary of the Ruidoso
River.

"I've got dead fish
in back ofmy house,"
said Paradise
Canyon resident
David Schuetz. '1'he
deer and other
wildlife are looking
fhrWQt.er."

Schuetz and his
wife, Pam, said the
creek behind their

Ponds steam neighbors
BY DIANNE SIAI.I.INGS

Stewart: State 'broke' indigent care

Village beginning to hear
response on forest letters
BY DIANNE STAlliNGS ..-,

BY DWII STAUJtGS ~
Rill xN) 'IN" "Al-l' WRrrFll

• Cost~ for the hook-ups
would fallon property
owners.

Homes inside and immediately
around the city of Ruidoso Downs
and village ofRuidoso now on septic
tanks may BOOn be required to hook

I up to the regional wastewater treat
ment system.

That means the property owners
would be assessed for the oost of
extending lines to provide the ser
VIce,

Dan Bryant, attorney for
Ruidoso Downs, said that
inevitability was one of two

I Sewer connections
could be enforced

DIANNE 8TAWNOS18TAFf

Arim of rocks form apondlng area on upper Cedar
Creek at the drainage point of aculvert, then mark the
path of the.channel.
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Teaming up to write mysteries

JUNE 17, 1993

Plane dumps load ofpot
An afternoon dtive through

Lower Eagle Creek netted law
enforcement officers about 100
pounds ofmarijuana Monday.

Paul Wersich, an agent with
the White MoUntain Drug
Task Force, said the bales of
plantmaterial apparentlywere·
thrown out ofan airplane...

JUNIlI4, 1963
Leading jockeys

Jockey D. W. Whited
regained'the jockey lead from
Elbert Minchey by'amassing
35 points the past weekend at
Ruidoso Downs. Although the
points are the same, Whited
gets the nod over Minchey on
the basis of 17 wins to 14.

Four riders last weekend
had three wins in one day,
Minchey and Billy Powell on
Friday, and Whited and Clifton
Detiege on Sunday.

LINCOLN COUN1Y SCRAPBOOK

JUNE 12, 1953

,Bank site accepted
The Ruidoso State Bank

organizing board of directors
announced this' week that it
had accepted the gift; ofa plotof
ground located just east of
Carter's Lodge on Main Road
as a site for'the bank.

The board said the ground
had been contributed cost free

,by Mr. and Mrs. R E. Carter,
pioneer Ruidoso boosters. Size
of the plot is large enough to
allow for a good siZed building,
and also to leave a large 'park
ing area, the board announced.
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County in past times, Jarrell said.
"It's not Ruidoso," Vordermann JUNE IS, 1973

interjected. 'The name gives the b track
image of clarity, when nothing's Newgroup to uy
clear in the novel." A binder for an option to buy

The cover, designed by Laura the ,controlling interest in the
~ynolds of Write Designs, Ltd. Ruidoso Downs and Sunland
Publishing of Hondo, from digital- Park race tracks was signed
ized pictures of the back of Sierra Monday in San Diego, Cali£, -I
Blanca, may be seen as sunrise or between Kodiak Industries,
sunset,but it really is a nuclear present operators of the track,
bomb going off, he added. and a group of seven New

"Like many things in life, what MexiCo investors and horse-
we see is only part ofwhat is." men from Texas and

The theme underlying the novel Oklahoma ...
is that the past always comes back Among the seven are W. 1
to haunt us, and this applies to big "Sunny" Edwards of Ruidoso,
events like bomb tests and to more Ben A Lanford. Sr. of
local events that happen to the two Albuquerque, H. T. Hom-
protagonists 'and their family buckle of Albuquerque and
members. Ken Newton ofRuidoso.

As far as marketing is con- JUNE 16, 1983
cerned, the eight-year-illd publiSh- Nob Hill principal named
ing company will add the novel to
the online catalogs of Barnes and Roger L. Sowder of Santa
Noble and Amazon.com, and will Fe was named the new Nob
advertise in literary magazines. Hill Elementary School princi-
Jarrell and Vordermann plan to pal by the Ruidoso Board of
put up a Web site and expect to do Education Tuesday.
some book signings this summer. Sowder, 38, has taught
Books Ere. and Print Write Now physical education programs
carry copies of the book locally. at Chaparral Elementary

Now for a teaser, the first page School in Santa Fe for the past
ofthe novel, labeled 1945: I, 13 years. He graduated from

I Portales High School, and bas
"It all started the night the cows I BA and MA degrees from

turned whihh 'I Eastern New MexiC9
"At least that's what we think I University.

now, looking back over the years.
"The sky lit up that night like

the middle ofthe day, and wegath
ered outside to watch. We weren't
frightened, just excited about this
strange break in the monotony of
our lives. '

'1Jut what did we know back
then. in little Clearwater, New
.Mexko? We lived, in our own small
world, remote from the 20th centu
ry. We forgotsom.etimes that we
were a part ofthe United States ..."

"We knew we had this story
about this fictional town -"
<Vordennann)

"-but we didn't plot this story;
wejust went step by step. Itwasn't
the story we started out to write."
(Jarrell)

"It took on a life of its own."
<Vordennann)

"We both got very busy; there
was no plan." (Jarrell)

Vordennann said their goal was
"to write a story people needed to
hear" about the effects of nuclear
testing locally.

"We have the same cancer rate
as Los Alamos, and our thyroid
problems are greater," he said.

"But we don't want our story to
be mixed up'with politics," Jarrell
added: '

"Once we developed these two
women characters - whom fm in·
love with - they just took on a life
of their own," Vordennann said.

Katie and Dianne are strong,
brave women who confront a
threatening and tyrannical sheriff,
corrupt hospital personnel, several
murders and a cancer clinic that
doesn't treat patients.

News stories and editorials are
interspersed with dialogue-and
I!ction chapters. Although the pro.
tagonists don't really "solve" any of
the murders, they will in the next
book, which they hope to have fin
ished by Christmas. Athird Katie
and-Dianne novel is expected to
follow.

The closest to a real person in
Clearwater, New Mexico is the
character "Grit," based somewhat
on Lincoln County's murdered
rancher, Cotton McKnight, who
was killed during the time when
Jarrell was 11 reporter at the
Ruidoso News, she said.

The title ofthe'book comes from
the "Clearwater" telephone
exchange name used in Lincoln

Aformer editor ofthe Ruidoso
News and a business man
ager for a local physician

recently published their first of
three planned mystery novels set
in a place that's awfully like
Lincoln County.

During a recent interview, they
fipished each other's sentences,
interrupted and bubbled over with
enthusiasm about their writing
process over three years and the
final product: Clearwater, New
Mexko, published by a print-on
demand publishing company
based in Hondo.

Catherine Frank Jarrell and
Paul Vordermann met every day
at lunch time, and then she went
home and spent the afternoon
writin~ .

"Frankie is the writer, the
craftsman," Vordermann said.

"And Paul's the storyteller,"
Jarrell finished.

The plot of the novel begins
with the execution-type murders of '
a couple in an area 'resembling
ranching parts of Lincoln County,
mid harkens back to the execution
style McKnight murders - still
unsolved - in 1984.

Nuclear bomb testing is
another element of the plot that
parallels "reality" in this 194-page
mystery novel.

"I told the story that runs
through this book: the Trinity
bomb site test," Vordermann said.
"My father-m-Iaw, Leon Brown,
was very involved with that. And
Frankie told me a story a rancher
had told her about cattle turning
white. With that, we started."

In addition to lunchtimes for six '
weeks, the two met for weekly din- '
ners - which their mates would
cook - and worked that way for
six months.

BY SANDY SUGGIIT ' J'',f9M,-'.
RUIDOSO NEWS SfAFF WRITl!R t~ • h
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Frankie Jarrell and Paul Vordennann collaborated in the writing of amystery novel In asetting similar to lincoln County.

Laura Reynolds owner of Write Design, LTD
PUblishing, of Hondo, and of Print Write Now in
Ruidoso, said Clearwater, New Mexico, is the '
12th title she's published since she founded her
f)ublishing company in 1995. She said she can
do limited press runs for books, and if one takes
off in sales, she can go to alarger printer.

Her publishing company does "print-on- ,
demand," so when copIes of abook are request
ed, she prints them on her $130,000 Xerox
Docucoror 2045 digital press, and binds them
with ashort-run binding machine. She has them
listed with Bowker's Books in Print, which is
accessible by Amazon.com and other book
sellers.

The authors then purchase copies of books to be
placed in bookstores, Reynolds said/ ,and she
advertises them in Southwest Book views, a
book review publication.

''The success of any book in developing amar
ket is going to be based on the Willingness of its
author to promote the book," she saia. "This
gives them agreat start and an opportumty they
might never have had before. I like to give peo
ple an opportunity to get their books in print."

Reynolds said she's seeking adistributor to han
dle the books and get them out to bookstores
beyond this market area - in which case, the
authors would not need to buy them.
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• About 'P,int
on-Demand'.••

An extra-interesting week for your Lincoln correspondent .
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Cheri Hobbs attended the annwil
'Po~ meeting last week.

Phoebe Taylor and gUen FayC!
Womack attended the graduat,ioil, o(
thei,r nephew, Mark Demis. fir
Oalifornia last week. . ' ;,

Onf:lurir way homethe1a~~a
weddibkin L$sVe~, N~y~ !r:~~w, '
morebn this l1ext waek.'., " t ,,' : '{
~k. ~the ,i!onOfSJritl~,,~)

and Eadi~,Detms. ' , " "',, '/ ~
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That was quite an electrical storm in
Lincoln Sunday night, but very little
rain, at least at our house. .

E-Bay. He received anilOBwer from one' ing 'about weaving, which the lady did. ' 100,()()().gallon stoi'age taIlk. a little bit
potential bidder with the information Lois said her dad did the same thing atla tjme. /
that she and Ralph-wel'e cousins. It and the lady asked who he was. The
turns out her grandfa~er and Ralph's lady told, her everyone knew about

Art Zamora, who grew up in Lincoln grandfather were brotht\):'S., I Ralph Dunlap. ,As I said, an interesting
area, was through Lincoln a while back. She is an accompUshed weaver, week. '
He was visiting friends and family working with the Hati~\'\rt1avets Guild ,I

enroute to a new job. He had been in of America. She has just ended eight It ~ Father's Day Sunday. Happy
California for 20 yea,s. years on the board of"~rs for the Father's Da~ to all fathers, gran4f@-

Art ~aduated from the Capitan Guild. She also spins,·;iUid is a basketthers Qildall those who care for otner
High S.chool and helped build the .maker and dyer. . families..
Nethaway house. I' I , ;1' , ' ,'"

,'I ' I Our' daughter Lois a~~~ed. the ,The Lincoln'Water Board is working,
, It is a small world HusbandRalph scrapbooking convention in nanas)ast on anothet imprOveme.nt to the water
baa been selling woolen products over week. She atld anQi;her lady were~" Bys~m. TheYMehtl~ tA> get ano\Ber., . . .,

LINCOLN
TIWLS
ROSAlm DUNLAP
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~" ELEGANT
~ MOUNTAIN HOME
'. ON 61 ACRES
~ live beautifully m this cus
~ tom oak and Tennessee
ioi. limestone home wI com
." mandmg views m every
~ direction Gourmet kitchen

lofty ceilings Tasteful In
l.!I every way luxuriOUS New
"II MexIco horne for you and
iI the horses too Qualified
.; buyers only $1,975,000
. \, #98232
'i,..
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Providing the service you want ... And the options you need.
Quick, Hassle-free Mortgages.
lower Interest Rates and fees.
More Options Than Other lenders.

Why Call Anyone Else?
1-800-943-11 37

Richard Thomas,
Owner,
38 years in
mortgage lending

Sierra Mortg~ge ~
Corporation

..

.. '.

. .•.' ,
5788 N. Mesa • EI Paso, Texas 79912. .- •
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Book On Line
www.ruldosoreservatlons.com

NM Brokers License 13789&

1103 Mechem Dr•
Ruidoso, NM 88345
800/545/9017
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'.~: www.skiapachevacations.com
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-;'.-:-Thete's Gold in'Them There Hills! Do you want to enjoy the beautiful fall colors,
: ~':walk in the pines? Then CONDOTEL has the perfect place for you. Our beautifully
~. ~appointed private homes and condominiums are available by the day, week, or
~~month. All at a price you can afford. Fireplaces, great ;Ii"

~ :: views, fully equipped kitchens, other amenities will make
..;;:your CONDOTEL experience special.

.'
=:i:';.Ski Packages

•
: :-:~Available On Line
,,-..-.:...... . ..,:
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