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StT WATER, page 2:\

watering hours over two to thn'e
days a week.

"A number of people asked if it
would be possible for us to look at
sprinkling twice a wppk."
Hardeman said. "I know watering
brings the storage tank Ic\'PIs
down, but many people over-watRr
with only one day a week allowed."

Knowing they havp a few hou",
on two or three days might reduce
waste, he said.

Grasmick said he would develop
a proposal to consider at the hoard's
next meeting and he personally
could see limiting irrigation to two
hours each morning and evening
two to three days a week. instRad of
seeing some people water fill' 12
hours straight one day a week ~ an
inefficient use of the water.

Mayor Leon Eg-glcston said he
knows people who set their alamu;

smoking once again will be
allowed on national forest land
that surrounds Ruidoso anp
Cloudcroft..

However, officials asked that
visitors to the village and the for
est be very careful with fire and
reminded them that fireworks
never are allowed.

The village of Ruidoso and
Lincoln County usually stay in
step with forest restrictions and
officials there are expected to take
similar action.

Based on a $2,286 impact fee for a
new water connection, a $445 charge
for sewer and $1,315 charge for waste
water, a total impact fee of $4,046
could have been leveled on each single
famIly unit built since 19~8, g-enerat
ing $3.1 million, Rennick said.

Multi-family construction at
$32,680 each for 13 meters serving 105
units would have produced $424,840.
Four new motels would have yielded
$251,828, as part of the overall
$413,980 estimated for commercial
impact fees. The grand total was esti
mated at $3.94 million.

Set' IMPACT, page 2A

Although water demand
increased this month, totals fell
below the same period last year and
residents still will be allowed to con
tinue sprinkling their lawns once a
week.

Reporting to the Ruidoso Village
Council Tuesday, water and waste
water director Larry Grasmick rec
ommend staying in Phase II of the
village's water restrictions. which
have remained in effect since the
summer of 2002.

Phase II limits lawn irrigation to
the hours before 10 a.m. and after 3
p.m. on Tuesday. Tree wells and
gardens may be watered during the
same hours any day of the week.

But councilors Ron Hardeman
and Ron Anderson asked Grasmick
to consider an alternate plan that
would spread the same number of

Forest fire danger
drops to very high

COURTESY

Despite several years of work replacing old and undersized 2-inch water lines in
Ruidoso, village officials still face amajor job as this map prepared by village water
and wastewater director Larry Grasmick shows.

Lors of work remains for village water line r<-,placement

BY DIANNE STAl.UNGS

After a week of intermittent
rain, campfire and smoking
restrictions were lifted Thursday
in the Sacramento and Smokey
Bear ranger districts of the
Lincoln Natiunal Forest.

A", the fire danger was reduced
from extremely hig-h to very high,
officials with the U.S. Forest
Service said charcoal grills and

• Restrictions on smoking
and open flames on forest
land were also retracted.

Water usage increases,
• •restnctlons stay same

in 1997 under former mayor Jerry
Shaw, Rennick said. The population
has qoubled, according to th(' 2000
census. Single-family housing permits
are 15 percent higher than projected
in the study, multifamily is 94 percent
higher and commercial square footage
is about 300 percent higher, he said.

Using building permit numbers
from June 1998 through June 2003,
357 site built homes went up and 147
manufactured homes, 105 multifamily
units were built. 39 commercial per
mits were issues and 606 units were
converted from septic tanks to the
sewer system.

WEEKEND EDITION

He compiled the information after
the village Planning and Zoning
Commission asked the council to revis
it impact fees, "because development
issues go there first."

In the last few years, village offi
cials understand better the challenge
that lies ahead with the proposed $15
million expansion of the regional
wastewater treatment plant it shares
with Ruidoso Downs and another $7
million to complete first phase of
sewer line extensions.

Growth was underestimated in the
study prepared by a consultant when
the council first explored impact fees
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BY DIANNE STALUNGS

If impact fees were collected up
front and kept in place over the last
five years, the village of Ruidoso would
have collected nearly $4 million to use
toward expansion of water and sewer
systems.

That was the conclusion of Charles
Rennick, acting village planning and
zoning director, during a report to the
village council Tuesday based on
growth statistics.

DAVE PRICE/STAFF

A Mescalero girl and her chihuahua enjoy taking part in the Mescalero Fourth of July parade held
on the reservation last week.

Clerk faints during Hedin hearing
BY MARfY RACINE case is highly stressful. I think it's affected her
FOR mE RL'JD()S() NEWS to some degree.

"She's better now. She's going to spend the
rest ofthe day resting. I hope that's going to be
enough for her."

Regardless, "conflicting schedules" will p0st
pone continuance of the hearing "until, in all
probability, sometime in August," he said.

The hearing, expected to last little more
than a day, had already been dragging, with
both sides parsing testimony down to the word.
Witnesses have been on the stand for hours.
"It's taken a little bit longer than we thought,"
Sanchez said atmid-day Wednesday.

Hedin, a Ruidoso High School teacher,
trainer and coach for 11 years, was fired in May
on charges of "misconduct" and "insubordina
tion" stemming from a March 5 incident in
which he was disoovered alone with a minor
female student in the school's training roam
therapy pool. Acrounts differ on what each was
wearing and where they were 'positioned.

Hedin was plaood on administrative leave
and~ to resign - a move that could have

See APPEAL, page 3A

Rt:moso NEWS STAFF WRITER

The arbitration hearing regarding the
Ruidoso High School "hot tub incident" took a
dramatic turn during third-day testimony
Thursday.

Visiting judge Rozier E. Sanchez of
Albuquerque vacated, or indefinitely postponed
the hearing - an appeal by discharged teacher
Eddie Hedin to win back his job - when court
reporter Carol Carson feinted.

Carson collapsed shortly after Hedin
resumed the stand to complete what had been
a stormy cross-examination ending
Wednesday's session.

Carson, whose recording had been tested
Wednesday by the heated and rapid-fire
exchanges between Hedin and school board
attorney Frank AIbetta, began shaking during
her ordeal Thursday and was taken downstairs
to recover while bystanders called 911.

"She was just really out of control with her
nerves," Sanchez said shortly afterward. "She's
under a tremendous amount ofstress, and this

r----------------------------~----~--

Village reco~siders impact fees
P&Z director says development charges would have generated millions in last 5 years
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Cree Meadows'
new GM aims to
keep club's prestige

6A BUSINESS
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Summer vacation
leaves this
writer all wet

Did the Kid cross
the Atlantic before
his death?

8e HOME AND
FAMILY

FOR THE ANIMALS
No-kill shelter is
all about heart
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18 SPORTS
FROM ATO ZIA
Annual festival at
Ruidoso Downs
highlights all things
New Mexico - but
especially the
horses

Ie jVAMONOS!
-Zia Festival isn't just
about the races 
there's art too
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JUlY 12, 1993

First woman mayor
For the first time in the his

tory qf Ruidoso, a woman, will
wield the mayor's gavel.

CounCilor Jerry Shaw was
sworn in as the village's nuin~

her one politician during a spe..
cial hour-long meeting at Vil~
lage hall.

Shaw replaces form~r

mayor VictOr Alonso, who quit
his post. -

JUlY 10, 1983

Skeen meets community ,
U.S. Representative Joe

Skeen said he supports loca~

ing a regional airport on th~

Fort Stanton Mesa site pre
ferred by airport proponents,
and he said talks ate under
way in Washington to win
transfer of the site to the
FederalAviationAdministmtion:

JUlY 13, 1973

BaokrobbetysuspeacaJgbt

LIN:coiN COUNlY SCRAPBOOK..

JUlY 10, 1953

112 wit and 1/2 wisdom, .0

This newspaper frequently
has spoken out fora ~building

and rerouting of"Bloody Run,"
the state highway between
Roswell and Ruidoso, but the .
death of five 'persons on
~loody Nob," formerly mown
as Border Hill, °a few days~
has caused more reaction than
at any other time. '
, NumeroUs persops l;lave '
called the newspaper to ask
what could·be done to induce
the highway department to
make a try to reduce the killer
aspects of the route.

An intensive manhunt by
members of the Ruidoso and

,Ruidoso Downs police depart
ments, Lincoln County Sheriffs
office, New Mexico State Poli99
and Federal Bureau pf
Investigation, led to the a~
hension and filing of charges
against a suspect in the first
bank robbezy inRuidoso history.

John Mich8el Graham, 24,
I who lists his permanent

address as Anthony, New
Mexico, and is an ,employee of
the race track, was taken from
the Lincoln County jail
Thursday afternoon in the cus
tody ofa U.S. Marshall.

JUlY 12, 1963

ShO'~vers CI;ld dry season
"Thirsty range lands,

orchards and forests in Lincoln
County have received the first
heavy showers of the usual
July rains, beginning July 4 in

the house-like structures that Best Friends uses for its I the area.
animals to create a more. homelike atmosphere. In Ruidoso, a total of 3.20

"They even sent me the blueprints of what they I inches has been recorded by
built," Graham said. "They've been very helpful." I weatherman CA Culver July

The design includes radiant heat, a special air cir- I 4 through 10.
culation system and two dog doors to ~ run,
because "there's always a dominant dog that will stay ,
by one of the doors," Graham said Outdoor fencing
will be coated and black 00 be less intrusive for the ani
mals.

Besides her temporary charges, Grahain owns
seven German shepherds, including the last one she
purchased with her husband and a 12-year old res- I

cued animal who is blind, nearly deafwith heart and
liver disease and mammary tumors.

Her major regret in leaving Lincoln is that the
graves ofher past pets will be left behind, she said

"All ormy dogs have marble headstones," Graham
said "I hope to spare other pet owners that pain by
creating Rainbow's End, a pet cemetery oli the new
property. We would put in small markers."

She also envisions a sculpture with multiple wind
chimes like the one she saw at Best Friends. "It
sounds !ike the gates ofHeaven,"she said

"So many people have opened up their hearts to
us," Graham said She also has an extensive donor
mailing list. Donations range from $5 to $5,000, but
the need continues to grow, especially while waiting
for grants to be awarded Lowe's HOhte Improvement
Warehouse donated building supplies and the
Chrysler Corporation has committed for a vehicle, but :
monthly expenses andmajor constroction projects will
require much more.

Donations of time haven't been quite as plentiful
Many volunteer, but often don't respond later when
called, she said

Singleton was an exception and has become
Graham's "right hand"

"She came to me and said, 'Here, put me to work,'" "
Graham said. Denise Willis is another recent and rell
able recruit, who also donated kennels to the sanctu
ary.

"We need more volunteers and'a volunteer coordi
nator," Graham said "We need people who can work
together. None"ofuS are wealthy people. All ofus are
unpaid and ifa person doesn't get along with people
and animals, I don't have the time to deal with them.

"But the main thing-will remain the financial end.
Were constantly searching for new grants and other
sources."

Serving with Graham on the sanctuary board are
Washburn, Jim .Boz¢h, an attorney from. Roswell
and RuidOso, and Rusty Garvin, president of Wells
Fargo Bank in Ruidoso. She hopes to expand the
'board in the future.

primarily on the cost of the spay and neuter proce
dures. People who drop offpets are not charged, but a
donation is requested, she said

While lOcal veterinarian Becky Washbwn helps
with reduced cost procedures, Graham also struck a
deal with a Portales veterinarian who was closing a
shelter. By taking his animals, he will repay her with
three free surgeries for every animal she accepted '

"I'm taking 10 kittens and three dogs this week,"
she said

Graham used Best Friends Sanctuary in Angel
Canyon in southern Utah as her model and attended
a worksliop on its operation last September before
starting her own project. Officials there, including
Faith Maloney, senior staff in charge of animal care, 
have helped her with nonprofit incorporation infor
mation, operational manuals and other advice later
over the telephone.

DIANNE STALUNGS/STAFF'

Lisa Singleton, left, and Emma Graham are the two "hands" of Best Pals Sanctuary in Lincoln, a"no kill" shelter soon to be
moved to Arabela.

for the

Lost

Labor

Anew no-kill animal
shelter near Arabela
IS Emma Graham's

I

Love's

BY DWII SIRl.lItGS
RIJIOOSO Nm SfAFF WRIIl!R

Whenever doubts or exhaustion begin 00 wear
her down, Emma Graham is bolstered in her
resolve to create a "no kill" pet sanctuary by the mem
ory ofsomething she can't fully explain.

Graham, former owner of Lincoln Collectibles,
started her crusade to establish Best Pals Sanctuary
last fall after the death of her husband, Bob, on Dec.
12,2001.

"When Bob got sick, we shut down the restaurant
(he operated at the west end ofthe historic settlement
of Lincoln> and closed Collectibles (at the east end),"
she said. When he died, "I literally laid around, cried
and slept. That's all I did for five months and then I
made some decisions.

"I knew I didn't want to go b,ack to Texas. I love
New Mexico. I decided to start the sanctuary. I knew
I didn't have enough money, but I thought this could
be like the movie 'Field of Dreams,' build it and they
will come. Somehow I the money has been there when
we needed it."

With the initial steps for the "They average 1,800 dogs dhd
sanctuary underway, Graham "I 1m 1did lit h 800 cats," she said ofthe sanctu-
said she woke up about 2 a.m. ew n ave ary established in 1978. "So they
one day to bright daylight. enough money, but 1 go to big cities on weekends for

"I thought I slept until the til........... til-IS could be mass adoption events."
afternoon," she said. ':"'61.. Graham and her )lli\jor volun-

Standing outaide her win- like the movie 'Field of teer, Lisa Singleton, also take
dow, where blinds that usually advantage of special events like
hide the scenery were missing, Dreams,' build it and the Fourth of July: parade ,at
she saw her husband, his face th -II" Capitan to arrange' adoptions.
aglow with approval, he sig- ey WI come. They also show off animals at
naled her with a thumbs up Emma Graham Some local stores on weekends.
gesture. The light then faded founder, Best Pals Sanctuary "We adopted out six dogs and
and everything went dark one cat this weekend," she said of
again with the blinds in place. the Capitan celebration. The

"I kno~ it was not a dream. It actually happened," group also won third place in the parade competition.
Graham said "I think it was his way of telling me I Complaints about barking dogs by some neighbors
made the right decision. I dedicated the sanctuary to in Lincoln prompted Graham to look for land in a more
his memory. A perpetual trust is being created to remote area. She hoped for a donation, but was turned
ensure the sanctuary continues long after fm gone." down by several land-wealthy individuals. She ended

Last October, she took in her first stray. Another up buying 160 acres near Arabela on the east side of
soon followed, but she had good luck placing them. as the county and hopes to move within three months.
they were brought to her. Meanwhile, she intends to plead no contest tp the

Graham told LincOln County commissioners last barking nuisance charge and will pay the fine, she
week that her current count is 28 dogs, 30 cats, three said She's hopipg to strike an arrangement with the
horses and two goats. Lincoln County1Commission, ifmembefa-decide not to

"We go through an extensive application on each stay with the Humane Society of UncoJn County, to
adoption," she said. "We do fbllow-up checks and we accept animals turned in by the impminding officer
have removed one and brought one back to the sanc- and others in the unincorporated portipns ofthe coun-
tumy." ty.

Requirements include a fenced yard, that the arrl.- "This is a 5,0D0-square-foot houSe," Graham saia
mal is sterilized and has all the necessary inoculations. "I have kennels with roofs outaide and keep the dogs

"We operate strictly off of donations and grants," segregated."
Graham said. "There are people and corporations out Before she can move, a doublewide mobile home
there who will support a 'no kill' sanctuary." ' needs to be found and set up at the site where volun-

Adoption fees are $75 for female dogs, $65 for teers and Graham can live to enslil'e around the clock
males, $50 for female cats and $40 for males, based . supervision. Then outdoor pens will go up, followed by

+

New Mexicans to receive state's highest arts award in September
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each individual: Atencio is known for per ing, resin paintings. Zeckendorf, who,
work as a storyteller,' relating traditional assuttIed a key role in· the design and
Hispanic southwestern tales; legends, expansion of the Santa ·Fe Opera, will
and myths that have been passed down receiv-e an award as a leadingarts patron
for hundreds of years. Feezer is a ~ong-,' \,Vonder hQwpeople are selected?
time patron of the arts. l\)nd:raiser, Nominations are ~»f;edeach year from
w~aver and" strong support,eI:, Jor .the artsgrtJtijJS and individuals. A selectidJl
€arlsbad Museum and Arts Centet. oommittee' made,up of members of ilia
Sculptor Hyde, ofN~ P~; Chippewa, liew Mexico Atts Coxnrnission reYie;W'B
and Assinniboine deScent'~.~~UDll1U8.the· ~tions ~,~s its recom;
of the Institute of~Ci:U1,'I#~ ~: ~tf.tms' w~: fUjj;"i~jssion aDd
in Santa Fe. Nagatam, who~~'a th~ G()~t4OI'•.pwiDg ifs 3Q-year'~
professor of art and art historian at the. tence, DU1nY talenUld plUn~; weavers;
UniversityofNew Mexioo since 1981;will .~ptors, dBncers, .. mU$iCianEf, ,story'
receive an award for, his 'pbotDgfilpbic ~,.poet.stactlmJ, pla~ts and~
work. Pierce, recognized tor hel:·~c fAtt's b$~:been bono~ ~pienta hav~
oontribution ro New ~eJrioo,' hM .•.·~JI1~~ded .'o~~()lto,· Anaya, .GeOrgUt
involved with the state since the 1930s,';·.~, ~FatDswOrlh,N. Scott
and is kno~ for her modern, ~eriz., ,,j(o~, ~lJen tmdM8x~, ~
., '. II I . 'i I·'· r if. ' ." ... ,ot r ' ;j,
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Gov. Bill Richardson, First Lady
Barbara Richardson and the New Mexico
Arts Commissi01\ have anriounced the
recipients ofthe 30th Annual Governor's
Awards for ~ence and Achievemeqt
in the Arts. '!be Governor's Arts Awards,
established by Gov. Bruce Kingand First
Lady Alice King in 1974, celebrate the
important role ofthe arts in the econom
ic and cultural life of New Mexico. This
year's ceremony will be held on Sept. 12;
The Santa Fe public event is free.

'1 join all New Mexicans in apprecia
tiorl for the tremendous contribution of

,the arts to our state's culture Bnd econo
my; and I am prou~ to honor these out-

I standing New Mexicans for their indMd
ual achievements," Gov. Richardson said
in a statement in ARTSpeak Summer

·ft. 'N. _ ......

Art, craft and
Such

I PRACTICAL, CREATIVE WAVS
TO INCLUDE FUN IN

liVERVOAY LIVING
8Y POLLY E. CHAVEZ

2003.
The publication is partofNew Mexico

Arts, a division of the department ofcul
tural a1fairs. The New Mexico ArtH mis
sion is to preserve, enhance, and dev-elo.,
the arts in New Mexico through partner
ships, public awareness, and education,
and to enrich the quality of life for pre
sent and' futqre generations.

Six New Mexicans will be awarded
Gqvemor's 0 Arts Awards, New Mexico's
mostprestigiousartistichonor. '!be recip
ients. include these New Mexic8ns~

Paulette Atencio of Chama; Frances
Feezer of Carlsbad; :I)oUg Hyde of Sant'.f
Fe; ,Patrick Nagatani. of Albuquerque;
Florence Miller Pi$'Cl9 of Albuquerque; .
and Nancy ZeckendorfofSanta Fe.

In a nutshelli here is 80methUigabout
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ELEGANT
MOUNTAIN HOME

ON 61 ACRES
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~"anis Loverin
LReaJ Estate Team.
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When you select Richard andJa~·.;!l"i:
Realtors, you are assured of the fines service
available. They are the Realtors you'll want on your side
when you buy or sell - expert negotiators with a caring
attitude.



FABULOUS OPEN CONCEPT DEER PARK HOME ON I ACRE!
The f,nest 01 everythrng r Granrte countertops tile tloors beautIful decks
loce,'lItl1 great hot tub, 4 Bf w bunk room too Impeccable style Stucco
exleflor and W rool Tasleful and serene A must see' $650,000 #98629
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ALTO FULL GOLF HOME UNDER $230,OOO!
Ttli', ( ",jrrrt,'Hl h'JIJr,f' I', ,1,'1' ,1 " ; (If" :"Ji If)' Alto \Jaljlled "'pillngs
M,!<.1 n r ill" fnal" '(I'.'PI ~,1IPI11 ([10,11,1'11 (]':Haqe fOOl Nicely :reed lot

. Bp ,r All" :ri', "1J~111lP" 5229.500 c9cl199
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Why Call Anyone Else?
1-800-943-1137

• •

Providing the service you want """ And the options you need.
Quick, Hassle-Free Mortgages.
Lower Interest Rates and Fees.
More Options Than Other Lenders.

£1 Paso, Texas 79912
"

.-. -5788 N. Mesa •

Richard Thomas,
Owner,
38 years in
mortgage lending

"

•

.-,
~'.

Sierra Mortg~ge ---,
Corporation .

'-
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NM Brokers License 13789&

Book On Lille
www.ruldosoreservations.com

1103 Mechem Dr.
Ruidoso, NM 88345
800/545/9017
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-:'~-There's Gold in Them There Hills! Do you want to enjoy the beautiful fall colors,
: :~-walk in the pines? Then CoNoOTEl has the perfect place for you. Our beautifully
~- _-appointed private homes and condominiums are available by the day, week, or
~:month. All at a price you can afford. Fireplaces, great
~_-. views, fully equipped kitchens, other amenities will make
~your CONoOTEl experience special......
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~~Ski Packages
: :-:"~Available On line.0- ...........,.. .

•.~..........
" ---
:~:. www.skiapachevacalions.com
... I' -.... "" -« y ~..,.. ".. , ... ,.., .
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