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and committed relationship
similar to marriage for 12
or more consecutive months
sharing a residence and
financial obligations, he
said. It does not include ex
spouses, ex-domestic part
ners or roommates.
Dependents of domestic
partners could be covered if
the child primarily is
dependent on the domestic
partner, he said.

He recommended that
the county follow the state'£'
lead and include domestic
partners. The cost of cover-
ing the three would be less
than $3,000 a year, he said. +

"This. is an evolving
issue,"Slewart said. 'The
federal government doesn't
recognize domestic part
ners. Our policy allows
employees to take 'out pre
miums before taxes, but
you can't for domestic part
ners because the feds don't
recognize them. If you
approve including them,
finance will have to figure
out the percentage that 'is
taxable each time."

Commissioners Rick
Simpson and Earl Hobbs
opposed the inclusion.

"I think if they want our
benefits, they ought to get
married," Simpson said.

"I think it's wrong,"
Hobbs said.

Someone from the audi
ence shouted that the bene
fit was aimed at "gays and
lesbians."

Oscura resident Jerry
Carroll pointed out that the
state of New Mexico doesn't
recognize common-law
marriages.

difficult case. It's been 16 years between
the offense and the traiL One polioo offi
cer on the case died, evidence had disap
peared. The victims had married,
changed their names and moved away
from the area.

"They thought the case was long for
gotten and that some people just get
away with their crimes."

He noted the persistence of officers
and investigatOrs in tracking down the
two victims and the willingness of the

See JUDGE, page 3A

site development plan for a new Bealls store.
Mel Ward, vice president of real estate for

Stage Stores Inc., submitted an artist's sketch of
what the front of the now empty Wal-Mart prop
erty on U.S. 70 may look like when two OJ;· three

new tenants are in place. /
But after a half-hour ofdiscussion at

the Ruidoso Planning and. Zoning
Commission meeting Tuesday, Ward
acknowledged that he couldn't assure
members ofthe board about the design
of the front except on the one-third of
the large building that BeaUs will occu
py.

Charles Rennick, acting village
planning chief and assistant village
attorney, asked ifwindows in the other
section of the building will remain'
boarded up with unsightly plywood.

See STORE, page 2A

• Lincoln County goes
against a growing trend
nationwide.

BY DIANNE STAWNGS
RI'lIl0S0 NEWS STAfF WRITER

Many states recognize
domestic partners in lieu of
spouses in everything from
insurance to marriage con
tracts, but Lincoln County
is bucking the trend.

County commissioners
took no action Tuesday on a
motion by Cdmmissioner
Leo Martinez to include
domestic partners under
the county's medical insur
ance package for employees.

"I t'lon't judge people's
sexual preferences," said
the commissioner, who
noted that the term 'domes
tic partner' could cover a
live-in of the opposite or
same sex. "I think people
should be treated fairly and
equally."

County manager Tom
Stewart said initially he
understood that an execu
tive order by Gov. Bill
Richardson covering
domestic partners under
the state cafeteria medical
plans left no options for
counties. Under that
assumption, letters were
distributed to all employ
ees. Three affidavits from
county employees applying
for the coverage are expect
ed, he told commissioners
Tuesday.

He later found out that
coverage of domestic part
ners is a local option. The
definition of domestic part
ner requires an exclusive

,Domestic partners
refused insurance

;,,it_ Sands Blvd.)
'_4~ ' J '; r

, ,~,?' "'5) 442-4000
m"9pm • Sunday 9am-6pm

~,~ ,

District Court in Carri7.ozo, the jury .
came in with the verdict about 9 p.m.
We4n.esday. They deliberated less than
two hours, Key said. They found
Valenzuela guilty ofcriminal sexual pen
etration with force or coercion and crimi
nal sexual contact of a minor under the
age of 13.

The district judge ordered a 6o-day
diagnostic examination before sentenc-
ing.

"Both victims testified," Key said
Thursday. "Obviously, this was a very

1 Tl
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Working on the premise that one-third ofa ren
ovation is better than waging a battle with Wal
Mart, Ruidoso planners approved a commercial

Bealls one step closer to moving in
BY DIANNE SIIIJR

ject Wednesday.
He said the museum officials raised the

money to move the bridge and are coordinating
with the state Department of Transportation.

Dorothy Victor with the Historic Preservation
Division could not be reached for comment about
the outcome of the Wednesday meeting, but
Cameron Saffell, curator of agriculture for the
museum, said a course of action was approved.

A public hearing on the bridge will be con
ducted at 9 am. during the county commission's
Aug. 19 meeting in Carrizozo.

He explained that the bridge is listed on the
state's Registry of Cultural Properties, meaning
it is an official historic strocture and is covered

See BRIDGE, page 3A

2002 when he applied for a driver's
lioonse in Texas and the 15-year-old war
rant popped up.

Valenzuela was elected municipal
judge in March of 1986, but left either in
June or July of 1987, acoording to town
reoords. Harrold Mansell was appointed
as acting municipal,Wdge and later was
elected.

Key was working in the area as a pri
vate attorney and public defender at the
time of the incident

After a two-day trial in 12th Judicial

See TRACK, page 3A

track, due to the unusual
situation of having multi
ple bidders vying for this
suddenly hot property.

"We're taking great care
to make sure we have an
unbiased process," Hatch
said. "That's why we deaid
ed to hire an outside con
sultant to review applica
tions and give a report that
outlines strengths and
weaknesses of eachappli
cant."

The commission will
select one of four applicants
for the $30 million to $50

State expresses 'concerns' over bridge's move' to Las Cruces

Troubled waters
BY DIANNE STAU.JNGS
RI1IX)SO !'&TWS STAFF WRITER

•', -'ill"",", .It'W.WlAS!&TAff

Uncoin resident and former county commissioner Ralph Dunlap starttfSlfi front 01 the Green Bridge across the Rio
Hondo in April 2000. He urged Lincoln County officials to take sleps 10 preserve the historic structuret

Two years ago, the Lincoln County
Commission struck a deal for the old Green
Bridge on the Rio Hondo to be removed to the
Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum in Las Cruces.

Rather than see the structure continue to
deteriorate, commissioners asked that the muse
um take care of all expenses and allow children
from the county free admission to see the struc
ture when it is installed tlCT088 a small drainage
area on museum land.

County manager Tom Stewart told commis
sioners Tuesday that officials with the state
Historical Preservation Division "expressed
some concerns" and wanted to discuss the sub-

RUJOOSO NEWS STAFF WRIlllR

A Lincoln County jury found Martin
Valenzuela guilty of two, 3rd-degree
felonies Wednesday stemming from a 16
year-old child molestation case.

The 56-year-old former Ruidoso
Downs municipal judge was areused in
1987 of fondling a child, but fled before
he was arrested. District Attorney Scot
Key kept the warrant active and
Valenzuela was arrested jn September

Valenzuela had been on run for 16 years before driver's license check found warrant
BY .SIIlUHGS

Ex-judge gu~lty of molestation
I

·RUIDOSO, NEW MEXICO • FRIDAY, JULY ~ 8, 2003 • Ou R 57TH YEAR, No. 16 • 50 CEbTS
, i _ . _

Hatch asks for Hobbs
track decision this year
BY TODD FUQUA
RUIDOSO NEWS SPORTS EDITOR

It's been almost three
years since the New Mexico
State Racing Commission
first began considering the
building of a new horse
track near Hobbs, and the
commission's executive
director says she hopes a
decision will be made on
who gets the right to build
the track by the end of the
year.

India Hatch, speaking
by telephone Thursday,
stated the commission is
taking avery deliberate
route to the awarding ofthe
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Jl/IY 19, 1993

Rule enforceme
Reamtly, RuiOO

banded txIgether in I

to save giant Porn
that fronted their (
offSudderth Drive.

Those residents
oomed that the rer
natuml furest screE

blocks their neigbb
thehightraf6cflSw
impact their quaJity I

Although many
oome down, resident
settle fur the 1andscI
1age requil'eS fur I

sites.

Jl/IY 20, 1973 ,

Ruidoso growinJ
June 30 IIUlrlmd

anotherfiacalyearin
aD dthe figures 00II

village government s:
is the fustest~
state.

The new municit
$1,318,993 was a;
Raymond Ims, local
division cllieffI the
DepartmentfiFinm:
budget is an increaSl
centover lastyear.

JUlY 18, 1983

Hope held out i
The Lincoln C

Association has nc
its fight for an adc
trictjudge to serve
Otero counties, d~
that a bill to estal
position 'was veto
Toney Anaya in At:

-, .. ' .
LINCOLN COUNlY 51

,Jl/IY 17, 1953

1 1/2 wit and 1/2 "
We feel there abo

Jpgislaijon requiring
ties and oomities, t
~ontheirp

- fur thQi serve iJ
jobsanditottenhapJl
them do not C8lTJ
themselves to leave I

thefrfiuniJieswhen tJ
al death·iIi the lineof
Surh insuranm oou:
affordedbycities ancl

Jl/IY 19, 1963

New dress code
Ruidoso scbool I

meeting gave al
~Tom
~thatsdlOl
ceming student's dn:
uptoenoourageneab
more'deoorum.

Aooenting the po
members said it w
moraJe to have a s
neatly dressed. ~
outlawed in the new
will be blue jeans ,
girls, "especially the
jeans that are 80 fig
Hketheyare~

Barrowstated.
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ST 'RY:AND PHOTOS BY
'MARTY RACINE

T;e metal man is more than a builder; he's an
inventor. "That's what you do at night when
you can't sleep - think ofnew things."

With Chance following along wagging his approval,
Fernsler shows a visitor his latest contraption, a
paver press with interchangeable mould heads.

"It's not on the market yet. rve got a lot of people
interested. rve got a guy in Canada who's going to sell
them in the Horn ofAfrica." .

He's under no illusions. Though the business is
debt-free he doesn't expect to get rich.

"I just want to make a living- as long as I can buy
Chance's dog food. The reason I sell, I have a price
that the common man can afford, the small contrac
tor, the do-it-yourselfer. If! started hiring people and
had to pay workman's comp and insurance, the price
would have to go up."

Sometimes, the profit is in being your own boss. "I
don't have a payroll to meet. I work my own hours. I
don't have temperamental employees or the govern

. ment busting my chops. I only have to answer to me.
"Sometimes ifgets overwhelming. Ifyou don't do it,

it doesn't get done. IfI don't quit at 4 o'clock and go in
and cook dinner, I don't eat." i

And it's not easy work. It's hot, dirty and dusty, I
requiring protective gear. "Metal slivers in your
hands, cuts and burns if you're not careful. And fve
had some accidents."

Recently a steel plate he was unloadingfell on his
foot. "I hadjust dropped a wrench handle on it about
a month before and it loosened a nail. You don't want
to look at my big toe. I don't want to look at my big
toe~ ,

But it's a life. "There are two things I won't do
again. I won't go into a partnership with anyone, and
I won't get married. If I had a woman here she'd be
complaining, 'You're tracking in steel shavings on my
carpetl' It would take a special woman to put up with
thisl "

I , ,

Capitan resident happy being his own!boss
,

TImetal man's shop is a sight, symbolic ofa only work I had was digging graves along the
. e that has been anything but ~dy: steel Delaware River to Imlke machine payments." •

plates and angle iron piled everywhere, He sold his business and went to Jacksonville,
metal shavings on the floor, machines and tools and Fla., where his father had moved. His possessions
parts scattered all over. consisted of his tools, transported in a small U-Haul

Here on a quiet village street'llCl'OSS from Capitan trailer. ' /
Elementary, Warren F. Femsler, his T-shirt coated Hegotajobwo~gonboatsbutsawotheroppor-:
With silvery dust, buUds and sends his creations out to tunities in fast-gtowing Jacksonville. He alid a 'fel
the world - anything metallic, ornamental or practi- low, a slick talk,er "who coUld sell a refrigerator to
cal, that one IIligI:1.t conjure. . " Eskimos," pllJ1;nered up and went into business.

'Tm in the business ofbuilding," he says ofhis com-' "We bought a dozer and got work clearing lots
pany, Fernco Metal Products (www.ferncometal.com).alongtheSt.John·sRiver. He 'didn't know squat
"I even build my own machinery. I, build things 80 I' about construction and equipment but he could
can build things." handle the banks ,and the office end of it.

Today he's cOmpleting a manually operated com- Everything's going good until I found out he
pressed earth block p~ss :- an adobe press - for a was stopping by seeing my wife as I was out
VmgiDia company. One of~everal brick presses in his at work."
ca~og, this model is based on a design developed in Tluit was Bad Omen No. 1. Bad Omen
Co~umbia during the mid-1950s to address the need No.2 was when the guy vanished after,
for low-cost housing. buying Femsler out. "The deal was he

"I bought a set ofplans," Femsler says, "and I made would make monthly payments on the
improvements on it like using stress-proofsteel for the business. He made one. Then he disap-
bushings." peared. He probably went to Pakistan,

The unit weighs 240 pounds and sells for $895. The where he grew up. Never heard from
metal man also makes a more expensive hydraulic- him again."
operated press and a larger brick press. He figures F~msler and his wife
he's built close to 100 such pieces. moved to the Florida

'Tve shipped these all over the world, Africa, South Keys where he ran equip
America. I sent a small brick machine to the Congo a ment for a Cuban guy
couple weeks ago. A lot of times in remote areas, named Lido. Then the
places up in the mountains, they'll break it down and IRS showed' up in a
pack it in on mules." demanding mood; his

partnet hadn't been pay
ing employee withholding
taxes.

"So I'm responsible.
The IRS put a tax lien
against me. It took sever-
al years to recover from Warren Fernsler pauses In his workshop between projects. Fernsler has several projects, tools
that." and various pieces of metal cluttering the converted garage of his Capitan home.

Now broke, the couple
moved to the wife's home state of Mississippi. It was
not a pleasant stay.

"I ended up at Green Acres Processing Plant laying
under chicken trucks coated with chicken poop, feath
ers and dead chickens doing mechanical work.' The

whole time I was there I couldn't eat
chicken because of the smell of that ren
dering plant."

Two years later, in 1976, the couple
arrived in Carlsbad, where Fernsler
worked for a firm that built machinery for
the potash mines. He later was president
of a fabrication firm servicing the potash
industry. Then the mines closed.

Bad timing. "I had just built a brand
new house. Lost the job, lost the house."

Lost his wife to divorce.
He returned to Florida, working on

heavy machi:ilery. "Every year I swore rd
never spend another summer in Florida,
sitting under heavy equipment, grease up
to your armpits, you're soaking wet, all
the sand sticking to you, the mosquitoes
trying to eat you.

"Finally rd had enough of that sweat
hole."

So he bounced back to New Mexico, this
time to Ruidoso where in 1991 he opened
Fernco Sportsman's Supply, a combina
tion' gun repair and sporting goods stote.
He did some metal work building security
doors. '

Tiring of the retail life, he sold the busi
ness in 1999 and bought his barber's house
in Capitan, where he converted a carport
into his shop, filling it with an air compres
sor, lathe, band saw, belt sander, track
torch and drill presses. There, it would be
justhim, his dog Chance and all that metal.

....n Fernsler adjusts one of the'many machines In his workshop in
capitan,

PAGEIOC
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~
er, 50, grew up in New Jersey. "I took

woodshop in high sehool," he says. "They did
n't have metal shop."

After graduation he attended heavy equipment
school in Homestead, Fla., returned home and went
into the excavation business. He bought a backhoe,
dump trock and trailer, doing his 'own maintenance.

+ "If you're in heavy equipment, if you don't fix it
, yourselfyou won't stay in business very long," he says.

"It's too expensive to pay someone."
By 1970 he'd had enough of Jersey winters. "In

wfnter you did nothing. The ground froze and con
struction stops. Things got so bad in the winter the

, ,.
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Renewing old friendships and readying for family changes
It has been a busy and hectic two Theyhave beautifulyamsofaDsizesand with a'Visit by Mrs. Rex Werner of muchcompany.~'andl!

weeks. We spent sometime between items made from the alpam, They also can. AlainogordQ.The Werners were among Peg and leota~
Portales and &swell getting my mother do wool but their mainbusiness is alpaca.' the ,first people we· got aqua.tinted. with ,number of~. '
ready to live at Villa del Rey. She seems The company moved here from \Yhehwe movoo. to~ CoUni¥. She .
anxious to get moved. She will be in the Washington several months agt),Cbryss remindedme thatweusedtobabysiteach We met 8:'''•.iJ!~
Independent facility. We will be going to is the daughter ofNancy FergerSon,w!to . other's~ , . , .men - ~?~:~~
Portales today to celebrate her 94thbirth- is quite well known for her weaving. ',' " . ' . ' , Meile&e, C~,~~ ",'f •

day. She has agranddaughter andfamily. . ThebuiJdings '$'8 st.arting in~ a COD1pu'fm.'s;jDjN~;~, '
ooming down from WashingOOn state. . It haj:l been a week. of renewing Qla, finished look. The G:aJl.egos~ and New~ 'tD", ,

friendships. Bill: and Pearl Sum'ise of Dr,W~HousearesportiDgan~~ fuund~by'.,:~
Twelve members Qf~e Carrizozo FCE Albuquerque l'(ladea surprise, visit. Dr. Wopds Annex is ~ftom.~'pi.c- They~~~

took a tour of the Royal Spinning on ~.earl.isstilla.~··ve,te.achiiIg,wea.~. ' m.c....,~.:".A..S.. in.'. p~.. ~.:·.·.tio.·.,n...tQ1\."'."'''''' W.. rt.....'..of..unco.~.:....•. :: .. ·,,·"GaviJan Canyon reoontly. The group was and touring, e, world 011 Native work ~~·tM·~"~t" ,~~\ .,
guided by Cbryss Fergerson. They were .Ame~ aCfi: 'ties. She bas been 'to ~., ,.j, .," favorable,,; ,./ "\, "'~;,~,.
led from the washer that washed the Australia, NeY( Zealand, SQuth Africa tl\Qr(i)lWe~pJasfa'~;i':>;Y ... ~'" ',,".n,:'.,

~=.~.=..,,:,,,,,var:,,::w..o:~..~.:e... i.'..•·.·.,.ls.8.:.'t.:-.
iIl="=.".e.. : QI!itA!.,.•\l~. '~.l' . ·';.'.1.:1.:.."_ 'iflIl.)Il.",,;:j~~,~r

processes ofcarding. for the fleeces to rov- ':, on her tri~~:, ,iW»~S. \ ' '" ideIl~a~i' " ;. :H',' I ,Ithas . ,

=="tt~~ee:\ ·U::.~h.~.Am"theOJa. ~t=l\ ~d~~dId '
ed on • ment cnitside thebuilmng.'f "'~"B1mdaY:" (\tC!te',....'li6"..-+n~t.4i..~lIJoU1) ,,~:,:a::1L.'t'.:i.::;1iJt~~~~~' . '~.u'" tKil ..' (tWoeqmp . ..,,,,, . ,',' ,,~~.tWJ',D~J:'.l~..~ ,,' ~~.,~,'.":/.I1;.' .. ~,~~f,:ottl','~~;~n;lit<.",\~
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LIVE YOUR DRFAMS
IN THIS AMAZING ALTO HOME

ON 7.4 ACRES.
( IllImtltr/y tmtrful tlntlqUI' tlrc!Jltf(/ural r!.emow

throughout. Adl'1Crnt gufJ{ IIO/tJf on I tle. IS thf utmO.lt

lfl r!.e.f';IUlt Ill"COmmorlltlOW jor your /t'worfd guf.lf.l.

Main home $2,395,000 #1)H441
Guest house $650,000 #1)8621)
Offered together at $2,995,000.

Qlillltfifd huym only,

ELEGANT
MOUNTAIN HOME

ON 61 ACRES
Live beautifUlly In thiS CUS
tom oak and Tennessee
limestone home wi com-

f, mandlng views In every
direction Gourmet kitchen
Lofty ceilings Tasteful In
every way Luxuflous New
MeXICO home tor you and
the horses too Qualified

,. buyers only $1,975,000
198232

When you select Richard and Janis Loverin tu;'!Vour
Realtors, you are assured of the finest real estate service
available. They are the Realtors you'll want on your side
when you buy or sell - expert negotiators with a caring
attitude.
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CHARMING HOME ON THE RIVER!
EJeg.ant maIO house on stunning river frontage Delightful guest
house. and caretakers quarters too 3375 acres Covered stone
pallo wI fireplace enchanting I $489,000. #95440

Why Call Anyone Else?
1-800-943-1137

Providing the service you want ... And the options you need. ••.
Quick, Hassle-Free Mortgages.
Lower Interest Rates and Fees•
More Options Than Other Lenders.

5788 N. Mesa • EI Paso, Texas 79912--.__0. __ ~__ ........ __ " ~ _.~ _ _ -..-. ••• __ • __ --...--- ....... --,
-~ -

Richard Thomas,
Owner,
38 years in
mortgage lending

GRAND I PRIME RIVER FRONTAGE!
1 37 acres on the [Iv~r In town This 4 br home has approx 8000 sq It
Prestigious and perfecf for ent~r1alnlng Possible 8&8 1 3 flf~places 3
garages & domestic w~1I too' Wnnderful home $899.000 H9880?
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~-~~- Sierra Mortg~ge -=
.:.--:-. Corporation

.. .'-.-"".-•'. .. ,;.-

~

I



- - - ---- - ------------------------------------------------------------~-----------

•

•-
...

'.•

• A _ A

"-

• •..•

-
Book On Line
www.ruldosoreservallons.com

NM Brokers License 13789C

1103 Mechem Dr.
Ruidoso, NM 88345
800/545/9017

... ... ..t." ....... - .~, ..• - ~ .-~,.,.-1' '. - .....
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:~.: www.skiapachevacations.com
_.4~ ......" .... _ .t.... ~ •• ~;
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--:~~There'sGold in Them There Hills! Do you want to enjoy the beautiful fall colors,
:: ::walk in the pines? Then CONDOTEl has the perfect place for you. Our beautifully
~' , -appointed private homes and condominiums are available by the day, week, or
~-=lmonth. All at a price you can afford. Fireplaces, great
'- ":: views, fully equipped kitchens, other amenities will make
~your CONDOTEl experience special.
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;...:-.~Ski Packages
:::~ Available On line
..-..-~....
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