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Ruideso Mayor Ray Alborn, backed by a show of force from Village officials, appeals to the County Commission Manday on behalf of
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B Ruidoso makes case to county
for the need to pump from North
Fork wells; four commissioners
remain opposed to the idea

DIANNE STALLINGS
dstallings@ruidosonews.com

tion.

DIRRAE STALLINGSRUTOSD HEWS
drilling on Eagle Creek.

After listening to the mayor of
Ruidoso and the village’s lead water con-
sultant speak about the need of the
municipality to pump more than a pro-
posed 300 acre feet from its North Fork
wells, Lincoln County commissioners
tabled action during their morning ses-
sion Monday on a letter in support of
that limitation to “digest” the informa- .

The wait wasn’t worth the time of
Ruidoso officials, who showed up in
force, including the village manager, pro-
ject managers and councilors, Most
stayed over lunch and sat through a few
minor items before commissioners came
back to the issue of a letter slated for
submission to the U.S. Forest Service
The letter was critical of the village and
supportive of slashing the number of gal-
lons it can pump from the wells situated

See WELLS, page 9A

Jim KALVELAGE
jhalvelage@ruidosonews.com

The Lincoln National
Forest may soon impose
fire restrictions because of
ongoing dry weather.
Forest officials said they
are monitoring conditions
to help determine the need
to consider restrictions.

“We are potentially look-
ing at an earlier-than-nor-
mal fire season,” Robert
Trujillo, Lincoln National
Forest Supervisor said
Tuesday.

“Weather predictions
are indicating limited pre-
cipitation and above nor-
mal temperatures for the
coming months, which
could bring an early fire
season.

“We are reviewing the
conditions on the ground
along with the weather pre-
dictions on a daily basis to
ensure that we make the
most informed decision as
possible in regard to
restrictions or closures. If
conditions continue in the
current trend of hot and
dry, we will possibly be in
restrictions within a couple
of weeks.”

National forest restric-
tions typically begin with
limits on campfires, char-

Fire season talk

Wlage imposes, and fbreSt. officials

consider, restrictions; county

burning ban in effect

COURTESY DAVID TREMBLAY

The setting sun after an extremely windy Monday cast a spooky, almost orange glow through the dust
stirred up by gusts of more than 50 mph. Writes photographer David Tremblay: “| happened to look
toward the mountain just before sundown and | realized this sunset wasn't going to be normal. The wind
has been horrendous, and the sun was completely obscured and then it wasn't!”

coal grills and smoking on
the forest. The most severe
response can bring a clo-
sure of the national forest.

Fire danger signs for
the national forest are cur-
rently posted at “moder-
ate” but that is likely to
change soon.

Forest information offi-

cer Joe Garcia said condi-
tions this spring are similar
to the 2009 fire season with
fo end in sight to the dry
conditions. People recreat-
ing on the forest were
reminded to be safe when
using fire.

Forest officials said they
have been proactive in

efforts to mitigate the activ-
ity of a possible wildfire.
“We have been develop-
ing. and conducting pre-
scribped burns on the
Smokey Bear, Sacramento
and Guadalupe Ranger dis-
tricts,” said Don Nunley,
the national forest’s acting
fire management officer.

f the town

“These prescribed burns
play a vital role in remov-
ing excess fuels and will
- reduce the risk of damage
to people, property and
ecosystems.”

A La Nifia pattern set
up in late 2010, resulting in
very sparse rain and snow
during the fall and winter.
The pattern has held into
the 2011 spring season. A
red flag warning was
issued Tuesday for a large
part of New Mexico, includ-
ing the Sacramento and
Capitan mountains, as well
as Lincoln, Otero and
Chaves counties.

Ruidoso put Level II fire
restrictions in place begin-
ning last Friday. Charcoal
briquettes and commercial
fire pits are forbidden on
both public and private
property in the village.
Outdoor smoking is also
prohibited. Lighting up is
only allowed indoors or
within closed vehicles.
Campfires and fireworks
are never allowed in the vil-
lage.

Assistant Fire Chief
Harlan Vincent said with-
out exception citations will
be issued for violating the
Level II restrictions.

See FIRE, page 8A

Business
Retention
Tax may hit
$840,000

DIANNE STALLINGS
dstallings@ruidesonews.com

Based on the first month
of collection for a new busi-
ness retention  gross
receipts tax that took effect
Jan. 1, Lincoln County’s
manager projected the

.county will - see about

$840,000 by the end of the
calendar year.

Voters last September
approved a 3/16th of one
cent GRT for five years in
the hope of keeping Rui-
doso Downs Race Track &
Casino by giving the owner
up to $750,000 to offset his
tax debt. The move was
aimed at giving him more
equal footing with Indian
gaming.

“On March 16, we
received our GRT ‘distribu-
tion for January 2011, the
first month of the business
retention GRT collection,”
County * Manager Tom
Stewart told commission-
ers at their meeting Mon-
day.

See BRT, page 8A
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American Legion Post 79 acting commander Robert Lazcko, right, presents past Post Commander

. Gene Kurtz a certificate of appreciation Saturday during the Amerlcan Legion Post 79 monthly meeting.
World War II veteran Kurtz served as Post Commander for five years, a term that included rebuilding the
Post Buuldmg in Ruxdoso Downs after the roof collapsed dunng the flood of 2008 -

GOP women meet

Speakers at the Federa-
ted Republican Women of
Lincoln County March
meeting will be State Rep-
resentative Dennis Kintigh
and announced U.S. Senate
candidate Greg Sowards.

The meeting will be held
at the Ruidoso Senior Cen-
ter, Monday, March 28, at
11: 30 am. Bring a sack
lunch,

LCMC Board
The next meeting of the

| . Lincoln County Medical

Center Board of Trusteesis

. scheduled for Monday,

March 28, at 6 p.m. in the

- hospital Conference Room.

Free tax help

Free tax preparation is
offered to all middle to low
income individuals and
families of all ages.

The help comes from vol-
unteer tax councilors and
auxiliary personnel under
the auspices of AARP in
cooperation with the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. Help
has been offered nation-
wide for 43 years and in the
Ruidoso area for the last 21
years, '

Come to the Ruidoso
Senior Center on Thurs-
days and Fridays from 1 to
4 p.m. and Saturdays from
9 am. till noon through
Apnl 16.

Center opens

The Greentree Solid
Waste Authority [GSWA]
has opened its new Loma
Grande Collection Center
for residents in the High-
way 37 — Nogal Mesa area.

"The site takes the place
of all solid waste dumpsters
which have now been re-
moved from along Highway
37 at the insistence in 2007

TESY JULIA PAICE

of the New Mexico Depart-
ment of Transportation
(NMDOT).

The exact location of the
compactor is next to the
intersection of Highway 37
and the Wolf Springs Loop
county road.

A sign with three-step
compactor operating in-
structions sign are posted
on the compactor compart-
ment door as well as other
instructions posted on the
site fence. -

The site is a one-way
drive-in, drive-out proce-
dure directing residents to
drive onto the site pad,
stop, toss trash sacks into
the compactor -compart-
ment and then to drive off
and out of the site.

The compactor is to.be
used for household trash
and garbage from inside
the house only.

Nogal Mesa residents
with additional questions

may call the Solid Waste -

Office at 378-4697 or 1-877-
548-8772. :
Additional information
is also available on the
Authority website at www.-
greentreeswa.org.

Sonic booms

Officials with the 49th
Wing have announced the
flying schedule through of
March 27. '

Sonie booms could occur
Wednesday, March 283,
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
and 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.; Thurs-
day, March 24, from 9:30
am. to 1:30 p.m. and 3:30
p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and Fri-
day, March 25, from 9:30
am. to 1:30 p.m,

At this time no flights
are scheduled for Saturday,
March 26 or Sunday,
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Stage 1 of a Soup Garden is underway at Smokey's Community Garden in Ruidoso. The New Mexico Alliance for Children is partnering with the USDA Forest Service to design
a large vegetable garden space incorporating raised beds, cold frames, and in-ground planting at the Smokey Bear Ranger Station. All produce will be donated to the Lincoln
County Food Bank on a weekly basis through the summer, The first p[antmg wilt include all of the ingredients for making vegetable soup — several varieties of potatoes, onions,
carrots, tomatoes, corn, beans, squash, peas, cabbage, herbs, and an assortment of greens. NMAC is developing the educational components for the Forest Service garden: A
Garden Apprenticeship Program, with area middle and high school students helping to design and nurture the garden; and participation by 150 preschoolers; teaching low-
income families how to manage small-plot gardens using available yard space and extend the growing season to increase community food secunty year-round. Summer classes
are open to area youth, Teachmg gardening, water consemation and composting basics. ,

AccuWeather® 7-‘d.a_ .fonrecast;for.:R-u;ld,o,so; e eeuWea

March 27.

Schedules can change
based on a variety of rea-
sons and scheduled times
do not always mean sonic
booms will occur.
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County to seek maximum for ‘sole-provider’

DIANNE STALLINGS
___dstallings@ruidosonews.com

The maximum amount
of money allowed for the
Lincoln County Medical
Center under the supple-
mental Sole Community
Provider program will be
requested by the county.

Al Santos, administra-
tor of the county-owned
hospital in Ruidoso, ex-
plained to county- commis-
sioners Tuegday that the
request submitted earlier
was based! on previous
years. But since then, hes
received more information
and found that additional
money is available.

“We are recommending
increasing the Sole Com-
munity Provider base to
$3,508,260, which is based
‘on a recommendation from
New Mexico Human Ser-
vices Department to factor
in an increase of between
2.5 percent and 5 percent
on the maximum allowed
per hospital based on an
anticipated Market Basket
Index increase for 2011,
Santos wrote in a March 15
memorandum to County
Manager Tom Stewart.

“Using this base, would
result in an approximate
quarterly payment from
the mill levy funds'in the
amount of $249,963. The
money is then matched
with the federal portion of
Medicaid and returned to
the hospital in quarterly
payments.”

Mill levy funds are
derived from a special prop-
erty tax of up to 3 mills ded-
icated to the county hospi-
tal and approved by voters
for a seven-year period.
One mill equates to $1 for
each $1,000 of taxable
property valize. ’

The previous SCP
request from the hospital
was for $564,000 from the
county mill levy to produce
a - federal " match of
$2,098,130; and for the
Supplemental SCP,
$170,877 from the county
mill levy for a $632,877 fed-
eral match. By increasing
the county’s combined
match by $400,000 to
access an additional $1.41

advantage to go for 100 per-
cent to boost $2.7 million to
$4.1 million,” he said, The
program is especially good
because there are no
strings attached as with
Medicaid, only that the dol-
lars be used for health care
serviceg for residents of
Lincoln County.

Santos said the money
will be used to reduce costs,
such as outpatient labora-
tory fees, to level the play-
ing field with the hospital
in Alamogordo. “It’s an
opporfunity to provide
additional commercial ser-
vices for our residents
using a model that works,”
he said. “The money we
contribute allows a margin
to reinvest in ourselves as
leverage for Phase I (of a
master plan construction
program), and to go info
Phase I without additional
taxation. This is strictly a
one-year situation. We
don’t know about future
funding.” :

Santos handed out
charts to commissioners
comparing fees for the 20

most often used lab proce-

dures. The new infusion
will reduce the cost of
healthcare in the county by
$1 million, he contended. -

Commission Chairman
Eileen Sedillo said she
liked the new lab approach,
because it will be a service
for everyone, not just low
income or those without
insurance.

Santos said even more
money may be left over at
the end of the fiscal year.
The SCP program had $5

million to distribute at the -

end of last year. “Keep that
in the back of your minds,”
he said. The money can be
used for construction or to
purchase healthcare-relat-
ed equipment,. he clarified.
Commissioner Mark
Doth told Santos, ‘T’'m curi-
ous why some (other hospi-

" tals) were at 100 percent

and we were at 60 percent
(in the initial requests for
funding).”

Santos said he and his
board did not know the
amount of money available
and extrapolated from last
year, but apparently, some

“That’s just not
true. That’s a gross
exaggeration,” hos-
pital administrator
Al Santos replied to
Commissioner
Kathryn Minter,
who said the LCMC
board appears to be
little more than a
rubber-stamp.

ing for less to increase their
requests. -

Commissioner Kathryn
Minter questioned why
Bernalillo County was not
on the list in the SCP pro-
gram,

Santos replied that
county has more than one
hospital, as does the city of
Albuquerque. The SCP pro-
gram aims to help one-hos-
pital counties, Minter won-
dered - why Dofia Ana
County was listed when it
has two hospitals, Santos
said he would check.

The LCMC provided $6

million in uncompensated

care last year, the adminis-
trator said. That figure rep-
resents bad debts or chari-

“ty, which could sweep in

indigent care, but not the
same type covered by the
county’s Indigent Health-
care Fund. That fund, fin-
anced by a voter-approved
gross receipts tax, provides
reimbursement for non-
hospital healtheare provi-
ders who treat income-
qualified residents.

As the only commission-
er to vote against the
motion for the higher SCP
contribution, Minter asked
Santos and other commis-
sioners to schedule a spe-
cial meeting to go over hos-
pital finances, various
sources of income and pro-
grams that help offset
uncompensated - medical

care for those without
insurance or who cannot
pay.
“Mr. (Gary) Mitchell,
(LCMC Community Board
president), gave me the
(hospital) audit and it’s
almost like the race track,
its difficult to follow,” she
said.

She tried to analyze the
financial information, but
it is very confusing, Minter
said. It involves quasi-pri-
vate and government enti-
ties, a non-profit, and sav-
ings accounts for LCMC
and for Presbyterian
Healthcare Services, the
company that leases and
manages the county-owned
hospital in Ruidoso.
~ “T hope at another time,

-we can discuss the whole

situation, the interrelation-
ship, the whole purpose in
Lincoln County,” she said.
“T would like to see a more
regional approach like the
Alamogordo regional hospi-
tal. Tm told by people in
Carrizozo and Corona they
go elsewhere for their care.
With the flood and freeze,
we found out 80 percent of
Ruidoso water accounts
have billing addresses from
out of the area and 70 per-
cent of Alto’s do too.

“Remember, this is not
free money; it’s all tax
money.”

She prefers all the fund-

ing be private, Minter said.

She'd also like to see a
freeze or reduction in coun-
ty taxes, Minter added.

“Ydu say the money will
be used to offset costs, but
you tax the people to do
that,” she said. “I prefer
lower taxes and let me pay
for the laboratory work
myself, As a nation, I would
like to see us go in a differ-
ent way.”

Doth said Minter’s ques-
tions were legitimate. He
spoke with Santos on his
own time and understands
what Santos hopes to
accomplish by moving a
laboratory ioperation out-
side of the ll'lospita]..

Trying 'to explain ‘in
more detail, Santos the
new arrangement should
reduce the cost of laborato-
ry work for outpatients.
The hospital used TriCore
Reference Laboratories, a
for-profit company, on con- .
tract to handle the lab
work., Because the lab is
within the hospital, the
reimbursement is higher,
but so are the costs, which
Santos said are nearly 50
percent higher than outpa-
tient lab work at many
other hospitals. “That's a
disadvantage - to  our
patients,” he said.

He plans to establish an
out-patient lab across the
street from the hospital so
that a lower rate can be
charged for the work. But
that also means lower rev-
enue for . the hospital.
LCMC couldn’t absorb that
$1 million revenue drop
this year, but will be in a
position to do so next year,
he said. “Our margin is less
than 3 percent this year,”
Santos said. The lab is
being moved at TriCore’s
expense.

Santos said LCMC fares
well in overall cost compar-
isons by the New Mexico
Hospital Association with
hospitals in Alamogordo

and Roswell; coming ouf 35

percent to 40 percent lower,

“Seventy-five percent of
OB patients in (Otero
County) come to us” he
sail, and that sparked the
interest of one obstetrician
about cpening an office in
Lincoln County.

' Santos warned that as
with most hospitals in the
country, LCMC experi-
enced losses during the
first two months of the
year, either because people

- refrained from mediecal pro-

cedures tied to the poor
economy-or the hospital is
realizing fewer dollars
because of reimbursement
reductions from Medicare
and Medicaid.

Sedillo said she read the
contract between the coun-
ty and Presbyterian
Healthcare Services, and it
says the county can recom-
mend appointments to the
hospital community board.

“T think we should start
doing that,” Minter said.
“As a new commissioner, I
think we’re shirking our
responsibility, if we have
no input on (who serves) on
the board. I think this is
one of our biggest responsi-
bilities.” .

- She has attended hospi-
tal board meetings and
only one man asked any
questions, Minter claimed.
The rest appeared to rub-
ber-stamp administration’s
proposed action.

“That’s just not true,”
Santos responded. “That’s
a gross ‘exaggeration.”

Commissioner Tom Bat-
tin, who previously served
on the hospital board, said
that, at one time, the hospi-
tal was on the verge of clos-
ing and the contract with

Presbyterian, “made it via-

ble and successful.”

He offered the motion to
approve the increased sup-
plemental and regular SCP
amounts, which was sec-
onded by Doth and passed
4-1, '
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Capitan should keep |
subdivision ordinance

Minimal zoning would allow a two-tiered system

BN EHEEE RS §Y SHEEIF T LS L EEEELE S SR F R S L

e Capitan Board of
rustees last week tab-
led a motion to decrease

the minimum 3-acre lot size
for development in the village,
The action was supported
by a vast majority of citizens
attending the meeting, as well
as the Planning Commission.

We, too, support maintain-

ing the 3-acre minimum.

The issue arose on behalf of
developer Lionel Burns, who
plans a subdivision east of
town and a nearby business
park on about 20 acres of land
recently annexed into the vil-
lage limits. Burns feels the 3-
acre overall minimum should-
n't apply to the business park.

Another solution floated at
the trustee meeting was to

* land. If commercial properties

grant a variance to the subdi-
vision ordinance that man-
dates the 3-acre minimum.

“T think this is a ridiculous
ordinance,” said Mayor Sam
Hammons, as if his view alone
could revise the books.

. 'This is what happens when
a community resists even the
barest of zoring codes. Capi-
tan needn’t stack on levels.of
commercial and residential
zoning designations as seen in
Ruidoso; it only needs to dif-
ferentiate between commer-
cial and residential uses of

can be placed in higher-densi-
ty locations, so be it.

But to scrap the entire resi-
dential ordinance to accommo-
date that is short-sighted.

1In praise of the Rail Runner

et’s eavesdrop on a legisla-
tive Transportation and
lic Works Committee
meeting earlier this month.
Rep. Rick Little asked how

much it would cost to mothball.

the New Mexico Rail Runner.
“Pm from a county that’s way

down south, and it doesn’t bene-

fit them one bit. Other

. of Transportation staffer to

about the Spaceport.”
Not everybody. Rep. Patricia
Lundstrom asked a Department

show them the locations of the
Big I, the Santa Teresa border
crossing, the new road network
in Eunice, the Spaceport, the
Manuelito Visitor Center, and

. the Glen Rio Visitor Center.

rre. Bsfiis ey saddenton b

eorsidor hizs €0 perrart of the
statds jobe end kel e sizids
popelztion,” ke g25

Bep. Jane Powdrell-

Culberison spoke up, Ehe repe-
sents Sandoval, the stzts son-
ond-fastest growing esuniy.

“If you look at the nzticds
transportation system - New
York, Chicago, Waskington -
none of them pay for them-
selves,” ghe said, “My area was
one of the areas that voted to
tax itself (to pay for the Rail
Runner), There’s not a parking
lot that isn’t full between Belen
and Santa Fe.”

She could have added that
parking lots in Albuquerque,
Bernalillo, Los Lunas and Belen
have had to expand two and
three times,

“T got tremendous heat for
supporting the Rail Runner, but
I participated in the Nation's
Ridesharing concept,” she said.
“You see it quite differently.
We're in a tight crunch, but I
wish we could expand. I look at
it as an economic builder
because people can buy a home
farther out. In the long run, it
will cut down on highway
improvements,” :

Rep. Anna Crook, of Clovis,
gaid, “Most of the pecple on this
committee are in the rural areas
and feel the same way as Rep.
Little. We feel the same way

¥ 1

counties feel the same “From a 30,000-foot
way.” y point of view, all the

_ Chris Blewett, of g major infrastructure
the Rio Metrdo -~ AlES prajects don’t pay for
Regional Transpor- =38 themselves,” she
tation District, tried ¥ said. “They’re all
to put the commuter 7 over the state, It’s
train in perspective. BB, not about use, it’s
Central New Mexico W about economic devel-
has one road, I-25, con- » opment.
meciing Albuquer- SHEREY ROBINSON  “T come from
e, Santa Fe, Belen Gallup. T have
znd forr puebloz, ALL SHEWRGEIE  always supported

“We pot fust for these infrastructure

tofzss condtions but for the projects because they help the
£trre, when you can't even " state. P've never been to Eunice,
Erive it Bexia Ve, he caid., but when the group said they
L&z alzmewoldkavecost  were bringing in an enrichment

plant, I was all for it because I
¥mew it would help the state,
including Gallup, New Mexico.
Twenty years from now, when
s 2l gaid and done, well be
proud ¢f the Rail Runner.”

Fep. Bobby Gonzalez, of
Teos, chimed in.

“Iin the 19605 we debated
building abridze across the Rio
Crzndle gorge) e said, “Where

wesd we be teday without that
brddss? The Pall Bunner dossn't
goto Tzos, but Lssppert it 100
pereest, We kard to explain to
Ty esnstituents, but the Hall
Runner is 6xe s%yp. I would be
nice \o gee the Bl Hunner
extended to different parts of
the state, Wherever it goes, Ul
support it, China and every
other country is getting ahead
of ug in infrastructure.”
Gonzales pointed out that
most of the state’s gross receipts
tax revenues come from
Albuquerque, and most of the
water comes from northern New
Mexico, Extend that argument a
bit farther, Most of our electrici-
ty comes from Farmington,
most of our oil and gas come
from southeastern and north-
eastern New Mexico. If each
region refuses to support the
rest, where are we?

" Two weeks later, when
Lundstrom proposed studying a
Rail Runner extension to
Gallup, the committee support-
ed her unanimously.

¥
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PETE CaMPOS

New Mexico State Senator

This year’s legislative session
will long-be remembered as one
of the most difficult in many
years, as the slow-growing econ-
omy forced legislators to cut
spending for the third year in a
row.

The $5.4 billion budget
approved by the legislature and
sent to the governor represents
our collective statement of policy
priorities for the upcoming fiscal
year.

In many ways, it mirrors our
priorities of the last several ses-
sions: educating New Mexico’s
children, providing health care
to those who need it but cannot

- afford it and protecting us all

from criminals and others who
would do us harm.

. The bad news is that the
spending proposal for the fiscal
year that begins July 1 is down
three percent from the current
year’s spending plan, which
itself is down four percent from
last year’s spending plan, which
was down five percent from the
previous year.

Just like virtually every New
Mexican, the state continues to
tighten its belt. The legislature
has spent the last several years
grappling with this difficult bud-
get situation.

The good news is that we
have managed our way through
this financial crisis about as well
as we could have hoped, deli-
cately balancing the budget dur-
ing these tough economic times.
Our spending cuts have been
incremental and carefully
designed to do the least amount
of harm to those who can least
afford it.

We are cognizant of our duty

- tolook after the health, safefy

and overall well-being of New
Mexicans., Over the last several
years, we have freed up millions
of dollars by cutting stalled con-
struction projects, sweeping cash
from various state accounts,
requiring state employees and
teachers 1o pay rmore into their
retirement plans and delaying

scheduled expenses. We have

also wisely used federal stimu-

_lus funds to supplement critical

state programs. :

The result is a thoughtful,
well-reasoned approach to the
budget that meets the minimum
needs of the state for another
year while keeping our reserves
at five percent of appropriations

~— a prudent level.

As a last resort, we have had
to cut state spending further for
the next fiscal year, but we did
so fully expecting to be able to
restore spending to provide
needed and basic services as the
economy continues to improve.

As a member of the Senate
Finance Committee, I know as
well as anyone the very real
impacts of these cuts. Each dol-
lar that we cut from education
reduces a child’s chance of suc-
ceeding. Each dollar we cut
from social services makes it
more difficult for less fortunate
New Mexicans to get the mental
and physical health care, food or
housing they desperately need.
Each dollar we cut from senior
citizen programs diminishes the
quality of life enjoyed by elderly
New Mexicans.

Each dollar we cut from pub-
lic safety programs increases the
chances that any one of us will
be the victim of a crime. AndI
know very well that each dollar

we cut from state employees’
and teachers’ take-home pay
hurts not only each of those
employees and their families,
but also the grocery stores,
restaurants, shops and business-

GUEST COMMENTARY

2011 session among the most ditficult

SEARBOnEEERRANANEREE

es at which those employees
spend their money.

For those who have been and
will continue to be hurt by these
spending cuts, I urge you to
have faith in the process that

pRt R

“will soon help us resume higher

spending levels.

We strive to be fiscally
responsible, which includes
investing in the education of our

children and the health and Moo

safety of all New Mexicans, as  *
well as protecting the invest- '
ments we've already made in ;
infrastructure around New :
Mexico.

For a variety of reasons — i
some practical and some that '
are simply a recognition of
today’s political reality — this is
not a time to raise revenue by
boosting taxes. It is a time to
carefully follow each tax dollar
that is raised to ensure that itis ~
spent wisely and to reexamine
the tax credits, deductions and
exemptions that are granted to .
ensure that they continue to
serve a worthy purpose or that
they generate more money than
they cost the state.

We will work in the interim -
to make state government more -
efficient and save even more -
money so those savings can be
redirected into critical state pro- °
grams. '

And we will continue to sup-
port policies that engender cer-
tainty in the budgetary process
and our taxation policies so that
everyone who lives and works in
New Mexico can enjoy as much
stability as possible.

As the economy improves, we
will work to restore spending on -
the programs that do the most -
good for New Mexicans who are
most in need.

Until then, we can all be con- -
fident in knowing that by contin-
uing to do our part, we'll get »
through these tough times. .

PETE CAMPOS, a Democrat
from Las Vegas, represents
District 8 in the New Mexico
Senate, including the counties of
Santa Fe, Mora, Torrance, San

Miguel and Guadalupe. : |

are preferred,

LETTERS POLICY

The Ruidoso News encourages letters ta the editor, especially about local topics and issues. Each
letter must be signed and must include the writer’s daytime telephone number and mail address. The
phone number and mailing address will not be printed; the hometown will be. The telephone number
will be used to verify authorship. No letter will be printed without the writer's name. .

Letters should be no more than 300 words in length, of public interest, and free of libel; editing will "
be for length, grammar or spelling. Shorter letters are preferred and generally receive greater reader-
ship. The Ruidoso News reserves the right to reject any letter. Longer by-lined “Guest Commentary” !
articles will be considered; call the editor at 575-267-4001. :

Letters may be delivered to the Ruidoso News office at 104 Park Avenue, mailed to P.0, Box 128,
Ruidoso, NM 88356; faxed to 2567-7063; or sent by e-mail to letters@ruidosonews.com. Emailed letter
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_SUPERMOON

COURTESY DAVID TREMBLAY

At 6:33 a.m., Sunday, Lincoln Gounty photographer David Tremblay, like thousands of others, snapped images of the “supermoon.” Setting behind Sierra Blanca Peak in the Sacramento Mountains, the moon
appeared 14 percent W|der'and 30 percent brighter at a distance of 221,567 miles away from Earth, the closest since March of 1993. The moon's distance varies each month between about 222,000 miles and
252,000 miles because of its elliptical orbit around the Earth.

DIANNE STALLINGS
dstallings@ruidosonews.com

A contract for a new

telephone system to alert

i Lincoln County residents

L in emergencies was ap-

proved after another com-

pany simply disappeared,

the county manager said
Monday.

A countywide test of the
new system is planned in
April.

County Manager Tom
Stewart = said  before
‘ February, the county was
¥ using a Reverse 9-1-1 ser-
vice from SurfSimple
m Mapstorm.

It was used about once a
month to ensure capability,
“but when we went to use it
to potentially assist the vil-
lage of Ruidoso, we found
that the system would not
operate,” he told commis-
sioners. )

When staff tried to con-
tact the company, they
learned the phone was dis-
connected.

Because the
already paid for three years
of service with a Homeland
Security grant, the attor-
ney wrote a letter to three
addresses Stewart found
for the firm, notifying the
owners they were in breach
of contract. The county has
received no response, he
said.

Stewart subsequently
notified Homeland Security
officials of the default and
also contacted other county
managers signed up for the

service to ensure they knew

it likely was not working.
With an elevated fire
danger because of strong

e-mail notices, and 30,000
voice minutes per year, the
manager said.

The system became
operational the morning of
March 9 with 25,293
Geographical Information
System located phones in
the data base, he said.

Atwell, Emergency Ser-
vices Coordinator Joe
Kenmore, Undersheriff
Robert Shepperd and lead
dispatcher Mickie Howard
were trained on the system
and have immediate access
from any Infernet connec-
tion.

A link to enable citizens
to sign up for the program
and receive cell phone mes-
sage, text or e-mail alerts
associated with their cor-
rect rural address will be
placed on the county
Website, Stewart said. He
plans to give the system a

County issues contract for new emergency phone system

little time to settle in and
then at the April 19 com-
mission meeting, a call will
be generated as a test of
the system.

“The subcontractor will
provide this complimentary
call out to test the speed of
our phone system,” he said.

county

winds and dry vegetation,
the county was in immi-
nent need of a Reverse 9-1-
1 system, an automatic
phone system that can
alert thousands of house-
holds about emergencies
within minutes, Stewart
said.

He and County Emer-
gency Services Director
Travis Atwell expedited
selection of a replacement
firm and a Web-based pro-
gram,

Five firms were contact-
ed and CodeRED was
selected for a three-year
service at $5,250 the first
year and $10,000 per year
thereafter, with the first
three months free.

Stewart  successfully
demonstrated the service
for commissioners, calling
in a message that within
one minute rang on each
commissioner’s cell phone.

Not only can land lines
receive the messages, cell
phones can be signed up by
Website for the notification
list, he said. The service
provides unlimited text and

DIANNE STALLINGS
dstallings@ruidosonews.com

A new cell phone tower
may be erected on property
that is home to the Ruidoso
Police Department.

After surveying the
Ruidoso area, Verizon
Wireless determined the
most logical location for a
new tower was at the police
station on Mechem Drive,
according to a report from
village manager Debi Lee.

“Chief Magill will take a
look at that,” Lee said.

The cellular phone com-
pany has planned, dia-
gramed and is in the
process of wanting to place
the tower on the northwest
corner of the building. The
tower would be 140 feet

RPD may get cell tower

than the current police
communications tower. Lee
said Verizon would install
the police radio elementson .
the top of their tower and
then place their equipment
below that.

The company said that,
because of the different
radio frequencies, there
would be no interference
with emergency radios. The
higher elevation for the
police radios would in-
crease the range of the
emergency communica-
tions.

“There should be an
agreement,” Lee said. “And
I'll make sure there's lots of
sunshine on that issue.”

After the tower is

i i Offerg
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New school calendar
offers a winter change

JM KALVELAGE
]laalvelage@mm'o:onew: com

e 2011-12 school
year in the Ruidoso
A. district, approved by

the education board, will
have a bit of a shake-up.

“This calendar is differ-

nt,” Superintendent Bea
Etta Harris told the educa-
tion board. -

One big change will be
realized by students who
take part in the winter ski
program, .

Instructional time dur-
ing the January through
March timeline has some-
times been reduced with
the ski program and days
off because of winter
weather.

“For several years now
we've had four ski after-
noons on Wednesday after-
noons. And the committee,
their concern was, that the
Wednesday  afternoons
have been somewhat sac-
red. A lot of people in this
community learned to ski
because of those Wed-nes-
day afternoon.

“So I agreed to get w1th
Mr. Kief Johnson (district
activities director) and go
visit with Ski Apache peo-
ple and see if we could work
out something that would
be acceptable to the com-
munity that we wouldn’t be
giving up. We set a date
and we went up there and
we were pleasantly sur-
-prised that they are more’
than willing to offer the
same discount to parents.

“You know parents get a
discount Wednesday after-
noons, and it’s a significant
discount. They were willing
to offer that to us on
Sunday afternoons. They
don’t want to do it on the

big Presidents’ Day week-
end because they have a lot
of people. We thought we
left with four Sunday after-
noons and they communi-
cated with each other

they'll give us five Sunday .

afternoons. So theyll give
the same discount to stu-
dents and the same dis-
count to parents, five
Sunday afternoons. The
good thing about that is
that teachers won't be tak-
ing off of school to go with
their own children. And
parents won’t have to leave
work to go with their chil-
dren. If we don’t like this,
well think about it next

year, But this year welll try
it and see how it works for
the community.”

The first full day of

classes will begin on Aug. .

16. The school year will end
on May 25.

Harris said students will
see a 178-day schedule.

“Everyone knows we
have 180 school days in
New Mexico, with stu-
dents. What happened in
the legislature is they

. thought about saying 180

days, 6-hours a day, every
day, every school, because

.gome schools went to school

longer in the day to give
time for (teacher) profes-
sional development. But
the way it works out is, the
law says, students have to
go, in K-5, 990 hours.

“So you can build the
hours in the day to get
there, Grades 7-12 have to
have 1,080 hours. This sort
of bind it puts the district
in is that students have to
go a certain number of
hours. Teachers have to go
183 days. So we worked
this out where teachers
have 183 days, and stu-
dents are going 990 or
1,080 hours plus about 21
hours extra for the three
snow days. And we'll add in
another 14 hours for two
professional development
days during the year.”

. Qct. 7 and Oct. 10, on
each side of a weekend, will
be part of the fall recess,
creating a four-day re-
prieve from classes for stu-

" dents.
. “But for teachers, they’ll

be working on the 7th (pro-

fessional - development). .

And the other day is in
February, before Presi-
dents’ Day on the 17th.
Again, students will have a
four-day weekend but
teachers will have staff
development on that day.”

Harris said the math
adds up to the state
required number of hours

for students.

The calendar committee
struggled with the Christ-
mas holiday, which will
begin midweek, on Dec. 21,
Harris told the board.

“It's because Christmas
falls on Sunday. If we went
right up to the 23rd, to give
us two full weeks, people
aren’t comfortable with
working right up to the
23rd. And if we backed up
to the 19th, people didn't

want to come back on the
2nd. So the committee as a
whole said we would rather
do Wednesday to Tuesday.
So that’s why Christmas is
different this year than in
the last two years. And that
is really dependent on the
calendar every year.”

While teachers will re-
port back on Jan. 4, for an
in-service day, students
will resume instruction on
Jan. 5.

Spring break Would

include March 19-23.
Raster recess is scheduled
for April 6-9.

“Tt’s. different than be-
fore but I like it,” said board:
member Curt Temple. “A
teacher that I know says
she’ll lose kids for a couple
of days because there’s a
three-day hcnhday and the
kids will take off another
day. So the teachers are
standing there with half
the kids still gone because
there’s a major holiday or
theyre traveling or some-
thing. It just seems to even
that out more where that’s
not going to happen. I
mean maybe at Christrhas
she may have some. of it,
but throughout the whole
year it looks pretty good
really.”

Harris said the schedule
committee recognized that
a four-day week is almost
as good as a five-day week
and thus they made an

" effort to not do three-day

weeks.

Board member Kerry
Gladden Eastep said she
had served on the calendar
committee in the past. .

“I will say that until you
sit down and start looking
at all of this, it’s the 20 sci-

ence fairs that are here:

that we're hosting, the par-
ent conferences and the
trimesters and semesters.
It isthard and I know we
struggled with that Jan-
uary through March, I
applaud you and coach
Johnson on kind of getting
out of the box.”

Harris said typically the
committee would make a
calendar recommendation
to the board.

“But they want to
remain anonymous. It's
hard to get teachers fo
serve on this committee
because they sometimes
get a little flak for it. But I
think this year teachers got
a lot of input.”

MESA students bring home awards

Jiv KALVELAGE
jhalvelage@ruidosonews.com

Ruidoso Middle School
MESA (math, engineering,
science achievement) stu-
dents recently brought
home a number of awards
from the New Mexico State
University Innoventure
Competition in Las Cruces.

The Innoventure Com-
petition is a middle and
high school competition
focused on encouraging
teamwork, solving prob-
lems, and learning more
about science, engineering
and entrepreneurship. The
competition is put on by the
Arrowhead Business
Center, Students work in
teams to dewelop an innov-
ative idea based on a par-
ticular theme, taking an

idea from concept, to proto-
type, to commercial mar-
ketability.

This year’s theme chal-
lenged students to develop
an innovative product
using math, science, engi-
neering, and technology
skills to help a community
in one of the following
areas: waste management,
‘agriculture, building mate-
rials, energy, transporta-
tion or water.

The middle school team,
made up of Andres Aguirre,
Cristian Castro, Alex Go-
mez and Adrian Reyes,
won best prototype and
best business plan awards
in addition to placing sec-
ond overall in the middle
school category. This year's
contest was the second year
the team participated.

The Innoventure Com-
petition is designed to
mimic real-life processes in
the world of technological
advances and inventions.
For this year’s competition,
the Ruidoso Middle School
students designed and
built a unique home appli-
ance which uses bacteria to
produce electricity.

Prototypes were scored
for innovation and func-
tionality. Each middle
school team was required
to describe their invention
process, their prototype
design, and demonstrate
their product before a panel
of judges.

The judging panel con-
sisted of one business
expert, one technical
expert, and one community
member.

LENA BARRERA
Ruidoso High School Journalism

Sierra Blanca Motors, a
trusted local dealership
since 1965, has offered the
students of Ruidoso High
School- and Choices a
chance to win a 1999
Oldsmobile Bravada.

The Oldsmobile is black
with a tan leather interior,
five passenger, all-wheel
drive with 91,500 miles on
it and in great condition.

“It’s something they def-
initely won't be embar-
rassed to drive in.” All the
students have to do is show
up for school.

Each week a) student is
in school every day without
any tardies, their name is
entered into the drawing.
How easy is that?

Not only do you have a
great incentive to get to
class on time, you also get
the chance to win a sweet
car.

And who doesn’t want a
free car? Since we have 10

Sierra Blanca Motars is rewarding a student with good attendance with this car .

Attendance = free car

weeks of “school left, this
means there are still 10
more chances to have your
name entered into the
drawing, including all the
previous weeks of perfect
attendance,

- On the last day of the
school year, one name will
be pulled from the drawing
and one lucky student will
be driving this beauty
home.

Don’t have a license yet?
No worries, you can still
win the car as long as your
parents sign for it. This
drawing is in efforts to
increase student atten-
dance, which is an increas-
ing problem these days.

“Anytime we can im-
prove that [attendance] in
schools, everyone is going
to benefit.”

Students, who miss 10
or more days in a class, are
confronted with the possi-
hility of not receiving credit
for the class.

When asked how this
idea came about, dJoe

COURTESY

Gomez replied, “Well it was
actually Mrs. Staski who
came to me with the ides,
sometime back in August,
and I thought it was a good
idea. Sierra Blanca Motors
prides itself on our special
attention to offering an
unparrelled customer ser-
vice which has resulted in
literally thousands of
repeat customers over the
years and now it’s also
reaching out to support stu-
dents,

“She asked if we'd be
interested in doing this,
and I said, heck anything
for the kids.”

Support from the com-
munity is always great
encouragement for kids to
continue in their education
and grow to be the leaders
of their generation.

As a reporter on this
story, I got the chance to
check out the car first-hand
and even get a ride. I must
say that I'm keeping my
fingers crossed and hoping
my name is pulled.

i SPOUILINE

Spotlite.

Teen Spotlite features area teens that
have made a difference in their communi-
ty. Francesca Gavin is the next teen in the

Gavin. is the daughter of Tom and
Antonietta Gavin and is currently in her
senior year at Ruidoso High School. Gavin
is involved in a variety of activities at her
school and in her community.

At Ruidoso High School, Gavin is a ded-
icated student as evidenced by her mem-
bership on the High Honor Roll, National
Honor Society, and National Society of
| High School Scholars.

She is currently the Senior Class
President, a member of the Student
Council, and in the Art Club. Other accom-
plishments at RHS are being elected
Homecoming Queen, being named to the
All-District and All-State Varsity Soccer
Teams, receiving the Rotarian Youth

Leadership Award, and completing her
Advanced Placement Art Portfolio. -

Gavin is also involved in the communi-
ty. She has volunteered at several area
organizations including the Mescalero
Nursing Home, the Humane Society and
Santa’s Helpers.

She has also found time to coach Little
League Soccer and help out as a counselor
at church camp during the summer.

Gavin lists three people as being influ-
ences in her life. These people include a
parent, a teacher, and a fellow student.

Gavin says of her mom, “She is the best,
and I would not be where I am nght now
without her.” The teacher listed is Karen

Autry Kimbrel who Gavin says is a great
influence to many students at the high
school.

Gavin also speaks of a fellow student,
Emily Davis, because she is so positive and
has a great attitude in gpite of many chal-
lenges in her life. Future plans include
attending West Texas A&M on a Merit
Scholarship and pursuing a degree to work
later as a physician’s assistant or in pedi-
atrics, Gavin is a shining example of an
outstanding teen in Lincoln County.

Sponsored by Lincoln County DWI
Prevention
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Jim KALVELAGE
Jkalvelage@ruidosonetvs.com

Fares to ride Lincoln
County Transit will
increase April 1.

Those who call and
request same day service
within Ruidoso - Ruidoso
Downs will be charged $5
per ride.

If a ride is scheduled
before 3 p.m. of the preced-
ing day, Monday through
Friday, the fare will be $2
per ride within Ruidoso -
Ruidoso Downs, and $4 per
ride that goes'beyond the
two municipalities.

The door-to-door public
transportation program,
started in late 2008 by
Ruidoso Downs, is funded

through federal transporta-

tion grants, some local gov-
ernments, and to a lesser
degree from fares.

In taking the fare
increase to the Ruidoso
Downs City Council last
week, Lincoln County
Transit manager Patty
DeSoto said elevated gas
prices and a growing num-
ber of calls for same day
service, prompted the
requested rate increases.

“When we get a call 24

“hours in advance we can

schedule the people that
are riding and going in the
same direction in the same
bus and it’s a much more
efficient use of our service,”
DeSoto said. “People have
become accustomed to call-
ing in the same day and
wanting a ride and wanting

.it now. It’s inconvenient for

us because we’re more scat-
tered. -
“We're less prepared for

that. If we have it in.

advance, knowing where
these people are and where
they’re going, it’s much eas-
ier to meet their needs.”
“Z:Those seeking same day
Service will pay substan-
tlally more under the fare
structure approved by city
councﬂors

‘:: “T don’t mind providing
that service, but I think
there should be a cost to it,”
D_'eSoto said of same day
service. “Pm considering a
$5 charge (for same day
service) or a $3. discount if
you call in' advance.
Gonsiderations will be
wade for those who have
appointments. People that
ate going to Walmart gen-
erally have an idea of when
they’re going to be done
shopping, so you can esti-
mate your returns. Where-
as if youre in call in or

to ride: County transit fares rise

something like that, and
you have a (college) class
that exceeded your time
period, taking a test like in
finals week, we would con-
sider that still a $2 return
as long as you have esti-
mated your return.”

" Bame-day service be-
yond Ruidoso - Ruidoso
Downs would not be pro-
vided.

“With the increaging
cost of gas, we would also
like to ask the council to
consider an increase in the
cost for the rides in our ser-
vice areas. Currently it is a
dollar to ride' within
Ruidoso - Ruidoso Downs
and $2 for Capitan and
Carrizozo. We would like
you to consider $2 to ride
for Ruidoso and Ruidoso
Downs. That’s the (Ski Run
Road) Shell gas station
boundary on the north side
and the Hale Cemetery (far
east edge of Ruidoso
Downs) on the south side.
And that would be a $2 ride
within that area. It would
be $4 into Capitan and
Carrizozo, Alto, anything
past the Shell station and
the Hale Cemetery. I think
that’s a very reasonable
request with the cost of gas
nearly $4 a gallon. With
this increase in cost it also
reduces our local match 50

. cents on the dollar. Opera- -

ting costs are reduced by
our revenues and matched
50 percent.”

Questioned by City
Councilor Gary ‘Williams,
DeSoto clarified that a
same-day rider would have

a $5 fare per ride. Calling’

24 hours in advance would
trim $3 from the fare.
“What's your percentage
of same-day riders?” Wil-
liams asked.
“I'd say it’s about 30 per-
cent,” DeSoto said. “A 1ot of

-people are calling in trying

to squeeze it in and when
we squeeze it in it some-
times makes us late for our
people who have made
appointments. And they
get first consideration.”

DeSoto said many of
Lincoln County Transit
patrons are “subscription
riders” who travel to work
or appointments.

City Councilor Rene
Olivo said he saw nothing
wrong with the fare

inereases.

“Looking at L.A., they're
more than we are, and
they’re a fixed route.”

Olivo wondered if Lin-
coln. County Transit would
consider fixed routes.

Alto man among four

named to commission

Jv KALVELAGE
kalveluge@ruidosonews.com

An Alto man, with a
career in wildlife manage-
ment, was one of four New
Mexicans appointed Mon-
day to the New Mexico
State Game Commission.

Bill Montoya is a former
director of the New Mexico
Department of Game and
Fish. He had worked for the
department for 28 years,
overseeing conservation
and game management

before taking over the

director’s post in 1988.
Montoya held the position
until 1994,

He is also the former
president of the Western
Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencles and holds
a degree in wildlife man-
agement from New Mexico
State University.

Another former director
of the New Mexico

Department of Game and
Fish, Jerry. Maracchini of
Rio Rancho, was also
appointed to the commis-
sion by - Gov. . Susana
Martinez. He had been the
department’s director from
1994 to 2000. Maracchini
has a degree in wildlife sci-
ence from New Mexico
State University.

Robert Hoffman of Las

Cruces, who is active in a
number of sportsmen
groups in New Mexico, and
Scott Bidegain of Tucum-
cari, a board director with
the New Mexico Cattle
Growers Association, were
also named by Martinez to
the game and fish commis-
sion.

The four appomtees will
replace commissioners San-
dy Buffett of Santa Fe,
Gary Fonay of Hobbs, Kent
Salazar of Albuquerque,
and M.H. “Dutch” Salmon
of Silver City.

“Yes, I'm in the process
of doing the timing on that,
to do a map on that, to
show that to the council,
DeSoto responded. “At that
time, on demand services
would be strictly put to
what they call para-transit
for those who have a dis-
ability. You qualify for that.
That would be the only on-
demand services.”

Mayor Tom Armstrong
said fixed routes could be
more efficient.

“They say one person on-
demand. Well, some of the
questions  that she’s
answered were the reason
that happened,” Armstrong

said. We're just trying to
accommodate everything,
Maybe by the next council
meeting maybe we can look
at this and get fixed routes
approved.”

City Councilor Dean
Holman said it seems like
DeSoto was looking at
ways to balance things to
ensure Lincoln County
Transit works.

“And trying to factor mlf
you raise the rates, will
some of the passengers
drop off? I see what you're
trying to do but I think
even with the rates being
raised, when people really
look at what it cost to own a

vehicle, for those of us that
have them, sometime when
you sit down and start fig-
uring out what that auto-
mobile and that trans-
portation is costing you, it’s
frightening. When you fig-
ure the cost of the initial
vehicle, the maintenance,
the tires, the battery, oil
changes, insurance, and
then the gasoline, when
people sit down and really
figure, they're coming out
real well,”

DeSoto agreed.

“Public transportation,
it really gets in your blood,”
DeSoto said. “You care for

these people. A lot of people

“With our
increasing elderly
population in
Lincoln Coungy,
1 see that just
continuing to

grou)'”

are rezlly starting to use
the service. And with our
increasing elderly popula-
tion in-Lincoln County, I
see that just continuing to
grow.”
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FIRE

FROM PAGE 1A

Lincoln County has also
put restrictions in place
after federal fire officials

said the fire danger ranged

fro high to very high.

“This combined with
increasing wind “speeds
today (Tuesday), and then
a very brief lull in the
winds Wednesday, followed
by an immediate resump-
tion of the winds on
Thursday, requires tempo-
rary restrictions on open
burning,” Lincoln County
Manager Tom Stewart

- said. “Therefore, in accor-
dance with our county ordi-
nance, the county manager
and emergency services
director have determined
that critical fire conditions
will exist over the next sev-
eral days.”

The county’s open burn-
ing prohibition was to
remain in place at least
through Thursday.

And New Mexico’s State
Forestry Division also
warned the potential for
destructive wildfire was
increasing as warm and
windy weather continued
to dry out vegetation.
Because of current drought
conditions, the agency rec-
ommended that residents
establish defensible space
to protect homes and prop-
erty in wildland urban

. interface regions such as

the Ruidoso area.
“Creating  defensible
space is a homeowner’s
best defense against wild-
fire, especially now that
we're starting to see-the
number of fires increase,”
said Tony Delfin, New

Mexico’'s acting state

forester. “As the population
continues to grow and
builds homes in the areas

Among strategies to tackle dangerous fire conditions in mountain areas is the use of prescribed burns,

]

that border grass or forest
settings, it is vital for indi-
viduals and communities to
create defensible space and
work toward being Fire-
wise,”

Defensible space is the
area around a structure
were combustible vegeta-
tion that can spread fire
has been cleared, reduced
or replaced. The space acts
as a barrier between a
structure and an advancing
wildfire.

Defensible space can be
anything from well mam
tained landscaping in a
backyard to the significant
removal of trees and flam-

‘mable shrubs from around

structures.

The threat of wildfires
became reality in the Rui-
doso area for several years
during the early 2000s. The
first devastating wildland
fire at that time was the
Cree Fire in May 2000,

The following year the
Musket Ball Fire, which:
broke out on April Fool’s
Day, 2001, was followed
several months later by the

MEN’S
LEAGUE
STARTING
APRIL 7%

Trap and Skeet and the
Homestead fires, which
both started on the same
weekend.

All the fires threatened
residential areas in and
around Ruidoso. The most

"destructive blaze, the Alto

area’s Kokopelli Fire, ignit-
ed in March 2002. It
destroyed 28 homes. Each
of the fires was human
caused.

Later in 2002 Ruidoso
put in place a suite of ordi-
nance mandating fuels
reduction on all properties

within the village as well as .

a fire hazard rating stan-
dard for new construction
with regard to building
materials and site develop-

ament. A municipal forestry

department was created in
2008 and Ruidoso was rec-
ognized as a Firewise
Communities USA location
that year.

The recent very low rela-
tive humidity readings and
frequent windy conditions,
sometimes resulting in red
flag. warnings, have been
noted by the National
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Interagency Fire Center.
On Maxch 16, the agency’s
fire response coordination
center  placed  their
Southwest Area in fire pre-

- paredness level two in

response to high to very
high fire dangers and an
increase in wildland fire
activity.

The heightened fire con-
cerns come as the 2nd
annual Wildland Urban
Interface Summit, Wednes-
day and Thursday in
Ruidoso, has the theme
“Fire is at your back door.
Are you ready?” The event,
at the Ruidoso Convention
Center, is sponsored by the
US Forest Service, Bureau
of Land Management, New
Mexico State Forestry,
New. Mexico -State Land
Office and the New Mexico
Association of Counties.

“The summit will pro-
vide an opportunity for
New Mexico’s community
members, fire specialists
and local government lead-
ers to discuss statewide
efforts to reduce the risk of
wildfire,” said Paul Guit-

ierrez, executive director of
the counties’ association.
“Workshop sessions will
include topics designed for
community involvement,
incident response and local
leadership.”

New Mexico State For-
estry and the New Mexico
Department of Homeland
Security and Emergency
Management offer the fol-
lowing guidelines for estab-
lishing effective defensible
space.

* Create a “lean, clean
and green” firebreak area
by removing flammable
vegetation and growth
within 30 feet of each struc-
ture. Single trees and
shrubs may be retained if
they are well spaced,
pruned and placed so they
avoid the spread of fire.
Maintain an irrigation sys-
tem for any vegetation near
structures.

* Remove any dead veg-
etation as well as large
amounts of pine needles,

leaves and other debris

from around structures and
from rooftops and gutters.

* Keep grass and weeds
mowed.

¢ Prune lower tree limbs
to at least six feet and up to
15 feet (or the lower one-
third of branches on small-
er trees), which will keep
them from acting as a lad-
der for a fire that is moving
along the ground. Property
with steeper slopes can pre-
sent a higher fire risk and
should be pruned higher.

* Remove vegetation
and debris around propane
tanks.

o Relocate woodpiles
and other flammable mate-
rials away from structures.

s Keep grass and weeds
from growing up around
and under raised decks or
porches and remove any
combustible materials as
well.

BRT

FROM PAGE A

“The county received a
small distribution of .
$20.24, for penalty and
interest for the BRGRT,
which is not held by the =
state. We have received”.
this grand sum of $20.24."
into a budget line designat-:-
ed for BRGRT. According to-:
the state, they are holdmg
$60,209.50 in BRGRT
county receipts for Janu* 4
ary, a slow month for busi== i
ness. I did some stubb?i"f"“
pencil analysis and I would"}
be willing to bet that our:
average BRGRT is going t6™
be around $70,000 a
month, about $840,000 for
the year.”

" If the racetrack and casi-
no claim the allowed
$750,000 cap, that would
leave the county about
$90,000. Stewart said.

Commissioner Jackie
Powell said whatever mon-
ey is left after racetrack/-
casino owner R. D. Hub-
bard takes his cut, should "
be targeted for roads, water
and general infrastructure..
Commission Chairman Ei-

. leen Sedillo agreed, saying,

“The benefit from the tax:
should go to county ser-:
vices, because we're all pay-
ing the tax.”

Stewart said he planned
on incorporating excess.
revenue from the tax into--
next fiscal year’s budget
that begins July 1.

“The issue the state is
wrestling with is trying to
decide when the tax should
be distributed, possibly
every six months,” Stewart
said. The distribution also.
could occur in September,
,marking one year since the
election, and after the race
track submits its first claim -
against the revenue.
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Among the Villags of Ruidoso contingent to the county corhmission meeting Monday were, left to right,

DIANKE STALI.IHGSUIBDSB REWS

Councilor Jim Stoddard, Village Manager Debi Lee and Sue Alborn, wife of the mayor.

WELLS

FROM PAGE 1A

on USFS land.

A motion by Commis-
sioner Jackie Powell, who
drafted the letter that was
modified by the county
attorney before being re-
viewed at the regular com-
mission meeting last week,
passed, 4-1. Coramissioner
Tom Battin cast the only
nay vote, urging that a

commission representative

instead meet with village
officials to draft a letter
together. He contended
damaging Ruidoso, the
major population and com-
merce center, also damages
the county.

+After the vote, Ruidoso
Mayor Ray Alborn said,
“Cm disappointed, but not
surprised. 1 think it was
completely expected. I do
have a concern that a letter
was written and distrib-
uted to the media as repre-
sentative of the county

when no action had
occurred. That’s hard to

understand when (the let-
~ ter was written by one com-

missioner) and hadn’t been
accepted by the others yet.”

However, Alborn said in
the end, the village accom-
plished one of its major
objectives, being assured
that more time is available
to submit additional scien-
tific data backing its posi-
tion and a chance to edu-
cate village residents about
the potential impact of
denying Ruidoso the use of
its water rights.

The draft letter was part
of the commission’s agenda
packet.

Powell, who consistently
criticizes the village’s
pumping on the North Fork
of Eagle Creek, as well as
most attempts to transfer
water rights from other
areas of the county for vil-
lage use, remained ada-
mant, when offering the
motion to approve the let-
ter. Ruidoso must adjust
demand to fall within the

limits of its water supply,
she said.

And  Commissioners
Kathryn Minter and Mark
Doth didn’t budge from
their previous positions in
favor of the letter as writ-
ten, which also opposed
augmentation of Eagle
Creek flow by pumping
from the wells.

Commission Chairman
Eileen Sedillo pinned her
vote on a written deadline
of 5 p.m. Monday to submit
comments on the proposed
special use permit for the
wells and limiting condi-
tions.

Although David
Warnack, the new Smokey
Bear District Ranger on the
Lincoln National Forest,
assured commissioners
that the 30-day comment
period published in the
Federal Register was an
error, Sedillo said without
something in writing to
that effect, she couldn’t
sanction a delay in the vote
and the letter should be
delivered by the deadline.

Warnack said his staff
was drafting a letter to
respond to a request by
U.S. Rep. Steve Pearce, a
Republican from New
Mexico, for an extension of
the comment deadline.

“They never should have
listed March 21 as the clos-
ing date,” he said, “There is
no arbitrary 30-day limit
for scoping. The last day
comments will be accepted
will be the date of the final
decision and that’s a long
way off. The scoping period
defines the environmental
impact statement (scope).
When the notice of com-
ment comes out that’s

-when a 45-day comment

period will begin, and com-
ments sent then establish
appeal rights after a deci-
sion is made. We're not
there yet. We're still in
information gathering.”

Warnack said he would
send a copy of the Pearce
letter to the commission,
but Sedillo said she still
was uncomfortable,

Warnack replied, “I
assure you that it is so. You
can take my word or not.”

Alvin Jones, the lead
member of the village
water team, said if the vil-
lage loses the use of all but
300 acre feet of its substan-
tial water rights on Eagle
Creek, some as old as the
1880s, the cost of replacing
them could hit $18 million.
An acre foot equates to
about 325,800 gallons of
water,

The village also earns
flow credit for water its
sends back into the Rio
Ruidoso from Eagle Creek,
which adds to the flow in
that river. Considering the
water rights structure and
wet water production, 75
percent of village water can
be attributed to the water
rights and production on
Eagle Creek, he said.

Jones said the ability to
pump the wells was of
great importance not just
to Ruidoso, but the county
as well. The decision of the
county to comment sur-
prised him, as did the
nature of the comments,

References to a court
stipulation that assurance
is require the wells have no
impact on the surface flow
of Eagle Creek is untrue,
he said. “I've been back and
forth over that ruling and
the USFS is in error. It’s
not there.”

Since the wells began
pumping in the 1980s, no
changes have been noted to
the flora or fauna of the
surrounding environment,
he said. With no baseline
study, the USFS admits it
cannot attribute any degra-
dation to the well use,
Jones said.

The village spent $1 mil-
lion for a U.S. Geological
Survey hydrological study
of the wellfield after other
reports by parties with par-
ticular interests came back
with differing views. The
USGS was selected to give
an objective report and
bares out the complexity of
the wellfield, Jones said.

However, he said a sepa-
ration exists between the
cone of depression created
when the wells are pumped
and the flow of the creek.
That why the village rec-
ommended augmentation
be permitted, because shut-
ting down the wellfield
would not immediately
restore the stream flow.

Jones asked commis-
sioners to consider the
gravity of the situation and
allow more input from the
village before they send a
letter.

Mayor Ray Alborn, the
only other village represen-
tative allowed to speak,
told commissioners water

from North Fork serves
customers in Ruidoso and’
many who live outside the
village in the unincorporat-

~ ed area of the county.

The village drilled the
wells in the 1980s and used .
them based on a special use .
permit and purchased
senior water rights until .
the mid-1990s, when the
permit expired. The pump-
ing continued under annu- *

_al agreements. But in 2005, ..

several home owners on .
Fagle Creek sued the.,
Forest Service, contending .
the village’s pumping at’

- North Fork impaired their -

wells and interfered with
stream flow.
A recent USGS. study -
concluded because of the',
geological faulting system, .
an interrelationship does:.
exist, K
Alborn told commission--
ers, “If the village loses the -
ability to use the wells on
the North Fork, we have to
go downstream, which will
have an impact on the wells. ,
at Alto and Kokopelli.” <
With a national drop in
home sales of 9.6 percent, =
Alborn said, “I can only~
imagine what having no:
water would do.” -
He said village officials .
hoped the county would.,
support the village’s needs :
and request an extension
with it to give time to file
comments and add more "
technical details. .
However, he said the let- -
ter in the agenda packet, :
“did us a big favor by noti-..
fying residents of the vil-

lage what is going on. We - '

want all the information to
be available to everybody,~
8o they can see both sides of --
the issue.” o
Sedillo pointed out that -
if the commission subse- ¢
quently changes its point of :
-view, additional comments .
could be submitted.

Evéry day, every business across the West relies on the power of electricity. But for some businesses, higher electricity bills

could delay important investments in new employees and equipment that increase productivity, At Tri-State, we're working hard

to address the challenges that threaten affordable electricity, including unreasonable regulations and policies. As a not-for-
profit co-op, we're committed to protecting consumers today and in the future by providing affordable power while investing in

innovation. In keeping electricity affordable, we believe businesses have the power to make the economy that much stronger,

TRI-STATE

THE POWER BEHIND YOUR

% LOCAL ELECTRIC CO-OP

Learn more about our commitment to affordability at www.TriState.coop.

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative m
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Cutting Back Rose-
mary: How To Trim
Rosemary Bushes

While pruning a rosemary plant is
not needed to kesp a rosemary
healthy, but there are several rea-
sons why a gardener might want to
prune a rosemary bush. It may be
that they want to shape the rose-
maty, or reduce the size of the rose-
mary shrub or to create a more
bushy and productive plant. What-
ever your reasons for ‘wanting to
prune your rosemary, there are a
few things you need to know about
how to prune a rosemary bush,
When To Prune
Rosemary

Rosemary pruning can be done any:

until 4 to 6 weeks before the first
frost,

Pruning rosemary after this time or
in the falf and winter can cause the
" rosemary shrub to focus on growing

‘time during the spring or summer up -

new, tender growth rather than hard-
ening off and protecting the growth
that it has, If & rosemary bush does
not harden itself off, it wili be more
susceptible to winter damage which
can kill it.

Tips For How To Prune
A Rosemary Bush

Before you prune your rosemary
bush, make sure that your pruning
shears are sharp and clean. Blunt or
dirty pruning shears can result in
ragged cuts that can leave the rose-
mary plant vulnerable to bacteria
and pests.

The next step in how to trim rose-
mary bushes Is to decide why you
want to trim the plant.

If you are trimming the rosemary to
shape it, say as a hedge or a topi-
ary, draw a mental picture of what
you would like the plant to look like
and trim away the branches that do
not fall Into that outline, If your shap-+
ing needs to rerpove more than 1/3
of any hranch, you will need to

prune the rosemary back in stages,
You can prune back branches by %
bat you will need to give them a sea-
son to recover before pruning again.
If you are looking to reduce the size,
you can prune back the overall plant
by 1/3 at a time. Then wait 2-3
month and you can prune back by
1/3 agaln,

If you are doing rosemary pruning
simply to create & busler plant, you
can remove the end 1-2 inches of
the branches. This will force the
branch to split and will create a
bushier plant, This te¢hnique is par-
ticularly helpful If you are growing
rosemary for cooking as this creates
more foliage in a more compact
space.

The steps for how to prune a rose-
mary bush are simple but important,
Knowing how to trim rosemary
‘bushes properly wlil help you keep
your rosemary happy and manageabls,

- 26180 Hwy 70

3 ﬁ ; Weodeaters available

. Pricing starting from

WAL*MART

| Lawn & Garden center
® 575-373-80 S0

Speciracide Weed
- & Grass Killer
1 gai Ready to Use

Various 'I'ypes of

Black & Decker,
Poulan Pro, Feather
Lite or Weed Eater

$28.97 wpto
- $129.00

" “‘z- T
;;é aw-e*e"m nasnag
gﬁanm' {h,

: 5 BUAGK. I]ECKER

‘ﬂ

\'lalmart wiil match any other competitors pricees!

. | Guide to Onilne Coupons

By Jill Catalido

CTW Features

Question: “I'm new to couponingt |
| can't wait to get started saving. | have
been saving my coupons from the
newspaper. Can you shara some of
the best sites for printable and elec-
" tronic coupons?”

Answer: Absolutely! Keep in mind
that some coupon sites require users
to download and install a plug-in in
order to allow the printing of coupons.

to print out coupons on your printer

and it's also the means by which the

website keeps track of print limits for

each coupon. Most coupons made

available on the Internet limit users to

just two printed coples but the num-

ber can vary. Get in the habit of revis-

iting coupon links that interest you

and try for more copies untii you re-
ceive the message that the print fimit
has been rgached.

It's a common misconception among
new coupon shoppers that they can
avoid getling a newspaper and just
print the same coupons online. This
isn'tthe case, Online sites offer differ-
ent coupons. So kesp your newspa-
per, subscription. In fact, many
Super-Coliponers get multiple copies
- avery weekl

The following four sites are my favorite
Infernet sources for coupons. They
are free and do not require registra-
tion or logging in. All of them are rep-
utable and offer coupons from many
mgi?lr manufacturers. Simply click and
prin

Coupons.com; One of the oldest print-
able coupon websites. Coupons.com
offers a wide variety of coupons for
graceries and personal care products,
SmartSource.com: The oniine coun-
terpart to the popular SmartSource
coupon Insert that appears in many
newspapers.

The plug-in is necessary if you'd like .

Super-Couponing Tips
Jilf Cataldo saves hundreds on greceries by making the most of the common coupon.
You can, too. Here's how.

RedPlum.com: Just like SmartSource,
you may also receive a RedPlum
coupon Insert in your newspaper or
mallbox each week, Check out both to
take advantage of the most savings.
CouponNetwork.com: Catalina Mar-
keting's CouponNetwork is the
newest player in the realm of online
printable sites. It's aiming to fill hiches
in printable coupon categories that
have previously not been served or
are currently underserved by other
sites.
Individua! manufacturers’ websites
often offer printable coupons, too.
Some require users to ragister before
printing coupons (Kelloggs.com; Pills-
bury.com.) Only input the amount of
personal information that you're com-
fortable with sharing.
Electronic coupons, or e-coupons,
continue to surge in popularity. These
can be loaded to vour store's loyalty
card via the store’s website. Then,
when your card is scanned at the
checkout, the coupons you loaded
come off automatically at the register.
The three largest websites for elec-
tronic coupons are:
CellFire.com: Cellfize ailows shoppers
to add electronic coupons to their
store’s loyalty card via the web or a
cell phone.
ShortCuts.com: Users.who sign up for
this free service can automatically re-
celve an e-mail after a trip to the store
detailing how much you saved and
what coupons remain on your card.
PGEsaver.com: Procter & Gamble's
electronic coupon site, which offers e-
coupons for many popular P&G
brands.
To find out if your store participates in
thege e-coupon websites, visitthe site
and check store listings. Note that if
you store participates in all three elec-
tronic coupon sltes, you can load
coupons from all of them to the same
loyalty card.

.

If your ¢

store ¢ y
doesn’'t “3E 7
partici-
pate in ¢
any  of 5
these, 7
don't fret.
Many ‘ su-
permar-
kets offer
their own electronic coupons via thelr
corporate websites. With these, note
that some of the offers may be “store
coupons,” which can be stacked with
manufacturer coupons for additional
savings, and some are selectronic
manufacturer coupons, which cannot
be. stacked with a second manufac-
turer coupon.

A common questlon I'm often asked
Is “How do | know what's on my card?"
Most electronic coupon sites offer a
‘printable shopping list so that you can
keep track. if you'd prefer to save
paper, simply log in and fook at the of-
fors before you head to {he store.
Electronic coupons have expiration
dates, just as traditional coupons do,
and you'll want to remember to use
them before they expire and disap-
pear from your card.

© CTW Features )

Jill Cataldo, a coupon workshop in-
structor, writer and mother of three,
never passes up a good deal, Learn
more about couponing at her website,
www.jillcataldo.cor. E-malil your own
couponing victories and questions 1o
jill@ctwfeatures.com,

P

Interested in this monthly feature? Call or email Ross
257-4001 ext. 4113 or rbarrett@ruidosonews.com.

101

., jewelry, watches, bracelets,
1 eanings, necklaces, and morel

Rose Furniture

1000 Suddertfy Dr, 257-3109

Atlasﬂt Glo ve (M L XL) |
Tough, flexible, textured rubber paim.
Great for working inside and out-
_doors in wet or dry conditions.

1 Great for Iawn and gar-
i1 den uses, trash, seed,
| and petfood storage.

1 32 Gallon. #404907

Push Broom

24" indoor/outdoor pushbroom.
Dual fibers to cleaning all surfaces.
54" inch handle

Mulh—season weed control fabnc »
Saves time from weeding. #405092

Miracle-Gro 5# 1 00123

U d c
!

-rif"“

Mix Potting soil 16 QT 743/707

R  Ideal for indoor and outdoor flowers s 5 4

and plants. #285341
“Model number PP025/PP036

starting system. #405102

#332903 #332904, #347503

g Broo allows yu to aslly swaep floors through-
§ out the house. Use the snap-on dust pan, 123018

7 $9.sof%

iig

By All purpose plant food, use on eta-s ’

5‘% ; eg,fqg%ers‘f roses,sfarubs and oihar 9 gg i |
3: lawn and garden plants. #285335

109’

25 c¢ motor with quiet run- § -
ning Dura Chome extended ¥
life engine. Effortless pull -

30-Count 55-Gallon True Tie trash

bag. Heavy Duty bag are thicker
and can handle all your lawn and |
garden needs. #390003

Teknor Apex Basic Garden Hose

Durable vinyl construction
- great for gardering use, stan-

Properly secure shovels, rakes, }
and other long handle tools. |
Made from heavy steel and hold §
up to 24 tools. #404921

ST AR R

RS
BT NESY

R
Ry

)

®

Bow Rake
8 | 16-Tine Bow Rakem lightweight,
i fiberglass handle, 60" #405098

LHSP Shovel
Lightweight square point, Fiberglass
+ handle, 47".#405096
LHRP Shovel

Lightweight round point, Fiberglass
handle, 60" #405097

Garden Hoe

54" Green ergonomic fiber glass handle

with 10" black grip #405099

LY
aQ
o

¢ '- :" [ ]

2.0 AMP motor, 14,000 OPM fo
fast and smiith finish sanding.
2,6 pounds. #140229

| Makita BO4556K

o

G

oz vkt

GALBRAITH

R

9 a [ [] =

R

14 water jets and the rectangle spray pat- |

o

7 A BT

10 48‘

DTUZN SPY d

Standard spray trip. Metal Body with chip *
resistent coat. 185935

2
;
X1

ey

s
Ll

53

Weathered Oak
Finish, 20"
diameter x 13" |
height. #405095 |

Q_ e
I
Ho
‘9

Bnght readable and ;
durable for indoor and;
outdoor use, #404911

by 85,000 BTU's, 8,000
r v} BTU side burner.
Steel lid with 2 burner
control. 530 total
cooking area. #404310

105,

975-378-4494
& 8ANI-2PM (Sat)

! | dard brass couplings. #117013 ; "

tern covers up to 2,250 sq ft. #403027 |}
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Ski Report

Se000sans0srt0ts0000 000000

- Ski Apache

Skl ache closed Monday,
March 21, for the season.

Results

L | Alborn to talle baseball
Am’{"g_’ﬁ?ﬁ"os‘fs Mike CURRAN sports team and offered

Sofiball meurran@ryidosonews.com knowledgeable insights
Saturday, March 19 into Ruidoso businesses
Dexter 13, Ruidoso 11 The May 10 home open- interfacing and advertising

er for the newly organized with the new team.
Sports On Tap

Baseball
Thursday, March 24
Capitan versus Lordsburg at
NMMI tournament
Friday, March 25

P born. R ¥ advertisin
Lubbock Christian at Ruidoso, : g
gp Td " And Wed- space on the
aturday, March, 26 . nesday, at 10 Jerseys of the
Lubbock Chnst|an at Ruidoso, ’ i ’
11 am,, doubleheader a.m., that’s ex, team.
Softball actly what the gv°  Outfield
Thursday, March 24 Operations Man- billboard ads

Ruidoso at Dexter tournament,
three days
Capitan at Dexter tournament

On Deck

©8s0sesnsrcentevessssanren

Ruidoso Jumur Golf
The Ruidoso Junior golf
Association in partners with
the Ruidoso Golf Teams will be -

hosting the first of six scram- | 0ary details of the upcom- baseball tournaments.
bles at Kokopelli Golf club on | ing inagarual season of the “T have my work cut out
Saturday, March 26, at  pm. | Ruidoso Osos. for me,” Waters said.

The second of the six scram-
bles will be held the following
- day, March 27, at Cree
Meadows Golf course at1p.m.
To sign up and for more info
call Melissa at Cree Meadows

at 257-5815,

WEDNESDAY; MarcH 23, 2011

Ruidoso Osos Operations
Manager Tim Waters sits
down with Mayor Ray

Ruidoso Osos of the Pecos
League of Professional

Baseball Clubs grows clos-

er. Time to meet
Mayor Ray Al- :

ager Tim Waters did.

In the relaxed atmos- !

phere of the Mayor’s office,
in the company of Ruidoso
Parks and Recreation
Supervisor Debbie Jo
Almager, Waters and
Alborn discussed prelimi-

Mayor Alborn, a former
Division 1 college football
coach (Rice University) is
more than aware of the
sponsorship needs of a

Page 1B

As of now, there is room
for- four sponsors on the
batting helmets of the
Osos, as well as
,additional

" are also available,

The Osos plan to
replace the current score-
board with a more legible
version complete with the
Osos bear logo, which could
then be utilized by RHS,
Little League and visiting

“lI need to shake the
bushes and obtain as much
sponsorship as I can for

See 0808, page 2B

MIKE CURRAN/RUIDOSO NEWS
Mayor Ray Alborn right, meets with Ruidoso Osos Operations Manager Tim Waters Wednesday.

Avrtesta downs Ruidoso

18-5 in Saturday baseball

Mixre CURRAN

meurran@ruidosonews,com

The Artesia Bulldogs
rolled into town Saturday
with an arsenal of firepow-
er, including bats and
pitching. The first inning
saw the visitors claim a 3-2
lead and continue their
offensive assault through-
out the remaining four
innings as they scored
seven unanswered runs in
the second inning, another
run in the third and six
more in the fourth. In the
top of the fifth the Bulldogs
put another runmer across
the dish. The Warriors

attempted a comeback in
the bottom of the fifth but
could only come up with
three runs.

Senior  right-hander,
Brendan Flack got the
mound assignment for the
Warriors and Ryan
Yaksich set up as his bat-
tery-mate behind the dish.

Flack, normally sharp
on the rubber, saw his
adversaries’ first-pitch hit
him with success and it
looked to some as if it could
have been a planned
aggression. Although most
of the hits were not clubbed

See RHS, page 2B

.

Warrior hardball 1\, bulldo gged in five

WIKE CURRAN/RUIDOSC NEWS

~iiE CURRANAUID0S0 REWS
Brendan Flack had an off day against Artesia Saturday.

Ruidase’s Pavid Kacena takes a high one.

" Memories are made of this, o0 ;

: ometimes, out of the blue, baseball pants exposed his I looked around the'room. boy/gurfer, wearing gray pgstal
: youS are hit vm;:h snippets of plumber’s crack for all the You could tell by the size of service shorts anq a t;ee ghirt,
| your life; good things long since  world to see as he sauntered their girth how long the cops An uneasy feelmg ¢am§ over
. forgotten remind you of how around the bases the same way  were on the job. me. The s‘elf esteem that 01;.‘:'-
" truly special you really are; he ran after perpetrators on his My waist was 3.2 mchfes . 1sl}ed dunng my tvsfo_ years o
* great memories emerge foot post. He was tagged which meant rookle: Waist size }Jemg a cop: left me; the s;cken-
from the wonders of out and we lost the 34 meant you were in your late ing feeling of being ex-commu-
chitdhood long since game, twenties, 36 waist was reserved mnicated to that lopely, desolate
past; this is not Within minutes we  for tlﬁrty—someﬂnpg ten year field returned with a i |
that story. were in the Grotto,a  veterans fmd by eighteen years  vengeance; the screaming, the
We just finished subterranean hole of  38-42 waists were the tradition- demvamng put-downs were
playing a softball a bar in South Beach  al. Over twenty years was ’44 “again working on my psyche; I
game. It was the where made men and - waist up to size 52. It didn't get wondered whether Ihad had
68th Police Precinct wannabes had exclusive  prettier then that. Irritable Bowel Syndrome back
against Brooklyn domain, except after I belhefl up to the bar to get then when I asked to go to the
South. My comrades BH‘L DEMENT “Softball Sundays” agoth%r pltgher of beer an;le féhe biﬂtﬁgoxea% Eh:v a‘;\thi’lgme
- i where legions of mid-  odor of marijuana permea an Y \
;mfxf S;l;n?:ec;? " OBSERVATIONS dle agedgsloﬁball play- my nostr{ls.. It was coming off not ﬁni.shgd ta]}nng to you,”
that they performed police ers sporting guts the cize of _the guy sitting two seats dqwn. still pointing his finger at rtnhe.
work with into baseball; donut  Fortune 500 corporations Ilooked closgr and he was a I had to see the guy Onh e
Tovin’ police officer Johnny flocked to the bar for its unusu-  tall blond haired man who stool-to face the music; to hear
Mack, his chronically too-small  ally dehcwus bar pizza's. resembled a California beach how great his damn life was
‘b = ‘{gx 3 }1\

going, to hear about his perfec-
tionist father-the “Vulture
man” of my nightmares, the ;
one I now blame for my base- i
ball induced, Babe Ruth league,
PTSD. |
The movie, “Mr. Woodeock,”
was my life story with Coach ‘
Cleidakis. He humiliated me f
even while at bat taking the ‘
bat out of my hand and egging
me on while he gave me his
rendition of Hitting 101,
Finishing a dismal sixth that
year he blamed me and several
other players while Joey
Marren and some others were
the “untouchables.”
I spent that sultry summer
picking splinters out of my butt

See DEMENT, page 2B
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Rodeo Woes: Professor seeks ways to prevent head i mjunes

KRISTINA MEDLEY .-
_For he Las Cruces Sun-News

LAS CRUCES - A New
Mexico State University
professor and athletic
trammg program director
is working to help prevent
common head injuries for
NMSU rodeo athletes,
especially those involved in
rodeo events where the
competitors can be thrown
from animals.

Mikaela Boham, NMSU
Athletic Training Educa-
tion Program director and
professor for the
Department of Human
Performance, Dance and
Recreation, said she grew
up around rodeo, and her
interest in the sport
increased while working in
the athletic training pro-
gram. '
Real-t1me concussion
analyses, which examine

;ough stock events, includ-
ing bull - riding, saddle
brone and bareback, often
take falls and experience
concussions, She wants to
analyze how the brain
trauma of a concussion
affects the athlete’s cogni-
tive skills.

“One of the reasons I
like working with this pop-
ulation is because they are
so grateful, and they have
been an ignored population

“for such a long time,” she

said. “Finding some way to
make .an impact on this
type of population is its
own reward.”

Kim O’Connell-Brock,
assistant director of the
athletic fraining program,
is also working with
Boham on the project.

The research includes
figuring out how many of
the approximately 135 col-
lege rodeo teams nation-

access to medical care. We
want to document - how
many rodeo programs actu-
ally have these services.”

NMSU is one of the few
rodeo teams to contract ser-
vices with a certified athlet-
ic trainer fo care for its par-
ticipants at no cost to the
athletes.

In the future, Boham
‘hopes to use the research to
come up with a helmet
design for redeo athletes.
Boham said there are very
few helmets on the market,
and most are not approved
for bull riding.

Also, rodeo athletes in
the rough stock events are
not required to wear a hel-
met.if they are 18 or older.

“These guys get tossed
around a lot,-and the ani-
mals are so powerful,” she
said, “So, we want to even-
tually come up with some
equipment that will help

monitor the athletes,
Boham said the study
works best with college stu-
dents, and she is grateful to
have the opportunity to

work with them. Rodeo .

athletes can compete up to
five years in the college cir-
cuit.

Many college athletes
are also in the same age
group as professional rodeo
athletes, and college ath-
letes can ride on the profes-
sional circuit at the same
time, Boham said.

“It’s a good way to estab-
lish what's going on with
college athletes and apply
it to the professional level
as well,” she said, “It’s diffi-
cult to get data on the pros
because they are so
mobile.”

Boham said because
rodeo athletes often com-
pete for money, they some-
times  compete  with

FROM PAGE 1B

this venture, |

- “Needless to say, it is
vitally. important for the
growth of the Ruidoso

‘team

+ Lodging was also a con-
‘topic  in
Wednesday’s meeting. The
Ruidoso Osos will be
responsible for the lodging
of the visiting teams as
well as the cleaning of the
visitor's uniforms.

will be comprised of 22
players 22- through 27-
years-of-age.

Four of the players will
be permitted to be over 27.
On the roster will be 12
“active” players and 10

“taxi players.” As of now

the Osos have six players
signed and are looking for

more before the May 10-

opener.

The taxi players are in
need of housing and it is to
this end the Ruidoso Osos
are looking for local host

“These players have a
dream and will be focused
on the game,” Waters said.
“We're here to win,” he reit-
erated.

The current seating
capacity at the White
Mountain Sports Complex

baseball field . is hsted at.

300. _
General admission tick-
ets will be priced at $6 and
season passes will be avail-
able for $200. Osos games
will have a 4 p.m. start.

When asked what a

“To be honest, that hasn’t
been discussed yet. We are
hoping to average 150 fans
at each home game.

“We anticipate 300-400
spectators at our home
opener (which will be the
inaugural game for the
Pecos League as a whole).”

KEDU will broadcast
that game live.

“This is not a wannabe
men’s baseball league,”
Waters said. “This is pro-
fessional baseball in
Ruidoso and that'is entic-

climate and scenery here
are an attractive element
in the scheme of things.”

The fledgling core of
Osos players are expected
to congregate here on May
7-8.

Final cuts, tryouts and
signings will take place the
day before the May 10
opener.

At this time no alcohol
will be allowed on the
premise.

“Time will be made for
kids in the community to

graphs,” Waters said. “We
want our players to mix
with the community.”

Wednesday's meeting
was summed up by Debbie
Jo Almager when she gaid,
“What we're trying to pre-
sent is a home run of fami-
ly fun for the Ruidoso
area.”

For residents who wish
to host players or for those
who wish to view the cur-
rent Ruidoso Osos schedule
go to www.ruidosoosos-
.com.

RHS

FROM PAGE 1B

with authority, many fell in
as “Texas Leaguers” and
produced runs.

The Warriors overall 3-5

record can be deceiving.
This team plays a tough
schedule, purposely.
Besides the loss to the
Bulldogs, a strong Eunice
team also narrowly downed
Ruidoso on March 12, 3-2.

The name of the game at
this point in time is to win
D4-3A, which includes
Portales and Lovington.
Hopefully, the exacting
schedule Ruidoso plays will
prove beneficial when the
Warriors travel to Portales

9508 pmzztaqz..sms
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April 16 for a two-game set.

“This is a good team,
they hit well when they
want to,” Ruidoso head
coach Gilbert Alvarado

said. “They get the bat on .

the ball. Flack had an off
day Saturday, we made

- errors and left runners

stranded. We had runners
in every inning but didn't
get them across the plate.”

The Warriors firepower

of Roswell showed.

“We get runners on base
but sometlmes can’t move
them over,” Alvarado said.
“Base lits and batting
averages don’t win games -
RBIs and runs scored do.
Most players can get a hit
with no one on.

“The biggest thing in
this game is consistency.
We have flashes of bril-
liance but haven’t put the
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the impact the concussion wide prov1de regular prevent injury and extend injuries and travel long dis-

has on the athlete, have health care services totheir the rider’s career.” tances, making them more s is Mikaela Boham, human performance professor and athlet-

been conducted in foothall athletes. Boham said the next af risk. ics trainer, stations herself next to the NMSU rodeo practice arena in-

and other sports in which ~ ‘Rodeo athletes are an step will be to collect base- ~ The research also bene-  order to collect data transmitted by remote-censors worn by rodeo

the athletes engagein high extremely = underserved line concussion analysis fits the athletes, because athletes during practice bronco rides.

impact activity. However, population as far as med- data from rough stock com- they can track their med- ’ »

very few such analyses cur- ical care,” Boham  said. petitors on the NMSU ical information online, getting the athletes quality a sport that has been over- .

rently exist for rodeo “Most other athletics teams rodeo team. Boham said. medical coverage,” she looked in the past and

sports, Boham said. on campus have athletic She will use a concus- “We want to make the said. “Hopefully this needs that medical recogni-

Athletes involved in trainers and other direct sion software system to sport safer and focus on research will shine light on  tion.”

OSOS Tentatively, the six families to accommodate breakeven attendance ing to potential players try- mingle with the players

N 4 teams in the Pecos League these athletes. would be Waters replied, ing out for the team. The and chat and get auto-

a good Lubbock Christian |

team comes to town for a 3
p-m. game Friday and a
doubleheader Saturday
staring at 11 a.m. Last sea-
son the Lubbock team was
11-0 in their district.

This. will be the last
series before the Warriors

begin D4-3A district action
in April.
“Hopefully, after 11

games the boys will be

is a proven fact as the whole puzzle together yet.” ready for district. They will
March 15, 18-8, victory The Warriors will have have to make sure they
over Socorro attests, and another chance to fine-tune compete in every game
the March 19, 18-5, defeat their game this weekend as  from here on out.”
DEMENT sz
“We played on Chase “Dad was an engineer,
FROM PAGE 1B Manhattan in Babe Ruth  my older brother is a doc-
league,” I said. tor, my sister is an archi-
from being on the bench. “Wow, that’s going way  tect, and I hear my little
I played first base back. Iremember you. brother is going to be a
when his son was pitching  You had some great hits Vet.”
and when he was not . but sometimes you struck “How is your dad
pitching he took first hase  out” he said. doing?” 1 said.
and I was relegated to “Your father hated me.” “T left home after lngh
right field, “He hated me, too. No  school. I was the black

On one occasion the
coach came out to right
field and took my glove
from me and I had to fol-
low him into the dugout
after dropping a routme
fly ball.

That never happened
again after my father had
“a talking to him” at the
end of the game but the
damage was already done.

“So Greg, how are you
doing?” I said as the guy
swiveled his stool towards
my direction as I sat next
to him,

“Do I know you?” he

Ry ‘Q&Wf@ ARSI

[ae} g_/]) (AT of 7P

one was ever good enough.
I led the league i home
runs and in complete
games but my father
always reminded me I was
the leader in strikeouts
when I hit, and lost games
when I pitched.”

“Did you play college

- baseball?””

“No. I never went to col-
lege. I played one more
year after you left the
team. It was horrible.
Three kids quit mid-sea-
son because of my dad.”

“Wasn't everyone in

* your family professionals?”

sheep of the family, My
father played one sibling
against the other.

“I became a postal
worker and I just smoke
1y pot and go home to my
wife, my one year old and
my dog.

“My older brother told
me last year my dad has
cancer. I don’t intend to
see him,”

I did a lot of thinking
that night.

Meeting with Greg was
cathartic, The demons of
my youth were finally
gone.
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MIKE CURRAN/RUIDOSO NEWS

Freshman Amanda Bryant fouls one off against Capitan.

MIKE CUHRANIRUIDDSO NEWS

WG CORRFTDOSO RN e R ARUOOS RS
N . . ) ) . Nataiie Barnwell watches a high ball -
Ruidose’s Brandi Guevera wins against Capitan March 15, Maribel Villegas tracks the ball with her head. bieheader at Ruidoso. o al go by fnhe erch 15 dou

SIS

e - IKE CURRAN/RUIDOSO NEWS
MIKE CURRAN/RUIDOSO NEWS  Destri Vincent goes for a low strike in the March 15 doublehead-

Sidni Hughes fires a strike for the Lady Tigers in Capitan’s first Capitan’s Sidni Hughes (right) pulls into third safely as Ruidoso’s  er. Ruidoso won the first game, 12-11, while Capitan took the sec-
game of a twinbill agalnst Ruidoso March 15. Marissa Gonzales keeps theaction on the field in frontof her. ond contest, 27-4.

| Swae THEGARE |
B oo HumANE SOCIETY SHELTER
00 o W A M 222 Gavian Bmwuu
< > Adoption Special “L O sy AW 2578881
Adoption Fees Cats & Kittens - 2 for $40 or 1 for $25 Dogs $50 adoptNMpet. comlaﬂnmmns:gfff'

Opex For Anorrions Mow, Tues, Tuun, Fai
Sar 11-2 - Grosen WEn&Suu

vt
‘ Mail donations/
memorials to: _
Humane Society, ;
' i you e ooking ar an affeotinste, oving, easy gl P.O. Box 2832, ‘3
g thsold. Hewelah 40 oumis [oves play- you are loo mq or an & eof oate, loving, easy golng : ’J
fﬁ? v%ﬁ?ltoc{m}'ad?gu;ls tm am‘sh?eﬂo and agreal ssveethean nnxh ¢at..look no further! Neshitt is a wonderful cat, about 9 years RLIIdOSO, NM 88355
is & boxer mixwith Vﬁl’Y handsome warkings. Hels already old. Helsvery apry and outgolng. We would really liketo flird a D
'@f?}d awd current onall his v:l;\ce[lna'g‘lom now all he needs lsa carlng, compasslonate howe for Nesbitt soon, so please conslder
(_\)/ perancit, loving home. resculing this guy who happeus to be "ln his priwe:Nesbit quali- /f\\
- \ SPONSORED BY fles for our semlor avlal discount, Hisadoption feels #2500, (O . )
\ ‘ SPONSORED BY k / //

o BLHDQ&QME% LINDA LUCKE INTERIORS, LLC 575-258-5881

Isa Verv spunky qlrl about 6
months old. She loves to play and
rowap with anything and everyone.

All she needs vow [s the perfeot

lsa prett salld gra ea aot ‘ ls a tall, slender oat with
wonths old. She s long halred and has { | short black fur. Sheisa young
bright yaliow eyes. Tally Is very adult, probably around 12

g » w .l R | ; Ny

1§ a vary handsome Boxer wix,about 3 | | 18 sweet, teid Cor wix, Shewlll | lisa vnlque looking dog, we think ks

ears i Halsbrindls g wm,{“ in 11 kely bond very quleklywith | |Isa corgl/heeler vlx, and also has
color, very well behaved, does wellwi someone and make avery loyal v hale. Hio welahs about 33

°E§‘,"5§§Jﬁ.§$.’83':“&%&3‘;"&3&{#:‘ 50" | | coupanlon, Leslle s young, under pounds and is an aduft, friendly and outgolng, She loves o be ye(?;' :s";‘:,e aﬂ'ﬁ‘#gf’?ﬁ:ﬂﬁ:‘d hote,
pounds. a year, and welghs Just over 40 SPONSORID BY brushed and pet. aund Klitens, S y
) (’) SPONSORED BY pounds, MARY BETH FOWLER X f\ f"/) SPONSORED BY JoANIE Ho @ @
{ L/ < PAT BREIDING SPONSORED BY {: }7,\\, v sg,,g?g,, oy @ f
EARL & JEAN GREMILLION A~ IKE CHUSTER g
% \ o J o \ ‘%‘5“ HATURALGAS COMPARY PROPERTIES 575-257-4345 ';
A\ L .y 7 3 I
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n email sent to Valle
‘del Sol Golf Course
ass holders and

customers on Saturday,
March 19, from the course’s
managing company made
claims of a business

takeover by owners and °
representatives of New:

Mexico Ranch Sales.
The email came from
Quality Golf Management

owners Dan Garnér and -

Alina Acebo in which they
accused New Mexico Ranch
Sales of illegally breaking
into the Valle del Sol Golf
Course clubhouse changing
the locks there'as well as on
the maintenance building
and pump houses.

“We had to-go back and
change the locks to our own
business,” the email said.

Garner said by phone on
Monday, “We are seeking
legal action as we believe
New Mexico Ranch Sales
has also committed a crim-
inal act by breaking into
and stealing our property.”

New Mexico Ranch
Sales representative Dan
Dattola said, “Gardner did
not live up to the lease we
had with him for the golf
course. They haven't paid
the power bill, the water

bill, the gas bill, or the fer-
tilizer hill. All the utilities
were shut off.

“They had a bunch of
equipment over there that

‘the ‘company had to come

and get. We were con-
cerned that there could be
additional damage to the
inside of the building so we
decided to change the locks
on the building.”

As of March 21, New
Mexico Ranch Sales’ locks
remained on the clubhouse
and exterior buildings and
had not been changed back
by Quality Golf as indicat-
ed by Garner.

“We wanted these peo-
ple to be successful,” said
Dattola. “We handed them
a business, all set up and
ready. We showed them
that the income and ex-
pense barely met each
other but also said, ‘We
aren’t in the golf course
business.’

“They told us that was
where they’d shine, in pro-
moting and making the
business successful. But
when it got to the point
that bills weren’t being

Capitan Chamber closes the door

JULIE CARTER
jearter@ruidosonews.com

The Capitan Chamber of
Commerce has officially
disbanded.

The final vote to close
the doors and shut down
the Chamber came in a
special meeting held March
18.

According to sources, the
membership of the cham-
ber, at one time more than
100, had dwindled to 37.

paid and the creditors were
calling us, we decided we
had to step in.”

New Mexico Ranch
Sales owns the golf course
business that occupies land
owned by the Town of
Carrizozo. They have a 10-
year lease with the Town
for “the golf course.
Originally New Mexico
Ranch Sales operated the
course until, with permis-
sion from the Town of
Carrizozo, they assigned
the lease to Quality Golf

Management on April 1,

2010.

Dattola said there was
no “preak-<in” at the club-
house. “We had access to a
set of keys. We were con-
cerned about the possibility
.of broken pipes. There has
been no one around all win-
ter. We have $900,000
invested in the golf course
and buildings; we don’t
want to lose that.”

The Town of Carrizozo
verified that on Jan. 11, the
water had been shut off to
the course for non-payment
of an outstanding water
bill of $2,361.92.

According to Dattola,
the electricity account to
the course was in his name
personally, and due to
Quality Golf Manage-
ment’s lack of payment, the
power was shut off. He has

The Capitan Chamber of
Commerce participates in
and hosts a number of
annual events in Capitan
that will be at risk unless
another group takes them
over.

The biggest and most
notable of those is the
Capitan Fourth of July
Smokey Bear Parade.

“Lack of support,” was
the only reason given for
closing down the chamber.

Chamber President Lee
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since paid what he said was
a $7,000 bill to Otero
Electric to have the power
reinstated: so he could turn
pumps on and water the
course.

Last week the pond was
filled and the sprinklers
ran on part of the course for
the first time since the
course shut down for win-
ter. .

Garner blames New
Mexico Ranch Sales for his
financial hardships at the
course.

- “We were promised a
social membership fee on
every lot sold at Valle del
Sol, that we did not get.
There is $25,000 we feel we
had coming and didn’t
receive, according a news-
paper article quoting Leon
Ivie [New Mexico Land and
Ranches]as to the number
of lots sold,” Garner said.

Dattola said the social
membership fees are of-
fered to the land pur-
chasers. “But we can'’t
make them take them,” he
said, “Some people don’t
golf, aren’t interested in
having a golf membership.”
He pointed out the lease
agreement says Quality
Golf would “receive a pro-
rated amount of any Social
Membership fees collect-
ed")

On Feb. 28, a judgment

Arnone expressed his grati-
tude to the people of Cap-
itan and his sorrow for the
situation,

“T am so thankful to the

many that .worked hard .

and helped the Chamber.
Pm sorry for the people of
Capitan that is losing their
Chamber of Commerce. It
really is a shame.”

Recent membership ap-

plications and checks were

returned as part of the offi-
cial closing of the entity.

§
Valie del So! Golf Course in Carrizozo opened for business in 2007.

for $8,430.24 against
Quality Golf Management,
Dan Garner and Alina
Acebo was issued by
Carrizozo Magistrate
Judge Martha Proctor.

The complaint was filed
by Golf Enviro Systems,
Inc., for non-payment of
fertilizer delivered to the
golf course last fali.

New Mexico Ranch
Sales and the Town of
Carrizozo were originally
named as defendants but
later dismissed from the
suit.

A subsequent civil com-
plaint has been filed in
Carrizozo Magistrate Court
against Dan Garner by
Thomas Ward for $9,940
worth of hand tools.

Garner said in the
March 21 phone conversa-
tion with Ruidoso News
that Quality Golf Manage-
ment had every intention of
opening the course.

A notice posted on the
Valle del Sol Golf Course
website announces an April
1 opening for the golf
course and the grill.

Even with looming costs
of unpaid utilities, equip-

Carrizozo hires new police chief”

Jurie CARTER
jearter@ruidosonews.com

A three-month search
for a new chief of police for
Carrizozo is officially over,

Mayor Mike Petty rec-
ommended his selection for
the position at the March
21 Town of Carrizozo meet-
ing of the Board of Trus-
fees,

John Parker was unani-
mously accepted by the
Carrizozo trustees and will

ment in the clubhouse and
on the course, greens care
and watering, Garner
insisted it could be done.
Garner’s email alleged
that the Carrizozo town
attorney, JulicAnne Leo-
nard, had “made it clear
that we are not in default of
the lease with the city.”

While their lease assign-

ment is not from the Town
of Carrizozo, but from New
Mexico - Ranch  Sales,
Leonard did have this to
say, “For the record, in my
conversations with Quality
Golf Management, LLC
owners Dan Garner, and
Alina Acebo, I did not
absolve them of any wrong-
doing. At this time, the
Town has no statement
regarding the lease of the
golf course,”

In the closing of his

‘emajl, Garner asked for the

support of the members
and customers by “not sup-
porting New Mexico Ranch
Sales and patronizing Valle
del Sol during their iliegal
possession of our business.”

“It’s been a struggle,” he
said by phone from Arizona
where he said he is opening

begin the job on March 29.

Parker was not present
at the meeting.

Mayor Petty said Parker
has 30 years of experience
in enforcement, with a
Bachelor and Master’s
degree in Criminal Justice.
“He has served as a chief of
police twice in Alaska and
one time in Utah,” Petty
stated.

Parker is currently list-
ed at the interim chief of
police in Dillingham, Alas-

FILE PHOTOS

another course.

“We were given bogus :
financial numbers at the =
onset of this lease at Valle -

del Sol. We are seekmg
legal counsel to reclaim our =
business.

“However, we are ready
to show up and open the
doors, Opening up in two
weeks is not a big deal. The
staff is ready to be in place. <
We will try to come back,
try to get it open.”

Alan Morel, legal repre--
sentation for New Mexico
Ranch Sales and Dattola
said, “What I can tell 'you at
this time is Quality Golf =
Management is in default.
No question about it.”

A civil suit against
Quality Golf Management
for defanlt on the lease is in
the works, Dattola said.

“In the meantime,” we
are working on getting
wells checked so we can
water the course. Welll
have to re-equip the club-
house and get the equip-
ment back in place for the
outside.

“It'll take some time, but
we will get the course open
as soon as possible.”
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ka. Petty said that Parker :
is eligible for certification |

by waiver, and has one year
to secure it.

Parker will be the sev- ,
enth chief of police to serve

Carrlzozo in the past six -

years.
The position has been
vacant since the remgna—
tion of Rachel Weiser in
early January.

The department cur-
rently has only one part-
time officer.

First Friday

The Capitan PUblic
Library presgents “Astron-
omy for the Novice” at the
April 1, First Friday event
at the library.

Join in for a trip through
the universe with astron-

omer Eric Ehrich, of Loma
Grande Observatories.
Ehrich is a Nogal resi-
dent with his own observa-
tory. Come enjoy the fun at
the library on April 1, (no
joke), 101 E. 2nd St, in
Capitan at 7 p.m.
Refreshments will be

served following the event,
For more information,
call 354-3055.

Spring Dance

A Spring Fling Dance, a
fundraiser for and spon-
sored by the Rockin’ H 4-H

will be held, Thursday,
March 24, at the Lincoln
County Fairgrounds, 7 p.m.
until midnight,

Cost is $5/person and all
kinds of music will be
played.

Pass the word and come
celebrate spring.

t]

‘11
o~
"

“‘

uﬂ
a‘%

[CENTS. 3T TS TT (N33 1 1431 3.3 SUUUNNOTUNUUEENNE T

i

-




GuplR 080l lidlllacailcanme—mla=AERR

COUNTY NEWS

Fourth Grad
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The Carrizozo Soil & Water Conservation board presented each of the Carrizozo fourth grades with two
trees to plant. Steve Harkey, secretary/ireasure of Carrizozo Soil & Water Conservation Board and Barbie
Roper, program director, (far left) passed the trees and laminated certificates to the students declaring
them “Fourth Grade Foresters.” The tree event was in honor of Arbor Day.

JuLie CARTER

jearter@ruido. com

FA judging teams
Ffrom Carrizozo and

Capitan FFA Chap-
ters competed at two invi-
tational Career Develop-
ment events last week.

Teams traveled to Las
Cruces on March 12 and to
Portales ENMU on March
15-16.

No county teams com-
peted at the Quemado CDE
on March 19.

Teams will fravel next
to Roswell CDE on March
26, finishing the calendar
of CDEs for the spring.

The New Mexico State
contest is next on the list
and is scheduled for March
29-April 1 in Las Cruces.

Results from the two

events attended are:

Las Cruces ~ March 12

Ag Mechanics (38
teams) .

7. Capitan: Walker
Bymoen, Sam Edington,
Justin Owen, Layne
Southard;

25: Carrizozo: Wade
Sultemeier, Casey Vega,
Don Myers;

Individual: 12. Layne
Southard;

S
¥
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3
S
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' 3

Entomology (15
teams)

15. Carrizozo: Miccah
Hamilton

Horse (37 teams)

10: Carrizozo #1:
Cirsten Barela, Sarah
Ferguson, Tiffany Vega,
Marshal Wilson; 24.
Carrizozo #2: Shayna
Gallacher, Arturo Najera;
ISR 32: Capitan: Lane Carter;
. COURTESY
The Village of Corona Public Library (VOCPL) and the Corona Public School elementary students
recently participated in writing projects for World Literacy Day, March 3. Stqdents wrote and illustrated
books and made posters from research projects then invited friends and family to the school to see their
work. The Village of Corona Public Library supported the students' Literacy Day projects by presenting
sach student author with a pencil, a bookmark, and a book bag. VOGPL is now hosting a display of the
students" projects in the Library, titled "Gorona’s Future Authors.” The books and posters will be on dis-
play in the library through the month of April. The VOCPL staff invites the community, parents and
friends to visit the library, see the display and read the books and posters. VOCPL is located on Main
Sireet in Corona, directly behind the Village Hall. Call the Library at 575-849-6513 for more information
and operating hours. Top photo: Kindergarten - third graders show off their Literacy Day projects at the
Corona Public Library. Second photo through 4th photo are grades four, five and six, respectively.
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Visitation orMygaritai‘Maggfe + G, Rankin, 94 of Ruidosp, was from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM até
8 LaGrote Funeral Chapel on Monday March 21, 2011, A Prayer Vigil followed by a Rosary «
& was field at G:00.FM on Mo lic Chus ; 1 ,
N held at 10:00 AM on Tuesday March 22, 2011 with Rev. Al Galvan as Celebrant. Burial will
& follow mass at Forest Lawn Cemetery with Shawn Rankin, Michael Rankin, Keegan Denny,
 Jaitles Chad Gregn, Vincent Rankin, Bruce Rankin, Alfonzo, Rankin and:Dianna Sedillo as ~
E ‘Pailbearess. Maggie was born on April 24, 1916 in Mesilla Pack; NM to ﬁ]ose and Dolores A, *
Rae.  (Arntendarez) Garreon and passed away on March 18, 2011 at ter fiome in Ruidoso.

8 \tagolc moved to Ruldoso in 1563 from Magdalena, NM, Maggie had the biggest heart and !
Pliex home was always open to everyone, She loved to cook and there was always food on the
B¢ iable for anyone.who visited, She wis loved by all, She was a very godly petson and hier
B4/ greatest joy was faking care of her family, She was a longtime member of St. Eleanor’s.

! Catholic Churéh, Maggic is survived by her sons, Edward Rankdn, Jim Rankin, Bill Ra
Robert Rankin, Jack Rankin, a daughter, Jodle McPherson and a sister, Andeéa Orranti

She is also susvived by 21 Grandchildren, 39 Great Grandchildren and 11 Great-Great
b Grandchildren. Algg surviving her, are numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and many

‘ % frlends who will gready iiss her.

paei’;  Condolences fnay be made at wivw. Jagroneruidoso.com
8. )

13
}

- Chalie was o life time re

.in Texas. Ho foved the:dang
Charlie met Lyndsey.
~and LyriteLaCoe bot
iChirles is suryived by his v
*his mother Mty Pentinglon of
’ ister Rond

church. lnliew 0

e

Charlie wm.kcfd off andon with s futher, for All Avrerican Moviing

y sisters Angelica and Gabby Brou
family members and friends and e wi

wilt be held Satorday Mareh 26, 2071 al-11:00 v in-the First Bap
Downs, 1M A pot luck dinner will b held following the

Individual; 16. Arturo
Najera;

Horticulture Produce
(27 teams)

15. Carrizozo #1: Jade
Roper, Jacie Thornton,
Tiffany Vega; 17. Carrizozo
#2: Tyrrell Bavela, Emily
Comstock, Dillion Najar,
Joshua Ventura;

Livestock (22 teams)

7. Carrizozo: Kristie
Gallacher, Shayna Gal-
lacher, Arturo Najera,
Marshal Wilson;

12: Capitan: Lane
Carter, Forrest Sweat,
Kirsten Wilson;

Individual: 15. Arturo
Najera; 16. Marshal
Wilson;

Meats (20 teams)

4, Carrizozo #1: Cirsten
Barela, Sarah Ferguson,
Shayna Gallacher, Mason
Huston; 20. Carrizozo #2:
Jacie Thornton;

Individual: 10. Shayna
Gallacher; 16. Mason
Huston; 20. Sarah
Ferguson;

Wildlife (43 teams)

11. Capitan #1: Walker
Bymoen, Layne Southard,
Kaydn Traylor, J’Nae
Wood;

32. Capitan #2: Sam
Edington, Justin Owen;

Wool (19 teams)

2. Capitan: Forrest
Sweat, Kirsten Wilson,
J'Nae Wood,;

Individual: 3. JNae
Wood; 4. Kirsten Wilson;

Portales March 15-16

Ag Mechanics (29
teams)
8. Capitan: Walker

Carrizozo and Capitan
FFA teams on the move

Bymoen, Sam Edington, '
Justin Owen, Layne
Southard;

Individual: 20. Layne
Southard; . .

Entomology (31
teams)

26. Carrizozo: Wade
Sultemeier;

Horse (43 teams)

15, Capitan: Lane
Carter, Kaleb Cleckler,
Bryanna Parker, Kaydn
Traylor;

20. Carrizozo #1:
Cirsten Barela, Sarah
Ferguson, Shayna

Gallacher, Tiffany Vega;
_ 37. Carrizozo #2:
Marshal Wilson .
Individual: 5. Marshal
Wilson

Livestock (19 teams)

10. Capitan: Lane
Carter, Kaleb Cleckler,
Forrest Sweat, Kirsten
Wilson;

Individuals: 15. Kirsten
Wilson

Meats (20 teams)
19: Carrizozo: Jacie
Thornton;

wildlife (42 Teams)

8. Capitan #1: Walker
Bymoen, Layne Southard,
Kaydn Traylor, J'Nae
Wood;

35. Capitan #2: Wade
Stearns;

Wool (22 teams)

4. Bryanna Parker,
Forrest Sweat, Kirsten
Wilson, JNae Wood;

Individual: 6. Kirsten
Wilson; 12. ’Nae Wood;
19. Forrest Sweat;
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March 7

1:51 p.m. - An employee
of PNM came to the
Ruidoso Police Department
to report harassment.

Corporal Mike Weaver

reported the man was read-
ing electric meters at a
house in the 100 block of
Lower Terrace when two
men approached him and
asked what he was doing.
One of the men reportedly
started to strike the man,
but the other pulled him
away. One of the assailants
was described as a slim,
Hispanic, approximately
17-years old.

Weaver reported talking
to the resident of the home,
who said there was no one
at home at that time. .

2:23 p.m, - Officer Larry
Smith  responded to
Lawrence Brothers IGA for
a report of a shoplifting of
alcohol.

Smith reports reviewing
the surveillance tape and
observing two men put bot-

tles of alcohal in their jack- .

ets. At the front of the
store, Smith reports ob-
serving an employee push
the shoulder of one of the
men, dislodging two bottles
of alcohol, which fell to the
floor and .broke. The two
men fled.

Smith reported being
able to identify the two
men as Andrew Salas, 22,
of Ruidoso Downs, and Luis
McCallister, 22, of Ruideso.

Corporal Aaron Frost
located Salas in the 700
block of Sudderth and
stopped him. Smith report-
ed that Salas admitted try-
ing to shoplift the alcohol.
Smith also reported finding
a glass pipe on Salas.

Smith arrested Salas for
shoplifting and possession
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of drug paraphernalia.

Smith also obtained an
arrest warrant for McCal-
lister for shoplifting.

March 8

1:42 p.m. - Officer Till-
man Freeman responded to
the 200 block of Crown
Drive for a report of an auto
burglary.

The victim reported
locking her car the previous
evening and finding it
unlocked the next morning,

The victim reported a
Dora comforter, 20 CDs, a
brown purse, a silver cos-
metics bag, a blue MP3
player and prescription
Effexor and Hydrocodone
medicine missing.

Freeman reported the
vehicle was undamaged
and there was no sign of
forced entry.

3:55 . pm. Corporal
Aaron Frost and officer
Larry Smith responded toa
911 call in the 100 block of
Meander Drive.

Frost reports that when
he ‘arrived, John C. Lopez,
40, was sitting on the front
step and appeared to be
intoxicated.

Frost reported that
Lopez’s girlfriend wanted
him out of the house
because he had been drink-
ing. Smith . reportedly es-
corted Lopez to the door to
talk to the woman. Lopez
reportedly became loud and -
vulgar.

When Frost and Smith
tried to get Lopez to stop
the vulgar language be-
cause of the children, Lopez
reportedly poked his finger
in Frost’s face, Frost report-
edly deflected the finger
and told Lopez to calm
down. Lopez then reported-
ly cursed Smith and resist-

Nillie Woods, President
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Ruidoso, NM 88355
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ed the officers as they tried
to move him away from the
door and find him a place to
stay for the night.

Frost arrested Lopez on
a charge of resisting, evad-
ing or obstructing an offi-
cer. Lopez’s bond was set at
$1,000, which he could not
post. He was transported to
Lincoln County Detention

- Center,

| Military Appreciation Weekend (MAW)
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7:51 p.m. - Officer Larry
Smith responded to the 100
block of Roswell Street for a
report of a violent domestic.

" Smith reported that
when he arrived, Tasha
Russell, 31, approached his
vehicle, slurring her words
and reportedly ‘told him
that she had been fixing
dinner for her father and
son and drinking wine, She
allegedly said she got mad
because they did not want
to eat what she prepared.

Smith reported Russell’s
father said he didn’t want
to eat the same thing for
dinner four days in a row.
The father reportedly said
Russell choked him while
he was sitting in his chair,
tried to find his medication
to dispose of it and accosted
him in the laundry room,
tearing his shirt.

The son reportedly said
Russell sprayed him in the
face with compressed air,
but did not hurt him.

Smith arrested Russell
on a charge of battery on a
household member. He
reported her blood alcohol

tested at .12, Her bond was
set at $2,000, which she
posted and was released to
a friend.

March 9

8:46 p.m. - Officer- Chris
Bryant responded to the
200 block of Main Road for

it witness to
AW, the VOR

a report of a larceny.

The victims reported
going to dinner and return-
ing to find their door
locked, but when they
entered their room, it was
in disarray and ecamera
equipment and computers
were missing.

Bryant reported there
was no sign of forced entry.

The victims reportedly
said the value of the cam-
eras and computers taken
was $50,000.

March 10

5:43 p.m. - Animal Con-
trol officers Chris Kis-

enberg and Robert Simp-.

son responded to Kirkman
and Heath for a report of
dogs running loose.

Eisenberg reported
securing the black and
white Pit Bull and black
Scottish Terrier and trans-
porting them to the Hu-
mane Somety

Eisenberg reports he
had dealt with the Pit Bull
previously and knew the
owner. After securing the
dogs, Eisenberg located the
owner and cited Orlando
Enos, 24, for dog running
loose.

March 11

7:50 a.m. - Officer Eric
Ament responded to the
100 block of Davis for a
report of a stolen trailer.

The victim reported a
13-foot tandem frailer had
been stolen from his drive-
way overnight,

The victim reported
finding a knife that did not
belong to him in the drive-
way.

8:29 a.m. - Officer Tyrel
Tyson responded to a
report of a burglary at

Ruidoso Car Wash.

The coin machines on
three vacuums were report-
edly broken and the coins
stolen,

The victim reported the
cost of repairs and stolen
coins estimated to be less
than $150. The coin boxes
had been recently emptied.

March 12

12:12 am. - Officer
James Urban responded to
the 600 block of Sudderth
Drive to assist officer Steve
Corbin with a traffic stop.

Urban reports makmg
contact with a passenger in

341 Sudderth Dr.
Ruldoso
' 575-257-7303

Served Daily
Tuesday - Friday

Ruidoso, NM .

Open Tuesday
thru Sunday
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Starting at S 4
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and P IZZA at
« Michelena's

Italian Restaurant
Casual Family Dining
Open for Lunch & Dinner

2703 sudderth Dr.

the car and observing that
he had a beer in his hand.
The passenger admitted
being 20-years old.

Urban cited Jose Cruz
Tellez Morales, of Las
Cruces, for being a minor in
possession of alcohol and
open container.,

The beer was reportedly

half full.

1:45 a.m, Sergeant Dale
Harrison and officer James
Urban responded to a
report of a domestic inei-
dent in the 100 block of
Roswell Street.

Harrison reports finding
a male sitting on the couch
and when Urban asked
him to go outside to talk to
Harrison, discovering two
glass pipes he had been sit-
ting on.

Harrison reports the
man said he had lost his
wallet and identified him-
self as “Brian Lopez.” The
man provided a date of
birth. Harrison said dis-
patch advised there was no
“Brian Lopez” with that
date of birth.

Harrison  reportedly
then asked for the man’s
social security number.
Dispatch then advised that
the social security number
belongs to Brandon - T.
McMaster, 21, and the
birthday matched Me-
Master.

Harrison reported that
when McMaster heard the
radio regponse he admitted
that was his name,

Harrison arrested Me-
Master on a warrant and
for concealing his identity.

At the direction of Adult
Parole and Probation,
Corbin arrested Christian
Bustillos, 22,

McMaster and Bustillos
were held on no bond war-
rants and transported to
Lincoln County Detention
Center.

3:56 a.m. - Sergeant
Dale Harrison and officer
James Urban responded to
the 200 block of Lower
Terrace for a report of a
domestic disturbance.

Harrison reports the
argument was verbal only.

However, in speaking
with Denny Lee Ward, 44,
Urban found that he was
on probation and had been

drinking, “in my own resi- -

dence,” according to Ward.

Harrison called Magis-
trate Judge Lorena LaMay.
LaMay ordered Ward
arrested for a probation

Since 1988,
Danny & Shauna
Sisson have

™ faithfully served

- ALL the families
of Ruidoso and
the Lincoln
County area.
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www.lagroneruidogo.com
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www.michelenas-ruidoso.com
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violation and held on a no

bond warrant.
11:28 p.m. - Sergeant
Dale Harrison responded to

the 100 block of FKigh
Street in reference to a call
from a woman reporting
her boyfriend was threat-
ening suicide.

Harrison reports an
NCIC check on the boy-
friend showed that he was
listed as a “missing, endan-
gered  person”  from
Georgia.

Harrison reported call-
ing official in Georgia, who
asked that the man be held
until 8 am. Harrison
reportedly told them the
man was an adult, not in
any danger and there was
no warrant, so he could not
be held.

Harrison reported the
listing from Georgia possi-
bly resulted from a civil
issue between the man and
an ex-girlfriend. :

March 13

12:18 am. - Sergeant.
Dale Harrison reported
finding mail strewm in the
roadway in the 100 and 200
blocks of Sunny Slope.

Harrison reported some
of the mail was open, some
unopened.

While talking to resi-
dents in the area, returning
their mail and telling them
to watch for signs of fraud,
Harrison reported finding
damage to one home in the

.area. There was a small

hole in the garage door and
two of the walkway lights
were damaged.

March 14

11:24 am. -  Officer
Tillman Freeman respond-
ed to the 300 block of
Resort Drive for a report of
criminal damage to proper-
ty. - ,

Freeman reported the
owner said someone had
removed a door vent..

The home owner report-
edly said it would cost
about $10 to replace the
vent and he just wanted
extra police patrols in the
area.

March 15

7:36 a.m. - Corporal
Aaron Frost responded to
the 100 block of Raymond
Buckner for a report of

criminal damage to proper-

ty.

Frost reports a wooden -
bear, valued at $100, was -
missing and a window, val-
ued at $75 was broken.
Nothing was reportedly .

taken from the home.
4:38 p.m. - Officer Larry

Smith responded to the .,
Police Department to take .

areport of criminal damage :
to property.
A woman reported

someone had damaged her

car, scratching the hood,

roof and passenger side
door and breaking the
windshield, while it was
parked in the 200 block of
Upper Terrace.

She reported there were

kids playing around the -

car, but wasn’t sure if they
caused the damage.

March 16

1:44 pm. - Officer ‘I‘yrellb :

Tyson took a report of iden-
tity theft..

Tyson reports the vietim:
said she had received a call
from Ler CPA, who said -

that her income taxes were.
listed as already filed.

' The victim said she
found out that a tax refund

check for $2,982 had been

deposited in a Salt Lake
City, Utah bank,

Compiled by Harold
Oakes

-

i

N .

L

WED]

F——

from

men
hav{
worl
kepi
yeay

greg
wor

etr

31!

ret

sel
10




POLICE & COURTS

| WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2011 Ruiposo NEws © Pace 7B

IR

HAROLD QAKES
hoakes@yid; 5.com

Ruidoso’s newest police
officer is a 20-year veteran
of police work.

Curtis Rodgers started
his training at the Ruidoso
Police Department Mon-
day, coming to Ruidoso
from the Lovington, New
Mexico Police Department.

“I heard a lot of good
things about this depart-
ment,” Rodgers said. “I
have a good friend that
works here and we have
kept in contact over the
years. The scenery is beau-
tiful and it seems like a
great group of people to
work with up here.”

Rodgers was an officer
with the Lovington PD for

Assault deal

"~ Christopher Ogletree,
24, appeared in court Jan.
31 for a change of plea and
sentencing,

- Ogletree pleaded no con-
test to a.charge of aggra-
vated assault under a plea
and disposition agreement
reached by Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Joanna Zim-
merman and defense attor-
ney Octavio L. Sanchez.

Under the agreement,
the State  dismissed
charges of 1st degree kid-
napping and Judge Karen
Parsons sentenced Ogle-
tree to 18 months proba-
tion, with the sentence
deferred.

A Grand Jury indicted
Ogletree on charges of kid-
napping and criminal sexu-
al penetration from a June
27, 2009 incident.

The criminal sexual pen-
etration charge was dis-
missed in January 2010,

Sent to priéon

Daniel Perea Rodriguez,
31, appeared in court Jan.
31 for a probation revoca-
tion hearing.

Judge Karen Parsons
revoked Rodriguez’s proba-
tion and ordered him to
serve the remainder of his
10-year prison sentence.

- Rodriguez had been con-

over 15 years and spent
five years with the Portales
Police Department prior to
that,

“We like to hire the best
and Curtis rose to the top
during the application pro-
cess,” Ruidoso Police Lieu-
tenant Ray Merritt said,

 “Curtis was one of many
applicants We heard noth-
ing but great things about
him,”

The apphcatmn process
includes an extensive back-
ground check,

Merritt said Rodgers
knowledge of New Mexico
state laws is a big advan-
tage.

"“He is just going to have
to pick up on some of our
local laws, but they are
going to be very similar to

~ New officer not new

the laws he is used to work-
ing with,” Merritt said.

“Another reason he is a
good hire for us is because
we don’t have to spend a lot
of money training him or
sending him to a waiver
academy,” Merritt said.
“He is ready to go after
about a month of field
training.”

Merritt said hiring
Rodgers brings the Police
Department close to full
strength.

“We still have two posi-
tions that need to be filled
and we are currently in the
process of getting our re-
quest approved to fill one of
those positions,” Merritt
said. “The other one has
been frozen by the Village
for budgetary reasons.”

victed of abuse of a child
and two counts criminal
sexual penetration in 2004,

Adult Parole and Pro-
bation officer Angela Mint-
er filed a parole violation on
Rodriguez for having con-
tact with minors and fail-
ing to attend sex offender
counseling. Minter report-

“ed that Alamogordo police

reported seeing Rodriguez
leave a house and get in a
car with a 17-year old girl.

DWI deal

Ronny Joe Trull, 46,
appeared in court Feb. 4
and pleaded no contest to
driving while intoxicated
(1st offense) under a plea
and disposition agreement
reached by Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney John Bernitz

and defense attorney J.

Robert Beauvais.

Under the agreement,
the  State  dismissed
charges of driver must be
licensed and careless dri-
ving and Judge Karen
Parsons sentenced Trull to
one day in jail, time served,
six months probation and
24-hours of community ser-
vice. Parsons also ordered
Trull to pay $231 in man-
datory fines.

New Mexico State Police
officer Don Gwynn arrested
Trull Feb. 10, 2010 after
reportedly observing Trull

driving on Mechem Drive
in Ruidoso with chains on
his vehicle, going 10 miles
an hour over the speed
limit, swerving and throw-
ing sparks from the chains.

Guilty on appeal

District Court dJudge
Karen Parsons found
Jacobo Sanchez guilty of
purchase or use of a license,
certificate or permit, hunt-
ing or fishing, while under
suspension or revocation
Feb. 11.

"Sanchez had waived the
right to an attorney and
pled not guilty to the
charge in Magistrate Court
Sept. 3, 2010. Judge
Martha Proctor
Sanchez guilty and sen-
tenced him to a 182 day
suspended jail term, a $250
fine and $73 in court costs.

Sanchez appealed this
finding, stating that under
New Mexico law, the
District Attorney must
prosecute all game and fish
laws and New Mexico
Game and Fish Conserva-
tion officer Josh Waldrip
prosecuted his case.

In District Court, Assis-
tant District Attorney
Joanna Zimmerman prose-
cuted Sanchez.

Parsons suspended a six
month jail sentence for
Sanchez.

found |

March 9

1:47 a.m. Officer Carolee
Jones responded to 205
North Central for a report
of a 911 hang-up.

Jdones reported that a
woman met her on the
porch and said her hus-
band and sister-in-law had
been arguing. Jones. re-
ports the argument was
apparently just verbal and
all three persons appeared
to be intoxicated.

At 2:11 am. dJones
responded to a secorid 911
hand-up from this address.

This time, she arrested
Arvis Coho, 33, on a charge
of assault on a household
member.

2:49 pm. - Officer
Darrell Chavez responded
to the Police Department to
take an information report.

A woman reported that
she had left here 9-year old
son at the school bus stop
that morning and was on
her way to work, when she
received a call from a
woman saying that she was
with her son.

The woman reportedly
said she turned around and
went back to find out why
her son did not get on the
bus. She allegedly said that
the bus driver would not
pick him up because he was
suspended from the bus.

The woman said she
wanted it documented that
her son was endangered by
being left by the bus.

RUIDOSO DOWNS' POLICE LI

March 10

9:38 a.m. - Corporal
Joseph Bailey took a report
at the Police Department, of
stolen copper wire. '

The man making the
report said his grandson
had been at the F&F
Construction yard on
Highway 70 that morning
and saw a white Chevrolet

pickup there. The man

reportedly asked the men
in the truck what they were
doing there and they left.

The man making the
report said that wheén he
arrived at the yard, he dis-
covered there was 2,000
pounds of copper wire miss-
ing.

4:28 p.m, - Officer Dar-
rell Chavez took a report of
damage to a motor vehicle.

The victim reported
someone had “keyed” his
Camaro RS,

5:49 p.m. - Officer Dar-
rell Chavez reported that
he was at Walmart and
saw Joshua Slaten, 19,
walking through the store.
Chavez arrested Slaten on

a Municipal Court warrant.
March 13
10:16 p.m. - Officer

Carolee Jones reports that -
she was asked to come
inside the restaurant when
she went through the drive-
through at McDonald’
Restaurant.

Inside, the manager

asked her to explain to a
man sitting in the restau-
rant that he would have to
leave because the restau-
rant was closing.

Jones reports talking to
the man, who said he was
trying to catch a bus to
Carrizozo,

The man reportedly
identified himself as a
Korean War, Marine veter-
an.

Jones,

officer April

Payan and Ruidoso Police -

officers Corporal Lawrence
Chavez and Larry Smith
attempted to find the man
aride to Carrizozo.

When they could not
find him a ride, they
arranged for the man to
wait out the night at
Denny’s Restaurant.

Jones reports she
checked on the man
throughout the night and
called the Veterans Depart-
ment Homeless Veteran
Hotline. The Hotline opera-
tor reportedly told Jones
someone from the VA
would contact the man.

At about 7 a.m., Jones
reports she returned to
Denny’s and tried to get the
man to give her his cell
phone number so the VA
could call him. He refused
to give her the number,

Jones reportedly told the
man he would have to leave
Denny’s by 8 a.m.

Jones reports he appar-
ently complied without any
problem.
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Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square, We could take
an umbralla.

to form four ordinary words.
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E@ ) RACK 4
Y

PAR SCORE 150-160
\\ BEST SCORE1 244 FOUR RACK TOTAL-—-——— &O#Nbune Media Services, Inc
TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN Al Rights Reserved, T

DIRECTIONS: Mate 5 2- fo 7Jellsr word from the lelters in each row. Add RANOP
peints of each word, using scoring directions at right Finally, 7-etler words get 50- 7
point bonus, "Blanks™ used 3s any lelter have no point value. Al the words .
are In the Official SCRABBLE" Players Dictionary, 4ih Edition. N
For more information ot books, clubs, fournaments and the school program go fo GCFIAN
www.scrabhle-assoc.com or call the National SCRABBLE" Association (631) 477-0033, F A
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“I found my new
best friend in the

@J‘R‘% ﬁ&)\}'splgs Ruidoso News
q WAS ——m ) Adopt-A-Pet Ad.”

Now arrange the circled lotters
C D fo form the surprise answer, as : g
- e
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Sign Up for the IAFLOFCI (OFFICIAL) Jumble Facebook fan club
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suggested by the above cartoon.
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Advertise:; 575.257.4001
~ Email yourad to:
classifieds@ruidosonews.com
legals@ruidosonews.com
Telephone Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
104 Park Avenue, Ruidoso, NM 88355

Walk-In Business Hours: 8 a.m.-4:45 p.m,, '
We accept most major credit cards, '

. until the February 2013 election. To
serve, members must be twenty-one years
of age, o qualified voter, and a resident of

' the college taxing district, Interested
parties should cite their quatifications for

service on a policy-making board,
Letters will be accepted in the
, President’s Office until
' April 1,2011.

Additional information available at

(Inquiries: (575-257-3000)
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3435 Princeton Dr,
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www.Reedpsp.com
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Health Caro 230 Heath Cars

43

The Mestcolero Care Center Is looking
for Full-Time RN's/LPN's with long-term
care experience preferred, The
Mescalero Care Center Is ulso looking
for purt time/PRN Certiiied Nursing
Assistants,

The Caro Center has an excellent
heneflis package to offer.
Please apply In person and direct
upplicstions to
Varonica Sanchex, RN, RDON.
454 Lipan Ave. Mescalero, NM

575-464-2802

Homes - Ganeral 442

P T 2 R,
207 Legacy Home
16x56, 2 bed, 2 bath,
Upgraded Carpet, Large
Living Room and Kitchen,
Like New fnand Out
$25,000.
(575)937-1084
(915)490-5555
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oY o dat - ! B N
o Tree 'I'hmmng + Needle Removal E.Em.gghiamm! } El MO!I o A_J____Slﬁa“ tiful Ru

* Firewood * Drainage Solutions Beams & Posts Sawmill Alligator Juniper
§;|'NAD<§§AEPIE ¢ Maintenance * Gravel Driveways V.Sidi:g&Decging l . Bliacil:w:::x:'tutd
a ! s igas, Latillas, Cozbels urple Heart Cedar
¢ Landscaping ¢ Tree Removal &Furnituze Lumber Mesquite, Pecan
Office: 336-2321 * Bobcat & Dump Truck Work Split Firewood Cottonwood & Pine

Cell: 937-0106
rww.stagnerlandscape.com

Located at 243 State Rd. 220 (Rirport Rd.) in Alto
1.4 miles on LT.Phone #’s 336-1237 ox 8080860

M
h

| Te |
Forestry

TREE REMOVAL AND THINNING N

Wildfire Prevention! T
- Brash and necdle removal - gutters, roofs and yards:

* 575-937-7679

 fk

PROFESSIONAL ~ QUALITY . WORKMANSHIP
DESIGN/MANAGEMENT / CONSTRUCTION

New Construction, remodeling and additions
J/ﬁ\l) MASTER BUILDERS LLC. Roofing, siding, replacement Windows, and eoneret’ework 1

l

\ (no job to big o to small)
Residental and Commercial ~575-258-4437 office  575-937-5832 cell
LIC# 360479 Bonded & Insured (local references) Member of the Better Business Bureau

% MAGIC TnunHy‘

Christian
Constiructios

: Honest & Reliable
New construction, remodel, additions, .
landscaping, roofing, decks, stucco, -
framing interior/exterior painting,
wrought iron work, tile/wood floors,
retaining walls,

Janitorial
We Care About Your Business

Commercial « Residential * Bonded  Insured

/

Il _geeFgaHE

ngh Tpaffic Finurs Burmshmg
p/j Béal - Wax» Burnish = !
. Wmduws s Carpet Shampto . o 88348
+ House cleaning & cabin'» Free bids - 575-937.8593

. R an d GU | n es - Sunshine Cleaning Services ~ concrete work, stone work,

e B \ oo} - Residential .. Offices. ... . NightlyRental .J = | . brick & bl k, efc... . ..

RS R S ll'E ine R . o Ctlm?os .-+ - Cabins - 'Vagiofx}l;mes e ocHs <
<Mau xngine repair ~ After Party cleanups and lust minute Emergency clearups - 575"’808‘170@
i Tool Rentals g““’ FreBstimates | Servicingallof AlloRuidoso, | HONBST . Licensed & Insured - LIc#355160

g 552 Hwy 48 Mﬁl Roobehis | Raonboms | | RALE PO Box 1331 » Ruidoso, NM 88355
i Captain, NM T 575-336—2240 a% F_ Py ‘ ' ‘
. 575-937-2750 575'354'_2047 Let's-us -do - YO'" cleanmg" Tl : ‘

- +|” TREX COMPOSITE DECKS

- - . f' 575-336-1965
’ - Residentlat / Commercial J & & # .
NO POWER WASHING Mgtialllgh :An;ihamc Servu,e LLC gy’ Jolf -
'NO STAINING - EVER! | |+ Basic Tune-Up ' e
‘ o * Minor Repairs Hel Ik .
; . . e : + Cor Washing & ‘
B W Detailing COMPETHTIVE RATES!

575-937-4727

[ (675)258-1663- Mobde (575)937-6484 " ) L
[mEEEe ] |35 a7 e Daw

HntSprlngs . chuul Prernfum '

= Nordic Spas » And many more
e Past, Present & Future iraas targaet sol :{«;} + 22 models o che
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL ROOFING Psychic & Palm Reading - °'W“;'s"e s whit we sall, ;
Lincoln County’s Premier Constructi . Honest & Reliable Service for over 18 years, + 581 .
¢0 ty S LTEMier LONSITclion Chakra Clearing ¢ Aura Cleansing » Meditations OA E FIRSTSTREET ALAMO GO
973-0286 . 8Q3-0676 * FREE ESTIMATES : ’ CALL DESTINY * 575-496-0367 675.439.8448 71-800-7 792738
Serving Lincoln County for 16 years ity |l Located in the Village Plaza on Sudderth
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