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The manager of KRUI and
KIDX could not be reacht~ for
commenl

Harvey Twit.e. sUluon man
ager at KEDP Community
Radio, MId genemtors are a pri
ority for that new station, which
went on the air officially on
Halloween. Until they're in
piaa', a new lOformation line
will be operational at 2.1)7-INFO
starting Wednesday. ...

Village emergency manager
Thomas Chavez Bald the aitua
tion po1Oted out the need fi)r him
to help the rtdllJ ,LaLJons acquire
generatorH, Iin'J hell make that
one ofhu; pn'l'lljpt;.

"I will In t" fL.~<riRt them 10

finding somt' money," he said.
He'd aL'lO like to encourage

one or two gaR(>line atations in
t.own to install gpnerators for
backup fueL

Lincoln County
CommiHsloner Leo Martinez
Bald If the communication vacu
um had been 8Olved, people
could have been referred to
C'asmo Apache and the

't'(. GAPS. page !..A

milhon J;aIlons per day. The
pn>Jected demand for 2040
without conservation efforts,
was estimated at 3,855.()()() gal
lons per day.

The consultant." ",aid
Ruido80 should be able to pro
duce 5.7 million gallons per day

in a good year of
precipitation and
3.5 million in a
drought.. Being a
tourist town,
peak demands
could soar much
higher in the
summer months.

uSa we need to
find more water,"
Brand said.

"Part of the
I,rrowth in
!{UJdoso we can't
do anything

Dennis Rrand about," he said.
VIllage waItT' (1I1'lJlt.1I11 "WI' have more

than 7,500 resi-
dentIal water

meters and 11'2.5 people lived a'
each homI' year around, that
would b(' 25,000 people.
Currently, most of the town sits
empty (iut of season. Generally,
then' is a trend across the
United States that people with
second homes either sell them

See WATER, page jA

DAVE PRICElSTAFf

All closed up was thr / ;sup's convenience store
just east 01 the "Y" 011' .:i 70 last Sunday night
during the blackoul Pd'.ently waiting for the lights,
and cash registers, to spflng back to life were Helen
Carroll, le«, and Donna Brazeal Customers were
generally understanding throughout the ordeal,
though many couldn't seem to accept the fact that
no beer could be sold during the outage, they said

" •••People with
second homes
either sell them
or move in when
they retire. We
have no way of
knowing which
way it will go
here."

Conservation, water rights
bankmg, reducing water line
10s..'Ws and adding more wells
were hsted by consultants a'l
Home of the strategies guiding
the attempt to
gua ra n!Rt' a
future watt'r
supply for
Ruidooo.

After review
ing past effort."
of the village
council and liR
tening to augges
tIons from resi-
dentb, Dennis
Brand and
Roger Peery
during a meet
ing earlier this
month handed
out a paper list
ing nine strate
gies that are
included in the village's 40-year
water plan. That plan, now in
draft form and close to it..'l first
public ainng. will be suhmitted
to the State Engineera Office.

Consultants Brand and
Peery said that for the year
2000, the average daily
metered use in Ruidoso was 1.3

Consultants list ways
to ensure water supply
BY DIANNE STAU.JMGS

Hi'll H,O NEW'. ,TAFF WRrI"ER

A blackout
Sunday that lasted
as long as 13 1/2
hours for some
Lincoln County res.
idents, with
overnight tempera
tures as low as ~

degrees, pointed out
some major Ifdp8 in
the local emergency
network.

!{esidents
expected to find
radio Htalions on
the air updating
them on the cause
for the power fail
ure and some sort of
repair time esti
mate But when
they !'Wardle<:! theIr dials, all of
the an'a mdio Stat.lOns, 1Oclud
109 the m'w oommunity radio
KEDlJ, wen' off the air.

Early into the blackout, tele
phones at the Ruidoso Police
Station werPn't working. Gas
stations oouldn't pump petrol
without power, t.rapping travel
ers on lJ.S 70 counting on
gB.'iH1Og up 10 Ruidoso.

Most emergency vehicleH
drove out to the Sierra Blanca
Regional Airport to use the
reserve there The aJrport han
generators for all of its major
functions, including fuel pumps.

KBUY/KWES manager
Harold ()akes said his company
ha.'m't lrh'ltalled generatoT'R yet
The delay u; tied t.o lRchnical
dooHlorh'l and budgr·t. lit Mid.

"Do we power t.ht· AM or FM
stauon'r he a'lked. "It's not ec0

nomically rea.'lOnable to power
both. Without a studIO, the
trarulmittRr IS no good, so two
generatoT'R are needed

"We're t.rymg to rectify the
Rituation, but 1can't gIVe a finn
date when."

BYDUINNE~

t.he SIJ,;1l IS to be removed in 30 days, but thp
Wdd Snail sign has been up for 20 yearH or
mon' It had historic value," he said.

H.l'('(·ntly, the village planning and wning
commiSSIOn talked about cracking down on
t.he df'funct businesses that hadn't. removed
~1J,;ns and form letters were sent out.
SappInl,rton should never have received one,
l{t'lllllck said.

1I1''s hoping that the new coat of paint can
ht, n'moved without injuring the old sign
und,'rneath, or that someone could duplicate
t hi' old sign

Sappin~t.on said she won't pay for that
work, because if it's a mistake, the mistake
wasll't herH.

IU'llmck said hp will put together 8 sug
J,;1,~tl'd rhanl{p in t.he language of the ordi
nance to allow for exemptions in specific situ
at IOnR like the Wild Snail, where a historic
purpose is served.

"I feel bad ahout it," he said.

plunged into single digits. Ruidoso and Ruidoso
Downs didn't come back on line until 11 p.m.
Some areas farther away such as Capitan did
n't have power until 1 a.m. and residents along
Ski Run Road lacked service until 8 a.m.

Buckley Zumwalt, area supervisor for Otero
Electric Cooperative, which serves 7,500 cus
tomers in Mescalero, areas north of Ruidoso
and Capitan, and east toward Roswell, said it
took his organization until 8 a.m. to bring
everyone back on line.

"We started (restoring power) at 11 p.m., but
when lines are off that long, they're cold and
you can't pick up everything at once," he said.
"You do it in sectiOrh'i."

,lml Ba.'lsett of Texas-New Mexil:o Power in
I{uldoso said his company's 1~,OOOmstomers in

'1("(' BLACKOUT, page 2A

leaves 20,000 in dark
Blackout exemplifies
need for generators

•

Snail nailed
Repainting of historic sign called a 'mistake'

HIIIXNI'iF~"\'I\H \1~mR

For decades, the upsidp down Wild Snail
Rlgn sat on top of tht, budding at thp comer of
Center Street and Sudderth Drivp

Today, that Rign at the Cherry Blossom
business is pain!Rd a blank yellow.

"Everybody is mad," said Cherry Blossom
owner Evelyn Sappin~ton. 'They comt' In and
ask what happenpd. 1 tell thpm to call the
planning departmpnt. 1 paid $!)O for t.hat.
because they (a department employef'l Raid
it's the rules. 1 cnllpd and hegged them not to
makp me change It. I Raid it's bPen hpre for 7;'
ypaT'R, but they Raid it was thp village rPgula
lions."

Charles Rennick, director of the RuidoHo
Planning Department, said Monday thp
action "probably was a mistakP."

"The code clearly saya in black and white
that when something no longer is in busines..'l,

DIANNE STAlLlNGS/STAfF

Shoppers pass Ly trlf: (,I,dtilifl o! ttw old IIp'll(jp rJown Wild Snail Sign now painted ablank yellow because of
a lorm letter thilt 'JHIlJlrJr,: '1.-iV(' heen 'lent

BY DIANNE STAlliNGS
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~ MORE
COVERAGE,
PAGE 2A

Susan and Tom Lutterman were 2 1/2 hours
into "Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King"
Sunday.when the power went out about 6::30

p.m.
With an hour to go in

the lengthy film at
Sierra Cinema, they
were not going to leave

without seeing the end. Tom Lutterman works
with Texas-New Mexico Power and he felt con
fident that the outage wouldn't last long.

But for 4 1/'2 hours or more, nearly 20,000
people in Otero (:ounty, on the Mescalero
Apal:he fU'servalion and 10 Lincoln County
were without pOWl'r whIlt, local temperatun's

Hl'lIXNI NFW,> 'IAFt- ~Hn"F.R

BY DIANNE S1lU..INGS

Some al CdS out for 13 hours

fourth-graders get a
look at the past with
a trip to Lincoln

Drought or not,
Carriz( )z() Yacht
Club sLtting sail

How to make - and
keLp - those New
'rear's resolutions
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