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\('(' THISTLE. ra.l<:c!>A +

that we need to deal with 
water. for one - that I felt like
we needed to g-et this behind
lUi. It was no reflection on any-
one. J meant no disrespect to
anybody, and I wasn't doing
anybody any favors."

Eg-gleston Wednesday
claimed mdifference to the
postponement. "I didn't put
that (code change! on the agen
da,~ he said, "It doesn't bother
me one way or the other. I don't
care what our code says. State
law says the mayor appoints
th(' police chief, the manager,
the clerk. the trea.'>urer and the
attorney, with the advice and

S('(' COUNCil. rage 2A

Tht.' "wamorH" met at the north end
of the Texas New Mexico Power Co.
parking lot on Mechem, across from
Pioneer Bank.

DAVE PRICf./STAff 

Volunteers work to pull Musk thistle, above. lrom a
lot along Mechem Drive AI left. Alida Clarke. 8. takes
her clippers to one ot the invaSive weed plants

would Rerun' my retirement, so
that feels good to me," he said
Wednesday.

Maddox had been tipped in
a phone call 30 mll1utes prior to
the meeting that an attempt
would be made to postpone 6B,
though he wa.<; still "womed to
death about it.~

"I don't want to name the
Icaller l. but verbatim, it wa.'>,
'I'm going to do everything in
my power to see if we can post
pone this until after you're
retired so that it doesn't apply
to you.~

On Wednesday Nunley, who
said he did not consult village
attorneys in making his deci
sion, explained his mtl~on:"We

have so many important thing-R

They are pll1ling a

Thistle while
you work

BY DAVE PRICE

When one of Carolyn
Felder's close friends
exclaimed, "Oh, what a beau
tiful flower," as the two drove
past a green and purple plant
in Ruidoso, Felder provided a
sober reply.

"Did you know that it's a
noxious and invasive weed?"

Musk thistle has left its
mark on many an acre in the
Ruidoso area. Felder and a
hardy group of volunteerH
sets out each Thursday morn
ing to HaRe that mark, plant
by plant.

"Gary pulled 4,000 poundB
of thlJ.;tlp headll off plants last
year," Felder said ThurHday,
motionmg to Alto rPsident
Gary Henry "I puJl(>d :~,OOO

pounds the Harne ypar _. and
that's JURt the pods of the
plants"

Feldpr's army. whIch Iii

actIvely seekmg npw volunt('(>r
recruIts, ha." be(>n dubbed the "W('t'd
Wamors," Included among theIr
ran\u; IS H-year-{)ld Alida Clarke, who,
along WIth her father, David. turned
out hefon' 9 am yesterday to help
out WIth the group's latest project

body, the council was not
authorized to act on ordinances
and resolutions.

Then Councilor Robert
Sterchi moved to place the con
troversial item, known as 6B,
higher on the agenda. That wa.<;
approved, and within minutes
Councilor L. Ray Nunley was
m.aking a motion to postpone
action on 6B until the first
meeting of July 2004, after
Maddox's eligible retirement
date of June 30, 2004.

There was no discussion.
The ayes had it. Ca.'>e closed.

A murmur rippled through
the audience. In back, Maddox
beamed.

"The thing that was accom
plished was exactly what

'Doing no favors'

beyond code issue, for now
hall and has pitted Mayor Leon
Eggleston against Police Chief
Lanny Maddox. Maddox
arrived Tuesday armed with a
hnef written by the village's
expert on personnel law.
RoRwell attorney Steve Bell.
declaring the ment system to
be legal -- though Ruidoso
Human Resources Director
Debbie Rogge said Bell's was a
"personal opinion ~ not solicited
by the village.

A rapid Reries of events
Tuesday defused the situation,

First, half thp council 
Frank T. Cummms (ill) and
Ronald D. Hardeman and Ron
Anderson (out of town) - waR
absent. Without a full quorum,
or a majority of the governing

The hot-button item was
Clty employee classification.

Suddenly, water Issues
doused the flames.

Tuesday's Village of Ruidoso
council meeting loomed as a
showdown over proposed per
sonnel code changes that
threaten€'d to leave the police
chIef and VIllage cJprk unpro
tected by the 1993 merit sys
tem. That system, some village
officialR have argued, conflict.'i
with Rtate law stipulating such
pmployees are to be appointed
and approved - and can be
terminated without cause - by
thp mayor and council.

The issue has divided village

BY MARTY RACINE

Council moves

Look in~ide sec
ti(ms A, Hand C
today for the latest
scoop on the myri
ad arts and enter
tainment events
upn wning in the
Ruid( lse l area

6C iVAMONOS!
Aheloved local
institution retire,~

from his position
with Ruidoso
sell()( )Is.

SECDONSA-C
ENTERTAINMENT

58 LINCOLN
COUNlY
Carrizozo grows
with golf course
annexation·
Find this and me )re
county news,
inside.

I
I

I

r.1
I

r
~ :.'I

Ismiii.'.'r.·_11l8••SlIrrlll:r."fIlSIII".,..'.Sllldli·i1il1'......SIl.....'•••'.'_e••7..SII...: 1.$'.'51111'1iII'.'.S~ptllill'..'@.tn.'1iIl71i11·ct.dMll..dlllllMtIliiil---...HlIIlsttll/ilWs..dllo'...""r~.....' ...·...IIIIIl·......._*_.-'--~''--'L~' .~~ ~~ .1_

The 'Wall that Heals'
comes to New Mexico

See CAMPAIGN, page ZA

Census Bureau findings show
ing Hispanics are officially the
nation's largest minority
group. But the growing num
ber of Hispanics, which topped
37 million in 2002, has not
translated into much political
power.

On Capitol Hill, there are
22 Hispanic members of the
House compared to 37 African
Americans. There are no
Hispanic or African-American
senators.

Hispanic leaders point out
that a significant portion ofthe
nation's Hispanics are not eli
gible to vote because they are
not citizens. The Census
Bureau estimates that more
than 11 million Hispanics,

·l,,...~ '-- -+-_:;__

leading the citizenship drive.
The Illinois lawmaker said

he has held similar workshops
since 1994 in his district in
Chicago, helping more than
30,000 people obtain citizen
ship.

"Our goal is to ease a
process that can otherwise be
intimidating, overwhelming
and frustrating," he said.

Those who attend the work
shopsl will receive free legal
advice and assistance in filling
out all documents required by
the newly created Bureau of
Citizenship and Immigration
Services. The bureau's respon
sibilities used to be handled by
the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, which
Congress abolished last year.

The national citizenship
campaign coincides with new

~ .. .4. __:>~ ~,...~. _

FOR lllE RI '11)( )~O :-IE~,

BY SERGIO BUSTOS

Hispanic Democrats announce
national citizenship campaign

A group of Hispanic
Democrats launched a nation
al campaign Wednesday to
encourage millions of foreign
born Hispanics to become U.S.
citizens, a move they hope will
boost the political clout of the
nation's largest minority.

"This campaign will help
, lead thousands ofmen, women

and children on the path
toward citizenship," said Rep.
Luis Gutierrez, D-nl. He was
joined at a news conference by
other lawmakers who pledged
to sponsor citizenship work
shops next month in their con
grMsional districts.

Gutierrez, Rep. Bob
Menendez, D-N.J., and Rep.
Ciro Rodriguez, D-Texas, are

ture a Native American bless
ing ceremony, posting of the
colors, guest speakers and an
airborne display.

The Wall that Heals exhibi
tion is organized by the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Fund, the organization charged
with preserving The Wall in
Washington. National sponsors
of the tour include Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United
States, Turner Network
Television, FedEx, WinsLar
Communications Inc., USAA
and American Mobile Satellite.
The local sponsor of this event
is Chapter 80 of the Special
Forces Association.

The Wall that Heals will be
open 24 hO)lT8 a day through
the weekend. There is no
charge for admission.

The Wall that Heals, a half
scale replica of the Vietnam
Memorial in Washington, D.C.,
will bring the message of the
Wall to Las Cruces from now
through Sunday, June 29.

Several Ruidoso veterans,
scout troops and residents have
reported they will be making
special trips this week and
weekend to view the Wall.

Located at Young Park, at
the comer ofWalnut Street and
Nevada Ave., the exhibition
will feature the dramatic repli
ca - stretching nearly 250 feet
in length - as well as an infor
mation center and traveling
museum displaying memora
bilia left at The Wall in
Washington.

A memorial ceremony is
scheduled for 10:30 a.m.
Saturday. The event will fea-

18 SPORTS
The Chaplaincy
Ruidoso Downs
Race Track employ
ees can turn to
their chaplaincy for
ahelping hand
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Welcome to the West2

WEST OF THE PECOS
MUSEUM

LOCATED IN THE ORIENT HOTEL

AND THE NO. 11 SALOON ERECTED IN

1896. OVER 50 ROOMS OF

WESTERN AND PIONEER HISTORY.

FIRST & CEDAR ST. (HEY. 285)
(915) 445-5076

www.westofthepecosmuseum.com

HOURS:

MEMORIAL DAY TO LABOR DAY

MON. THRU SAT. 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
SUNDAY 1-4 P.M.

LABOR DAY TO MEMORIAL DAY

TUES. THRU SAT. 9 A.M. TO 5 PM.

•" .,• •
. .. .. .

•

Summer

* GOLDEN GIRL & LITTLE MISS

CANTALOUPE PAGEANT

JUNE 27

*NIGHT IN OLD PECOS &

CANTALOUPE FESTIVAL

JUNE 28

*MELODRAMA

'MALES ORDER BRIDES"

JUNE 29, 30 JULY 1

*RODEO PARADE

JULY 2

Year 'round
*WEST OF THE PECOS MUSEUM

*EXOTIC ANIMAL ZOO

*MAXEY PARK

*KIDS CITY

111 SOUTH CEDAR
(915) 445-2406

FAX (915) 445-2407
Web site: lAllA/IN

E-Mail pcoc@bitstreet.com

SHERIFF'S POSSE
DANCES

DANCE UNDER THE STARS
JULY2,3,4,&5

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PECOS AREA

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CONVENTION AND
VISITOR'S BUREAU

WEST OF THE PECOS
RODEO

JULY2,3,4,&5
FOR MORE INFO:
1-800:-588-BULL

i

I
I
I
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Welcome to the West
is a publication of the
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The Pecos: Carlsbad's jade jewel
•
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LeAnda Staebner/Curront-Argus graphic

• •
and on the wcstem shore, tennis
and racquetball courts are avail
able.

The western shore ofdte Pecos
near dmmtown is mostly dedicated
to a city park, with large shade trees
and grnss dtat, along widl the .
abundance ofwater, create the illu
sion visitors arc fur from. the desert.

Swnmer days find parents
spreading fcasts on picnic tables
and starting grills, while children.
are entertained by playground
equipment and swimming at dle
sand beach, staffed by lifeguards.

Taking full advantage ofthe
water, boaters, Jet-Skiers and water
skiers speed up and down the river,
and those who enjoy quieter pur
suits are secn paddling canoes and
kayaks.

Paddleboats are available for
rental near the beach, and a large
paddlcwheeler offers Pecos tours.

In the early morning, fishermen
can be seen along the banks casting
fur bass, trout and catfish. There is
also a paved boat ramp ncar the
beach parking area for those who
wish to cast away from shore.

Thoughout the day, into the
evening, a riverside path extending
more than five miles along both
sides ofthe river allows for a
lengthy jog or a quiet stron.•

Church Street

Golf on
the
Pecos

'"-----

bad, Bohemia, a f.unous European
health resort with waters said to be
identical in healing properties to
those tuund in Carlsbad.

Then, city leaders hoped dte
name change would bring tourists,
and today, they still look to the
river for economic prosperity.

The city's current focus is on
the eastern shore adjacent to the
downtown area, where a confer
ence center attracts visitor dollars
to the area.

The center is part ofthe Pecos
River Village, a complex that
includes Westem storefronts. Con
ventions as well as company ban
quets, school reunions and family
events such as weddings utilize the
center, drawing both residents and
out-of-town visitors.

Nearby, t9 the south, is a reno
vated powerhouse, now run by the
city as the Riverwalk Recreation
Center. A community center, the
space holds not only basketball
hoops and video games, but room
for area groups and fumilies to use
for activities.

Along both sides ofthe river,
there are additional sports facili
ties, such as soccer and baseball
fields.

On the eastern shore, public
golfcourses run along the river,

From the CII7nnt-Argus
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ARLSBAD - Water - a

reciallS commodity in the
desert. It means life. In Carls

bad, it also means fun. The Pecos
River was the key player more than
100 years ago in the development of
the town that would become Garls
bad. Cattlemen first used the river as
they drove their herds to market.

But scttk.-ment required irriga
tion to withstand drought years,
and the first irrigation company
was funned even before the town.

9 The project was huge, with dams,
miles ofcanals and a Flume.

With plans to develop farmland
9 on the eastern side ofthe Pecos,

the irrigation company developed a
flume - or an artificial water
course - to transport water over
the river. Since the river thus
appears to cross itself, the Flume
has given Carlsbad fume with an
entry in "Ripley's Believe It or
Not."

Located where the Pecos enters
Carlsbad from the north, the
Flume was originally constructed
ofwood. After a flood in the early
part of the century, it was rebuilt
and was the largest concrete struc
ture: in existence at the time.

In use to this day, the Flume sits
in a riverside park near Eddy
House, the area's first substantial
structure, which is maintained and

.-used for special events.
After entering Carlsbad, the

Pecos takes on a difiCrent counte
nance, broadening to become a
I DO-meter-wide channel known as
Lake Carlsbad. Winding along the
eastern side Qftown, the river
remains strong, replenished by nat-
ura! springs.

I t was the springs that resulted
in a residents' vote 100 years ago
to change the city's name from
Eddy to Carlsbad - after KarIs-

4
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adven
,

.e in low plaCes

,

!
I

•

•

,

•

both strenuous "otftrail" ranger-led tours
sure to be enjoyed by even veteran cavers.
Ladders, ropes, free climbing and a lot of
time on your hands and knees are aU part of
these adventures. Participants on these tours
must be in good physical condition and be
at least 12 years ofage. Hall ofthe White
Giant tqurs are otlered at 1 p.m. Saturdays,
and the Spider Cave tour is provided at 1
p.m. Surtdays. Plan on four hours for each of
these high-adventure caving experiences.

Reservations are recommended for each
of tilt special tours as tilCY oftcn sell out days
in advance of the tollr.

Call1-800-96.7-CAVE (2283) to
check tour availability and make reserva
tions. Reservations may also be made at
the park when you arriv~.•

breakfast picnic.
.. On Aug. 14, in conjurtction with the
International' Bat Festival and Hawgfest,
the Caverns Activities Association, with
assistance from Cavern Supply Company,
will once again oller eggs, sausage and bis
nuts in the hope of enticing the public to
view dlis intriguing natural event.

Breaktast begins at 5 a.m., but many
patrons arrive early to begin lining up,
Employees \\ill serve from 5 a.m. to 7 a.m.

For more information on hospice,
please call VistaCare at
505·887·1835 or 800·530·4851VIStaCare

UI'e all/he days of)'our life

...,.." .<

.4" ~ ,", ',;::;::,.>, -:... . ,", ··:,(·'·'-~'~.;r!:~;::':>'.7_:':'\; .' "
- -- .: -. f)~--";""<;'-~-'-' ....~ -"IJ'.,;',-,,-.::. "P" UJ.

W'hat wddta~.e,~r~()cl"·ir~~~wien we,;earned how
~ -,;:~t< ~ - . ~'~.'·<l.:rit;:t{t"t; :"'~~Z;t1-~::~:;-''':':''"- .~.: _---.-', ,.'~">-, . :2':~~<~:~~:fJ~fi'tk 'M "

" if;,' . , fi;,''!'. ""i,e:;;: ., .;, .• '.? ""; .,~:; ... ,,~J~ am was, we
.witMout h·OSpICe?!Jt~~;1f~iE:¥·:;,·dI~rl~t.know what 'to
" . ' ,··,,,,ifi/5Wef,@sdthankful

,., th~t h~~~a6to~ told us
~ +hijtT}:~":~

about hospice.
Hospice- came into
our home like family,
helping Mom stay
with us, where she.
wants to be. With
hospice's help, caring
", " ,

tor her is bringing us
•

closer together,. when
Mom needs us most. •

!Jatty about bats

CARlSBAD CAVERNS - They will
arrive before dawn, dragging sleepy chil
dren behind them, their necks adorned
\\itI1 camera equipment, enthusiasm build
ing in eyes not quite used to this dimly lit

•

From rhe Clirrenr-Ar~lIs

include cave pearls, large pools ofwater at1d
(ountiess varietics ofdelicate cave li]fma
tions. This is truly an advennlre not to be
missed.

If a highly decorated packcountry cave is
to your liking, Slaughter Canyon Cave is the
place for you. This tour is offered at 8 a.m.
and II a.m. daily during tile pcak of the
summer season and is otlered at tilOse times
on weekends only beginning Aug. 19. In
this wild cave, you must depend only on the
light from your flashlight to see features
such as tile sparkling Christmas Tree column
and tile Chinese Wall, a delicate ankle-high
rimstone dam.

Ifyou're really up lor high advennlre in
low places, both the Hall of tile White Giant
and Spider Cave tours tit the bill. These are

Cavern Supply Company

Hull of tire Gia"t.... abm'e, ilia)' be see" 0"

tire self-#IIided tOllr (If Carlsbad Cavem,,,
Na/hmal Park ~\' Bi# R(/olll RiJU/e.

From thr (:lIrrmt-A1J/1Il
•

C
ARL'iBAD CAVERNS~ Tour options
at (:arlshad Caverns National Park have
a little something fi)r everyone - from

,I walking tour on paved trails to exciting cave
l'\ploralion~ crawling through small pas,'k1ges.

W.llkin~ IOllr~ through thl.' :--':.1tural
l'Iltr,II1Ct' .1Ild the Big Rool11 ,m: Ii II' just
,I hill II t'\'en'onl.' .1Ild in 111.IIlY C.ISl'~. whet \'isi
11Irs' ,lppClllCs fill' sOll1cthing morl' athel1!ur,
I 'liS

I·or Ihosl' \\llh I11cdic.llcondlliom th.lt
I11lght prcn:nl ,I Sll'CP walk. dc\'.lto\.... ,Irc
.1\,lll.lhk III ride down to Ihc Big Rool11,
rhl' BIg Rool11 I~ lInl' of the 1.lrgl.'st c.1\'erns

III thc wlIrid 111 tcnns of volul11e- sOl11e .Ire
longer 111 knb>th of pas.<;ages, but most arc
not .1.<; open.

Both the :--J.lt\lr.lI Entrance and Big
Rl H>11\ trail!. .Ire paved .1Ild have enough
lighting that t1.1.<;hlights arc not needed to
\'1l'W the Ii Irmations.5igns .llong both trails
hdp to point out import.lIll lCatures and to
Ik'scnhc how the ca\'c is continuing to be
tllnned.

'llle Bi~ RIKll11 11'.111 i~ rdatively lIat and is
,Iholl! lilt /lilies long. 'llll:rc /s a shortnrt
,IhoUI lullw.1\' II1to the tour till' thoM: not
qUilt' lip 10 a long \\'alk.

.\lllhll guides arc .I\'.iilable ti,l' a nominal
It'l' 1h.lI, III .1 way, pro\'ldc \,our own
"r.lIl~cr" to highlight speciallCatures and to
dr.1\\ .lItenllon to things you might other
\\1st: nll.';s. The audio guide co\'Crs both the
:--':.Itur.il Entrance and the Big RlHlm Trails,
Audio b'1.lides arc .1\',lIl.lble .It the Visitor
{ 'l"!ltlT If1tilrntatlon desk when you purchase
\'Our LI\'l" tickets, 7 p.m. The cave opens at 8:30 a.m. each

day. with the Natural Entrance closing atThe cave stays.n 56 degrees year-rmmd, '
3:30 p.m. and the Big Room closing at 5so .1 light jacket or sweater is recommended.

Although strollers are not permined in the p.mRangers offer a variety ofguided trips,
ca\l:, a limited number of child-carrying from the paved King's Palace to the on-
backpacks arc availahle ti)r free usc at the your-belly crawling tours of I-fall of the
Vi~itorCenter infilffnation desk. White Giant and Spider Cave.

While the cave stays cool all summer, 'l"/ Ki 'Pal -r . I d .L_ ghle ng s ace tOur IS e uuou
temperatures on the ~urtace can he quite some of the most highly decorated cham-
warm. Ifyou're traveling \\;th pets, you hers of Carlsbad Cavern. This nip descends
should Iea\'e them .11 Ihe kennel in the Visi· to the deepest part of the cave open to the
tor ( :enter .1I1d not III \'Our C.lf. Tempera - public, 830 fCet helow the surtace. Although
tllre s,' 1·ll.~I·'fc \'elll"ll's, '-an cxcee,f 1.50 degrees th' '1 . d th· 80 t" hill• ••• IS trat IS pave, ere IS a steep - oat
()J1 .1 Ivpic.1!\Ull1I1lLT dav, that must be traveled both going up and

'IlK summCf e\'ening bat Hight program down. This especially popular tour is offered
IS \'l'! .1Ill Ither 11Ighlight of a trip to the ca\,- six times per day during the summer
ems. M.l11\' visitors plan their .miv.lls to the months.
p,lrk in time till' the nightlv progralll that With a candle lantern or a kerosene lamp
p.ener.llI\' begins .Ibout an hour hclilre sun- as your only light source, Left Hand Tunnel
sct Call 785-2232, ext. *777 (the * it; is open till' a two-hour tour at 9 a.m, every
important), for the program schedule. day. With a limit of 12 visitors per tour, this

There is .1 short n;lture trail near the Visi - intimate look at cavern pools and fossils
tor Center .lIld a 9 lh·mile Walnut Canyon along a dirt trail takes you back in history,
Desert Dri\'e on a gravel, one-way loop exploring the cave much like the first explor-
through dramatic desert Illountain scenery. ers.
'111ese arc hoth great activities tilr time in Many Left Hand Tunnel explorers also.
between cave tl lurS and the bat flight pro- take advantage of the Lower Cave Tour,
gram. You should also check the schedule otlcred daily at I p.m. Tllis headlamp, hard
posted in the Visitor Center tor other pro- ~lat ~nd kn~epad.tour takes one step ~orward
grams conducted dailv. III history from fif5t explorers, traversmg the

FromM~ . h:t tI1[q~g4.M~I:'.1.tf.~lfV:r\q~~il~~.by:the,~~~~·~.ati~~a1Geo-
Day, the Visitor T"l\~~'a.m~~f1,:~!~wap~~,~~e.tborJ·.tftgnbghts,ot.thistourI ,
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Fiesta Dtive-In Theatre
San Jose Blvd. at Fiesta

Carlsbad, NM
.. .505-885'4126 or. ' ..

• www.ficstadrivein.com

According to local historians) in 1876
the area that is now Brantley Lake was the
site of the Wild West town of-Seven Rivers.
Some ofthe initial settlers traveled by ox
wagon from Virginia to the spot where
seven arroyos led into the Pecos River.

At its peak in the 1880s, the settlement
had a population of300, with two stores, a
post office) a schoolhouse, a hotel and two
saloons.

It became a popuJar stop-over for cattle
drivers, a gathering place fOr Pecos Valley
ranchers and aJtangout fOr outlaws, gam
blers and cattle rustlers. Shootouts were a
fact oflife in the frontier town.

Folklore boasts a saloon with removable
hinged doors that served as stretchers for
customers too slow on the dra\v.

.The decline ofthe cattle industry and the
development ofa new community to the
south - now Carlsbad - contributed to
the abandonment ofSeven Rivers in 1896.

The park is open year round with a $4
charge per vehicle. Sites with cleenicity ron
$14 a night, developed camping runs $10
per night and prinlitive camping costs $8 a
night. Use ofthe group shelter is $30 per
day for less than 750 square feet and $60
for anything over. A group less than 30
costs $60 and a group more than 30-costs
$90.

Facilities include picnic areas, and camp
sites with shelters, RV electric hookups, a
dump s~tion)a modern comfort station
and a visitor's center. The park offi:rs a total
of51 campsites with e1eenicity, water, shel
ters, tables and grills. A primitive campsite
also includes water access.

A lock box collects fees, with rangers
checking permits throughout the park.

The park also offers special events
throughout spring and fall, including the
"Go Fly a Kite" rally in March and the
"Kids Fishing Clinic" in May.

Wmter high temperatures hover at
around 59 degrees, with spring tempera
tures ofabout 80 degrees starting in April.
Visitors experience average temperatures of
about 96 degrees in July, dipping back to
80 for fall.•

. Yes, Drive In,
TlleatresS· ·

Brantley Lake State Park.

Valley's best-kept secret
From the Currmt-A'lJus

C
ARlsBAD - Shhh! Keep it to your
self, but 12 miles north ofCarlsbad
along U.S. Highway 285 is a large dam

and lake - in the middle of the desert. It is
perhaps one ofEddy County's best-kept
secrets.

The danl and adjoining Brantley Lake
S~te Park offers fishing, water skiing, Jet
Skiing, hiking, swimming, camping and
bird watching for those with an urge to
escape their desert surroundings~

VISitors have the option ofcamping in a
campground that offers water and electric
hookups, covered picnic ~bles at cach
campsite and a restroom and shower facility,
or camping in the park's primitive area,

, where there ate no amenities, but where
nature abounds.

The park's trails offer a chance to see .
many of the local animals, including mule
deer, jackrabbits, Texas homed lizards, coy
otes, red tailed hawks, scaled quaiJ 'and great
homed owls. .

Brantley Danl was completed in July
1988, and Brantley Lalce State Park was
officially opened to the public in November
1989.

After more than 75 years ofstudy and
discussion, Congress authorized the con
struction ofthe four-mile Brantley Danl.
The danl's main purpose is to provide flood
protection for Carlsbad and to store irriga
tion water for area f.umers.

But the dam has brought bonuses for
local residents and ~unding areas.

Bass fishing is popular, but channel cat
fish, bluegill and walleye are also stocked in
the lake. There are boat ramps in the
improved area on the west side ofthe lake,
and boat owners can also launch their boats
on the cast side ofthe lake. The park also
offers a 21h-mile hiking trail, which takes
about 11h hours to hike. '

Landlubbers can use the park's shel
tered picnic areas, tables and grills. A
group shelter is available by reservation,
and a sand volleyball court and several
nature trails are nearby.

'.
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David GIUlianI/Current-Argus

Living Desert Zoo and Gardells State Park
boasts a variety 01wildlife.

Escape the or
step·into the. exotic

Fro", the c,mnlt-A'lJ'1S
.

C
ARLSBAD - Step onto the park trail
and enter another world at living
Desert Zoo and Gardens State Park.

The plants arc exotic, almost flamboyant
in their prickly defense. The animals, more
numerous than you might suppose, seek .
~hclter from the sun in these brown, yellow
.111(1 red surroundings. '

Welcome to the beautiful abundance of
the Chihuahuan Desert.

The state park is located atop CoHill in
western Carlsbad. It is open every day of
the week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. between
Memorial Day and Labor Day and 9 a.m. with a cactus.
to 5 p.m. thereafter. Last entry onto the "Our plants bite," Frank warned with a
trail is 6:30 p.m. during the sunlmer and chuckle.
3:30 p.m. during the winter months. For many ofthe animals, Living Desert is

Admission to the park is $4 for adults a refuge that has given them a second
Jnd $2 lix children ages 7 to 12. Childrel) 6 chance at life alter being injured in the \vild
.1110 under 01.1\' enter free ofcharge. A spe- or caught illegally.
ei:tl rate ofS~ per person is available li)r "TIlcse are animals that have imprinted
groups of20 or more. on humans. They wouldn't stand a chance

For more information, call the park at in the wild," Frank said. "Living Desert's
H87-5516. To get there, watch liw the goals arc education and conservation. Now,
park's sign in north Carlsbad ofl U.S. I-ligh- these animals arc sort ofambassadors for
way 285. their particular species. After visiting the .

Plan at least 11h hours tor a visit to Dv- park, 1- think people have a new respect for
II1g Desert. If more time exists, allow your- these animals when they see them in the
~Ifa good hour more to enjoy the visitor wild."
center's educational displays and make a TIle first ofthc animal exhibits contains
quick trip to the gift shop. several variety ofblrds, including the inta-

The park trail \\inds through 1.3 miles of mous raven named "Amazing Grace" who
intricate landscaping and animal displays. likes to play pebble toss with visitors. She
Peoples' reaction is always one ofsurprise. tosses small stones just outside her cage and

"I think people are shocked to see such a waits fOr fOlks to throw them back.
large, beautiful park in Carlsbad," said "She anluses people by rufiling up her.
Linda Frank, a trained volunteer \vith Liv- neck feathers. She looks just like Don
ing Desert. "They always leave thanking us King," Frank said, laughing.
and saying how much they want to return." Next stop is the walk-in aviary, designed

Although tormal tours must be made at to give visitors the feci ofa stroll through
\cast one week in advance, visitors arc . the woods.
encouraged to tour at their own pace and The trail then /cads through exhibits
~top .lny of the numerous park personnel containing critters like tox, javelinas (small
along the trail if there arc any questions. desert boars), Mexican gray wolves, and

Visitors should wear comfortable walk- "Dukie Underhill" the badger.
ing shoes, sunscreen and have plenty of This is the area where visitofS will meet
water on hand. Along the way, \;sitors will the animal that is arguably living Desert's
find various shady spots to sit down lor a biggest celebrity - "EI Patron," the escape-
lew minutes' n:treat from the sun. artist bear. The 265-pound Chihuahuan

black bear captured the hearts oflneal resi-
The landscaping pla)'s ,m almost theatri- dents when he sealed the walls of his corn-

eal role in creating the park's magical teeling pound and took a stroll through town. EI
()(being somewhere else. The native Chi- Patron, which is Spanish for "TIle Boss,"
huahuan plant.'i, shmh~ and trees arc all was captured and taken to the Roswell Zoo
rooted into t,lll, rolling berms that often while his Carlsbad home could be made
block the \;ew ()f surrounding areas. hank more eseape-proof. EI Patron returned to
'klid visitors .IlT often impressed by the \",,;. his Carlsbad home in August 1999.
ety ofplants 11.ltivc to .m area wrongl\' Living Desert's hooted animals - mule
'itereolyped ,IS h.lrren. deer, elk and bis()n -'- arc located at the fur

"People sec these same plants as they arc end ofthe trail's loop. This is olten a point
whizzing by on the highway and think where visitors also enjoy the wonderful view
"Look, weeds~" she s'lid. "Hen:, they can- of-Carlsbad down below.
get up dose to the plants and sec their true Around the bend and back toward the
beauty. It's really a more intimate experi- visitor·center are the prairie dog town,
eIKe." • . watclj!?~~WJ}~_~w9J<;p.me house.

Parcl~t~ Jre GILltioncd,to keep .41~~\A;Jl.. .. •. Thl; ~cW.cl\ds \\ithll 'Wpt\lrough a
llll the 'trail to prevent JIl J(cidelll,ll meeting greenholl!>e.•
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preserve l?otll tile n.atural ~~ con~e~porary
history ot tile area. fhe ongmal CIVilian
Conservation Corps camp, some roads and
tile homestead house site are preserved to
lopk as tlley wercin 1934. .

More importantly tIlough, tile native
trees have been preserved.

West said salt cedar and otller foreign
tiara were introduced to soumcast New
Mexico in the 1930s and 1940s and quickly
ousted the native plants in most locations.

Because me cottonwoods and otller
native plants have been preserved around
Rattlesnake Springs and because ofthe
readily available water, me area serves as ~

migratory stopover fur hundreds ofspcaes
ofbirds.

"Rattlesnake Springs is the best spot in
New Mexico for bird sighting," West said,
citing more than 300 species in the area.

The diversity ofplants and animals in tile
area has also provided numerous scientists
with study subjects.

"Rattlesnake Springs is just a whisper of
what a lot ofthese areas probably looked
like," West said. "It's one ofthose places ' ,
where we've done it right.".

.. . '.

•

Tim~ travel into history
at ttlesnake Spr:ings

..

FrOIll tbe Cllrrmt-AwllS

E
ver want to just
close your eyes,
dig your toes in

the dirt, throw \'our
head back and magical
ly transport yourself
100 years in the past
- jllst to see what
things looked like?

Such a journey
into tile history of
Pecos Valley's natural. .,
enVironment IS POSSI"

ble at Rattlesnake '.
Springs. .',

Local naturalists L:-..' _"';.;.:"__'~:.:..........;.,......._..;.;..;;:..,........

say Rattlesnake Mark J. Maclhallor the Currenl-Arg~s

Springs is one °df tltI
le

Rattlermake Springs is part IIf Carl!~bad Cal'er".., National Park.few areas aroun lat· '.
actually looks like tile "
whole area did 100 years ago. Because ot
years of toresight, the area remains an oasis
ofdiversity.

"It serves as a reminder ofwhat all tile
riparian enVironment around here was.
probably like," biologist Steve West satd.
"Cottonwoods, beavers and all tIlat stuft:
not salt cedars and tires and trash. We pJ;.ob
ably have more biological richness per acre
(at Rattlesnake Springs) tIlan any place in
the state ofNew Mexico." .

Rattlesnake Springs, a popular haven for
bird watchers, picnickers and scientists, is a
portion ofCarlsba~Caverns National Park
a few miles south ofWhite's City along
Highway 62/180. Access is free but be sure
to bring your binoculars. .

The United States first gained ownership
ofRattlesnake Springs in 1934 and the area
eventually became a recreation base for the
Air Force. The area was eventually restored
to its original state and became part of
Carlsbad Caverns NationsU Park ill 1963.
Domestic water for tile park still comes

.from Rattlesnake Springs.
Since then, park officials have worked to

"
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Current-Argus file photo

LeAnda Staebner/Current-Argus graphic

Sitting Bull Falls can be reached by tak
ing State Road 137 off U.S. 285, then.
turning onto Forest Road 276, which
stops at the falls. Signs along the highway
direct motorists. where. to turn to go to
tile falls.•

. .. . . .
t • ~ • • • • •

Sitting
Bun Falls

Area
'Parks

Tl,e cool water of Sitting Bull Falls attracts a "umber of
visitors eac1, yeat; •

• gB F
Beat· the heat

rom tlu Cllrrmt-Arglls

.-ARLSBAD - Eve--brows tend to rise
_". when Carlsbad resi
eots tdl visitors they

•
hould visit Sitting Bull
'ails. The l!lst thing visitors
xpect to see in the middle
f the desert is a watertall
pilling over into mol, dear
ools of water shimmering

the sunlight.
The area, located 43

i1es northwest of Carls
ad, is one of the distinc
ive recreation sites in the
incoln National Forest.
ts natural settings of rock
litTs, cascading waterfalls
nd riparian vegetation,
long with historic struc
ures built by the Civilian
:onservation Corps, has
ttracted thousands ofvis
tors over tile years.

The picnic site is can
trueted in Sitting Bull
:anyon at an elevation of
,660 teet. The site covers
bout six acres.

A I 50-foot high lime
tone clifT supports the
aterfaU and a variety of
osses and ferns grow in
e immediate area. There

re many natural pools
bove and below tile falls,

Many believe that Sit
'ng Bull Falls was named
fter Sitting Bu)!, an Ara
aha Indian prophet of
e Ghost Dance Rcli-

·on. But one Eddy County pio
cer family says family me~bers

named the falls.
The U.S. Forest Service pur

chased Sitting Bulls Falls in the
mid-1920s. By 1931, visitors
could reach the falls by hiking
one mile from the end ofa grad
ed Forest Service road.

As then, the area today con
tinues to be a popular recre
ation area to swim in the crys
tal-clear pools, to hold family.
and group picnics and to hike
in the canyon trails.

Visitors to Sitting Bull Falls
\Viii find covered picnic facilities,
paved parking and restroom
facilities. The area is handicap
fiiendly and wheelchairs can
reach the lookout area at the falls.

The cost to enjoy the falls and its facili
ties is $5 per vehicle and $10 per,van or
bus, Visitors arc on the honor system tp
pay,'the fee. '.' ,'. " ..,

... ~ ~ t ,. t • II ... '" \ -, l to of.., \. ~ , t '. I •

---------'-"-------~._- --- --



•
-~- _.~-_a~----_.---""'.""l.'!'.'""':4411!"..~.,:~.--------.-._.__~__--... . ,... .....

10 Welcome to the West ,

1l'I'I.... lllilliill....m...... ;;Il1111....UI ....Mirii...wwmllbiliJbJ...SllJlIUlzhm..... il..ulll,

Law l#st ofPecos,

Follow a fount ofhistory
. ,

City enjoys mild climate
.

The sun shines abQut 85 percent of
the year. In the summer, temperatures
average In the 9O-plus degree range,
and the rainy season comes late July
through August. Annual rainfall Is 9·12
Inches. The average high winter
temperature is about 60 degrees while
the average low Is about 25 degrees.
The mild winter usually brings 1·3
Inches of snow that lasts only a few
days on the ground. However, autumn
stands out when crops are harvested
and gorgeous colors are reflected In
the outlying countryside.

,... -.,.". _....,... ,...." ... ~._ .._.•. -.". .... -..-- ..._........_.,~ ....... '-'-' --"';

in Chinese and Oriental dishes as
well as American classics.

The Land ofthe Sun, or Cine
ma Twin Theater, in downtown
Artesia has the latest movies on its
two screens and its small size gives
the movie-goer an intimate cine
matic experience at a fraction of
the cost ofa big-city cinema.

Bowlers flock to the Twnble
weed Bowl, and the facility also
houses a lounge, game room and
dance floor. Live bands arc always
on hand, and the bowling league
competition is hot and heavy year
round.

The youth ofArtesia have a
large selection ofactivities from
which to choose. Baseball, basket
ball, indoor volleyball, flag football,
soccer and swimming are aU pro
grams offered to kids ofaU ages.

Artesia's location in the middle•ofthe area's naturaland manmade
attractions makes it a great place to
visit or to'live.

A rich and colorful history sur
rounds Artesia, and it is a history
!he city wears well~A person would
not have to look far to find an
adventure or two in southeastern
New Mexico and Artesia.•

•esla:
Plethora ofactivity

The park "
adjoining tl,e West of
the Pecos Museum
houses a replica of
Judge Roy Beall ~
Jersey Lilly SaloO/"
wl,icll stallds ill
Lallgtry, Texas.

Mark J. Maclha
for the Current-Argus

•

I,
I
I
IFrom the Current-Argln

!l~nown fur its abundant water
.. and named after the artesian
: . ells that first attracted set-
: tiers, the community ofArtesia is a
, tribute to the hard work and deep
, rooted pride ofits people.
· At an elevation of 3,380 feet.
· the city of Artesia is in the north-,
ern part of J;:ddy County, and

· when it comes to' recreation and
leisure. Artesia has a range of activi
ties to offer.

The parks and recreation
department stays busy maintaining

. 'Artesia's many and diverse parks
, and offering the sports funatic a
: wide variety ofrecreational facili-
: ties. The department has fields for

baseball. softball, soccer and model
· airplanes and courts for tennis. rac-
quetball and volleyball. Running-

• walking courses and remote con-
I trol car racetracks arc aU available at
I the spacious Jaycee Park. Only one
I ofeight parks within Artesia, the
I park is host to Artesia's giant
'1 Fourth ofJuly fireworks display.

Race funs have a lot to cheer
, about at the Pecos vaUcy Motor
Sports Complex south oftown. . .
NHRA drag racing. IMCA sanc-

and offer a special attraction for tioned circle track racing. and mud
Carlsbad tourists. bogs draw competitors from

Step into the No. 11, and you I around the state.
will be met with the story ofBar- ; Artesia's many fine restaurants
ney Riggs - a story that begins ! can please even the most demand-
90 miles south over the New Mex- , ing palate. The La Fonda Restau
ico border in a little place known I rant serves some ofthe finest Mex-
then as Eddy. • ican food to be. found anywhere.

Seeing the musewn, the K-Bob's Stcakhousc, Chapz.
attached fountain and saloon repli- ; The Chaos Cafe and the Wellhead
ca area and the Frying Pan Ranch I aU provide fine dining experiences
Chuckwagon display across the ' and Artesia's large nwnber offust:
street can keep a visitor busy most : food restaurants also give the hun-
of the day. Add a trip to see the ; gry a large selection from which to
prairie dog village at Maxey Park I choose from. Kwan Den rounds
Zoo, and the day is complete.. lout the list with some ofthe finest

arrest by Marshal Dee Harkey for plolting 10
kJll anumber 01 men Involved In a card game
gone bad. His friend, Billy Earhart, was
already Involved with Riggs through the plot
against Frazer. .
At the lime, they were running with John
Wesley Hardin, amUr$rer·tumed-lawyer
who still found himself quite handy with a
gun. Harkey ran the three out 01 town, but
overheard Denson and Earhart say they
were off 10 Pecos City 10 kill Riggs.
He wired his long-time friend to warn him.
l:arhart and Denson arrived in Pecos on 0Cl
2, 1896. Riggs, armed and protecled by a
melal vest. walled and moved cautiously
through lown as the duo shadowed him.
Before Earhart could pull his pistol, Riggs
pulled his .45 Coli, polnled II Into Earhttrt's
lace and pulled the IrIgger. Riggs' gun
lammed. Denson began 10 run, with Riggs
notlar behind and firing. He dropped Denson
with ashot to the head and surrendered to
the sheriff.
-Information gathered lrom HaIksy's book,

"M88fJ as HeIrand Internet sources.

The Saga of Barney Riggs
Pecos-area resident Jim Miller was a known
gunfighter, reputed at the tender age 01 810
!lave murdered his own grandparents. By
1900, he was well·known as a killer for hire
whose resumels purported 10 have Included
the murder 01 one·time Eddy resldenl and
New Mexico lawman, Pal Garre",
bushwhacked near Las Cruces In 1908.
Sheriff Bud Frazll.r moved 10 Eddy about .
1894, lollowlng abelter feud with Miller thaI
resulted In the citizens of Pecos City voting
him out 01 office to avoid bloodshed In the
s1reets. The feud continued, culminating In
Frazer's assassination In the Tovah SalOon
18 mlles southwesl 01 Pecos City. Then Miller
wamed the rest 01 the Frazer clan and
Bamey RkJgs, afriend In Pecos City - leave
Pecos or raCe the same fele.
BUl Miller senllwo men 10 "lake care' 01
Riggs, who was not the runnIng kind.
The men he sent began their jOumey in
Eddy. John Denson was under bond for a
killing two weeks before and was under

miniature golfcourse, the Kid City
Recreation Area, and, ofcourse,
the West ofthe Pecos Muscwn
and Judge Roy Bean's Jersey lilly
Saloon replica.

The muscwn, housed in what
was once the Orient Hotel, offers
a wide range ofdisplays from the
Pecos area spread over two flOl3rs
ofspace. Built in the early 1900s
ofsandstone quarried nearby, the
three-story hotel and attached
(Johnson & Heard) No. 11
Saloon served many travelers
along the railroad and the
Bankhead Highway (now 1-20)

From the C:llrrellt-Arglls

P
ECOS, Texas - There is more
to Pecos, Texas, than meets the
eye, and more than enough to

keep a day-trip visitor entertained.
Located 90 miles south of

Carlsbad on U.S. Highway 285,
Pecos is a sleepy town of 12,000
that boasts five motels, a railroad
.lnd bus line depot, nont::ommercial
.lirport, golfcourse, three !>wim
ming pools, tc)Ur parks, a hospital,
a nursing home and two nl..arby
lakes, according to the Pecos
Enterprise newspaper Web site.

The town's history begins with
the arrival ofSpanish conquistadors
in the 161h century and winds
through Indian migration, cavalry
exploration: pioneer westward
movement and the era ofcattle
trails.

The Texas & Pacific railroad
arrived in 1881 and ensured the
hlture of Pecos as a commercial
and agricultural center on the Fort
Worth-to-EI Paso route. The area
developed a ranching industry, and
the advent ofmodem irrigation
methods hrought a substantial
furming industry, as well.

It is also the county scat of
Reeves County, home ofthe
"World's First Rodeo," born July
4, 1883, in Pecos and now held
each Fourth of July week.

And anyone who knows Pecos
knows the "world fumous" Pecos
cantaloupe - once a delicacy
served on the T&P railroad dining
cars - when in season. It is also
the final resting place of infumous
Gentleman Gunfighter Clay Alli
son, rumored to have never killed a
man who didn't deserve it.

Then there's the Maxcy Park
•Zoo on Interstate 20, exit 40
offering a view ofeverything from
black bears to Eiland antelope - a
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• microdermabrasion
• higb frequency

• facials
• salt glows

885-7727
531 N. 6TH STREET

.. . . ~ . . .'. :::::.CAR~SB1J),NM, ',' ,, .\',,~ ,,,,~~~~,,,. ,~ ".".' ... . .. -
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• Full Service Restaurant
• Gift Shop
• Underground Lunchroom·
• Kennel

Serving Park Visitors
for over 75 Years

the .
Cavern SupplyCompaIl}', Inc.

Jel'3phone: 50!3-885-8636 • P.O. Drawer Y • Carlsbad, NM 88220
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Valerie Cranston/Current-Argus

McKittrick Canyon is one of the attractions at Guadalupe Mountains
National Park.
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"It's like a reference others can
use to compare to other p~ces in
the world," he added explainihg
that.ifparticular fossils fOund and
identified in the park were also
found elsewhere in the world, that
discovery would defim the area as
middle Permian.•
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.,G~~\lpe~9untall1SNational the 7in~ Spnng$. an4l J)~g
.,ParkVlSitorCertter is located, Caiiyon Calnpgroun~;" ~~4
.onU.S. Highway 62/180 55 hiking opponumues abound/at
;Jniles southwest of Carlsbad each. .,0

:and 110 miles east ofE1 Paso. Water 0 and restroomsuc
Thl:park is open every day. available, but thc;re are,~no

Memorial Day to Labor Day, showers,;RV hOQ.PtpS or,4tinlp
.piukhours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. stations. Cost i$.$8,·pe.~~,w.gb~
Labor Day to Memorial Day,per site 'or $4"witb 'a 'G91~~il
p~k hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 Age or Golden ~tss.P~pOrt.
p:m.' The park offers 80a;nU~' of

McKittrick Canyon is open 8 trails through forests, ~~y,o'n.$

a...m, tq .•;$0 p.m. during and the desert. Freep~~'~e
MoUn~.S~dard Time and 8 required to spend th~ lii~(fu

o a.tn,· to: 6 p.m. during ~oun- the backcountry.· Camp stovc;s
. lainI)~YUghtSaving Time. . are allowed. ' .

. Park geologist Gordon Bell
agreed the park reveals a "wonder
ful classic geology" that petroleum
geologist Wallace Pra~ realized
immediately in the 1920s and oth
ers came to recognize. Pratt once
owned a portion ofthe land that
now makes up the park.
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The park's exposed geology is a
learning tool by which petroleum
geologists gain important and use
ful infonnation when searching for
similar strata and layering in other
pacts ofthe world that will zsist
them in oil exploration. Richards
explained.

icat example ofclassic middle-Per
mian geology." said Ellis Richards,
park superintendent.

"It has one ofthe best extensive
cross-sections ofwhat luppened in
the Permian Basin millions ofyears
ago. The exposed reefgives the
perfectpieture."
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FnmI the Cumnt-.NJ1Us

S
ALT FlAT, Texas - Just an
hour's drive south down the El
Paso highway is Guadalupe

Mountains National Park, a natural
wonder ofgeologic importance to
the world.

The exposed geology ofthe
Guadalupe Mountains divulges a
pictorial narrative ofan ancient
marine fossil rccfformed 250 mil
lion years ago during Permian
•tunes.

Southwest tourists, in the past,
haven't put the park at the top of
their vacation destination lists, pos
sibly, because ofits undeveloped
remoteness and its 80 miles ofhik
ing trails. However, the park has
always been at the top ofthe must
study lists for geologists around the
world.

Recently the park received inter
national designation and recogni
tion during the International Ge0
logic Conference in Rio de Janeiro,
BrnziJ, for the best exposed geo
logic representation ofmiddle Per
mian-aged geology (Guadalupian
series).

"The park is the best, most-typ-
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BeaUs • Snack Shack • Sears • Regis • Many Hands, Many Hearts - LINCARE - General Nutrition Center
A.G. Edwards &Sons, Inc. - Fish's - The Athlete's Foot - Copy Plus -NCs Nails - Claire's
Corral West Ranchwear - Dunlaps -Turquoise & Things - Jam's Urban Wear for Kids

The Mattress S~OI~~'· .J;I~~l?.$ Unlimited· Extre~e Audio & Sound., '."", .
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ELEGANT
MOUNTAIN HOME

ON 61 ACRES
live hr,Wllfully In ttl!'> (u'>
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~ Janis Loverin
;:,1 Real Estate Team.
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When you select Richard and Janis~v~ ':.~J.Jt

Realtors, you a.re assured of the finest~,~ te service
available. They are the Realtors you'll want on your side
when you buy or sell- expert negotiators with a caring
attitude.




