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B Rezoning was approved,
versial issues, such das water use, will be

discussed later.

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

RUIDNOSO NS STAFF WRITER

Rezoning for a $50 million mixed use devel-
opment containing condominiums,
rants, shops, offices, a multi-level free parking
lot and “green” space for a park and rniverwalk

CHRISTMAS WONDER

Multi-use project gets support

but contro-  sudience

cCommMIsSIon.

But many of the objections to the project.
including water use. weren't discussed during
the Ruidoso Village Council meeting Councitor
Ron Hardeman said issues other than rezoning
should wait until a site plan 1s presented.

The issue Tuesday was should the commu-
nity commercial zoning on the south side of the

restau-

was approved Tuesday to applause from the

Golf course not using
excess water, village says

Residents ask council for water ‘emergency’

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

Although yearly totals for
water production on wells used
by The Links Public Golf
Course exceed the amount
guaranteed by the village,
course owners have purchased
additional rights to cover the
irrigation.

In Ruidoso’s contract with
Jim Colbert Golf Inc., struck
more than a decade ago, village
officials agreed to provide 200
acre feet of water credit rights
each year for the course’s use at
no cost.

The water rights are owned
by the village, though used by
Colbert, which also was respon-

Justin fime for the
lmudm s, /! s o quqml

‘sible for the cost of drilling,
equipping and pumping one
water well.

The contract also specifies
that should a shortage of water
available for municipal purpos-
es occur and the village council
declares an emergency, that
municipal uses would have pri-
ority over all other water uses,
including rights granted by the
village.

Two Ruidoso residents, John
C. Schuller and Conrad Keyes,
obtained the pumpage records
of the golf course wells from
1991 and discovered that the
annual totals from two wells
consistently exceeded 200 acre
feet.

See GOLF, page 3A
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Lea Zeoller, a second grader, enjoys the lights and sparkling ornaments on 4 tree at Notb
Center before the start of a holiday program

Some of the strongest support came from
owners of other business in mid-town and a
member of the village's planning and zoning
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Affordable
housing a
step closer

Rezoning is key, official says

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

SALE WRIHER

2002, the numbers didn't work
and rezoning wasn't requested
until the design was nearly
completed. Richards is opti-
mistic this time, obstacles can
be overcome and he's not wait-
ing to rezone.

He  received  approval
Tuesday from the Village
Councl to schedule a public
hearing for Jan 13,

“We have a potential devel-

KEMwosts Npas

’ By next March, Ruidoso vil-
i lage officials could be reviewing
i plans for a new affordable hous-
ing project above Grindstone
Reservoir.

Cleatus Richards, deputy wvil-
lage manager and special pro-
jects director, sad Wednesday
that requesting the rezoning of

26 acres from single-family res-  oper and they're interested in
dential to residential planned  this particular area, from 22
unit development allows more  acres to 26 acres by
flexibility i design, clustening Grindstone.” he said
of units and providing green Wednesday.

‘ space If rezoning 1s  granted,

The last time village officials
deadt with a developer on an
affordable housing project 1

details on the project also must
be reviewed and approved by
Sce HOUSING. puage 3A

Catch voids vote
on church curfew

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

s NS SR AR

A Ruidoso Village Council
vote to resaand a tme himit on
the use of a church's outdoor
pavihion was voided Thursday by
the village attornev

Although willage planners
contended  durmg o council
meeting Tuesday that placing a
time limit on activities in the
pavilion s a land use issue and
has nothing to do with religion,
counctlors sphit on a4 motion to
resaind the condition placed by
the village Planning and Zoning
Comnmussion

Mavor Leon Eggleston broke
the tie by voting to negate the 9
p.m “curfew” on pavilion activi
ties at Shepherd of the Hills
Lutheran Church.

{‘ounciors Deborah Marcum-

SECRET SANTAS

Byars, I. Rav Nunley and Ron
Hardeman sad the restnction
teetered on inhibiting rehgious
freedom ('ouncilors ~ Ron
Anderson, Frank Cummins and
Bob Sterchi countered that noth-
ing would prevent Shepherd
members from moving 1nside
the church bwliding on Hull
Road to continue any religious

services or other activities
Thursday. attorney H. John
Underwood sand willage plan-
ning director Charles Rennick
double-checked the rules on
overturning  planning  board
decisions. He discovered that a
two-thirds majority 1s required.
He called Underwood. who was
in Santa Fe Wednesday. When
the attorney returned to his
office Thursday. he 1ssued a let-
Ste CURFEW pape 24
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Green dragons, seals balancing rd balis o i noses and Dalmatians are part of a wooden menagerie creat-
ed by Gary Henry. right. for the Rurd<c. No 115 s a donation to the Santds Helpers program Henry stepped |
in for the Jate Bob Bohannon who craited the foys ‘ot the local group the previous Six years Here, Henry and '
Lions president Tom Pugh show off some of the 320 pull-toys created as gifts for children al Christmas t
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CHURCH: District court is next optlon for congregation

FROM PAGE 1A

ter to church representatives and coun-
cl members.

“Their recourse now is to°go to dis-
trict court,” Underwood said.

"During the Tuesday meeting,
Rennick explained that churches are
conditional uses in residential zoning
districts and as such, village rules
requre that the opinion of netghbors
receive heavy weight in a decision.

The neighbors at the meeting, some
represented by former village planning
commission member lLinda Flack,
wanted the 9 p.m. time limit to remain.

Flack said although neighbors had
asked for a general meeting with
church ofhaals to discuss 1ssues, no ses-
sions were called. Church representa-
tive D).CC. Yount saud members wanted
to resolve the curfew 1ssue first. Afler
the meeting, he stopped Flack to
promise cooperation and better commu-
nication.

“The church characterizes 1t as an
1ssue of free exercise of a First

" safety and® welfare of

Amendment right to worshjp, Rennick
said. “The staff’s position is that is it a

conditional land use issue.”
When a use may affeg¢t the health,

neighbors, the planning
COMMISSION can impose

‘“This is not a

latér, the time limit for using the out-
door pavilion would stay in place.
Underwood supported Rennick’s
interpretation saying reasonable condi-
tions can be tied to
approval of a conditional
use. Similar limits were

conditions and safe-  chiurch and placed on Casa Blanca
guards, he said. . restaurant because it sits
Eggleston said if state issue. in a residential zone and

someone was noisy and
bothering him, he

You can prac-

were 1mposed on an auto-
mobile body shop, he said.

would call the police. tice religion Tim Collins, agent for

That call  would the church pointed out
transform the offense any way you that the pavilion is 70 feet
into a cnminal matter, want," from the property line and
Rennick said. It also | that the church owned the
leaves the decision of Ron Anderson 1,04 hefore the area start-
whether a nuisance has Hllge counailor ed to develop residentially.

occurred to a pohce ofh-
cer, instead of being tied to land use.
Rennick also distinguished between
conditions of land use and a general vil-
lage juvenile curfew of 10 p.m.

“The condition is tied to the land, not
o any particular group,” he explained.
If some other entity purchased the land

He and a church member
asked for clanfication about what
would be allowed after 9 p.m.

Rennick said use of the pavilion
would cease then.

Yount, chairman of the long-range
planning committee for the church, said
the pavilion application met all county

regulatlons and would be used primari-
ly for outdoor worship and picnics.
“Our goal is to peacefully coexist
with our neighbors and the village,” he
'said. “This sets an unnecessary prece-
dence that violates out right to religious

. expression and the right to worship.”

An effort by Sterchi to strike a com-
promise at 10 p.m., or by personally
asking neighbors for extensions for spe-
cial' events was rejected. Yount said
once a restriction i8 accepted, it could be
extended to other hours if objections
arose.

After hearing that the appeal was
overturned Thursday, Sterchi said he
hopes church officials and neighbors fol-
low through on pledges to meet and
hash out differences.

Anderson said Tuesday the council
must deal with the ordinance as writ-
ten.

“This is not a church and state
1ssue,” he said. “You can practice rel;-
gion any way you want. You can go
inside the church 24 hours a day.”

But Nunley countered that the vil-

lage doesn’t need more laws.

“m afraid a restriction on one
church will spill over to others ” he said.
“We've talked about expanding our
church and we're in a residential neigh-
borhood also.”

Real estate agent Joe Zagone spoke
in favor of rescinding. Rennick remind-
ed him that he signed a petition oppos-
ing a church camp at Eagle Creek,
which neighbors with large rural lots
contended was too intense a use of the
land.

“You're right. I did sign it, but with
great reservations,” Zagone said, noting
that the intended use included hotels. “I
probably shouldn't have signed. I think
I was wrong.”

Hardeman said with churches con-
sidered conditional uses, they are “an
endangered species” in Ruidoso because
of the dwindling inventory of available
land.

Byars said enforcement is one of her
problems.

“In my heart I feel it is a freedom of
religion issue,” she said.

PROJECT: Tougher steps likely waiting ahead for River Crossing developers

FROM PAGE 1A

planning director, said all the
same uses would be allowed in

ti1ful
unused,”

asset

Clark said.

and our most

poned until the village finishes

said. A big part of the plan’s

hold. McGrann said they don’t

river and the single-family
residential zoming on the
north side, bhe changed to
include all 14 acres under a
mixed-use planned unit devel-
opment designation. The tract
starts at the Tall Pines RV
(Campground and extends
across  the nver to the
Skyland Addition area.

The north side, recently
annexed into the village, 1s a
sparsely  settled pocket of
land. Five letters opposing the
rezoming sought by Ink Chip
LLC were receved, primanly
because  the  project  will
change the character of the
neighborhood 1in Skyland

In a summary, village plan-
ner Darrell Bremner pointed
out that a PUD aims to locate
housing, recreation, shops,
offices and industnal uses con-
verintly next to each other
for he benefit of the entire
community; result 1n more
aesthetic development that
can best use and protect spe-
cial features of the geography,
topography. size and shape of
a particular piece of property:;
and provide a “compatible and
stable environment 1in harmo-
ny with the surrounding area.”

Tentative plans for River
("rossing at Ruidoso call for
160 parking spaces, four con-
dominium buildings with 102

units, and five retail office
buildings.
Charles Rennick. village

the commercial district, even
residential as a conditional
use, but overall planning
would be hampered by set-
back restrictions.

A PUD s designed to be
more flexible in the placement
of butldings to allow moare
open space,” he sad It pro-
motes nfill and harmomous
development of mixed uses”

The only building proposed
for the north side of the river
will be residential and fits in
with the wvillage’s existing
comprehensive plan, he saad

“T'he north side 1s not cur-

rently sitable for individual -

development”  he  added
because of tack of utilities or
dedicated roads.

“If they put in a PUD. we
get all of those things from the
developer,”  Rennick  sand
"Otherwise. it will be left up to
cach lot owner to bring them
in

Mark Clark, Ink Chip man-
amng partner, told counalors
the process of developing the
land turned out to be much
more comphicated than he
anticipated

“Our goal 15 to be a good
neighbor  and
Rurdoso.” he sard. He and his
wife wanted to see a long-
talked about nverwalk move
forward, and they have
enough property to “get 1t
going.” he said.

“The mver 1s our most heau-

“We had to make this work

financially, but we wanted a

Its new comprehensive plan.
“As vague as it may be, the
Comprehensive Plan  has

vision for the wvillage must be
tied to the water supply, he
said.

have as far-reaching effect as
a development this size.
Rennick said attention was

citizen  of

some vision for the area and
the public should have an
opportunity to comment,” he

whole lot of green space  a
place that would attract peo-
ple to sit or walk around.”
The cost of the parking
building is estimate at $2.25
million, he said. It will contain

Councilor Ron Anderson
asked McGrann if other rezon-
ings also should be put on

focused on mixed use develop-
ments during hearings on the
plan and this project would fit.

J."_! 4 *
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an elevator and handicap
ACCOSS.
"It will be done 1~ a4 very '
Southwestern style, not u f
stertle  parking  building.” ;
Clark said. “We also have ? -
pledged $500 for every cando- 7 "eeu an 0"
minium that sells, which g
potentially could Fatse g
Z

$50.0007 fur the villapge That
combined with the riverwalk
and parking will be therr lega-
cv to the village. Clark <ind
He contended that annual
witer use of the new develop-
ment  because  of  low-flow
apphances and other accom-
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existing RV park. ~ki <hop 2325 Sudderth Dr. H

and rental units, :

‘ | . www.micheliesruidoso.com
Condominmium  occupancey  1s

anticipated at a 20 percent
averige.

Councilor Deborah
Marcum-Byars saad f commu-
mity commercial zonmg s left
- place, a 200-room  hotel
could be bwilt on the south
side of the river.

Jack McGrann, a member

of the Sacramento Mountains
Watershed Restoration Corp
suggested that action be post-
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FROM PAGE 1A

An acre foot equates to 325,800 gal-
lons of water. -

- Larry Grasmick, who heads the vil-

lage water department, said the course
18 not limited to 200 acre feet. That fig-
ure refers only to the amount of water
rights they receive without charge
from the village. The rest of the usage
is covered by rights purchased by the
golf course, he said.

“I just saw the settlement state-
ment from Atkins Engineering that
goes to the State Engineer’s Office, and
they didn’t use all of the rights they
could have,” Grasmick said. “The golf
course has moved in some rights that
increased their yearly maximum.”

According to the reports Grasmick
reviewed, the golf course, which oper-
ates on the same type of five-year
reporting system as the village, has
carried forward several acre feet of

“They may have exceeded their
rights one year, but they made up for it
the next year,” Grasmick said.

The wusage chart
shows the two golf
course wells producing
a low of 131.17 acre
feet in 1997 to a high of
27785 acre feet in
2002.

“One of the two
wells existed at the old

water.”

-airport that was there

previously and then the
golf company drilled

‘“We're very
conscious of
what’s going on
in Ruidoso with

Bruce Rimbo
golt course spokesman

LOCAL NEWS

for village consumption, the village
and the course probably are pumping
from the same underground reserve,
Schuller contends. .
“For those of us who
are used to measuring
water by the gallon, 200
acre feet of water is more
than 65 million gallons,”

average use of 4,000 gal-
lons of water each month
per  household, this
amount could supply
1,357 homes each and

one well and paid for
it,” Grasmick said.
Schuller and Keyes questioned

~ what the village council considers an

emergency.

“It was agreed that should an emer-
gency water condition arise within the
village, that this ‘give away’ would be
suspended,” they said. Although the
golf course doesn'’t use water produced

water nearly every year.

HOUSING:

Village hopes

it’s learned from past failures

FROM PAGE 1A

the village planning and zoning
commission and the village
council, he said.

Changes in state statutes
give villages more flexibility in
dealing with affordable hous-
ing-type developers. Richards
said. Requests for proposals
may not be required. A RPUD
gives the councll a chance to
look at a project as a whole and
to” have more say about
improvements, he said.

"It can be a mux of dwelling
types, single and multiple fami-
ly. or all multiple, but the den-
sity will be basically the same
tas single-family residential)
because of the green space
requirement under the PUD.”
Richards said.

The developer probably wall
buy the land, he said, although
other options are possible.

[f the rezoning i1s approved in

January, Richards said specific

plans may be ready for review
in February or March.

“With that size (of property),
you could put in 200 units, but
normally under a tax credit set
up. it's done 1n increments of 60
units at a time,” he said.
“Probably construction will be
in phases.”

Under federal programs,
affordable housing developers
are offered tax credits in
exchange for including a certain
percentage of lower rent units
in a development.

In 2002, Dan Stanger, who
heads Bridge Partners Inc.
based in Utah, a successor cor-
poration to CDS Investments,
which is building Rainmakers
subdivision north of Ruidoso,
attempted to put together an

COMMUNITY BRAR

Sudderth closure

Sudderth Drive in Midtown
will be closed to traffic between
noon and 7 p.m. Saturday,
between Center Street and

Finst Uss

of God Church
139 &€ Pase Rd., Ruidese.

Satwday, December 13, 7:00 pm
Sunday, Decembien 14, 11:0C am

affordable project on 12 acres of

the Grindstone land.

The company bought the
land for $325,000 with the
caveal that if the project fell
through, the deal was void. The
deal died when Stanger couldn'’t
build the type of units he want-

‘ed, make a profit and still pro-

vide an acceptable percentage
of affordable apartments.

At that time, Stanger said he
anticipated a tax credit of more
than $1 million for the project.
He claimed Bridge already had
invested about $70,000 for pre-
liminary geo-technical and
architectural work, appraisal
and bond-related activity.

While the site is excellent,
overlooking a lake and close to
town, part of the cost not ini-
tially contemplated by Stanger
was that utilities already
underground were not useable.
The high cost of land, prepara-
tion and construction drove up
development costs and necessi-
tated the developer going for
more market-value units and
fewer affordable. The final pro-
posal was for 40 percent afford-
able, which limited the tax cred-
its to be taken over a 10-year
period.

After that project tanked,
councilors met with Lynn
Wehrli, director of housing
development with the New
Mexico Mortgage Finance
Authonty, to gain a better
insight into the process and
more ideas.

During the council meeting
Tuesday, builder Bill Hodges
suggested that a committee of
contractors be formed to sug-
gest ways of creating more
interest in affordable apart-
ments for local workers.

Country Club Drive, leaving the
area open for the Festival of
Lights' Holiday Happening.
Traffic will be diverted to Rio
Street. See Vamonos for more
about the Holiday Happening.

every year, the two men
pointed out.

With North Fork wells on Eagle
Creek impaired and Grindstone

Reservoir low, Schuller and Keyes said
the time is right for the village to
declare an emergency and stop allocat-
ing water rights to the golf course.
Bruce Rimbo, president of Ruidoso
Downs Race Track and Casino and a

| :Aﬂd’l service law ﬁm pro'vzdmg qualuy
legal services to businesses and individuals
Employment Law * Personal lnjUry

* Real Estate and Construction

Statewide: 1.888.830.2076 |

Schuller said. For the

spokesman for rnany of RD.
Hubbard’s operations, said the golf
course took steps to reduce water con-
sumption lagt year. |
“We're very conscious of whats

going on in Ruidoso with water,” he

said. “We changed the technology and
practices at the golf course to work
within parameters” similar to restric-
tions placed on residents. .

A program aimed at aerating grass
roots to allow more water to penetrate
the soil deeper was instituted to reduce
the amount of water needed, he said.

“We also started watering fairways
less than in the past,” Rimbo said.
“We're down 34 percent this year in
our use of water. That's a dramatic cut

and we continue to work on it. This is

a problem which needs everyone to
work together.”

The course tries to balance being a -

good corporate citizen and maintain-
ing a business that draws tourists,

seasonal residents and other visitors to

- Bcforc
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GOLF: Course has been cutting back on usae Rimbo | says

the area, Rimbo sald

Schuller said a temporary halt to
-any development that uses water

would give officials time. to “collects
(their) wits.” ~ -
“This is easier said than done, since

the building industry in Ruidoso has’

become a major activity with the

ingress of people, motels, condomini-
umis, apartments and hotels,” Schuller

-and Keyes said, ‘They are the very
ones (who) have created the water
~ problem along with the indifference to
- mstlgate planned growth by the vil-

lage.”

new comprehensive plan for growth
They also are waiting on ‘a report

'about current water conditions and

water conservation measures from a

special task force appointed earlier -

Village councilors pomt out that
they are in the process of drafting a

this year. Some of the information may
be reviewed at a special 5:30 p.m. o

meeting Wednesday at wllage hall

Nicole Gunch,
Nad Technicean

257-3402 ¢ 127 RIO STREET
-TUESDAY SATURDAY |
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ALL COATS FOR HER & HIM

FALL sWEAf;'_fRs FOR MEN
From Geoffrey Béana Xiremegaar, more.

il ol ol ol ottt st ok . B bk s .a - im - - - - _am s - - .- -

v OPEN A NEW ACCOUNT! GET 10% OFF ALL DAY
PLUS 2..10 BONUS POJNTS TOWARDS VIP STATUS!

L Subc e g

it anl k. 2R A ul o e b aa -

ALL FINE JEWELRY
Gold and sterling silver eamngs. rmga,- -,
necklaces, pendants. sets and more.

0% OFF .

Bt}xad 8ets waterglobes. bells or
ﬁgn‘nnes. Qrig. 20.00, SALE 5«98‘ ;***

Reg./orig. 40.00-160.00,
then 29.99-160.00,
SALE 19.80-80.00.

6% OFF

a \

 JUNIORS FASHI
& Jaagsw_ _ -
18:26.0 MS 00, SALE 13.93«13,9@ e

a0% OFF

MISSES FALL SWEATERS
With EXTRA 30% OFF reduced styles.

Orig. 29.00-48.00, then 19.99-32,99,

SALE 13.99-23.09. Holiday sweaters included.

50% OFF -

SAG HARHOR' SEPARA'I‘;‘; 5
Misses jackets, sweaters, skirts, more for Fall.
Orig; a_;o,.oo-vo-.oo. SALE‘ 14;9§'%3f,_ 98, % ‘.

_i"p'i S
.
-: L s,
LY T
3 S,

MISSES FALL KNIT TOFS
‘With EXTRA 30% OFF reduced styleé,

- W & W S o W

- = ow

Orig. 18.00, then.11.99, SALE 8,36,

‘ .
Y . )‘ .
L L3 -
L L .
. ) .
L 4T »
ta v g A

“paits from Squaeze Mudd% m_"éa;é.

Fa";w‘ L ALWAYS THE PERFECT GIFY..,
{* 4 OUR HOLIDAY GIFT CARD!
" ;.‘ A ul il at all stores or order 0! Itisg 1-877+737-8243.
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OUR OPINION

Correction needed

on indigent care law

Who slipped in the ER provision at the last minute?

r.[‘he issue here 1isn’t
whether or not private
physicians should be
reimbursed for the medical
care of indigents. They
should.

It's whether the Legislature
knew what it was doing when
new language got into a bill
that unequivocally allows reim-
bursement only for care
received in a hospital emer-
gency room. -

An assistant attorney gener-
al let the county know last
week that the language is clear
and the intent obvious: “We
conclude that Lincoln County
may not reimburse licensed
physmlans for services prowded
in outpatient settings.” No ER,
no pay.

But the county contends that
ER treatment costs are much

“higher than in a doctor’s office.

Specifically, it wants to see lan-
guage removed requiring that
any payment comes from other
than the gross receipts tax-sup-
ported indigent fund.

Sen. Timothy Jennings, D-
Roswell, who soon will repre-
sent Lincoln County, says it
wasn’t his intent to restrict

ayments; that it got put in
and passed at the last minute.

So the question arises: Who
perpetrated that change, and
to what intent? .

Surely hospital lobbyists
wouldn't do such a thing to

inflate  hospital  revenue
around the state, would they?
We hope Gov. Bill

Richardson includes corrective
legislation in his call for the
Jan. 20 short session, and that
Senator Jennings helps.

We bravely look
at the big political picture

So Al Gore, who couldn’t get 1t
quite right in his own run for the
Presidency (according to me and
the Supreme Court), has endorsed
a small-state  ex-governor,
Vermont’s
Howard Dean,
with no federal
experience, for
the job.

He

may
have some-
thing going
there; after all,
Gore was Veep
to another rel-
atively small-
state governor
with no federal
experience, named Bill Clinton.

But Bill had Hillary close to
hand, to keep him on the straight

and narrow — well, almost. He
also came from a southern state,
which wasn't exactly a slouch of a
consideration, when he ran the
first time.

Hillary was very smart, but not
then quite smart enough, during
the eight Clinton years.

She now insists loudly and
unequivocally that she is not a
candidate — no way - for the
Presidency, but keeps popping up
on those Sunday talk shows. She’s
not a candidate now, she says,
because she’s committed to finish-
ing her Senate term in 2006. She’s
a bit evasive about the next
Presidential sweepstakes, in 2008.

Still, Hillary ran off to Iraq a
few days ago, no doubt at taxpay-
ers’ expense since that’s one of the
perks of being a Senator, then
came back and got all those
Sunday invitations from the main-
line broadcast channels.

Pardon me if I think there may
be something in the corservative
(read that radio talk show hosts)
pitch that the big media, especial-
ly the east coast media; would just
love to have liberal Hillary in the
running in 2004. The Big Brass in
media perhaps have the idea that
Howard Dean, even with Gore’s
blessing, isn’t exactly electable.

Dean so far in the campaign
has exhibited such northeast liber-

MOUNTAIN
ASIDES
KEITH GREEN

al bias and such a lack of knowl-

edge of most of the rest of the coun-
try that it's unlikely, even with
Al’s help, that he can win a gener-

- ——— ..—-._..—-q‘.--— oy g ——— - -

al election. But Al's nod did give
him some considerable cachet
among the left-wing party faithful
who still claim they were robbed in

Florida, even with the Supremes

singing in harmony.

'Retired Gen. Wesley Clark
said, at about the same time Gore
was announcing support for Dean,
that he would consider Hillary as

a running mate — with abig IF: If

he wins the Democratic party’s
nomination. |

That seems just about as likely
as the Atlanta Falcons (3 wins, 10
losses) winning the Super Bowl
this year, even if ex-Albuquerque
Mayor Jim Baca has signed on in
support of the general, stating cat-
egorically that Clark “knows the
true cost of waging wars.”

He may be right; most of the
Vietnam-era generation Demo-
crats now seeking the Presidency
managed to duck military service
— a true measure of the mld-Baby
Boomer generation.

I have to wonder — were our
Gov. Bill Richardson not running
the Democrat convention — if he
might be the best shot for the
party’s presidential nommatlon
after all.

Naah...but maybe in 2008, with
Hillary-as his running mate.

LETTERS POLICY
I

The Ruidoso News encour-
ages letters to the editor, espe-
cially about local topics and
issues. Each letter must be
slgned and must include the
writer's daytime telephone num-
ber and mail address. The phone
number and mailing address will
not be printed; the hometown
will be. The telephone number
will be used to verify authorship.
No letter will be printed without
the writer's name. -

Letters should be no more
than 300 words in length, of pub-
lic interest, and free of libel; edit-
ing will be for length, grammar
or spelling. Shorter letters are
preferred and generally receive
greater readership. The Ruidoso
News reserves the right to reject
any letter. Longer by-lined
"Guest Commentary” articles
will be considered; call the editor
at (505) 257-4001.

Letters may be delivered to
the Ruidoso News office at 104
Park Avenue, mailed to P.O. Box
128, Ruidoso, NM 88355; faxed
to 257- 7053; or sent by e-mail to
letters@ruidosonews.com.
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Teachers do need more trammg time

To the editor:

This letter is in response to the pro-
posal of Paul Wirth published in yours of
Nov. 28. Wirth has many good ideas
about education and Ruidoso. His idea of
providing more teacher time for plan-
ning and study by building in days to the
school calendar is a very good one that
other school systems employ. :

Florida is one example. Teachers
have 196 work days, 180 of which are
“student contact days.” The others are
for planning and teacher education up-
dating, via in-service and education con-

the district or state hires national or
state leaders in education, or particular

~ studies, to come to the district and hold

seminars and training sessions for teach-
ers.

Sometimes these sessions are con-

ducted by local leaders, or local teachers

that have experienced special training
on a topic, and now will share that infor-

mation with their peers. Through these -

sessions, teachers are updated or trained

in topics such as ESOL, using technology

in the classroom, READS, sexual harass-
ment sensitivity, drug education, newer
techniques of classroom management,
particular applications to their subject
matter, and other relevant topics. -

Some of the dates for these plan-
ning/in-service days coincide with
national or state education conventions.
This facilitates attendance. Those not
going to a convention may attend local
in-services, or plan at their building site.

Political rhetoric of the governors and

- president aside, the most important fac-

~ tor in the education of students, besides

themselves, is the teacher that is on the

front line of the “war on ignorance.” We

must take measures to provide teacher
with up-to-date and relevant informa-
tion, and motivation to impart knowl-

edge. Paul Wirth’s plan provides a way

to do Just that ,
Jim Capp_er
| Ruidoso
The stuff of history
To the editor:

Regarding Ned Cantwell’s article,

‘Consider it a fun year in the news busi= -

ness, I have been following the Billy the

Kid story and find it to be the stuff -

adventure and history is about. It made

The New York Times as well as other |

regional, national, and international
media outlets, and that is not an easy
feat.

About Mr. Cantwell's agist remark

_ about Madonna, llf it were an aging man

OUR RIGHT TO KNOW
The Flrst Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the fteedom
of speech or the press; or the right of the peo-

. ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
government for a redress of grievances.

kissing a young woman, well, that Imght

be seen as OK. Finally, I can think of one

good reason why a community could be

proud of its high school for celebrating
the differences and havinga’ commg out

day” Matthew Shepard.
Mr. Cantwell’s writing is humorous
and impressive; if only it would err more

often on the side of center.
| Sheela Wolford

Brooklyn N Y.

Preserve the past

To the editor: . .
[ am writing this letter in regard to
the comments that weré made by

Comimissioner Leo Martinez in- the

Friday, Dec. 5, issue of the Ruidoso News.
Mr. Martinez’s statement led me to
believe that he feels the Lincoln
Historical Preservation Board (members)
want things done only if it is agreeable to
them.

Mr. Martinez needs to understand

“overturned a decision that was detrimen- -
. tal to historical preservation 20,40 or100 ¢

these are honest citizens volunteermg:
their time and energy because they
believe in the preservation of the history
of our great county. Lmdoln is a Hlstonc B
District. , -
. People ... choose to move to the Lincoln
area, and Lincoln County Commissioners

need to understand that is to be preserved.
' for future generations. Commissioners

can overturn decisions made by the board,

" but at what cost to historical preserva-

tion? Do the present commissioners really
want to be remembered as the ones that

years from now?

My ancestors moved to the beautlful
Lmoo]n valley over 100. years ago. They
worked hard to help make it what is it

‘today. My grandfather helped supply the

ancestors starbed

adobes for St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church. Please help preserve what my

Alﬁ'ed Sanchez .
- Lincoln

QUESTION Vlllage regulatlons requ1re 6 percent of the mtenor
ofa parkmg lot to be landscaped and a tree planted per 10 parkmg
spaces. Is that a worthwhlle goal to pursue to beauufy the wllage?

~ “No, I think the money -

T think it is, but I'm con”

“'l' think it S 4 little exces-

[

could ble better spentin | cerned about our water.” i sive given the water situ--
other places thanatreein | . ... . . | ation Xenscapmg

‘a parking lot because we E,a.(zim Stulce - | '-instead of trees.”

have a lot of trees.”  Ruldoso | o

Ruth Walker o X,it'(‘)"“ ".""“s‘"‘
Ruidoso T
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N By 3 m. Thursday 27 donors had gwen blood atthe Gateway Churchon
'Sudderth Above and left, Dixie Brown of Ruidoso makes a denation while Shane |
Smithee, a United Blood Services staffer from Roswell, helps out. Brown received her -
“4-gallon pin for lifetime donations on Thursday. Ruidoso area Tesidents are urged to
| | k- ot e | donale'Fnday from 8am. {62 p.m. ‘at the Gateway Church.
- . . | '.‘ ' - - ' - : ) ' ' - . _ - ‘,(.’:‘;\,:,:.:-.:.\. "",x’ 'l;.;s('\’ ,bxa’»gx’;f“ s;‘\\t."}.\r.’-, .\\_.\\ .»v ’;E‘?"k“’“ 5\&;/;,\7"5 "a‘m '
- Simpson trlal rescheduled to Feb 23 ' “
7k
P ' ~J 3 The perfect glft ;
] | The tounty C()mmls- Plea conferences create a for about $3,800 was pmpmnted % ;.-"
_ chance for_prosecutor, defense in an annual audit with the rec- F o
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It’s more than milk and cookies at the
Casino Deck Buffet and Smokey B’s. jJoin us for all your
holiday favorites, sure to make Santa jealous.
Casino Deck Champagne Chrlstmas Buffet
X 00amto900pm
'$17.95 Adults « $13.50 Seniors
'$8.95 Children
The buffet includes all your favorite holiday dishes:
- Butter. Basted Turkey Breast with Black Walnut Citrus .
_Stuff ng and Curried Honey Apple Pit Ham with
Pineapple Mango Raisin Chutney. In addition to a
‘complete assortment of entrée prepared meats, |
potatoes. salad bar, pasta and Special ChrIStmas desserts :
Smokey B’ Chrlstmas Speclal 1 T e B v J
From 11:00 am b | S B ) _ T RE B

e w P W P Ay "

-

$IZ 99 Adults * $6. 99 Ch:ldren ‘
The Bear—Llcnous Platter B 1 . N o i | ;
with all the fixens: - } s~ T | :
-~ Sliced Roast. Tom Turkey BreaSt
. and Country Mashed Potatoes
with Toasted PUmpkln Seeds
‘smothered in Giblet Olive Gravy
& Cranberry Citrus IRellsh,
Assorted vegetables
complement the dish
"while a slice of Pumpkin.
* Pie with Whipped Cream-

gl [

-y

complete the meaI
© 800.545.9011 oa”male“eaw
Conveniently located off. Resort & Casino .
,,,,,,,, Hiﬂh‘"av 70 ‘ll Mescalero, NM A Mcsmlero Ap*tch?: F.ntefpdse@
““““ . www.lnnelthemounlalngbds,c_om o | o
B | I | g
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The Small Business Development Center, with ENMU
Roswell, considers it part of its mission to create jObS and raise the
overall standard of living for citizens in this area. With that in

mind, they created a mixed-use incubator program that will house
start-up and fledgling businesses. A unique feature of this pro-

gram will be a youth entrepreneurship component which will give
young people an opportunity to start and
' operate their own businesses.

A business incubator’s main goal is bo
produce successful graduate businesses.
Research illustrates that incubator gradu-
ates have much higher success rates than
other start-up businesses. The concept is
simple; the business dwells on campus
while the business person is taught how to

the many professional obstacles on its
own, )
They do this by providing employment,
educational assistance, facilitating tech-
nology and professional assistance as well
as research facilities.
nesses will have access to meeting rooms,

) Py
(Awnépr ( utﬂr’r

BY BRAD TRePTOW

Executive DIRECTOR
Ruiposo VaLLEY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

business space, utilities, bulk mailing, receptionist services, tele-

phone system, use of office equipment, janitorial services and use
of a business resource library.

Business incubators address the most common causes for fail-
ure, including overestimating streny_{ths dnd underestimating
weaknesses, lack of adequate market knowledge the owner
intends to reach; not understanding the level of capital required.
And the business owner often underestimates the importance of
sales.

The youth program feature of the incubator system focuses on
today’s teenagers as tomorrow's leaders. It is designed to provide
young students the opportunity to learn how to run a small busi-
ness by having access to the same resources as those participating
businesses in the incubator system.

Next week’s column: “Leadership and motivation — part 1 of 2.”

Brad Treptow can be reached via e-mail at brad@ruidoso.'ne{.

Economy and the Markets

Festive holiday cheer

serves on a committee try-

be successful until it is capable of facing

Participating busi-

?

CALL US. 257- 4001

R T ey

BY DIANNE STlll.I.INGS

Rt ll}()S(l NEWS SHH‘ \H{lll'll

A tract of_ land near the
White Mountain School
complex and Ruidoso vil-
lage tennis courts was M
described as ‘an ideal site
for a new Lincoln County [
community center. o

Susan Lutterman, who

ing to work out the details [
and come up with a plan on |55
how to build, pay for and [
operate a center, said the

facility will be designed for T
all ages and for people from

all over the county.
While members of the.‘ -

group still are looking at

other sites in the county, the consensus

1s that the White Mountain land would

be a good choice. Being government-
owned, the possibility -of a $1 a year
lease also is appealing and would reduce

the cost of the project, Lutterman told

Ruidoso v1|]age counmlors ‘Tuesday
night. -
She said the task force met on Dec 1

'with a healthy turnout of area resxdents |

to hear reports from subcommlttees pre-
viously formed.

“They wanted me to ask you to take a
month and look at (the pessible use of
the White Mountain land),” said
Lutterman, a member of the Ruidoso

school board. “The property was going to
be used several years ago for a commu-

nity center. We are looking at other
areas in the county, but this one is so
accessible for everyone.”

Realistically, the majority of the peo-

Pearce to address

D e A -

Incubate your business Ideal’ Commuhi y Center site pro X .
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it c‘onveyed ownershlp of
| . the land to an orgamzatmn_
| _’charged with runnmg the
. center, - '
- Underwood sald the vil-
o lage is restricted in what it
¥ can do because of the
4 state’s rule against dona-
- tions to private entities,
“even if they are non-proﬁt

~ “We would need a ser-
vice agreement,” he said,
referring to a contract
spelling out what the vil-
,lage would. - -receive in

KEITH GREEN/STRFF

commumty Center of Lincoln Counly supporters like this schools-owned site
- near Whlte Mounlam schools as the most accessnble location for the prOJect

plein the county hve in or near Ruldoso |

she said. The center could be reached by
Hull Road, Gavilan Canyon and White

Mountain from State Highway 48
(Mechem Drive),

she pointed out.
Although the center would intlude facil-

ities and activities for all ages, the pro-

posed tract would be especially accessi-
ble for 700 students at the high school

on Warrior Drive and for children from

the elementary and intermediate school

-complex, she said.

“James Paxton (a real estate agent
and school board member) is looking at

other places and getting prices, but this
still is the best place, where it would be
‘a’'success. We don’t want to build it if it’s

not gomg to be: a success, " Lutterman
said,

Councilor Bob Sterch1 asked wllage
attorney H. John Underwood if the vil-
lage would have less liability exposure if

return for the land, such as
entertamment recreatmn
- and educational opportum-'
R tles for remdents

- A joint powers agree-
ment would work if another government

‘entity is the operational agent or if it

becomes a joint: venture of several gov-

" ernment entities, he said.

A ‘“hold harmless” agreement could

~ be reqmred mandating that the renter

carry insurance to- cover. any losses

| Underwood said.

Councﬂor Ron Hardeman, who serves
on the task force, said the group is con-
sidering a shared project between the
village and the school district, possibly
involving Ruidoso Downs. and the coun-

“ty. A similar situation worked in Aztec
and Farmington, he said. =

- Former Ruidosp mayor Jerry Shaw, a

~ task force member, said ' the White

Mountain tract is centrally located and
that the involvement of multiple govern-

ment entities is preferred. But the site
' issue must be settled before the task

force can tackle financing, she said.

CHAMPION 0F SERVICE

BY SUNG WON SOHN

CHIEF ECONOMIST, WELLS FARCA) & COMPANY

On the heels of a poor year in

2002, this could be the best sea-
son since 1999. We predict a 5 to

- 7 percent gain in non-auto retail
sales in dollar terms and a 6 to 8
percent jJump in unit volume as
retail prices are lower than a
year ago.

Consumers have money to
burn from the tax cuts, low
inflation and the improving
labor market. Even though refi-
nancing activities are down
from the nosebleed level of this
spring, consumers can tap their
home equity line of credit aver-
aging about $70,000.

The Federal Reserve is in no
hurry to hike the interest rate,
keeping consumer loan rates
low. Responding to more job
opportunities, consumer confi-
dence is on an upswing. Thanks
in part to the surge in stock
prices, luxury goods including
jewelry, expensive cars, etc. are
selling well.

However, big retailers
including Wal-Mart, are not as
jolly as we are on holiday sales.
They point out that consumers
are extremely price conscious
and flock to retailers offering
the lowest prices. A recent sur-

vey by the Conference Board
~ showed consumers spending
$455 per household this season
compared to $483 last year, but
it is likely that consumers will
‘end up spending more than they
planned.

Subdued gains in wages due
in part to the soaring cost of
health care could be a reason for
the caution. Also, consumers are
traveling again, leaving less
money for other discretionary
. purchases.

Interest rates: The clues

At this Tuesday’s FOMC
meeting, the central bank was
expected to stand pat.
Nevertheless, participants in
 the financial markets are specu-
lating about the next tightening
move. The futures market - for
the federal funds has 100 per-
cent probability of a rate hike by
mid-2004. Before Chairman
Greenspan pulls the trigger, a
couple of steps need to be taken.
The sentence, “the risk of infla-

"W«---—-—-—h—o- .-

tion becoming undesirably low
remains the predominant con-
cern for the foreseeable future,”
will go first from their state-
ment. Then, the words, “policy
accommodation can he main-
tained for a considerable peri-
od,” will be dropped from the
press releases. Our prediction is
that the Federal Reserve won't
raise the interest rate until late
2004 or early 2005 when infla-
tion, not deflation, becomes an
issue again.

Once the central bank starts
dropping the words “predomi-
nant” and “considerable period,”
bond traders will assume immi-
nent tightening moves by the
Federal Reserve and bid up
yields.

Higher interest rates and
heightened inflation expecta-
tions are not good for bonds.
However,  Mortgage-backed
Securities with high coupons
and TIPS should be safer
havens in the bond market.

Stocks: Riskier

- Liquidity and earnings have
been strong tail winds for
stocks. With stable monetary

policy, the party can go on. As

soon as the central bank starts
removing the words cited above,
stocks will suffer. Once chair-
man Greenspan hikes the inter-
est rate, some sort of market
correction is not out of the ques-
tion.

An issue for stocks is the
slowdown in earnings gains. In

- 2004 and 2005, both economic

growth and profit gains will
decelerate and year-over-year
comparisons will be more diffi-
cult. Less robust earnings
increases in the face of tighter
monetary policy could be a
tough environment for stocks.
Then, low beta (less cyclical)
stocks tend to outperform high
beta (more cyclical) ones. In

addition, higher quality, large- -
cap stocks fare better than lower .

quality, smaller caps.

Information in this report is
the personal view of the writer,

not necessarily reflecting Wells

Fargo & Co. It is for your per-
sonal use. The writer does not

represent that it is accurate or-

complete. Nothing is guaran-
teed,

Congressman Steve
Pearce will- address Ruidoso
Valley Chamber of Commerce
members at a small business
seminar Tuesday morning at
the Ruidoso Convention
Center. Registration for the
chamber-sponsored seminar
will begin at 8 a.m. The semi-
nar starts at 8:30 a.m. and
will conclude at 11 a.m.

The seminar is open for
any Ruidoso Valley Chamber
of Commerce member and
will address services avail-
able to small business owners
and managers through the
Small Business
Administration, Small
Business Development
Center and educational and
training opportunities
through Eastern New Mexico
University Ruidoso Campus.

BY STEWART TRUELSEN

AMERICAN FARM BU Rl.r\l

‘The natlons first overhaul
of energy policy in a decade

stalled in the Senate in
November and now faces an

‘uncertain future. Almost no
~one will argue with that, but

there were plenty of arguments

over the bill itself. Some said it -
was too timid in stimulating

domestic oil and gas produc-
tion; it favored certain regions
of the country; it granted too
much tax relief; it didn’t rely
enough on conservation, and so
on.

"In the end the three-year

exercise in trying to chart an
energy future for the country
failed to pass. The Bush
administration and congres-
sional leaders say they will try

' again in 2004. The American
‘Farm Bureau Federation
hopes the setback is temporary.

and vows to continue working
for the measure’s key
provisions that apply to renew-

‘ able fuels, improved energy

chamber members !

‘There will also be an opportu- .

- nity to voice any issues facing -

small business owners and
managers to any of the three
participating entities.

Also addressing the cham-
ber membership will be
Eugene Simmons, Director of

the: Small  Business
Development Center in
Roswell. |

The third presenter will be
Dr. Jim Miller, Dean of the
Eastern New  Mexico
University Ruidoso Campus.

Cost for the seminar is $5

per person and RSVPs can be
made to Lillie Erives-
Mattson, special

projects/membership coordi-

nator for the Ruidoso Valley

Chamber of Commerce either
by phone at 257-7395 or by
email at lillie@ruidoso.net.

COURTESY HUIUUSO \MLLEY CHAMBER OF COMMEHCE

" The Ruidoso Valley Greeters in conjunction with the Ruidoso Valley
Chamber of Commerce and the Ruidoso News awarded the December
Champion of Service certificate last week to Sierra Glasss owner
Sharon Lackey | \

Focus on Agrlculture

Failed energy pohcy effort also farls farmers '

~ One thing is certain. The

nation’s energy problems will
not go away. Winter heating
costs are expected to- rise by .6

percent this season for the 50

niillion homes heated with nat-
“ural gas. Natural gas deniand

has been rising in recent years,

putting a squeeze on supplies.
Industry sources say natural
gas now accounts for 20 per-:

cént of total energy demand

and will go to 25 percent in

another two decades.

One provision removed from

the energy bill was a loan guar-

antee for a $20 billion natural .

gas pipeline from Alaska,
Critics dismissed the plpelme

by saying it would take too long
‘to complete. True, jt probably

should have been built earlier.
Farmers would agree with that
-assertion. Natural gas prce

spikes have a serious effect on-

them because it’s used in the
production of mtrogen fertlhz-
er.

plan ‘to

supplles and Commentarv The lack
more reli- _ of an. ener-
‘able d15tr1but10n systems. gy plan also keeps the United

States. on -course to become
more and more dependent on
“imported oil. Even if it eventu-
~ ally passes, the pending energy
* bill .may not change that. A
open -the Arctic -
Refuge - B
biodiesel, wind, ‘solar power
and others) will make progress -

National Wlldhfe
(ANWR) to oil and gas explo-

“ration was dropped from' the
‘bill, as was a proposal for an
inventory  of oﬁ'shore energy' '-
prospects. |

Shortly after the bill ‘was

* tabled, The Wall Street Journal
réported on China’s thirst for
imported oil. After passing
neutral is a little like drivinga

Japan, it is now the No. 2

-~ petroleum user in the world
behind the United States. In.

the next decade, the number of
automoblles on China’s roads

“is expected to grow five-fold to

100 lmlhon, accordmg to the

article. .

Competatron for Mrddle East

011 18 growing — to the dehght
of OPEC.

There also could be more

use.

Federation.

.trOuble ahead for‘ the natlons )

- The

electricity ~ grid. .

" Washington Post reported that
- the bill's defeat leaves the grid

“as. it was on the day.of the °
huge Northeast blackout, Aug. -
14, with no enforceable operat-
ing rules aimed at préventing

cascading power failures”
Renewable fuels (ethanol

despite the lack of a master
plan, but not as much without

- some of the tax breaks and
incentives that would have

hastened development and
. An energy pohcy stuck in |

car with the fuel gauge hover-
mg on empty. -
- Maybe you can pass one- |
more Zas station and safely
reach the next but maybe you
can’t. ,

- Stewart' Truelsen is director
of broadcast ‘services for.

American . Farm ‘Bureau
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* Man fal ,s aslcep, hlts wall w1th car

I No charges were ﬁled

< in the chnesday evcnmg

‘ 1nc1dent
. BY DIANNE STALLINGS

- RUIIDOSO NE\VS STAFF WRITF.R

A car crashed through a
fence . and into the side of a

. bmldmg on. White Mountain
.. 'Drive and George McCarty -
- Road Wednesday. . :
.~ “The police and ﬁre depart— -
o ment were here so quickly,”
Palisades
Association

Ly

. -gaid " Jay’ Chase

manager. “The reason they had

’. - - to close the road is that the gas |
. meter was broken ot‘f and there -

‘was a leak.”

. . - - The car careened oﬁ' Wlute a
| Mountam Drive, across a shal- |

- low drainage ditch and through

- the fencé, smashed into the wall |
" and landed in the master bed-
"room of a couple who were not

__home at the time, he said.

* Officer Wade Proctor said
David Kaplan, 56, of Ruidoso,

apparently fell asleep at, the

- wheel of his Isuzu Rodeo SUV,

- because of a medical condition.

.- He was not charged in the inci-

dent but was' taken to the

- -....._—-.-4-—1-.- v e e .
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Lincoln Cornty Medical Center
,aﬂ;er complaining of back pain.

Capt. Wolfgang Born said

- dispateh records show a call -
'recelved for the fire deparl:ment

" Co uncnl candldate

‘imgn—up next month

. BY DIANNE STALLINGS

‘ RUH)OSONEWSSTAFFWRH'ER

Three seats on the Ruidoso

Village Councnl are up for elec-

. tion March 2.

To qualify as a candidate for
the - -nonpartisan election, resi-
dents must sign up between 8

| am. and 5 p.m., Jan. 6, with
municipal clerk Irma Nava at

village hall on Cree Meadows
Drive.

To declare as a candldate a.
person is required to have a dec-

laration of candidacy and a copy

- of the person’s current affidavit

of voter registration on file with
~ the county clerk certified by that
office on a date not earlier than

the adoptlon of the electlon reso-

- lution by the village council,
which occurred Tuesday.

The candidates’ a&idavits of

voter registration must show
their addresses as
addresses or rural route num-
bers, not as post office boxes.
- To vote in the election, resi-
dents must be registered by 5

street

pm Feb. 3, W1th the meohi !

County Clerk in Carrizozo as a
county voter living in Ruidoso,

-+ The seats up for election are.
. now filled by Ron Anderson,
Frank Cummins, and Bob
Sterchi. The eouncilors are elect-
ed at large and serve four-year |

terms.

Ruidoso are 6, 7, 8,9 and 10.
‘Absentee voting ballots can

be obtained from the municipal

clerk. Applications for absentee
ballots must be completed and

accepted by the municipal clerk
before 5 pm., Feb. 27. |
Absentee ballots will be
aocepted by the clerk by mail or
in person by the voter casting
the ballot until 7 p.m., March 2,

in the office of the village clerk.
Absentee, voting by machine
will be conducted in the clerk’s
office during regular business
hours beginning Feb. 11, and
closing at 5 pm,Feb. 27.

Monjeau Lookout road dlosed

BY DIANNE STALLINGS

RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

The
Lookout and
Campground on the Lincoln
National Forest 1s closed for

the winter.

" The gate is about a quarter
of a mile above the settlement

- oof Villa Madonna. -Although
little snow fell in Ruidoso dur- .

Ing a recent storm, some ac¢cu-
mulation occurred at hlgher
elevations,

road to Monjeau:.
Skyline

- Est. 1993 ‘
/o | "yr‘esenrs o
N “Karaoke”
= Thursday mghts

o 136 Winds
jazztet” |

Saturcfay
@ecemBer 1 3tﬁ

Monjeau offers a view of |

the Sacramento and Capitan
mountain ranges.

Because the road to the ﬁre
tower is steep and rock-
strewn, Skyline is not as heav-

ily used as some lower eleva-

tion camping areas, but it pro-
videés access to Crest Trail, the
25-mile long mother link that
rides the ridges of the White
Mountain Wilderness and

from which many other trails
“spring off in different dlrec- |
,tlons - |

All votmg occurs at the,
Ruidoso Convention Center.
‘County precincts that fall under

LOCAL NEW S

§

-and the emergency medical ser-
vices at 6:35 p.m. Three police -
units also were sent to the site.
White Mountain Drive was
closed while . the car was

| | ' | ' - DIANNE STALL]NIGSISTAFF_ '
Portions ot a demollshed fence pomt to a makeshlft plywood wall mstalled to close oﬁ the master bedroom of apon— |
fdomlmum where a car Janded. o -

| removed and a gas hne wascut |

off: The police officers mdlcated,jl_ | |
~the scene was 1
" cleared by 6: 51 p.m. and left by

_709pm

LAYAWAY
NOW FOR QR.™
CHRISTMAS %

MENS WRANGLER |
“PoLY COTTON
. SNAP FRONT

$2495

WESTERN SHIRTS

NEW WRANGLER
LADIES

CLASSIC RELAXED |}

- 5 POCKET JEANS |

'$2995

MENS 'WRANGLER
- WRANCHER
DRESS JEANS .

‘START $2 695

TONY LAMA
GARMENT BAG
WITH ANY TONY LAMA
MENS OR LADIES BOOT

PURCHASE $50.00 VALUE
~ (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

I ALREAor Low PRICE $999 5 |

NEW SHYANNE

. LADIES .
COTTON SWEATERS & VESTS
POLAR FLEECE WiITH HORSES

IN TAUPE AND BLACK

$3495 t0 $3995

GREAT DEALS ON
'RESISTOL.
HATS

5X COWBOY CLASSIC
REGULAR
e §1 2995

4X BLACK OR
BUCKSKIN

RIDGE RIDER

MENS JEANS
WHEN-You
BUY 2 OR MORE PAIR

" REGULAR $16
EACH

|LADIES BLOUSES

STRETCH POPLIN

WITH SNAP CLOSURES

SOLIDS WITH RUFFLE TRIM
SoLIDS WITH PLAID YOKES

" $1995

PIPEING

- $21.99
CWR BRAND
MENS SHIRTS

PoLy
COT‘TON

$2]_99

- LONG SLEEVE SNAP FRONT | -
IN BLACK.

LADIES LACE TOPS |
LONG SLEEVE.

& LINED

$1995 |

. IVORY
& WH!TE

CWR BRAND
FLANNEL SHIRTS

WESTERN $1999

‘MENS LEATHER ||

‘WALLETS

$1995 o $3495

STYLING
CARHARTT

SANDSTONE
 WASHED
DUCK JACKI

. Plaza Shopplng Center T
- 1709 Sudderth - 257-0861
Open Mon.-Sat., 9 am-7 pm;
o Sun,, 10 am-5 pm
S wWww, corralwest_ com

Ruildoso News Classied + 257.4001

[ .
— D U
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. -swbr@llangt.(_om

| -Let me assist you in butldmg conservmg -
' and protectmg your family’s assets.

essentially

B Financia) € onsullam

| OWN SOME OF HISTORY

{ and the Ruidoso Fire in the early 50’s.

B ~ Phone 505-257.7395

i
§
- ; | - eman' mfo@ru:doso net

‘ Nc spenalnzc In prondmg an in- depth selccnun uf Snumwotern hauks 3
featunng these books for Christmas: . o
" * The Legend of the Poinsetria '~
| ~ Tomie chaola — $16.99. (Children’sy

| '(a_g;,t::t' 2:1 Fﬁ;%']b' % Christmias in New Mexu_'o Cookbook
oo Lynn Nusom—$9.95 -
' at * A Cowboys Nngr Before Christmas

Waddie Mltchcll — $5.95 ((‘lnldrcn s)

Call For catalog of complete listings.

PO Hox 268

. ' : Wllnl Do Womon R | L
o) Really Wansz

GREAT HAlR'

‘ . Visit thdt, .

~ Robyne, & Holly

jbr the latest styles .‘
" in color & cuts -

QELTE' g

3200 g L
714 Mechem 3 .
25? @"‘EE. o S

- For a free consultation and portfolio review call

_ %FmanaalNetwork

Wealth Managemerit Group

508 Mechem Dr., Suite E * 'Ruidoso, NM 88345
‘ 505- 257-8660 * 505-257-8661 fax o
wrbergr@fmancralnetwork com’

Sco. unities are offered thrbugh Finanaal Network Tnyvestinent ¢ WEporation,
a regestened broker/deater and member S{0C -

- R. Carole Wlbcr' |

First Time Released |
Photos of Downtown Ruidoso S

| ' ~ Available Now

at Rundoso Valley Chamber of Commerce
for Christmas .

720 Sudderth Dr J Ru:doso NM 88345
website: www. ruidoso.net
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COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH CHOIR =

* ; PRESENTS

e The Chrlstmasnght

A Cantata by Benjamin Harlan

‘ DECEMBER 14, 2003

AT 10:30 AM
(ONE SERVICE ONLY)

ﬁzzo JUNCTION ROAD * 2574170

ﬁf‘\ :OF"“" N==

GIFT CERTIFICATES)|

fPe?j‘ect for everyone on your ﬁst'
’ﬁ Certi ﬁcates Available for

TANNING,
~ MASSAGE 8
CHIROI’I!AC'I‘IC

Mchnn Chlropractlc

- & Wild West Tanmng
o 1102 Sudderth Dr
257 -6111

NIGHTLY AT 6:40 9:25

NIGHTLY AT (5: 00) 7 15 9: 35 | |
FRI (3 00) SA'I(' S)UN AT (12 00)

FRI (2 :45) SAT SUN AT
(12:30) (R)

Tﬁﬁlﬂ}iﬂ C.!E&M ‘ " “

NnGHTv'A‘r
N;‘QHTLY AT ams BRI
6:80 9:26 (R)

commowsnunmv 1

'LORD OF THE
RINGS:
’ nETunN Q_F. THE.K'NG_

(2:30) SAT
SUN 12:15.
- (G)

THESE TIMES GOOD FRI 12/ 12
THRU THURS 12,16 ONLY!
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5 | for ENMU-R nears

q The deadhne for scholar— ‘graduat-es. | a_Regustratl'en, can
1o shlp applications for spring  take place by phone, fax, or in- -
| classes.at Eastern New Mexico person at 709 Mechem Drive
_-Umvermty-Rmdoso is 5 pm. " between '8 a.m. and 5 p.m, |
i 'MondaY, Dec.15. - '«  Monday . through Fnday
i | Considerable amounts of 'Convenient Web' registration
1 | local, scholarship assistance, . is also available 24 hours a day
tribal funding and other types for continuing - ENMU  stu-
of ‘state/federal ﬁnan(:lal aid - dents. Spring classes will -
| are available to finance a sig- begin on Tuesday Jan 20
_ nificant parts of a college edu- 2004, .
~cation, - - . For ‘more mformatmn or to
. In add1t10n to echolarelups ~ register, contact the ENMU
i ?'-speclal assistance is available office at 257-2120, toll-free at
| for veterans, single motheérs -(800) 934,3668 or online at
'-mth famlhes, and for GED_' WWW. rmdoso enmu edu.

Leglslators on hand Dec. 30

| . BY DIRNNE STALLINGS

RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRI['ER -

L
PAGE 8A * RUIDOSO NEWS

o 'ef the delegates to the county

‘courthouse in Carrizozo for a

Lincoln County resadents ~ two-hour session. Invited to-
~ government entities and orga- attend the meeting are State"
‘nizations with special requests, Sen. Pete - Campos (D-Las
‘projects and  problems can -Vegas), State Sen. Rod Adair
| meet the members of their leg- (R-Roswell), State Rep. Dub
DIARNE smuﬂﬁs,sm:; islative delegatlon at 10 am.  Williams - (R-Glencoe) State

01d grain silos al Fort Stanton. the 1855 former fort and tuberculosis hospilal northeast of Rundoso are endangered because of holes in.the roofs.. Dec.30. = - ~Rep. Dan -Foley (R-Roswell)

Efforts to stabilize the historic structures at the fort are the tocus of several groups andadevelopment commlssmnsrequest to the state Legislature. _ The Southeast COUHCII °f -and’ State ReP Avon Wﬂﬂon
.| - Governments will bring many (R-Roswell) - |

- . S - - - mtm = e e e e e i e b ——— e ———— . . e - - :

%

Residents get preview of Vlllage s water plan.

BY DIANNE STALLINGS Underwood and a consultant will have Builder Bill Hodges said he agrees
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFE WRITER met with the State hngmeer in Santa Fe that water depends on climatic condi-
to tatk about several water issues facmg tions, but "I never met a weatherman
Ruidoso residents who worry about the village, McKnight said. - whose predictions I trust.”

village water resources ~ Mayor Leon Eggleston  He feels confident based on the infor-
and conservation will ‘“ y . emphasized that the mation about the water report given Iast |
have a chance Wednesday ..\We're |00kmg ~-water plan won't be fin- month that a range of ept:ons have been

to question consultants at a Continlling ished, but- the workshop identified.

and to take a peep at por- - will give a chance for pub- Whatever the climatic condltlons, we
tions of the village's water prolonged and ~ lic input. can work on them,” he said. He prefers -
plan. - Jack McGrann, a water to concentrate on solving a problem,
Village manager Lorri severe drought. I conservation proponent, instead of blaming someene 0T some- .
McKnight at a Village hope the consul- thanked the council or ‘thing, he said. |
Council meeting Tuesday - responding to requests “The last thlng I want to do is make 1tr .
announced the special tants have the that the public be given a  a political issue, ” Hodges said. . o | o R
workshop of the board for answers.” chance to look at some of McKnight received council concur- | _'Audubo" Birds wﬂ‘h real bird ca"s..
5:30 p.m. at village hall. . the data and conclusions.  rence to delay a discussion of water con- . | ' o o
 Dennis Brand, a con- Jack McGrann “I've looked at the servation phases until the board’s regu- " - o | |
.. sultant with Wilson & Co., romeniion proponent - national  oceanic  and  lar meeting Jan. 13. The council won't 2500 Sudderth Dr# _ 505.257-9834(
will present a power point . atmospheric data and conduct a second regular meeting this [Ruidoso, NM 88345 "~ thenewshop@zianet.com|}
program on improvements we re looking at a continu-  month. | ' ' ' - oz
to the village's water system to increase  ing prolonged and severe drought,” he McKnight also reminded councilors
efficiency and conservation. Consultant  told village councilors. “I hope the con- about a 9 a.m. special meeting today at
Roger Perry will speak about the vil- sultants have the answers." village hall dealing with ﬁnancmg for
lage’s 40-year water plan. Nature is the ultimate authority in the purchase of 9 acres of land m mid-

By that time, village attorney H. John the issue of weather and water, he said. town for a spemal events square. -

Commissioners to consider flood plain ordinance

- The board will review card  can  accommodate, reluctance to impose more ing forabeer'and wine hcense o
he nl (] Lincoln County attorney Alan rules or to handle inspections, at a new restaurant called |
the plan Tuesday. ) . | o - : ‘ . +/Op: r&tor

- Morel will submit a proposed The commission meeting Bonito Falls Cafe on_ Bonito - 817 Currjzo C"' Oﬁﬁd 2

flood plain ordinance for startsat 8:30 a.m. in the com- Lake Road; a mid-year budget it
BY '”5"",5 ‘STA“-_'NGS_ County Commission review mission chambers of the preparation progress report | )
RUIDOSO NEWS SIATE WRITER Tuesday. county  courthouse  in and a discussion of rural med- 4 z
County  Commissioners Carrizozo. ical clinic management agree-
Venturing to use a few have told the attorney to keep Other items on the agenda ments and  construction —~ NOW OPEN o~

604 S. MAIN -~ ROSWELL *» 623-5643
- Pay Beds! Kids Beds! Sets as Low as ¢99%

more words than a 3x5-inch it simple and to reflect their include a 9 a.m. public hear- issues.

C * 90 Days Same as Cash 0A¢.
SPECIAL / 0111' )/ Pme--- || | FREE Velivery in Roswell, Set up & Removal of Old Bedding
Nothing is more important. In-House Financing Available
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Bunlders Surplus

HOME IMPROVEMENT WAREHOUSE

=m=fnm= s
NROW - w» |

3 . \N :fl/ N Tﬂfﬂt’ Your Wagonl
6ﬁ;‘ or _your gate or " your tractor... |

, .4 ‘\
We have purchased a large quantlty of oil- based

'- | enamel, and we can sell it for $7.2 per gallon. That' sa
real bargam' Lots of colors, primers and rust-kill.

F REDA HOWARD MCSWANE
ﬂ//orney al Eczw

1096 Mcehem Dnve Sunc 302
Ruidoso, New Mex:co 88345

We are expandmg our inventory of outstandmg values »
in tiles, windows, cabinets and other building materials.

Phone: 505-258-432 | )  Happy Holidays! _
Fax: 505-258-5222 - | ~ Hondo, NM_ "% [sunoers| .
(505) 653-4647 w<_$>s | Smes | .
yamz/ £aw Grzmmd/ Bczw | Open ME = wea g | P o
(ﬁ QI"SOI’?Q/gﬂ' ur | 830 am,- 5:00 pm N ACOU""Y _Gj, | - D"P' ‘
qury Sat 8:30 am - 3:.00 pm _HWY 70 |
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- underbrush and'removing trees from.

- it is his business when problems cloud -
~ his department 8 ablhty to approve a
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Contractor now off
v111age S referral hst
By DIAHNE STAI.I.INGS

RUID()SO NEWS STAFF WRITER .
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Aﬁer recewmg several com lamts
from employees that they weren’t
~paid by a contractor for cleanng out

lots in " Ruidoso, Village ' Forestry
Department director Rick' Delaco
~knew he needed to take action.

The cost-sharing projects monl-r

tored ‘by the department constitute

contracts between the village and pri-
vate property owners, who then hire

‘someone to work on their land. After
the jobs are- accomplished and

mspected the owners apply for par-
" tial reimbursement from the village,
~ The reimbursement money comes
~ from state and federal fire hazard

“reduction programs.

“It’s not our busmess what goes on

“between the contractor ‘and - his
emp]oyees Delaco said Monday. But

Underwood to continue as lobbylst

" BY DIANNE STALLINGS
RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF wnnrn

Rmdoso vﬂlage attorney H John Underwood.
- will oontlnue to lobby for local issues in Santa

Fe.

. A' former state representatlve Underwood
has provided lobbying services to the village for
& geveral years, HlS contract was renewed

contractor for areferral list,” .
. The case that caused Delaco to
- review the procedure involved a local
contractor and several employees who
complained to Delaco, “the Lincoln
County thinning project admunstra-
tor Greg Shaver and'
officials with the state
.- Forestry Division that
‘they were not paid. -
Contacted Monday,.'

the contractor said - cream Of the ager Tom Stewart said-
‘that after a complaint - cron.”: | - the same contractor also. -
was filed with the sate , P '.ﬁ is being removed from
Labor Department, he . - " Rick Delaco. the referral list used for

paid all the money he .
owed -

forestf 7

- “'I'hat Ilst rep-
~ resents the

L vﬂlage forestry dlrector

»
.

LOCAL NEVS

Fi

ing the fourth complamt the contrac-
tor was removed in last August from !

the village's reférral list, " | |
.+ “That list represents the cream of
. the crop,” Delaco said. “It’s really free

- advertising so they better

. mess well.” -
| L1ncoln County man-

-rated . sections of  the

- “That was months‘
ago ” he said, contending the problem

was connected to the lag in reim-

bursement after a project is finished..
He denied that any more money is
owed,

also ran into financial problems wait-
ing for a pay check that didn’t arrive.

However, they did not have - an_'
employment contract or payment'

agreement in writing. .
DeIaco said he's not in any posrtron

Tuesday for $10,000, covering a p eriod from Jan.
e . 1to March 15, 2004 which mclude the 30-day
~ session of the state Legrslature o |
~ His efforts primarily are aimed at oang
funding for capital improvements. Underwood
said the fee was increased shghtly this year
because of the com plexity of issues he handles
on behalf of the village, including water and -
water rlghts and municipal gross recelpt taxes,

_county momtored by the

" State Forestry Division. =
But the situation pomted out some

_steps that- property .owners - and-

i 'employees need to take to ensure they

- are protected in the future,

But two- people sard they still

. haven t been paid a combined $590 in
back wages, and that several others

- Before paying a contractor, aland -

owner 1 Iay want a signed statement

that all employees or subcontractors

“have been paid, similar to releases

required when someone is buﬂdmg a
house. .

| Employees also may want a writ-
ten statement spelling out employ-

ment cond1t10ns and wages If a d1s-

. mwmmewwm. o

contractor dldn t

to make a Judgment but after receiv-

- do a good job and handle
all aspects of the busr-_

- projects in the unincorpo-

pute oceurs, they then have some—
thing to present the Laborv
Department o

Delaco said several contractorsf
have been removed from the referral

list over the last year. Some have
worked their way back o, bt had to -

“start from zero to prove thelr rehabll-
lty, he said. .

- Requirements to. be llsted 1nclnde

buymg a'$35 village business license,

.providing references from satisfied
property owners and addressés of jobs
that’ Delaco. or his assistant; Justice
Jones, can inspect, and attending
some of the periodic meetings Delaco

~conducts with contractors,
The meetings are aimed'at ensur-

ing contractors .understand what the
village’s - ordinance on landscapmg'_

and tree thinning says,

“Especially regarding larger trees
we want to be sure they cant say they. |

didn’t- reahze those shouldn’t be cut,”
Delaco said. “If they cut those larger

_trees (without a valid reason and spe-
~ cific approval from the department) "
| they're off the list, -

“We want to prowde a pool of reh-'

able contractors ”

A good businessman must antici-

pate that relmbursement on the cost-

,\A.’a’p:,&u?(h‘ﬂf ‘;___{. L et ,r', ‘ .-.i':__.',.
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pay them

-sharmg program may lag and elther

set aside enough money to pay his -

the vrllage contam that dlsclanner ‘he
sald - ' -

proof that the contractoris covered for

erage *

For a smal]er ]Ob mvolvmg 5-1nch- o
‘diameter trees and contractors with
~only two or three employees work-
.man’s compensation is not requn'ed -

Delaco said.

“When 1 subcontracted (before‘
.being hired by the village), both sides -
agreed to hold harmless the property :
‘owner for workman’s compensatlon
he Sdld

~On a larger job or one mvolvmg"
| trees that could be a hazard to a
nelghbormg house or the land owners =
“home, a property owner. should see..

* Put the logic in!

The Siot Logic System can - 1
~increase your chances of
-~ winning at the slots!
¢ Simple yet effective! '
* Take the emotion out!

& * Get the mahual and the tools

Cornp plan dlsplay 1n Mldtown Saturday

DIANNE STALLINGS

~ RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

‘tors will be drawn to
~ Midtown Saturday to enjoy
.the holiday lights and enter-
tainment, a more serious .
purpose may pique the

interest of those who want .

mput_ into ‘the -v1llage 8

future. |

- From 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. as
S | "part of the Festival of Li ghts
While residents and visi-

celebration, Sudderth Drlve
will be closed to traffic from
Center Street to Country
Club Drive,

A dlSplay by Desrgn

‘Workshop on the vrllages

Comprehensive Plan will be
set up either in front of

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Downs annexauon

The next heanng on the pro-
posed annexation of land east
of the existing boundaries of
Rmdoso Downs is set for Dec
18.

The New MBXICO Munrcrpal
Borders Comnussxon wili con-

duct the hearing at 10 a.am. at
'Rmdoso Downs City Hall to
~ hear testimony- concermng the

annexation.

Three of more meoln
| County commissioners will

attend the public meeting, but
no official county business will
be conducted.

‘up and the public‘will have

Brunell S Department Store,
or if it rains, on the bottom .

floor of -the Four Seasons '
Name —

you must have to maximize
your chances of winning.

Send or call for a brochure |

Mall.

Mail Address

Information W1ll be dis-"

tributed, exhibits will be set

| [0 State

Zip_.

MAIL TO: - ERC
a chance to view the possi-

ble future of the village, -

said village manager Lorri
Mcnght ‘

| PHONE:

LOUIS L'’AMOUR

Set 7 of his novels
primarily in the "Land of
Enchantment." They a¥e:
Killoe, The Da breakers
Conagher Showdown at
Yellow Butte (under the

name of Jim Mayo), Flint,
Shalako and Radlgan

oW .= Yo,
_ef::/ " 2.
_A.o/ The Villuge of \
N4 - RUIDOSO
;o Comprehensive Plan

Now 1s your. chance 10 help determme what
The Village of RUIdOSO W1ll be in the future

" We have a commumty portralt... __
We have a commumty vision...and now
We have opportumtles for the future...

How W1ll we grow?
What will we protect?
What needs to change‘7

We, nee‘d your help in de_'.terr"ninin‘g the appropriate .p_-ath.td_' take._ __'
Please join us December 13“‘ on Sudderth Drlve the Rt

 heart of midtown during the festival of lights in the
- mlddle ofstreet from 1: 00 PM to 5: 00 PM

The Village of Ruidoso
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Upcoming Event!

..

b

+
Rale UL W e A T TH -

f
WM . - B A Bt AV A wie R iy .ot L A - .
! : ' a B N v ) )

PO. Box 757
Alto,'NM 88312
' 505-336-2816

Fax

Toll Free

Br'ooks Mountam

Resor't Servuces

Buymg or Selling
“or Renting Property

Call

257 0075

2701 Sudderth Drive 257-0075.

257-0134
. 800 829-4084

~ 1 -,J1 -

. people when due or take out a tempo-
Tary loan until the money arrives

from 'state or federal sources the-..
] foreStry director said, - - |
‘Because the eontraé't” for work is -

~ between the land owner and the con- ' .
- tractor, the village also doesn’t control” =
pricing for jobs or insurance such ag = .
liability or workman’s compensatlon
‘Delaco said.- Informatlon sheets from

liability 'and - workman’ § compensa- .
tion,.and check their own llablhty cov-, -

VA BN e E MRS o,
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SANDY SUGGITTISTAFF

Liz Hofacket holds the $15,000 raffle prize from the recent. Friends of the Musmal Arts fundraiser for the Ruidoso
High School 24 Karat Gold Band. Shown above, from left, are Eddie Saenz, member, and Andy Haytan, president, of
Friends of the Musical Arts: on the right is Robbie Stephens, band director; kneeling are Jessica Franms color guard

4nd Tristan Bates, both seniors.

USSR DEATHS

Dorothy Burgess

A memorial service for
Dorothy Grace Burgess, 75, of
(Gireen Valley, Ariz., will be at
10 a.m. DNec. 16 at the Desert
Hills Lutheran Church.

Mrs. Burgess died
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2003, at
her home in
(r T ¢ e n
Valley. after
a battle with
cancer.

She was
born In
(Chester

Nova S(otld

(Canada, the
daughter of Dorothy Burgess
the late -

Cecil and Mabel Chandler.

A well-known business-
woman 1n Saint John, New
Brunswick, for many years, she
operated two beauty salons as
well as a consignment clothing
store. She was an avid golfer in
Green Valley and at Alto Lakes
Country Club. She was dedicat-

“ed to her church and the local
Elks. She traveled extensively,
enjoyed people and lived life to
the fullest.

Survivors include her hus-
band, William:; a sister, Edna
Nauss, and a twin sister, Doris
Meadow: a brother, Walter;
children James and his wife,
Patricia Hebb, John and his
wife, Gayle Hebb, Paul and his
wife. Terri Horton, and Linda
and her husband, John Snow,
all of Canada, and a daughter,
Gaye and her husband, Sid
Miller, of Alto; 12 grandchil-
dren; eight great-grandchil-

dren; stepchildren Jeff and his
wife, Leigh Ann Burgess, of
Orlando, Fla., and Tom Burgess
and Deborah and her husband,

Steve Sessions,

of Denver,

Don't let the faucet
run while you clean
vegetahles. Rinse .
them In a filled sink:
or pan. Saues 15010
2650 gallons a
mnllllt

WaterWatch is a public
service of the Ruidoso News.
Submit your water
conservation tip today!

Colo.; eight step-grandchildren;
and five step-great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in death
by a brother, Lawrence; and
husbands Donald Hebb and
Frederic Horton.

The family suggests memor-
ial donations ‘to local and
national cancer societies.

Arrangements are under the
care of Green Valley Mortuary.

Stephanie Telles-Belin

A funeral =~ Mass |
Stephanie Rochelle Telles-
Belin, 30, of Mescalero will be
at 10 a.m. on Friday, with bur-
1al to follow at the Mescalero
Cemetery.

Ms. Telles-Belin  died
Sunday, Dec. 7, 2003, at her
home.

She was born July 15, 1973,
in Mescalero.

She lived there all her life.
She was a member of St.
Joseph’s Mission and a home-
maker.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Sophia Isabel Grace Telles;
her mother, Grace Palmer; her
father, David Belin; brothers
Farron Palmer and Jeffrey
Palmer; sisters Nancy Palmer
and Althea Palmer; grandpar-
ents Isabel and Steven
Martinez, Lucy Evelyn Smith
and Delphine Yahnahki.

Arrangements are under the
direction of LaGrone Funeral
Chapel of Ruidoso.

Melanie Ann Davis

A funeral service for Melanie
Ann Dawvis, 35, of Mescalero
was Wednesday at St. Joseph’s
Mission, with burial following
at the Mescalero Cemetery.

Ms. Davis died Saturday,

for .

Join the New Owners of Fly’s Etc.
(Charles & Brenda Dixon)

fora
RIBBON CUTTING CELEBnArmN'

On Saturday, December 13, 2003
from 4:00 - 6:00 pm
In Time Square,
2501 Sudderth, Suite F,
Ruidoso, NM

Along with all your fly fishing needs e g .
you will find books, calendars, decoratmg S -
ideas to give your cabin that spectal "out-

door” feeling, great holiday gifts, & fun
Christmas ornaments!

Refreshments will be served!

Dec. 6, 2003, in Mescalero.-

She was born Feb 27, 1968
in Mescalero. o

She had lived there all her

" life. She was a teacher’s aide at

the Mescalero Apache School
and a member of St Joseph’
Mission.

‘Survivors include her moth-
er and step-father Henrietta

1 RUIDOSO NEWS STAFF WRITER

winner in RS band ra

r

I Liz Hofacket was
awarded $15,000 by the .
Fnends of the Musncal Arts

BY SAHDY SUGGIIT

- -

Ruidoso High School 24 Karat

Gold Band's planned tnp to'

Washmgton DC. | |
The band will represent

New Mexico in the World War
I Memorial Dedication Parade

on Memorial Day Weekend
2004 and has a lot of money to

 raise for trip expenses. '
Hofacket said her husbarid

bought two of the raffle tickets
at $50 each because he wanted -

to support the band. She chose
~ the cash instead of the truck
because “the money is more

useful to help a lot of dlfferent "

and Curtis Johnson; her father, | B

Clyde Davis Sr,;

and Timothy Johnson; sisters
Jerilyn Morgan, Maelena

Johnson and Myrtle Johnson;

numerous nieces, nephews,
cousins, grandparents, aunts
and uncles.

Arrangements are under the
direction of LaGrone Funera]
Chapel of Ruidoso.

Eva ‘Lee’ Powell
Dollahon

Private services for Eva
“Lee” Powell Dollahon, 80.

Mrs. Dollahon died
Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2003, with
her family by her side.
- She was born March 3, 1923.

Survivors include stepchil-
dren Linda Ross and her hus-
band, Steve, of Albuquerque,

Cynthia Langford and her hus-

band, James, and Gregory
Dollahon and his wife, Annie,
all of Texas; eight grandchil-
dren; two step-grandchildren,;
five great-grandchildren; and
one step-great-grandchild; close
friends in Ruidoso, including
her fellow docents at the
Hubbard Museum and Martha
Smith.

The family suggests memor-
ial donations be sent to her
favorite charities, Animal
Humane Society and American
Diabetes Association.

Ruidoso News Classifed « 257-4001 .

| brothers
" Douglas Davis, Clyde Davis Jr.

: people, she said,

'

Robbie Stephens,
d;lrector said another fundrais-

er is planned for sometlme
- toward: the end of January.
Students will ‘be making the
- rounds  with brochures*‘and

" taking orders from 1nd1v1duals*
 Liz Hofacket was the lucky
winner of the Friends of the -
~ *Musical Arts’ $15,000 raffle:
prize to raise money for the

and businesses for, gourmet

coffee and cookles For infor- .
- pnation about this fundralser,
call the high school band room
~at 258-4910

- Eddie Saenz, also a member
~of the booster club Friends of
~ the Musical Arts, said the band
earned $1,500 in its fall-
fundraiser; “A Mile of Dollars.”

About 60 students and 15

_parents stood on Sudderth
" Drive in Midtown. for two
~ hours asking for ‘donations for

the Washmgton, D. C band
tnp ' |

said.

" I i e um)oso POLICE
- IDrugarrest g
-band?

‘ That fundralser was 50 suc-'-
- cessful they’ll probably do
another like rt m the spnng, heh-

Figt I M Vol Thiud [} DY AT g D i =l Flineard
: 1 . 1 . '
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Rmdoso police clted Larry'
Gonzales, 38, of Ruldoso, Dec.".

: '.'_8 charging him with posses-

gsion of marijuana and posses-

sion of drug paraphernalia. .

‘While looklng for.a person

wanted: by Roswell police, the

" ‘officer was given consent to -
-search ‘an -apartment at 1156 S
“Evergreen Drive. Seeing a mar- |
“ijuana cigarette, he then got
~consent to search for narcotics

and found a baggy with mari--

juana and various items of drug
= paraphernaha :

Man]uana found

Dunng a trafﬁc stop behmd
2811 Sudderth Drive, on Dec..7, -

na coming from one of the cab-

" ins at 29 Pines. Given permis-
sion to search, they found a.
‘baggy with- manJuana and a-

burnt marijuana mgarette on a

.coﬁ’ee table

Liquid/oii-cooled, 5-valve
60cc, 4-stroke single

Full independent,
ong-travel suspension

» Exclusive 3.way
On-Command’ 4WD:

~ choose 2WD, 4WD or 4WD
differential fock with the
push of a button

Wk » Ultramatic dual range °

& automatic transmission with
- 4-wheel engine braking

GOYAMAHA

GARNER’S YAMAHA, LLC .
320 N DAL PASO ST.
HOBBS, NM 88250-5962
(505) 391-9933

© HIGHEST RANKED MID-SIZE suv_
IN INITIAL QUALITY TWO, YEARS IN A ROW!

SEE YUUR TOYUTA DEALER

toyota.com ‘The Toyota Corolla was the highest ranked cornpact car in the J. D Power and Assoi
Study based on a total of 55,483 consumer FESpONSes, www, jdpower.com “Based op R.L. Polk & Co,
Associates 20022003 Inital Quality. 2003 study based on a total of 52 105 ustomer respanses i
dunng this first 90 days of ownershlp WHW, jdpower com .

e
ot

ALL-NEW DESIGN
FOR2004

 DESERTSUNTOYOTA

2510 N. wmte Sands Blvd., Alamogordo
(505) 2377530

ates -2003 Vehlcle Dependabuluty Study"‘ of 2000 model yoar vehzcles
calendar year 2002 total passenger car registrations. '1.D. Pawer and

ndicatmg owner reported problems GET THE FEELING J

- @TOYOTA

.
]

officers smelled burnt marijua-
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Ae sthetrc '

I Congratulatlons were grven o the
 Keep Ruidoso Beautiful Committee and
2 few mcllvrduals for the effort ot

'_"' :  Blaney said she’s honored to be part of: the.
T Keep Rmdoso Beautiful program and added up

B'f IIIAHNE SIII.I.IHGS

 the program.

Comphments were passed out all around for. |
members of the Keep Rmdoso Beauhftﬂ com-

rmttee Tuesday.

‘For the second consecutwe year, the group
‘won the Governor’s Community- Achievement
~ Award; which wﬂl be presented on Dec 18 in

~ Santa Fe.

, Chalrman Susan Lutterman told wllage
B councllors “We feel very proud for our little com-
" munity to receive first place two times. It's an

outstandmg accomplishment.” .

| - Only with the support: of Ellen. “Buzz” -'
Blaney, who sends the state photographs and

| ‘news .clips on every project and accomplish-

~ ment, could the group pull oﬁ' such a coup, she'

gaid.

- “She keeps us motlvated Lutterman sald of

Blaney “But the real secret to our success is the

"people, who come out year after year to plck up

trash.”

In a surpnse move, Rafael Salas, dlrector of

—_—

,’vﬂlage Parks and Recreatron Department |
. Where Blaney works, presented his employees
" with a plaque of recogmtlon for her dedlcatlon to |

_ . -some ‘of the volunteers hours put in by mem- '

: 'bers, then translated those hours into dollars

leadersh1p

donated to the community. 1
‘Lutterman also mentioned the ded1cat10n of R
 members Jackie . Craig, Bart Young, Carolyn M
Felder and Keith Thomas She rev1ewed someof |
the group’s accomphshments s1nce 1ts formatlon o
in October 1997.

Annual prOJects 1nc1ude mulchmg Chrlstmas |
trees, a bank challenge cleanup event and the. - |
_statewide Trek for Trash. Liberty Park also was |.

created at the Kidz Konnection playground at‘ |
,Whlte Mountain Elementary, ‘
" The fourth: quarter Keep Ruidoso Beautlful :
“Award then was presented to Neal Jones; who |
- Lutterman said not only champions the cause; -
" but comes out to. pick up trash himself. A cer- |
. tificate was given to KIDX, where Jones is an | |8
announcer, for all of the publicity the radro sta- | N
-tion gives to the clean-up program. 1
" Councilor ‘Bob Sterchi ended the little love. |
fest by addmg his appreciatron for Lutterman s

Foundatlon seeks to a1d medlcal costs

. BYJENNIFER CHADWICK

FOR THE RUIDOSO NEWS

e — . JR M s - ——

-.Ruidoso Home Care and

Hospice Foundation is a non-

profit 501(c)3 orgamzatron
formed for .

the purpose

Health
@and
Wellness |

financial -

of Lincoln -
‘County for

" medications, med1ca1 equip-

ment, and medical supplies not

covered by insurance pro-

grams, the Lincoln County

Indigent. Fund Program and/or

Medicare and Medicaid..
 The foundation also accepts

" donations of durable medical

equipment for use by individu-

als who meet ehgrbrhty gulde-
lines.
Financial ehglblhty gmde-.

lines are the same as for the.

Lincoln County Indigent Fund,

-which are designed for the

ny.

|

“working poor.” Lincoln County
has a high percentége of unin-
| sured population, with approx-
imately 23 percent of the total

population living at or below
poverty level. Families without

minor children (under 18)
rarely qualify for Medicaid.

The financial gmdehne‘s'

allow for a monthly income of

$1,711 for a single-person
household, $1,956 for a two-
person household, with approx-
imately $2,000 additional
monthly income allowed for
each additional person living in

__the same household.

Completion of an application

is reqmred to request ﬁnanclal

_ assistance, with verification of

_ income and 90-day resldency in
" Lincoln County acoompanymg

~ the application. -

An individual and/or famlly

must have less than $10,000

liquid assets. This means that
the person needing assistance
can own their own home and
an automoblle and still be

qualified.

The fou.ndatron funds can be
accessed for people who have a

need ‘for medical equipment. .
‘that will not be covered under

Medicare. Medicare . and
Medicaid both have rules

excluding the coverage of some

medical equipment. If the indi-
vidual needs medical equip-
ment, call the foundation and
request an application. We also
have volunteers available to

- help complete the application

process.
Many seniors are living on a

* limited income that makes it

very difficult to pay for their
medications. Imagine trying to -
pay for medications that cost

- $400-600 a morith, rents for .

$300-500 a month, groceries,
utilities, etc. on an income: of

$1,200 a month. The cost of

'medications continues to sky-

rocket. When seniors are faced

 with the choice of paying for -

medications or paying the elec-
tric or gas bills, the choice is
usually made to stay warm. For
qualified individuals, the
Foundation will help pay for
medications, while also dssist-
ing the individual to complete
applications for medication
assistance programs.

‘Medicare/Medicaid  benefits,
qualifications, - assistance from .

The Foundatlon alsos pro-

vldes community and: health-

care provider education related

to home health care and hospice

services such as

the Foundation, accessing com-
munity resources, end-of-life

‘and palliative care. If your com- |
munity organization needs a.
speaker on any of these topics, .

'_please call and schedule a date
“with us.

If you are oonsrdenng donat-

ing to a. charity organization

this year, remember that the
Ruidoso Home Care and
Hospice Foundation ensures

that funds remain in Lincoln

County. The number of apph

.cants requestmg financial assis-.
tance is increasing as the:cost of
medications continues to climb.

Ruidoso Home Care and

. Hospice Foundation is governed
by a local board, and all funds

are for use by residents of

‘Lincoln County who meet the

financial and resident eligibility

guidelines. The Board of
D1rectors includes Tom Rigsby,
Linda Flack, Jennie Dorgan,
Bruce Chapman, Theresa

Wood, and Kitty Jelsovsky
Callendar. |
For more information, to |

request an application, or. to

make a donation, contact the

Ruidoss; Home Care and
_Hospice Foundation at (505)
' 958-0028, P.O. Box - 2019,
Ruidoso, NM 88355.

B,

Jennifer Chadwick is the
owner of Ruidoso Home Care
and Hospice.

Deciding on
Home Health Care?

-.health agencies.

To help you make an mformed decrslon
visit WWW. medlcare.gov

(select Home Health Compare)
. or call 1-800-MEDICARE. '

(1-800-633-4227) S

Quality of Care and
Resources You Need

- If you are recovering from

"an illness or other dlsablmg
event, your doctor may

 prescribe home health care
Medicare has quallty of

| care information for all
‘Medicare- certlfled home

Medlcare has lnformatnon on

. Paid for by the New Mexico Medlcal Review Assoclation (NMMRA) |
NMMRA is under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid - .

~ Services, an agency of the U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services, to rmprove the quahty of health care fot people with Medicare

;
4

3 for the Whole Pumzly
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) A grnup warms

“ by thefire at the

villages

~Christmas tree-

- lighting ceremony

last week, There

" was plenty else to

“do though,

|- including. wsﬂs

~ with Santa and

 rides on a horse- -
'-drawn slelgh

" . DIANNE STALLINGS/STAFF

Cling of Wl Prncice

2003

MISS RODEO
NEW MEXICO Vickie S. Willi
KRISTAIN LOVELACE | ickie illiams, D.O., F.A.C. O G
- A | To my patients, my friends.
OF RU'ID_OSO The years | have spent In Ruldoso have given me. the mosf wonder-
— ful experierices In my life. To have the pleasure of taking care of,
caring for, and knowing so many as patients and friends, is an _
T ﬁe 'Vrne Immediurable treasure | will forever hold. My office will be closing
ﬁ E December 19th, | hope to see you in fhe community, enjoying our
beautiful village. s
TlS ttan BOO S For records, prior to December 19th, call 257-5611. After Dec:ember
&_, 20th, call 258-5297. Please establish care with a Gyn Doc before
g"« S o December l9fh o |

127 Rio St
‘antes you to our

}9611 Q‘(OUSQ

Saturday, Dec. 13
 12:00 - 4:00 pm.
Come and meet the
 new owners
Dee & Allan Hutcheson
Refreshments will be served.
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All Hallmark Products :
'10% OFF

wuth this coupon for the- month of December
Ruidoso Office Supply

*not valid for sale iteams

~ Joe & Avril Coakley, Owners
1203 Sudderth Drive
Ruidoso, NM 88345
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