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b : @)‘""l com

They lost everything they
owned but they could have lost
more. )

A fire burned the home of the
Vance family early Saturday
morning, which they rented on
Terrace Drive, destroying every-
thing they owned. But thanks to
a family friend, Brandon

During the blaze, McIntosh ran
back into the burning house and
saved four-year-old Gabriel
Vance,

Mike Vance, who lived in the
house with his wife, Angel, his
daughter, Gabriel, and son,
Santana, said he woke up at
about 4 a.m. Saturday morning
because there was a bright light
shinning through his bedroom
window.

McIntosh, they all got out alive.

‘I thought either someone

across the street had a bright
light on or Brandon (McIntosh,
who was staying in a downstairs
apartment) turned a light on and
I was just going to turn it off,”
Vance said.

McIntosh was staying at the
Vance home while he attended
funeral services and a memorial
service for his stepfather, Tommy
Martin. Martin died Oct. 17 from

Sec FIRE, page 11A

hopeful

Brandon Meintesh holds -
four-year-old Gabrie! Vance,

the girl he saved froma,
house fire Saturday morning.
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Board waives
procurement
code for coach

Jim KAILVELAGE
jhalvelage@ruidosonews.com

A coach in the Ruidoso
Municipal School District
will be allowed to bid on
providing T-shirts to the
schools. The district’s edu-
cation board last week, on a
three-to-two vote, waived
the section of New Mexico’s
procurement code that for-
bids an employee or a
member of the employee’s
immediate family from par-
ticipating in a business
deal with their state or
local government employer.

John Pacheco, who is

classified as an indepen- -

dent contractor in provid-
ing coaching to the district,
owns Design-A-Tee. His
wife, Andrea, is a district

employee, teaching at
White Mountain Elem-
entary School.

closes the financial inter-
est, affirms that the pro-
curement process will be
free of bias or favoritism,
and that the employee par-
ticipation is in .the best

interest of the local public I

body or state agency.

“I have a concern bend-
ing the rule,” school board
member Curt Temple told
the rest of the board. “I
understand that the guy
does a good job. I see in the
journal that we've already
paid him $10,000 last
month. So I don’t know if
that’s already a v101at10n of
the policy.”

The school district’s dis-
bursement journal for
October 2011 showed the
district issued John C.
Pacheco payments totaling
$13,035.25.

Some $11,134 of those ke

ghirts was sold to White

State law does allow a
waiver from the employ-
ment statute when a gov-
ernment body publicly dis-

School for Warriors T-

Mountain.  Elementary

See CODE; page 10A

PRIESERT

New Mexico Chalienge Academy cadets Serrina Rodgriguez, left, and April Moore present the colors during the Rmdoso Street Far
Saturday in Midtown. For more Faces and Places, see pages 8 and 9. .o

County commission moves ahead with building inspections plan

-DIANNE STALLINGS
dstallings@ruidpsonews.com

Although TLincoln County
commissioners Tuesday decided
to advertise for proposals from
companies to handle building
inspections in unincorporated
areas, they cautioned potential
responders that they might end
up rejecting all of the submis-
sions. '

They want to see the figures
before committing to usurping
the service now being processed
either by inspectors for the state
Construction Industries Division
or for the village of Ruidoso.

But they told County Planner

Curt Temple and new County
Manager Nita Taylor to move
ahead with a request for propos-

als from companies willing to

contractually take over inspec-
tions.

If the village of Ruidoso wants
to bid on the service, that option
is open, Commissioner Mark
Doth said after offering the
motion. He made it clear that
he’s not interested in hiring
inspectors as employees.

Ruidoso officials have disput-
ed -the county’s ability to take
over service in zones where the
village already is providing the
service,

Tuesday, Village Building

‘ Official Shawn Fort also warned

that state law might not allow
the county to hire a private enti-
ty.

But acting on advice from
their attorney, Alan Morel, that
they have jurisdiction, commis-
sioners approved a motion 4-1 to
advertise for proposals. Voting
against the motion was
Commissioner Jackie Powell,
who does not: favor taking over
the responsibility. '

Morel said one state’ statute
requires the CID approve any
inspectors and he would like a
letter from that agency assuring
the county the contract arrange-
ment would be acceptable, if the

inspectors are state certified.
Another state statute requires a
government to identify who does
code enforcement.

“I prepared a code enforce-
ment ordinance a year ago, but
commissioners rejected it,” Morel
said. “You will need an ordinance
authorizing - someone else to
enforce our (building) ordinance.”

County vs. village

As for the contention that the
county could not take over from
the village in areas outside
Ruidoso where the municipality
is provide building inspections,
Morel wrote Village Attorney

Dan Bryant that, “It would
appear once the county hag
enacted an ordinance and beging
providing the service of issuing
building permits to its citizens in
the county, the village’s authori-
ty to do so would terminate.”
Morel told commissioners that he
spoke with Bryant on the tele-
phone, but had not received an
official response to his letter.
The attorney said he had a
problem with issuing a request
for proposals and asking compa-
nies to spend money to submit an
offer without a commitment for
moving ahead. He suggested

See PLAN, page 10A
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Center open house

The more than $1.5 mil-
lion remodeled Ruidoso
Convention Ceriter will be in
the spotlight during a open
house on Thursday.

The public is invited to
get a first-hand look at the
improvements between 5
and 7 pm.

~A collection -of art by
artists in the community
was purchased for the
makeover and visitors will
be able to view the collection.
There will be sample dishes
from caterers that are
approved to serve at the con-
vention center. ‘

" The center’s renovations
followed the 2005 opening of
convention facilities at the
Inn of the Mountain Gods.

Clinic opening

A grand opening of the
new Lincoln County Capitan
Health Clinic is set for 4 p.m.
Thursday at 405 meoln
Avenue in Capltan

. Three or more county
commissioners may attend,
but a notice from the’county
“tHat o
other county business will be
conducted.

Alto Lakes

The ‘Alto Lakes Special
Zoning District Commission

_ will meet at 9 a.m. Thursday

in the Stag Room at-the Alto
Lakes Golf and Country
Club, 1 Mulhgan Drive in
Alto..

The agenda will be posted
on www.ALSZD.org no later

THE COMMUNITY PAGE

DERMOGRATS

Maggle Maly, presndent of the. Democratlc Women of the
Sacramento Mountain Area and a retired economist, spoke at the
monthly meeting of the Democratic Party of Lincoln County, which
was held in Carrizozo recently. She; outlined President Obama's
American Jobs Act focusing on the positive impacts that it would
have on the economy of New Mexico. In addition, since Congress

has refused fo act on the proposal,

she outlined recent executive ini-

tiatives that the president has taken in the areas of jobs for veterans,
help for homeownérs wishing to fake advantage of lower interest
rates to refinance their mortgages, and help for graduates with stu-
dent loans. Maly emphasized the need to get people back to work in
the face of the continuing weak economy.

than 24 hours before the
meeting, '

American Legion
Amencan Legion, Ruido-

s0 Post 79, meets on the
third Saturday of the month.
The next regular meeting is
at 11 am. Nov. 19. Legion
hallislocated at the corner of
US Highway 70-East and

WEDNESDAY, Nov, 16, 2011

WOMEN'S CLU

. COURTESY

The General Federation of Women's Clubs of New Mexico, District 1V, held its annual convention in
Ruidoso Nov. 4-5. Hosted by the Ruidoso Federated Woman's Club attendees from Silver Gity, Las
Cruces, Truth or Consequences, Alamogordo and Carrizozo clubs contributed children's pajamas to the

5 NEST in Ruidoso as a special project associated with the convention theme "Children of the World.”
Kaylah Glasgow from Peace Village of Ruidoso and Marie Vallejos from New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

spoke on area programs that guide children in communication skills and environmental awareness.
Closing banquet entertainment was provided by Ken Prichard, husband of Ruidoso member Tammy

Pnchard
- Spring Road, in Ruidoso
Downs.
The fall “Rifle Raffle” con-
tinues through November
and December to raise funds

for Legion work in the com-

munity, The organization is

giving away a 42-inch Visio
high-definition flat screen
TV or a Weatherby: 30.06
“Vanguard Package” on Dec.
23. You do not need to be
present to win, First draw
gets choice of items; second
draw gets the remainder.

Ticket purchasers must be at
least 18 years of age and eli-
gible to own a firearm.
Tickets are $10 each, or
three for $25. For informa-
tion, please call the Post

Adjutant, Vic Currier at

(575) 802-5293.

Search and Rescue

The regular meeting of
the White Mountain Search
and Rescue team will be at 7
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rescue group’s board meet-
ing will begin at 5:45 p.m.
The sessions will be at the
First Christian Church,
1211 Hull Road in Ruidoso.
All those interested in the
outdoors are welcome to
attend. Topics will include,
recent training events, the
upcoming annual recogni-
tion event and board elec-
tions. To obtain additional
information contact Tony

See EVENTS, page 3A
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Wednesday Sunrise/Sunset

684am1501pm

Monday s Natlonal HighLow:

ountaingjf’ o

57/33

- Sun and Moon

‘Extremes -

{For the 48 contiguous stales)

High: 90° In Harlingen, TX
Low 8°In West Yellowstone, MT
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Monday's Worid ngh/Low. .

High: 108° In Nullagine, Australia
Low: -49° In Oymyakon, Russla

Shown Is today's ‘weather.
Temperatures &re today's high
and tonlghi’s lows, i

Wednesday: Moonrise/Moonset
1014pm/11 1aam

Last

New First

- Almanac .

Ruldoso
Statistics through Monday

... Temperature:

= HighfIoW sensueseseess pevtrsssatars vt 57°/39°
Normal high ...c.ccismsivriermminmone 56°
NOrmMal oW ....cvsirsnesserearersanasase are
Record high ... sovenes 79° (1967)
Record Iow ....ocvceesnvieen 5° (1976)
" Precipitation:
MOnday .ccneeenmessisissnonsnrenss 0.00"

.............

~,~ Month to date
Normal month to date .
Year to date ....ceeneiene
Normal year to date ... :

Pollen:

Predominant ... Ascospotes

;  Source: Eddie L, Galnes, MD, of the Allergy &
' Asthma Clinic

Full

POCC

Nov 18 Nov 24 Dec 2 Dec 10

. Alamogordo
Statistics through Monday
Temperature:
HIGhIOW oiseersssssssnssanassinnnss 65°/46°
Normal high vmsesnsmnesnins W 67°
Normal low wesssnians 29°
Record high ... 82° (1973)
~ Record loW ...uuv... reseraer 17° (1976)
Precipitation:
Monday e v st 0.00"
Month to date .eemmvseersinnnes 0.39"
Normal month to daté ............ 0.26"
Yoar to'date ....cuueivimmumsars 413"
Normal year t6 date wouwarene 9.62"

Weather Trivia™:

Q: Where does most snow accumu-
late In respect to a storms path in
the U.S,?

quou Glﬂ al: V

,\

Guadalu]amj
8345

Cold

E

Warm

Stationary

. . 8443,
66/41 a }
Hermoslllo) | L Ut
Mhuahuu N 2758
s )
Az} | Mon\erro /
A Bese -

-
Showers
Tstorms
Rain
Flurrles
Snow
ice

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and preclpuatlon Temdoerature bands

are hlghs for the day Forecast hlghllow temperatures are for selecte

cities.
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» city XN\\ HI/Lo/W
Abilene B9 8914458~ Albuguerque §§7é§7 TTUBTRTST
Anchorage  15/-1/s 14/-7/s  Artesla_ 75/41/s 67/45/s
Avafta 76552 BBI37/E” Chama 47/ 4872075
Austin 80/45/s B4/41/s  Clayton  44/24fs 56/35ls
Balimore 63l 5292fpc  Clouderolt ™ B5/98)s T TEEMEls
Boston® 59/43/r 50/34/r  Farmington  48/25/s 56/33/s
Chicago 4238l 40/2Els”  Hobbs 55738/s
Dallas 64/37/s 62/44/s  Los Alamos  49/28/s 52/24/s
Denver 628 62131 Portales BB30l T 80R3alk
Des Moines  44/22/c 44/30/s  Raton _43/20/s 58/27/s
Oetrolt " 4u/2YIpE 44127055 Red River 42050 44/18/s
ElPaso 66/41/s 65/45/s  Ruidoso 60/34/s 57/43/s
LEEVBGAS T 70/5058 T Y0I8078"  SantaFe  52/98/s 56/31/s
Los Angeles  71/56/pc_ 69/55/pc  Silver City  61/38/s 64/39/s
Minngapolls — 358/pe — J678he” Taos 4708k BRkls”
New Orleans 82/52/pc  66/47/s . A

NEW YOIk City ™ 80/431F ™" 50/38/p6

Philadslphia  60/42/r  50/33/pc

0B11IX TBISOIS IRl
Reno 58/33/nc 60/37/pc
ga DFrIancIsc o 82/80lpc 60/49/p0

an Diego  64/56/pc _ 65/57/nc
Beatile TA4rEr ﬁ??sd?gﬁ“'
Tueson 74/45/s 76/48/s
TUise, OK 68P8/pc ™ BaMTIe
Wash., DC 63/45/r __52/35/pe.

chita 50/2lc BG4
Yuma 76/54/s 78/54/s

W-weather, s-sunny, pe-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms,
r-raln. s{ -SNOW flurrles, 8n- snow. I Ice

Toda ' Thu,
City HINL Hi/Lo/W

Acaﬁﬂ&ﬁ“‘"“ﬂgﬁmpc RN
Cancin_____ 86/74/pc 88/70/5
Chihuahua ~ 70/d0)s ~ 70/49/s”
Cludad Judrez 66/41/s ____ 66/45/s
ledn B4/50fpc T BarAGMs
Méxlco, DF 7 79/45/pc 73/43/pc_
Monterrey N E7CT
Morella = 80/49/p_g‘_m 80/49/s
Gaxaca " B6/80Ip " EHIEBIER
Pto, Penasco  77/62/s 81/53/s
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Davis at 336-4501 or Mark
Younger at 808-2982, -

Council cancels

The regularly-scheduled
Nov. 29 meeting of the
Ruidoso Village Council, the
usual second meeting for the
month, was canceled for the
Thanksgiving holiday. The
next meeting will be Dec. 13.

The regular meetings are
conducted at 3 pm., in the
Village of  Ruidoso
Administrative Offices, 313
Cree Meadows Drive.

Republican Women

The Republican Women
of Lincoln County will hold
its November meeting at the
Ruidoso Senior Citizens’
Center on Nov. 28.

The change in location
from the Cree Meadows
Country Club is to accommo-
date an anticipated large
turn out because the speaker
will be New Mexico Rep.
Nora Espinosa (R-Roswell).
The meeting will begin at
11:30 am. '

Please RSVP by
Wednesday for the lunch.

For more information call
the Republican Women of
Lincoln County at 575-258-
2750,

Legion raffle

American Legion Post 79,
Ruidoso, is raising funds
through its annual Rifle
Raffle and membership
drive,

This year there are two
possibilities: A Weatherby
30.06 Vanguard package
and a 42-inch HD TV.
Tickets are $10 each or 3 for
$25. Post T9 will participate
in the Military 365 ‘R&R”
block party on Saturday,
Nov. 12, in front of Dream
Catchers. For tickets or
information, call Post
Adjutant Vic Currier, (575)
802-5293,

Tree permits

Christmas tree permits
will are available from the
Lincoln National Forest.

The $5 permit allows a
person to cut one tree from
the selected ranger district
on the federal forest.

Perrmits can: be obtained

from forest service offices in
Alamogordo,  Carlsbad,
Cloudcroft and Ruidoso.
The Smokey Bear Ranger
District office is located at
901 Mechem Drive in
Ruidoso.

STAFE REPOKTS
rutdosonews.com

Lincoln County
now offers. the Comm-
unity Assistance Program
to county residents.

The free program pro-
vides triaging 24-hours a
day, 7-days a week
through a toll free hotline.

“LCMC is grateful .to
the Lincoln County Com-
mission’s foresight to rec-
ognize how this program
can help county residents

to those issues affecting

Santos, LCMC adminis-
trator. “The program is an
EAP-like (employee assis-
tance program) program
structured on a short-
term, solution- focused
therapy model after the
initial screening.”

The Lincoln County
Community Assistance
Program offers profession-
al counseling assistance
to individuals and fami-
lies experiencing any emo-
tional and mental health
crisis.

A sample crisis could be
but is not limited to diffi-
culty dealing with stress,
anxiety, depression, loss,
anger or hostility possibly
from interpersonal, finan-
cial or other encounters.

“This program is free to
Lincoln County residents,”
said Santos. “Counseling
appointmients, which are
available after an initial
assessment by calling the
hotline, will be available in
Ruidoso, Capitan and
Carrizozo.”

Santos added that the

Medical Center, LCMC, °

handle social. issues prior.

one’s health,” said Al

" Secure, Gated & Lighted Facility

| Various size units range from 5X5 to 12X10 §
Best, Most Competitive Rates in Town

LCMC offers community
assistance program to area

counseling services
offered through this pro-
gram are provided by
Diamond Healthcare, the
same ‘provider used for
the Heritage Program for
Senior Adults.

Local resident Misty:
McArthur, MSW, BAAS,
LMSW will provide coun-
seling support for the
Lincoln County
Community Assistance
Program. '

“I think this program is

g great opportunity to

leverage - Diamond’s”

expertise with an unmet

need throughout Lincoln

‘County that is intended to

lower healthcare costs:
over time,” said Santos.
“This triaging program is
intended to present avail-
able resources to the
patient prior to any nega-

tive affects to one’s
health.”
Lincoln * County

Medical Center is a coun-
ty-owned facility leased
and operated by
Presbyterian Healthcare
Services, New Mexico’s
only private, not-for-profit
healthcare system serving
to improve the health of
individuals, families and
communities.
Presbyterian  Heal-
thcare Services was
founded in 1908 and has
been serving Lincoln
County residents since
1972. Presbyterian offers
eight hospitals including
Lincoln County Medical
Center in Ruidoso, a
statewide health plan,
and a growing multi-spe-
cialty medical Zroup.
Presbyterian  employs
more than 9,500 people. .

100-Unit Capacity

Long-Term Rates Available
On-Site Management

575-630-9046

PATRICIA S. ORTIZ
ATTORNEY AT LAW
2701 Sudderth Drive
Ruidoso, NM 88345

* Life brings many problems that we should not try to
handle alone. Let me use my thirty-five years of legal
experience to help you solve problematic situations

you are facing in the areas of

BANKRUPTCY, CRIMINAL LAW, WILLS and PROBATE §
575-257-3525

Fax: 575-630-1222

Chamber of Commerce Member Spotlight

The Ruidogo Valley
Chamber of Commerce
will be featuring member
spotlights to recognize
and highlight the busi-
ness’s mission and prod-
uct or service, as well as
chamber board members.

If your chamber mem-
ber business would like to
be featured, please con-
tact the chamber at
marla@ruidosonow.com,

Spotlights will be fea-
tured in the order they are
received. The chamber
reserves the right to edit
articles as needed.

This week’s spotlight:

Kathy Dunn, owner
and designer

Casa Feliz & Flowers

1031 Mechem Drive

Kathy Dunn is a RVCC
Chamber board member,
and the owner of Casa
Feliz & Flowers,

Kathy joined the RVCC
board in July of 2011 to
help get the word out
about Ruidoso in our com-
munity, and to make the
village a better place to
live and work.

She is also active on
the Fundraising/Special
Events Committee of the
chamber, a member of
Rotary, and active in the
Ruidoso Altrusa service
group.

Casa Feliz & Flowers is
a unique store featuring
home décor and design
services, and includes pro-
fessional home and busi-
ness staging.

Décor items range from
tables and chairs, to pil-
lows and candles, art and
Jewelry.

Kathy also
modern or traditional
fresh flower

creates

arrange--

Vo : :

Kathy Dunn

receive flowers ordered for .
customers. In addition,
Kathy can assist by advis-
ing your weddings and
celebrations by providing
event planning services.

ments for all occasions, as
well as custom gift bas-
kets or edible delights on
coffee or tea trays.

She wuses Bloomnet
Wire Service to send and

Heaters Wood
Pellets 40 kb

Water Softener
Salt 50 Lb

personal information.

Keep Your Identity Where It Should Be... With You!

. Unfortunately, identity thefbi something that we see everyday. And at First National ;
Bank, we know that getting youridentity stolen can literally turn your life upside down. So
here are a few tips from your friends at First National on how to protect your identity.

"+ Beware of any mail, phone calls or emalls that ask you for personal information -
especially bank account or Soclal Security numbers.
+ Never mail bills from your home mailbox.
+ Shred all of your junk mail - don't just throw it away as much of it contains

WWW.FNB4U.COM

ONAL Main Office Upper Canyon Branch
ANK 451 Sudderth Drive 100VislonDrive
267-4033 257.9031

BankUp!

MEMBER

L=

Re‘a Mecki

104 Park Avenue, P.O. Box 128 Ruidoso, N.M. 88355
Telephone (575) 257-4001 o Fax (575) 257-7053
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Ext. 4118
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Advertising Deadlines

Display advertising
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3 p.m. Wednesday for Friday
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1:30 p.m. Tuesday for Wednesday
1130 p.m. Thursday for Friday

b Legal advertising
3 p,m, Friday for Wednesday
3 p.m. Tuesday for Friday
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Ext. 4107 ,
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Mail Delivery
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3 months.. e $20
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3 months.
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OUR OPINION

State procurement code
is there for a reason

t its last Ruidoso School

i 201 Oak Grove Place, Ruidoso, NM
88345
Cell: 575-937-0886
email: mdoth@gmail.com

" Tom Battin (Dist. 3)
308 McBride Drive, Ruidoso, NM
88345
Res: 575-258-9089
email: jtbattin@valornet.com
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public body or state agency.” .
Board meeting, members  School board President Devin
voted to waive the state’s Marshall said she saw awarding
procurement, code requirements in.  the bid to the coach as a way to
arder to allow a coach tobid to pro-  say “We appreciate you.” This
vide school T-shirts. . . hardly advances the argument of
School board member Curt  an award that was “free of bias or
Temple, who voted against the  favoritism.” While some board
measure, said at the meeting members say the process is trans-
that he had concerns about parent because John and Andrea
“bending the rules.” Pacheco each signed a staffcon-
~Sodowe. - flict of interest statement on Oct.

- No one is saying that John 31, more than $13,000 had been
Pacheco, husband of a White - paid to Pacheco before the state-
Mountain Elementary School ~ ments had been signed.
teacher, doesn’t do a good job One local vendor has come out
but there are proper proce- and said he wished he had known
dures in place for a reason. about providing T-shirts to the

State law calls for the pro- district. This particular incident
curement process regarding leaves a perception of a conflict of
the spending of taxpayer dol- interest and favoritism whether it
lars on goods and services be is accurate or not.

“free of bias or favoritism, and We urge the board to put this
that the employee participationis  service out to bid as per state law.
in the best interest of the local Do it over and do it right.
FOR REFERENCE
LINCOLN COUNTY COMMISSION

Eileen Martinez Sedillo (Dist. 1) Kathryn Minter (Dist. 4)

P.0. Box 536, Carrizozo, NM 88301 147 Sonterra Drive, Alto, NM 88312

Res: 575-648-2975 Res: 575-336-4831
email: lovelace@tularosa.net email: Kathryn@kathrynminter.com -

Jackie Powell (Dist, 5) -
P.0. Box 91, Glencoe, NM 88324
Res: 575-653-4072 o
Cell: 575-653-4072
email: jackiep@trekwest.com

NMSA 1978, Section 10-15-1

OUR RIGHT TO KNOW
The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech or the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

Open Meetings

In recognition of the fact that a representative government is depen-
dent upon an informed electorate, it is declared to be public policy of this
state that all persons are entitled to the greatest possible information
regarding the affairs of government and the official acts of those officers
and employees who represent them. The formation of public policy or the
conduct of business by vote shall not be conducted in closed meetings.

All meetings of any public body except the legislature and the courts
shall be public meetings, and all persons so desiring shall be permitted to
attend and listen to the deliberations and proceedings ...
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‘Capitan subdivision: Asset or liability?

To'the editor:
The village of Capitan is a
*great place to live, We have a

school district, good grocery,
hardware store with farm and
ranching supplies, rodeo facili-
ty and fairgrounds, bank, the
Smokey Bear Historical Park,
Post Office, medical clinic, °
senior center, motel and diner,
and Chango’s — a noted
gourmet restaurant — all with-
in walking distance along the
town’s main street (Highway .
380).

What should the basis be for
planning Capitan’s future? The
national economy is not the
only factor. Water is by far the
more significant issue. Capitan
has water rights, but precipita-
tion (rain or actual water) is
diminishing across the south-
west. Rural population is
declining throughout New
Mexico. Seven businesses
closed within the last year
along Highway 380.
Residential subdivisions are 30
percent unoccupied.

Village of Capitan trustees
have positioned their agenda to
accept a commercial subdivision
that is of questionable economic
value to the village. The founda-
tion is based on a 30-years-ago
subdivision model when rural
areas were growing, natural
resources were unlimited, and
financial gains were measurable.
The new model for community
development sustains “connec-
tions among people, land, and
the built environment”
(Commonweal Conservancy.org)
for socially conscious, responsible
and inspired community plan-
ning.

No feasibility study or mar-
keting plan supports the need -
for 22 to 32 new business sites in
Capitan over a 10- to 20-year

build-out, Why, then, is munici-
pal government tolerating this
project without the capacity to
provide local employment?

Capitan citizens, who are tax-
payers and property owners, will
bear the burden of the costs of
maintaining the infrastructure
for a speculative subdivision if
the final plat is approved.
Considering that commercial
land development is highly
dependent upon the national
and global economy, Capitan
may receive very limited rev-
enue from taxes,

For almost six years Capitan
has been “Sam’s town.”
Municipal leadership in Capitan
is maintained to please the
mayor, who prefers that citizens
with their opinions stay away
from Village Hall. Capitan lacks
informed and practical, indepen-
dent thinking to guide the vil-
lage toward long-term communi-
ty betterment. -

Carrizozo community leader,
Dirk Norris, wrote that “moti-
vated, innovative and inspired”
individuals are critical in com-
munity leadership. Two cur-
rent Capitan trustees will dis-
cover if they possess these
qualities in the Capitan March
2012 elections.

Virginia Watson Jones
Jean Coulton
Capitan

Helping the Nest

To the editor:

Thanksgiving time is fast
approaching and we at the
Nest are so grateful to be locat-
ed in Ruidoso; surrounded by
generous and thoughtful resi-
dents eager to assist with our
cause.

As early as October, people
began contacting us and asking

what our residents need for the
holidays. Celebrating
Thanksgiving and Christmas
in a shelter isn’t ideal, but our
top notch staff goes to great
lengths to create a memorable
event for our residents.

Many of our residents have

fled their own homes with

nothing more than the clothes
on their backs, They truly have
to start over with nothing. The
bravery our residents face this
challenge with is awe-inspir-
ing.

For the past three years, our
28-bed shelter has been at or
near capacity. So, how might
you help? At the end of
November, the Nest will have
an Angel Tree out at Spencer
Theater hosting the wishes of
our shelter families. Shop or -
donate to Sweet Charity Resale
Boutique, (just west of Wal-
Mart on 70) where all proceeds
support the Nest. You might
choose to bid on one of our
breath-taking Christmas
wreaths or stockirngs at the
silent Auction at Sweet Charity
or give your time by volunteer-
ing at the Shelter or Sweet
Charity.

The colder weather brings
with it the needs for jackets,
gloves, socks and warm paja-
mas — all shapes and sizes are
needed. The number of resi-
dents passing through the shel-
ter requires a steady supply of
toiletries; shampoos, condition-
ers, deodorants, body washes,
brushes, combs, and Chap
Stick. We serve so many chil-
dren at the Nest and our dia-
per supply is now dwindling.
We are in serious need of dia-
pers sizes 1-4 and baby wipes.
Gas cards help us to defray the

See LETTERS, page 5A

THE STREETER, BY ERIK BFARER

Michelle Castillo
Rowlett, Texas

“It was lots of fun. I went with a

Luis Espinoza
Ruidoso

“I think it’s a good cause for

Q: What did you think of th

A
;o

Audrey Tietgens
Ruidoso

“T thought it was great. There

e R & R Block Party?

Debbie Elrod
Ruidoso

“It was a fantastic event, and

Judy Albrachy
Lewisville, Texas
“It was magnificent. There

friend’s daughter and she had a the veterans and it definitely was a lot of participation and very well organized. The food were a lot of people not normally
everybody was having a great wasamazing— I did not eat one out in Midtown, and the military

blast at the kid’s zone.”

" pde s B LBeAIAR el ba 1S v b e eak

helped Midtown businesses. I

hope it’s bigger next year.”
{

time.”

bad thing,”

all seemed to love it.”
E}
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cost of transporting resi-
dents around the county.
Verizon phone cards help
us to provide our resi-
dents cell phones, which
help to ensure their safe-
ty. Survivors need jour-
nals to mark their pas-
sage in healing,

Perhaps you have a
place in your window for
a Nest flyer or on your
business counter for a
Nest brochure. Maybe
you have a talent for web
site design, event plan-
ning or household paint-
ing. We are grateful for
every gift, donation and
word of support. The
interest and compassion
that you have demon-
strated makes us proud
to call you our partners
in this campaign against
violence. Thank you.

Please call 378-6378 to
learn about our ever-

" evolving needs. Find us
on Face book and share
our link to help us spread
the word about the many
wonderful services avail-.
able at the Nest.

With Great
Appreciation,

Lesley Kring
Media Liaison
The Nest

Defending the Mesa

To the editor:

I felt obligated to
respond to a recent opin-
ion letter from Mr. (Rus)
Vaughn (Ruidoso News,
Nov. 9) regarding the
Otero Mesa issue.

Mr. Vaughn’s letter
was one of the ugliest
opinion pieces that I have
seen published inthe
local papers, I dare say
that it is not just Santa
Fe and eastern “elitist
dilettantes” that care
about the proper care and
management of our BLM
and Forest Service public
lands.

For too long, public
lands have been abused
with overgrazing, logging,
mining and petroleum
extraction. Otero Mesa
belongs to all U.S. citi-
zens, not just to New
Mexicans and residents of
Otero county.

There are currently
many in Congress,
ircluding our own Rep.
Steve Pearce, who are
pushing to open up large
areas of national forests
to clear cutting for lum-
ber production.

1 wonder if Mr Vaughn
would welcome the sup-
port of those “environ-
mental elitist” to stop
wholesale logging of our
Lincoln National Forest
right here in our own
backyard? ‘

Steve Rice
Ruidoso

Sexual harassment charges aren’t goifig away

exual harassment isnt
just a complaint —
its become a small

industry of legal specialists ready
to accuse ar defend, plus con-
sultants called in to educate
workers,

On the job, I've sat
through a few of these
workshops. Lots of people

have, and yet the lawyers .

and consultants haven’t
run out of work.

And late-night comedi-
ans still have plenty of
fodder.

As Herman Cain, -
Republican candidate for
president, fights his bat-
tles with accusers, we see
new accusations against -
two managers at the
state Workforce Solutions
Department, of all places.
“Multiple” women in the
call center complain of
unwanted physical touch-
ing, crude remarks and
supervisors who ask them
for dates, according to
news reports.

Days later news came
a disturbing report by the
American Association of
University Women that
nearly half of mid- and

~ SHERRY ROBINSON
ALL SHE SWROTE

high-school students — 56
percent of girls, 40 per-
cent of boys — will expe-
rience some form of sexu-
al harassment during the
school year. Only 9 per-
cent will complain.

Our reactions to these
allegations usually
depend on personal expe-
rience, As a woman, I
know this goes on. A
state legislator, years
ago, put his hand on my
knee. Fortunately, he’s no

longer serving. I've heard

much worse.

On the flip side, I once
advised a good male
friend about how to

address a false allegation.
This man, absolutely
devoted to his wife and

family, is a physical ther-

apist; he must touch peo-
ple to do his work, An
emotionally unbalanced
woman nearly cost him
his career. For this rea-
son a lot of doctors keep a
nurse or assistant in the
room when examining
women — a precaution
and additional expense.

The workplace can be
a minefield of mixed sig-
nals. My mother, an
attractive woman, had a
supervisor who told her
dirty jokes. She hated it,
but she always laughed
at the jokes because he
was the supervisor,
because she needed the
job, and because women
of her generation laughed
at men’s jokes. (She
taught me to do the
same, but that bit of par-
enting didn’t stick.)

So I think I can view
the Cain accusations with
a fair degree of balance.

That said, there are
cerfain men whose rise to
political prominence pro-

duces a-parallel rise in
women with complaints.
Herman Cain can “vehe-
mently deny” all he-
wants, but in a large field
of candidates, he's the
only one fending off sexu-
al harassment com-
plaints,, .

The other argument is
that the media have been
tougher on Cain than
they were on straying

' Democrats, Hardly. Each

one has received an, equal
opportunity trashing by
the media. If we were to
measure coverage of
indiscretions in space and
minutes, nobody in this
lifetime is likely to exceed
Bill Clinton. Nor has
Cain gotten the drubbing
of John Edwards, who

. chose to roam during his

wife's tragic illness.

~ People aren’t as dumb
as candidates think they
are. A survey taken
before the fourth allega-
tion showed that a major-
ity of Americans believe
coverage of Cain has been
fair, Cain, for his part, is
showing us he can’t take

~ the heat, and heatis'at -

the top of the job descrip-
tion.

Frankly, a lot of us are
glad these women are
coming forward — not
because we dislike
Herman Cain but
because they give others
courage to do the same.
It’s no picnic. Each one
leaves behind the private
cocoon of her life to be
guestioned, threatened
‘and disparaged. In the
workplace these things go

£

- on longer than they

might because people fear
for their jobs.
. As for the state, it’s .
pretty pathetic that the
Workforce Solutions
Department can’t get it
right. Along with investi-
gating the accusations,
this.and other depart-
ments need to examine
their training and office -
culture, '
If you're the unwilling
recipient of offensive com-
ments, jokes, texts, ‘
emails or touches, know
that it's not acceptable.
You have options,
thanks to others who

have spoken up.

The misadventures of illegal immigrant bashers

rom the campaign

trails to state legisla-

tures, wherever you
cast your gaze in this benighted
nation, youll likely find a bit of
illegal-dmmigrant bashing at
wark,

During their cam-
paigns last year, two New
Mexico politicos, each'in
her own way, played the
undocumented-worker
card so effectively as to
help them become the
highest ranking women -
holding public office in
New Mexico today.

Since then the political
payoffs Gov. Susana
Martinez and Secretary
of State Diana Duran
sought from their tough-
on-illegal-immigrants
postures have proved
modest at best.

Twice in the past ten
months at two sessions of
the Legislature, Martinez
failed in her efforts to
repeal a law allowing ille-
gals to apply for driver’s
licenses.

And when she tried
unilaterally to crack
down on the practice, the
governor found herself
stymied in court.

Secretary of State
Duran, in turn, had
egg on her face last
week after failing to vin-
dicate her campaign
charges that state voter
rolls were awash with
illegals.

Yet after eight months
of investigation, Duran
had to acknowledge that
only two foreign nationals

341 Sudderth Dr.
Ruidoso
575-257-7303

The unique beauty of our Lincofn County is r
every funeral we conduct...whether you choose a
traditional service or a cremation.

Ja Grone

Funeral Chapel of Ruidoso

R
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“Estimates of the loss td Nabalila’s agricuftural econo-

- my run upwards of $40 miilion, and among the groups

critical of the politicians who inflicted these problems
on their state are such traditional conservative bastions
as local farm bureaps and small town chambers of

were found on the rolls.
One of those individu-
als had never voted.

'The other, Duran con-
ceded, was unaware that
he had done anything
wrong.

What we have here:
might be called New
Mexico’s version of what
looks to be a backlash
against various states’
efforts to “get tough” on
illegal immigrants.

Nowhere is that back-
lash more evident than
in Arizona, where voters
last week recalled
state Senate President
Russell Pearce, a
Republican/Tea Party
favorite who was the
architect of that state’s
infamous anti-immigra-
tion law.

Pearce surely knew
his head was on the chop-

sial measure went into’
effect, no fewer than 60 of
his state’s top CEOs
chastised him for the eco-
nomic woes inflicted by
his new law.

“It is an undeniable
fact,” they wrote in a let-
ter to him, “that each of
our companies and our
employees were impacted
by the boycotts and coin-
cident negative image”
Arizona garnered because
of Pearce’s law.

In Alabama where a
variation on the Arizona
law was enacted, angry
farmers were reduced to
plowing under whole
fields of tomato and bean
crops after Hispanic
workers fled to avoid the
long arm of the new law.

Estimates of the loss
to Alabama’s agricultural
economy run upwards of
$40 million, and among:
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state are such traditional
conservative bastions as
local farm bureaus and
small town chambers of
commerce.

The situation is no bet-
ter in Alabama’s neighbor
to the west, Georgia,
where yet another varia-
tion on the Arizona anti-
immigrant law was
enacted. .

There, as elsewhere,
proponents of the new
law maintained that the
flopd of undoctumenied
workers from south’of
the border had robbed
U.8. workers.of jobs that
otherwise would be;
theirs. . =~ =
. Yet after immigrant
field hands fled the:state
out.of fear of the ngw
Georgia law, few U.S.
workers came forward to
claim the jobs that were
theirs for the asking.

v served Daily
Tuesday - Friday

Italian Restaurant

Open for Lunch & Dinner
2703 Sudderth Dr.
Ruidoso, NM

- Open Tuesday

Variety of

» LUNCH SPECIALS

Starting at s 4 95

_ afl_d PIZZA at g
“Michelena’s \

Casual Family Dining

" comimerce.” ‘
ping block of many the groups critical of the The backlash was pal-
Arizona voters. In a letter  politicians who inflicted pable and down at the
soon after his controver-  these problems on their agricultural grassroots

political unrest was evi-
dent. 4
It was, after all, the

conservative Georgia
Fruit and Vegetable
Growers’ Association that
came forward with an
estimate finding the
tough-on-undocumented
workers law to have cost
the state “at least $250
million”...and counting.

In New Mexico the
economic and political
impact of Gov. Martinez’s
and Secretary of State
Duran’s feckless illegal
immigrant maneuvers
have been small com-
pared to the damages
inflicted by their counter- -
parts in Arizona, Georgia
and Alabama. :

Sometimes we're
the better for it when *
our pols emerge from

their misadventures

575-257-5753 [}
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Three alternative pro-

B grams for students at risk
j of not graduating are oper-
g ating at Ruidoso High
& School.

The efforts are for com-

g pliance with the federal
B Free
B Public Education law for
¥ students identified with
E| special needs because of
E| behavioral issues.

and Appropriate

One, which had been

B running for years in the
Il past at the Gavilan Canyon

, School, is now called the
W Choices program. It works

Ruidoso. From left, Maribe! Villegas is a Capitan senior who excels in volleyball and is a member of the
National Honor Socxety She has been accepted to the University of New Mexico where she will enter the
nursing program next year. Her selection as teacher of the month is Julia Montoya, who, in addition to

teaching algebra and geometry, also coaches basketball and softball. '
Linda Topkin, from Ruidoso High School, teaches trigonometry, pre-calculus and geometry. She brought
her student of the month, Tyrin Julius, and commented that she wished she had a classroom full of stu-

dents.like him. Tyrin has taken all the math classes available, plays soccer, runs track and also enjoys art.
He hopes to attend the New Mexico Institute of Technology.
Also pictured in the back on the left is Lion Douglas Fuqua, program director.

JM KALVELAGE
jkalyelage@ruidasonews.com
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An iaccreditation team
from:; North  Central
Assocxatlon has been meet-
ing Wlth officials of the
Rmdogo Mumclpal School
Distritt since Monday.
Schoo[f officials are hoping
to! obtam a distriet-wide
accredltatlon, a heightened
endorsement adopted by
NCA geveral years ago.

“There are a couple of
dlstncts in the state who
have - gone through this
process,” Superintendent
Bea Etta Harris said of the
district-wide distinction.

Thé team interviewed
members of the district's
board of education, the
superintendent, principals
and community members
on Monday. Some schools
had a walk-through by the

assessment team on
Tuesday. The quality
assurance' team also con-
ducted classroom visits,
interviewed teachers, stu-
dents and other school
teams. A final meetmg
with the district’s superin-
tendent, interviews with
support staff, and follow up
interviews to verify stan-
dards and quality assur-
ance practices were sched-

_uled for today.

“They- meet back here
and look over some of the
documents that we pre-
sent,” said Patty White, the
dlstnct’s associate superin-
tendent. “We've got a lot of
information gathered for
them.”

An oral exit report
would take place this after-
noon with all school district
staff and the school board.

White said the teams

Schools seek improved rating

will iise seven standards to
rate the district. Initially
the NCA officials will meet
with the administration.

“That’s a presentation

by Dr. Harris and the dis-
trict on how we propose
that we meet those seven
standards,” White said.
“And then their job is to go

to the schools and look at |
documents to find evidence

that those seven standards
are being met.”

The NCA’s Commission
on Accreditation and
School Improvement
accredits elementary, sec-
ondary and non degree-
granting postsecondary
schools.

The schools in the
Ruidoso district have previ-
ously been fully accredited
individually by the NCA
and the New Mexico Public
Education Department.

Ready, set, register at ENMU

Registration for classes beginning Jan.
17, 2012 is on-going at ENMU-Ruidoso.
Among the classes being offered in the
spring are “Outdoor Photography,”
“Computer and Security Fundamentals,”
“Cyber  Forensics,”  “Motorcycling
Literature,” “Principles of Finance,”
“Lincoln County History,” “Ethics,” “New
Testament Survey,” and “Acting for Film
II” Inaddition to online and on site class-
es, several educational trips are planned,
and ‘many new Community Education
classes are also being offered.

The last day to register is Jan, 19, 2012,
but since classes fill up quickly, students
are encouraged to register now. First-time
degree-seeking students must make an

EDUCATION R RINE

appointment with a student advisor.
Appointments may be made over the
phone at 257-3007. Drop-in appointments
also are available by coming to the campus
at 709 Mechem Drive. Classes may also be
audited, meaning that although a student
is registered and pays for a class, no grades
are given. Students often audit classes
when no degree is desired or credits
required. A special statewide $5 per credit
is also available for seniors over the age of
65.

- A schedule of courses is available online
at www.ruidoso.enmu.edu. Hard copies
are available at the campus. For more
information, please call 257-2120.

~ From reports

Student art show

Thi§ semester's art show at ENMU-
Ruidoso will run through Dec. 5 at the main
campus.

A reception featuring the artists was held
on Tuesday. Many of the pieces of art, which
include paintings, drawings, photography
and ceramics, can be purchased

Stop the texts
New Mexico Attorney Genelal Gary King

T T T T S R T IR U

last week joined other state attorneys gener-
al, and consumer protection agencies the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), and the Ad
Council t6 launch a nationwide ad campaign
to educate young drivers across the country
about the éffects of distracted driving.

The Stop the Texts and Stop the Wrecks
ad campaign is an endeavor to teach the dan-
gers of distracted driving, For more informa-
tion, visit StopTextsStopWrecks.org

e ome g v s

E| in the high school with stu-
% dents who need to be sepa-
5 R rated from other students

‘COURTESY

The Ruidoso Valley Noon Lions names their educators and students of the month from Capitan and

for a while. Ruidoso High
School Principal Pauline
Staski said Choices is con-
sidered a “smart” in school
suspension so students con-
tinue to receive an educa-
tion. .

“The program works on
a point system,” Staski
said. “By their behavior
they earn privileges. Those
might be they get to have
lunch outside at a picnic
table, maybe they get to

have lunch in the cafeteria °

at a time when other stu-
dents aremt in there.
Maybe they get to go out
and play basketball. But it
also increases the academic
focus. The kids are expect-
ed to maintain academic

pace which; means they o
-gram is' completely online,”

earn credlts at the same

- pace as the other students.”

Another alternative pro-
gram is presently called
Dropout Prevention. It

requires students attend-

school and keep pace.
“We're looking for a
better title,” Staski said.
“It’s for students who just
can’t seem to make it to
clags. Either they get to
school and don’t quite get
where they're supposed to
be. Their parents say,
‘We're putting you on the
bus,” and somehow they
don’t quite get to school.

Or their parents say,

‘Here’s the keys. Get to
school.” They don’t quite
make it here. This is our
way of assuring they come
and we know where they
are for at least four hours
a day.”

The instruction is for
students who are a year or
more behind others in their
grade. Currently 10 stu-
dents are in the program.

“They’re expected to.

maintain pace,” Staski
said of Dropout Pre-
vention. “They are given
all kinds of support. There
are certified teaches in
the room with them. If
they show absolutely no
progress, and we did have
a student who did that,
we did refer him to the
GED program.”

The third alternative
initiative is the high
school’s Night School.

“The Night School pro-

_|Supportive education
§ available for students

i}

Staski said. “Students can
make up attendance for
classes in Night School and
not necessarily be on the
computer, just be super-
vised by the teacher. Most
of the students in Night
School are students who for
some reason their behavior
doesn’t rise to the need for
long-term suspension but
perhaps they're counter-
productive to the education
of other students. We do
have some career students
who are planning to be
with us till they’re 26. At a
certain point it’s probably
not in their best interest to

be hanging around 14-year
olds.”

Staski called Night
School a “credit recovery
program,”

Ruidoso Municipal
School  District  Sup-

erintendent - Bea Etta
Harris said large school
districts usually have pro-
grams for “alternative stu-

" dents” but establishing the

initiatives in smaller dis-
tricts is difficult. ‘
“Pm very pleased that
Cody (Patterson, assistant
high school principal), and
Polly (Staski) and Kief
(Johnson, activities direc-
tor) are taking a hard look
at what the kids need and
provide alternative kinds of
opportunities for them to
graduate because they fully
understand what happens
to kids who don’t graduate.
T'mvé encouraged by the
team at the high school.”

Schaols look to bonds

Remodeling, rebuilding on agenda

JiM KALVELAGE
jkalvelage@ruidosonews.com

The Ruidoso Municipal
School District will begin to
line up $9 million in bor-
rowed money to undertake
projects in the schools.

On Feb. 1, voters in the
district authorized borrow-
ing $14 million, The $9 mil-
lion was the share repre-
sented by general obliga-
tion (GO) bonds sold in
September. The lion’s
share, $8.66 million, will go

into a construction services

‘line item. Software pur-

chases will see $300,000
dedicated. The remaining
$40,000 will be for other
services, '

A budget adjustment

request, to increase the fis- .

cal year 2011-2012 budget,
was submitted to the New
Mexico Public Education
Department - for  the
agency’s approval.

“This is in order to give
us budget authority to
spend the $9 million from

| the bond sale that just

recently occurred,” said
Dorothy Irion, the district’s
finance director.

In 2010, a committee
that included community
members and parents had
studied school building
needs across the district

and prioritized their recom-

mended projects that
would be funded through
the GO bond election, The
proposed projects were;

* High school science
wing remodeling, $4 mil-
lion. The project was not
completed as scheduled

‘because of skyrocketing

construction costs after
Hurricane Katrina.

¢ The Ruidoso Middle
School, $3 million, Because
of the economic impact of
Hurricane Katrina, the
new school’s costs were
higher than anticipated. As
a result, the district was
unable to complete all the
planned construction for
the project. The GO bond
would fund an athletic
field, a second road for
access and landscaping.

¢ High school drainage,

" $1.5 million. The New

Mexico Public School
Capital Outlay Council
loaned the district $1.5 mil-
lion to install corrective
storm drainage at the high
school,

. The project was complet-
ed and the district is
required to pay back the
loan as soon as possible.

* District Technology,
$1.2 million. Funds will be
used to support initiatives
towards 21st century tech-
nology learning objectives
for students.

¢ Sierra Vista Primary
School, $1 million. The
school’s roof is in poor
shape and undermining
the exterior walls of the
building. The roof needs to
be replaced to prevent fur-
ther damage.

* Nob Hill Early Child-
hood Center relocation
planning, $1 million. The
fundmg will ‘pay for plan-
ning and design for an
addition to the Sierra Vista
Primary School to house .
the Pre-K throiigh second
grade school. The actual
construction would be
funding in a 2015 GO bond
election.

s Horton Complex par-
tial demolition, .$300,000.
Funds will be used to cover
the cost of razing some
buildings and to create a
new entrance to the main

building.
o Horton Complex roof
replacement,  $700,000.

The former middle school
requires a new roof.

The iain part of the
facility is being used for the
district’s ‘special education
offices, two gyms for dis-
trict sports programs,
Little League, adult sports
leagues and other commu-
nity events. Part of the
Horton Complex is rented
to the Region IX Education
Cooperative,

* White Mountain play-
ground, $500,000. The dis-
trict would purchase and
install playground equip-
ment for use by all elemen-
tary age students.

* Horton Stadium
retaining wall repair,
$200,000. The retaining
wall was damaged by
runoff during heavy flood-
ing in 2006 and 2008,
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A business retention
sales tax substantially
_helped Ruidoso Downs
Race Track and Casino this
year and owner R.D.
Hubbard * showed up
Tuesday at a Lincoln
. County Commission meet-
<ing to personally thank the
53 percent of voters who

L approved it. .

Z= Outgoing County Man-
Fzager Tom Stewart wrote
tHubbard in October asking
Z=that a track representative
.=~ -attend the November meet-
< mg to answer some com-
p “mission questions and to
"7 report on how the tax
r gffected the track and casi-
' jlo s operation.

" fe== With Hubbard seated in
- the audience, along with
track public relations direc-

sitor Sandy Aguilar, Bruce
{? 3 lebo president of the
“>Ruidoso Downs Race
=Track, reviewed the history
of the business, the passage
of the tax in September
2010 and the positive
effects. He also pledged
‘that efforts are on-going
and will intensify for the
2014 New Mexico State
Legislature’s session to
secure legislation that
‘would create. a tiered tax
system for small tracks/
casinos in the state. This
year is a short session for
the legislature and the tax

is not on the call. '
Rimbo said when the
casino opened in May 1999,
business immediately
picked up at the track. The
=year 2002 was the only
-2 time Hubbard made money
> on the enterprise he bought

in 1988. ‘

But that all changed in
2003, when the Mescalero
Apache Tribe opened a sec-
ond casino in neighboring
Otero County, Rimbo said.

“In less than eight full
months of operation, you
can sgee how business
dropped,” at the racetrack
and Billy the Kid Casino,
he said as a slide slipped
across the display screen.

The Zia track and casino
that opened in Hobbs. in
November 2004 had mini-
mal impact, he said.

Then in 2006-2007, the
tribe opened its new $200
million Inn of the
Mountain Gods and
Casino.

Despite all of those
blows, revenues actually
went up for the race track
and casino in 2011, Rimbo
said. Not only does the race
track and casino have to
compete with two other
casinos, it also carries a
much heavier regulatory

burden than Indian gam-

ing, he said. They have to
ask permission for every-
thing from either the rac-
ing or the gaming commis-
sions, he said.

Even Nevada doesn’t
have a centralized monitor-
ing system that tracks the
moves of each slot machine,
but for the racetrack casino
to move a machine from

one area to another may -

take weeks to secure
approval, Rimbo said.

The racetrack casino
also pays its gaming tax on
gross gaming revenues, not
on net like most business-
es, he said. With 26 percent
going to the state and 20
percent to the horsemen,

the business must pay all of

its expenses out of the

remaining 53,75 percent,
he gaid. Employees payroll
and benefits account for
$5.3 million annually.

The five racetracks and
casinos in New Mexico paid
the state $64,1 million in
taxes for 2,600 gaming
machines compared to 14
tribes that paid the state
$64.8 million for more than
20,000 machines, he said.

“So we went to the state
and asked for a tiered tax,”
that would charge casinos
in small markets less,
increasing the percentage
based on the amount of rev-
enue generated. But the
effort stalled each time,
passing the House of
Representatives, but bog-
ging down in the Senate
Finance Committee. - .

They were told to ask
the voters to approve a
3/16th of a cent business
retention gross receipts tax
to show support for the
racetrack and . casino,

which they did. The casino,

can benefit up to a maxi-
mum of $750,000 annually
for five years.

“Our taxes this year will
be $1.9 million,” Rimbo
said. “It is a tax burden off-
set, not a reimbursement.”

In return, the business
reinvested $2.2 million in
capital improvements at
the track and casino over
the last two years, includ-
ing buying newer and more
slot machines, resurfacing
the track, improving sig-
nage and installing Turf
Club carpeting. Marketing
and promotion investment
increased 35 percent in
2011, according to a sum-
mary sheet.

The 2011 season saw
vigitors increase by 2.2 per-

R.D. Hubbard, back, left, owner of Ruidoso Downs Race Track and Casmo hstens toa presentanon by

Hubbard thanks voters, anSwers questlons

track President Bruce Rimbo to the Lincoln County Commlsslon

cent over the prevmus year
to nearly 250,000, gaming
revenues were up 9.5 per-
cent and the in-geason pari-
mutuel liandle was up 7.1
percent with a 10.6. per-
cent increase in other in-
seasbn revenue.

Of those visiting, 74 per
cent fwere from- outof state
and 82. percent of attendees
said they visited Rmdoso
four to six times a sea
the data showed, %%

The increased business
and capital improvements
resulted in a minimum of
$673,000 in increased taxes
and purses back to the
state and community,
Rimbo said.

Despite the 2008 flood
on the Rio Ruidoso and a
2010 hard and prolonged
freeze, the racetrack and
casino cut its losses in half,
because of the help from
the business retention tax,
he said.

“I think in a couple of

,{- 3

years we will bi in, the

black and e w111 ntinue

gis:
lature to get a. t1ered tax 50
the track can stay and jobs

can stay,” Rimbo said. The’
track employs 437 people,
not counting those working
in the barns, such as train-

ers’ g.nd@grmmers

“I" want to perso'nallyfv

3t mé’;qs for 'p

)tn

said, “Our intention is for
the track to stay forever.
Mr. Hubbard has invested
a lot of money over the
years .... The state needs to
step up and participate
more.”

Commigsioner Kathryn
Minter said if 'she was los-
ing $70,000 a year, she
wouldn't stay. “I just don’t

think others should pay,”

she said, pointing to a 15
percent poverty level. “It
used to be the tourists sup-
ported us, I don't think we

Join us Thanksgiving Day,
- November 24th fora @&
~Thanksgiving Day Buffet! i
Cree Meadows Countr Yy |
301 Country Club Drive, Ruidos

11:30 - 2:30 Seatings
$20.95 Adults 11 yrs and older.
$10. 95 Cfizﬁfren 5-10 Y¥s

Oven Roaste'd Turkey
Honey-Glazed Ham

Cranberry Sauce
Cornbread Dressing
Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy

Sweet Polatoes

Asparagus w/Hollandaise Scuce

Glazed Carrots
Dinner Rolis

Green Salad
Pasta Salad
Broccoli Salad
Apple Salad
Jello Salad
Fruit Salad

Pecan Pumpkin Cake
Pumpkin Pie w/Whip Cream

' should support the tourléts. i

-area and never stop at the
" track she contended.

businesses are strugghngl
- ‘and she cannot put bne e
‘ yart« . before the others. - ' ;‘:i
ith*"iis,” Rimbo

Isee gambhng as cannibal-
istic.”
Many people come to the

cg.nve-_ k2ol

“Commissioner Jackie
Powell said she appreuated
the report and making the -
data public. But a lot: of !

' Comimission’ Ohamhan
Eileen Sedillo said surely
Hubbard was aware of the -
taxes before the casino Was ‘
built.

Rimbo responded that
they thought they would be -
competing against one casi-
no. “We didn't think they °
could put in a second one,”
he said. “The taxes also
were increased after we
started.”

Since the tribe’s taxes
are tiered, why not do the
same for small market casi-
nos, he asked.

Club

o0 NM
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Forest officials urge residents to prepare for fire season-

DiIANNE STALLINGS
__dstallings@rusdosonerws.com

. A dry year with no
relief in sight spells disas-
ter for the health of trees
trying to fight off the
attack of bark beetles and
means more work lies

ghead for land owners and

Community Rural
Forester Mike Caggiano.

- He  oversees
Wildland Urban Interface
program  that " helps
landowners thin the num-
her of trees on their prop-
erty and he wants to
spread the word about the
program, because funding
is available.

» The La Nifia conditions
in the Pacific Ocean that
result in less precipitation
for Southeast New Mexico
contributed significantly
tb two large fires earlier
in the year, the White and
the Donaldson fires,
which burned more than
110,000 acres combined,
said Laura Doth, who is
involved with the South
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the

Resource
Conservation and
Development  District,
which participates in pro-
viding the rural communi-
ty forester for the area,
The drought is expected to
continue for another sea-
son, aggravating ftree
mortality and severe w11d
fires.

“Next year's wildfire
season is’ rapidly
approaching and . we
would like to get the word
out that financial and
technical assistance are
availablefor the residents
of Lincoln County,” she
said.

“It is important that
landowners thin (the den-
sity of trees on) their
property and create defen-
sible space around their
homes and out-buildings
by cutting grasses, remov-
ing brush, cleaning gut-

Central

ters of pine needles” and

by removing trees close to
the house and cutting all
lower tree branches,
Caggiano said. With the

800am fo?OOpm

" st areat Ilemsaliun

arealerrmes for One Ilav Oyl
mneswnlleslast

financial and technical
help provided, residents
can mimic the role fire

_ historically played in the

ecosystem by treating and
removing fuels that can
contribute to wildfires, he
said.

‘The cost share program
reimburses landowners
up to 70 petrcent of the
cost to thin their property.
The program -adheres to
the state's best forestry
management practices
and aims to keep the
biggest and healthiest
trees, while removing the

-dead, dying, diseased, and

overcrowded trees. The
forester helps select the
trees to go.

“What results is a
healthy, resilient, aes-
thetically pleasing forest
that is less susceptible to
catastlophlc wildfire,” he
said. - An  aesthetic
improvement also occurs,
creating park-like condi-
tions with the forest floor
covered in grass and wild-
flowers, instead of being

IN CAPITAN

116 Smokey Bear Blvd.

Mon-Sat.

'7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.wm.

Sunday

clogged with underbrush,
he said.

The SCMRDC District
administers money from
the  state  Forestry
Division and from Lincoln
County to be used for haz-
ardous fuel reduction
work, Doth said. “This
money is available to all
Lincoln County landown-
ers who qualify for the
program largely based on
tree density, with the
exception of Ruidoso that
has a separate grant for
property within the vil-
lage.”

Bug activity

Caggiano said with the
drought conditions, he’s
seeirig increased tree mor-
tality and bug activity.

“The trees normally
defend themselves from
beetle attacks by encapsu-
lating the beetles that
bore into the tree with
pitch and then they expel
them out of the same bore
hole the beetle entered
from,” he said. “What we
are seeing in the forest is
that the trees are unable
to produce the pitch
required for their defense,
because they are not get-
ting enough water to pro-
duce the pitch. We expect
to  continue to see
increased tree mortality,
which will be compounded

" with the wildfire threat.

“Landowners can pro-
tect their trees by remov-
ing the unhealthy ones
which will free up water
and resources for those
trees that remain, allow-
ing them a fighting
chance to survive the
drought and insect
attacks, similar to weed-
ing a garden. Addit-
ionally, if they do. not
remove dead and over-
crowded trees, they are
allowing an

on their property, which
sets the stage for a poten-
tially devastating wild-

The cost sharing process
An overview of how the cost sharing process works
was provided by Rural Community Forester Mike
Caggiano with the Southcentral Mountain Resource
Conservation and Development District. 1
A landowner calls the District or the State Forestry |,
forester about the program. The forester sets up-
appointment for an initial site visit and during the §;
visit discusses program details, determines if the .|
property qualifies for the program, determines if it is
a good match for the landowner and comes up with a |-
treatment plan.
Tf the project looks like a match, the landowner fills - |
out an application and submits it to the forester, who :
veserves money for the project and will notify -
landowner when enough dollars are available. i
The landowner solicits several quotes, selects a |
contractor and notifies the forester which contractor .
was selected and about the expected cost. The |
Jandowner also is responsible for flagging the treat-
ment area and establishing the property boundary. . |
The forester returns to the flagged treatment area
and ‘marks the trees that are not to be cut, because |,
ugually more will be cut than not. He notifies the "|.
landowner when the task is complete. The landowner |-
tells the contractor to begin and the contr: actor setsa |
‘date for the tree thinning. i
The forester inspects the pr OJect in progress to .
catch any problems, and then again when it is com-
pleted and he is called for a final ingpection. Any five-
wood/logs left on property must be neatly stacked. )
‘When the project passes the final inspection, the T
forester will notify the Iandowner, who then pays the
contractor. The landowner supplies a copy of the con- -
tractoi’s invoice to the forester, who processes the .
reimbursement that should arrive by mail within four
to five weeks.
Project money needs to be spent in a reasonablev
amount of time or it will be returned to the funding- |
* pool to be spent elsewhere. Not all projects follow the -
exact process sequentially. Questions about, the cost<
" share program or the thinning project should be
directed to the forester. The cost shate program can-
not reimburse landowners retroactlvely for thinning
efforts. 1.
For,more information, write the county forester at |

1789 or e-mail mcaggiano@SCMRCD‘org.

P.0. Box 457 Carrizozo, NM 88301, or call 575-937- |

‘ unsafe
amount of fuel to remain

fire. The conditions we
currently see are very
likely to get worse before
getting better.”
Caggiano emphasized
that. the SCMRCD and
state Forestry try to
administer the program
by. - accommodatmg

‘Tandowner objectives as
" much as possible while
~accomplishing the main
goals of the program, -

'

1789

which are reducing fire
risk and improving forest
health. Reducing the risks
of wildfire on prlvate;,
property contributes tg"
the safety of the commus,
nity, he said. &

For more 1nformat10n;,
write the county forestep

- at P.0. Box 457 Camzozor‘ﬂ

NM 88301, or call 575- 937ﬂ
S oor e maif b
mcagglano@SCMRCD org.s
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Village officials push chimney, fire pit safety:

DIANNE STALLINGS
dstallings@ruidosonews,com

[ T

' With drought condi-
tions forecast to continue
in  Ruidoso, chimney
1:naintenance, including
being equipped with
spark arrestors, could pre-
vent devastating fires in
the community.

' Councilor Gloria
Sayers asked Interim Fire
Chief Harlan Vincent if
village fire codes require
ﬁre extinguishers in
homes with fireplaces.
“Although we do not man-
date fire extinguishers,
we recommend them,” he
gaid. .

. Vincent said a one-
fourth inch screen spark
arrestor is required for
chimneys in village ordi-
nances and new housing
construction follows the

code, but enforcement for
existing houses is spotty.

“Many citizens who
notice chimneys without
arrestors turn in a home,”
he said. “There are sever-
al places on Sudderth
Drive. We found an elder-
ly woman and helped her
out. We put her in touch
with (a fire place busi-
ness) and they installed a
cap per code.” ‘

“How about chimney
cleaning?” Sayers asked.,

Vincent said a few ser-
vices operate in the area
and The Stove and Spa
Store sells a chemical that
can be added once a fire is
burning well and it dis-
solves the creosote that
builds up inside the chim-
ney.

“I personally use it,” he
said.

Vincent said he and

Police Chief Joe Magill

_are working on communi-

ty mapping to identify
trigger points for evacua-
tion. When a fire reached
a location trigger, evacua-
tion will be automatically
executed. He’s seeking
input from councilors and
administration officials,
Vincent said.

“With our water situa-
tion,” Sayers said in refer-
ence to low reserves, should
outside fires be allowed in
town? “Our fire situation is
not getting any better.”

“People want camp-
fires,” Vincent said. “They
come to visit in the woods
and mountains and they
want to sit outside around
a campfire.”

A $50 a year permit is
needed and will cover an
Underwriters Labo-
ratories-rated fire pit with

a 36-inch diameter and at
least 36 inches deep, if a
water source is nearby, he
said, However, once the vil-
lage moves to Level 2 Fire
Restrictions, all outside
burning is prohibited,
Users still must be careful
of sparks and that pine
needles are cleared from
the area.

“A lot ‘of the campfire
calls were received involv-
ing short-term rentals,” he
said. “They just put some
wood together on the
ground and light it up.”

When firefighters
arrive, often they will
standby while a group fin-
ishes cooking hot dogs or
whatever is on a grill and
then put out the fire prop-
erly. “We receive two or
three calls a day” at times,
Vincent said.

Better to get the word

out about fire pits, he said.

Fire levels

The village currently is
listed on its website as in
Level 1 fire restrictions,
which means commercial
fire pits are approved foruse;
outdoor cooking is approved
on all types of appliances,
including charcoal; non-com-
mercial fire pits, campfires
and/or fireworks are not
allowed within the village
unless specifically permitted
by the fire marshal; and cita-
tions will be issued for
improperly discarding ciga-
rettes.

Under Level 2 restric-
tions, no charcoal briquettes
or commercial five pits are to
be used on any public or pri-
vate property; UL/FM
approved gas grills are
allowed; no outside smoking

on public or private property
is allowed unless in areas
specifically permitted by the
Fire Marshal; smoking is:
allowed within closed vehi-:
cles or in-doors only; and
campfires and fireworks are”
not permitted, Citations will*
be issued, no exceptions and®
no warnings o
Under Level 3 fire restric'<
tions, no charcoal briquettes
or outdoor burning stoves’
are allowed on any public or*
private property; no gag*
grills are allowed except on'
an open deck or patio, of
located in an open structure-
such as a gazebo, or located.
on a paved or gravel area at:
least 10 feet in diameter, or a
permanently installed grill:
No outdoor smoking is*
allowed on public or private’
property, fireworks aret
restricted by state law and.
no campfires are allowed. -

'
(V)

Downs citizen: No council business is ‘good’ for the city

JM KALVELAGE

: jkalvelage@ruidosonews.com
]

i

! No business by the Ruidoso
Downs City Council is good busi-
ness. That was the contention of
éity resident Wayne Williams,
who has been critical of munici-
pal spending.

' Monday evening he told coun-
dilors that they need to pat them-
gelves on the back.

i “The last three or four meet-
ings that T've been to, apparently
you haven't been doing any busi-
nesses, which is good,” Williams
said, “If you're not doing any busi-
ness youre not spending any

Our pledge:

money.

“The last meeting, I didn’t
even stay for because there was
only one item on there, The one
before that, there was one item.
And this one here, I think the last
two weeks you’ve managed to pay
some hills to the (waste)water

treatment plant and possibly for-

give a water bill’s penalties.”
Councilors approved paying the
city’s 15 percent share of the
regional wastewater treatment
plant’s operating expenses after a
modification on the amount billed
by plant partner, the village of
Ruidoso. The village, which oper-
ates the plant, originally had billed

doctor about our advanced cancer care. Or visit ENMMC.com.

the city $28,272.75 as 15 percent of
the September operation costs,
along with $4,240.91 for 15 percent
of the capital reserve requirements.
A corrected invoice reduced
Ruidoso Downs’ operating expense
to $19,100.70, and the capital
reserve amount to $2,865.11

Councilors  also  forgave
$11,768.20 in penalties for a resi-
dent who has been without munic-
ipal utilities.

“This is for an’ account where

the services were turned off back in ,

May,” said Terri Mosley, the city’s
finance director. “We're asking to
extend the amnesty program for
this customer. He wasn’t able to

come up with the full amount for
the bills that he owed at that time.
But he came in a couple of weeks
ago and has the money now avail-
able. So we'd like to forgive the
penalty.” .
The customer had an outstand-
ing balance of $13,392.34. Without
the penalties, the amount for ser-
vices is $1,624.14. ,
Earlier this year the city had
an amnesty program in place
that waived penalties when cus-
tomers paid their past due

water, sewer and trash
amounts.
Williams said maybe the city is

doing something right.

“T haven’t figured out what it is
because Pm not hearing anything
from this outfit. I know you guys
have been real tired of me coming
up here every week. And Il tell you
what. You're not any more tired of
it than I am being here. If you want
to get rid of me it's real simple. And
that's stop spending all this waste,
all this damn money, and start
doing your jobs and Tl be more
than happy to stay home, And this_
ain't doing your job. I know you had2
more business in the last twi?
weeks than this.” 1

Williams questioned if somé;
business is being done “behind
closed doors.” .

Il

cancer care as personalized
as it is advanced.

Cancer isn't the same in any two people. So we offer a range of powerful options to fight it. In fact, we were the first in the
state to provide combined IGRT and IMRT technology. Together, they help deliver radiation so precise, it can mean fewer
side effects, fewer treatments and better results. Offering this level of care nearby makes treatment a little easier on patients
and families. It's part of our pledge to continue moving medical care forward in southeastern New Mexico. Talk with your

EASTERN NEW MEXICO

MEDICAL CENTER
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shirts for student sales this
school year, T-shirts for
peer ‘mediators, and T-
shirts for student fundrais-
ing,

“The $1,901.25 billed to
the high school was for
shirt sales for an Oct. 4 Dig
Pink, something called Guy
tee, hats for a. team
fundralser, and team T-
shirts. ’

“It came to our attention

when the last PO (purchase -

order) came in;”- schools’
Supenntendent Bea Etta
Harris said of the purchas-
es. “So'we went back in our
history and we've done this
before several years ago.
There 'was an example
when 'we did this with a
business. The same thing.
And that's one reason the
law requires that every

“transparent,”

employee sign a conflict of
interest statement which
were a little late on this
year.” v

John and Andrea
Pacheco each signed a

staff conflict of interest

statement. The state-
ments are dated Oct. 31,
2011, .

School board President
Devin Marshall said keep-
ing things honest is the
reason for the procure-
ment law,

“In my opinion, thls is
being very open and
Marshall
said. “I think what Mr.

‘Temple pointed out is that

we need to be fair and
equitable to every vendor.
So if we Keep that in the
forefront, that’s what
we're supposed to be doing
as a district.

“And I really think that
this coach, my sen is one of
his “wrestlers, is -really

_amazing. And I would-like

to see our teachers and our
staff encouraged. And I
would like to see them
given some ‘attaboys.”’ And
so, I personally feel like
this is a really nice way to
say, ‘We appreciate you.”

But Marshall quickly
added that she agreed with
Temple.

“We really need to be
certain that we do things
equitably. And I commend
you. You saw what we had
done and you're making it
right.”

Temple said there are
other businesses in town
that produce pmnted T-
shirts.

“With an employee
working for the district
you'have an automatic in
right there on the bid,” he
said.

The owner of Noisy
Water Artwear, which
does screen printing and
embroidery in Ruidoso,
said he would “absolutely”

‘“With an employee
working for the district

you have an automatic in

rigiit there on the bid.”

Curt Tem

Ruidoso Municipal School Board

screening in Ruidoso
and  wondered . if
Design-A-Tee may just
be a jobber using a non-
local shop’s catalog. Tle
said he would contact
ple  school district officials
to indicate his interest.

like to get some of the
school district’s business.

“We'd like very, very
much to bid the school’s
work,” owner Tom Dorgan
said. “I've never been
asked.”

Dorgan said he pur-
chased the embroidery

and silk sereening compa-
1y in January. ,
“They don’t know

because they've never
asked,” Dorgan said of the
competitiveness of the
prices the schools are now
paying. “They’re just spec-
ulating.”

Dorgan said he was
unaware of another compa-

If a purchase order is
more than $5,000, the dis-
trict is required to seek
bids.

“And there was one
there that was over
$7,000,” Temple noted of an
October payment to John
Pacheco. “I didnt know if
there was a bid or not. I'd
like to know if that was bid
Ou ")

On Monday, Temple
said he was informed there
had not been a bid process
for what became an Oct, 25
disbursement for $7,987 to
John Pacheco.

Education board mem-
bers Marshall, Kerry
Gladden and Rhonda

waiver. Temple and Cecilz
Davis opposed allowing™
Pacheco to be part of the

upcoming bid process.

The resolution that.
approved the waiver stated: .
that there would be no bias-
or favoritism in the bid
process and that Design-A-
Tee’s bid would be conmd f
ered on the same basis as.]
other bids, ;

“John and Andrea
Pacheco’s participation in.-
the procurement of the dis-
trict’s contract is in the dis+ :»
trict’s best interest,” the
resolution stated.

It went on to say,,.
“Without such participa-,.
tion, procurement of the.:
service might not be obtain-
able at competitive costs; -
and higher costs might be -
incurred. Such participa- ..
tion will allow the district
to obtain such products
locally at reasonable and:,,
competitive pmces from a.;
reliable source.” L

R4
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adopting a building ordinance
first. Commissioner Tom Battin
said he too was concerned that
advertising for offers might be pre-
mature without an ordinance.
Morel said the county essen-
tially will adopt state building
codes and an ordinance could spec-
ify the service be provided by

. either employees or by contract.

your inclination,” he said. q prefer

_we start with an ordinance. I need

to revise (the one already written),
depending on whether you go with
an independent eontractor or an
employee.”

Commission Chairman Eileen
Sedillo said the informal consensus
appears to favor a contract
arrangement, But Commissioner
Kathryn Minter said her decision
will depend on the figures she sees
and in any bidding situation, some-
one.expends money and doesn’t get
the contract. Company officials

- know that going in, she said.

Temple said the request for pro-

Temple said the county would
not be able to dictate what the com-
pany charges.

However, if the company uses
the county sub-office in Ruidoso, it
would have to pay rent and utili-
ties.

Doth sald even after receiving

- the proposals, “We're nat bound

legally to go forward. We could
decide not to, It’s in the law.”
Minter said, “Let's make that

ny doing embroidery or silk = Vincent voted to grant the
 posals is written for-a company to  information that will help us make
provide the service and possibly the decision.”
help put together an ordinance as Doth offered the motion for
part of extra start-up duties. approval, but withdrew it when

Sedillo said she’d like to review
the cost figures put togetlier by
Temple a few months ago.

The item to issue an RFP was
tabled, but brought up later in
the commission meeting and
approved after Temple retrieved
the report.

He said if the operation was
under the county, two employees
would be needed, one at the office
and one in the field :

The start up cost would be about

$46,000 and the annual cost about :
$264,000, including the planning .
department and code enforcement,, .,
I building permits covered the ..
expense, the planning depart-
ment’s $135,000 budget then could -

be returned to the county’s general ..

fund, which now supports the
department
He figured $115,000 would
cover two employees’ wages and;,
benefits, cas
Commissioners emphasized .,
that they don’t consider building -

inspections a moneymaker, it is..-
more a matter of service to resi- ~

dents outside mumicipalities.

‘Tt would be helpful to know

clear in the RFFs that it's their
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injuries he suffered when
his motoreycle hit a deer on
Highway 70 on Oct. 12.

*Vance said he went to
check on Santana, who will
be three years old Friday,
to' see if he was covered up
in bed.

-“That’s when I saw the
flames,” he said.

The escape

" Vance said the flames
were clearly visible on the
second floor, where the
family lived.

“I called Gabhy, ‘Let’s
go. Let’'s go. Let’s go,”
Vance said. “I was in such
a panic, I didn’t grab her.”

‘Mike, who had grabbed
Santana, Angel and
McIntosh got out of the
house, then realized
Gabriel was not with
them.

. “1 started yelling for
hér,” Vance said. “That’s
when I ran back inside
and ran into Brandon
with Gabby.”

-McIntosh had run back
upsta1rs to the second
floor to get Gabriel.

““He was back in before
I realized it,” Vance said.
" “T was afraid the whole
time that the smoke
would choke me out and I
wouldn’t make it out,”
Melntosh said. “So I held
my breath and went to the
ground. She was just sit-
ting up when I got to her.”
" With Gabriel tucked
under his arm, McIntosh
said he crawled back
toward the front door to
escape the flames.

““When I ran back in
there for her it was like
tunnel vision,” McIntosh

said. “It was like nothing -

else was there but smoke
and Gabby,” McIntosh
said. .
+ Getting to Gabriel, how-
ever, wasn't as tough as
getting back out with her.
“It got twice as intense
when I got to her,”
McIntosh said. “Something
gave way or something.”

| ' “That was bravery,” act-
mg Ruidoso Fire Chief
Harlan Vincent  said
Tyesday. “He did a great
job and I am proud of him.”

- back

Fate

MeclIntosh said he went
into6 the house
because he was the only
one fully clothed,

‘T had just fell asleep in
the recliner fully clothed,”
Brandon MeIntosh said.

MecIntosh said he was in
the recliner, upstairs,
watching television
because he couldn't sleep.

“T had a lot on my mind
about Tom’s (Martin) bene-
fit,” McIntosh said. “I
remember getting frustrat-
ed about not being able to
fall asleep. About 15 min-
utes prior to that whole

‘ thing I started to doze off.”

“Luckily he wasn't
downstairs,” Vance said.

Were it not for the
memorial service for
Tommy Martin, a promi-
nent local musician who
was know to help members
of the community, later
that day, McIntosh said
would not have been in
Ruidoso at all. He had
moved to Modesto, Calif,
three months earlier

because he couldn’t find

work here as an electrician,

‘I came over here Oct.
17, the day Tom died,”
MecIntosh said. “I stayed
here because of the benefit.
I wanted to be part of that
and show everyone what
Tom had taught me.”

“We were practicing for
the benefit that night”
Mike Vance said. “We were
going to play our five
songs.”

McIntosh played a bor-
rowed guitar at the Tommy
Martin benefit Saturday
afternoon. His and Vance's
five guitars burned in the
fire.

“That’s  materialistic
things,” Vance said. “We
didn’t run back in to get the
guitars, we ran back in to
get the baby.”

Aftermath

After getting Gabriel out
of the house, Vance and

MecIntosh went to wake up

the neighbors.

“The trees were on fire
and I knew that if one of
those trees fell it would set
the neighbors house on
fire,” Vance said.

The Ruidoso Fire
Department had the blaze

Angel, Gabriel, Michael and Santana Vance with Brandon Mcintosh at Walmart Monday evening. They all met to shop for clothes to

replace what burned in the house fire Saturday.

extinguished at 5:30 a.m.
“The first arriving
units were on the scene in
three minutes after being
dispatched,” Vincent said.
“That’s rapid.”. ‘
Vincent said some peo-
ple have questioned why
the units did not arrive

- sooner. The house was

fully enguifed in flames
and the trees were on fire
when they arrived.

“They opened some

. deck guns on it and got it

cooled down,” Vincent
said.

Vincent said he had not
had a chance to meet
Mclntosh yet.

“Yes, that was danger-
ous but a great job,”
Vincent said. “When
something like that hap-
pens and everyone gets out
unscathed, I am all for it.”

Generosity

They were unscathed
but also unclothed and
everythlng they owned
was burning,

Vance contacted the

American Red Cross in
Roswell.

“By about 6 o’clock that
evening (Izaak Guajaca)
contacted me and said he
was at Denny’s,” Mike
Vance said. Guajaca
works for the Red Cross in
Roswell.

_ Vance said the Guajaca

gave them money for
clothes and other essen-
tials and promised them
more for deposits and rent
to help them get estab-
lished.

“It was very nice of the
Red Cross to do that,”
Vance said.

Pinecliff Condomin-
iums Manager Karen
Morris gave the Vance
family a place to stay.

Vance owns ADA Bear
Satellite. Angel Vance
works at First National
Bank.

“Yesterday (Monday)
we had people bringing in
clothes and toys for the
kids and everything,” 1st
National Bank operations
officer Susan Lutterman
said Tuesday morning.

“When she (Angel Vance)
walked in this morning
there were more toys and
clothes that had been
donated.

Lutterman said First
National Bank has a fund
set up by the employees
for bi-weekly donations to
go for disasters like this.
Lutterman said a fund
has been set up at the
bank for anyone who
wants to donate to the
Vance family.

“Everyone is always so
generous when something
like  this  happens,”
Lutterman said. “That’s
what is so great about liv-
‘ing in a small community
like Ruidogo.”

Fate, part 11

McIntosh met the
Vance family at Walmart
Monday afternoon. The
Red Cross had given
Vance. money to buy
MecIntosh clothes.

“We can get you some
work clothes and hboots
and things like that,”

/RUIDOSO NEVIS -

ox

woa

told -

e

Mike
MecIntosh.
Mcintosh needs work »
clothes because he has the:+
job he couldnt find three
months earlier. He is~
working for Custom Cr. aft s
Electric, <
“T just want to thank o
everyone,” Vance said.
There are going to be
more people to thank. :
“We are getting two !
storage units for the fami- |
ly so people can donate !
household goods and they :

Vance

will have a place to store -
them until they find a
place to live,” Cynthia
Marie Kerbs, of Cabin
Watch, said.
Anyone wishing to |
donate furniture or house-
hold items can call Kerbs
at Cabin Watch, 575-937-
9366, or Rocky Hancock,
Cutting FEdge Con-
struction, 575-937-3219.
Vincent said the fire |
marshall is calling the |
cause of the fire “undeter-
mined” because the fire
burned so hot it destroyed
the evidence of its origin.
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Goes everywhere contest

= Take the paper that goes everywhere on
£ > your travels and you could win *$1,000 from
e LongCoat Fine Art, $1,000 from Tanner
= Traditions, and a Tempur-Pedic Cloud, Queen
Size Mattress Set Valued at $2,000 or $2,000
in Store credit towards any bed any size from

Cloud Nine.
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Associate Golf Membership - 1 year Unlimited
Golf Greens fees and 24 Cart Fees from Cree
Meadows Country Club, Valued at over $2,500
(*No Cash Value See Sponsors for restrictions).

624 Sudderth, Ruidoso, NM 88345
(576) 267-8675 « www.tannertradition.com

LongCoat'
Fine Art

2825 Sudderth, Suite E,

Ruidoso, NM 88345
(575) 257-9102 www.longcoatfineart.com
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Television show looks at
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- Telev1s1on show and
‘magazme article

‘l
1Al
T2

¢ DIANNE STALLINGS
& dstalling@ruidosonews.com

"
&

< Replesentatlves of a
new television series seem
4;0 be interested in featur-
gng Ruidoso as a prime

*“place to live and play.
% Marla Lewis, executive

director of the Ruidoso
Chamber  of
Lommerce, briefed village
'eouncﬂors and the mayor
Tuesday about “Today in
,Amenca " hosted by sports
gommentator and former
Pittsburgh  Steelers quar-
terback Terry Bradshaw.

% Five-minute segments
focus on the best places to

' ;hve, work and play. Lewis

‘$8.ld she was researching
;the show’s website to learn
fmore about the production
#nd that Fayetteville, Ark.,
already was featured. She
;E)lans to call that city’s offi-
mals to see what they
;ecelved for the segment,
because some cost is
‘j;lvolved.

» She passed along a
ipacket of information about
the show sent to the cham-
ber and an e-mail link, She
Evaill be speaking to the
senior producer about the
dscheduling fee” to deter-
inine the exact cost, Lewis
Baid.

i Accordjng to Lewis, the

‘SToday in America” seg-

ment would appear on the

‘ 'FOX Business Network

‘and would run 19 times on

CNN Headline News.
Other networks also might
piek it up, including Home
and Garden TV, Versus,
the Food Channel, FOX

-Sports and the Travel

Channel, she said.

A live stream would
appear on the Internet,
Lewis said. ,

The arrangement
sounds almost identical to
a package deal pitched to a

~ former village council when

Lorri McKnight was village
manager.

After looking into the
benefits and cost, that
council rejected the deal,

McKnight said Thursday. .

McKnight moved from vil-
lage finance director to
manager ' in November
2002 and stayed until
November 2005.

“Are you asking now for
permission to explore this?”
Councilor Ron Hardeman
asked Lewis.

“At this time (that’s all);”
she said. “They haven’t
approved us yet. We will
find out more in a confer-
ence call (Wednesday).” .

“Come back with the
cost and some ideas,”
Hardeman said.

A check of the “Today in
America” website revealed
that the format is in direct
contrast to “shock televi-
sion and outrageous reality
shows.”

“Today in America’
stands apart from this fad
and plunges into. the heart
of mainstream America.
“Today in America’ was the
brainchild of producers
who always hoped to create

(:rossmq lncatm
Onen Ilnuses on
November 28th,
29th and 30th!

e e ey

, Great Giveaways,
Snacks and

Refreshments!

¥ [EFIRIE

| &
- MEMBER TDIC

. genre....that’s

Ruldoso for inspiration

exceptional stories on
unique - individuals and
businesses. Created exclu-
sively for Terry Bradshaw
to host, Today in America’
appeals to a broad audi-
ence. It captures the era of
the changing economic
times and digs into the

knowledge and passion of.

each of its Featured

Guests.”

SOCCERBALLPUPS =

Not exclusive to any one | -

field, the show blends busi-
ness news stories, lifestyle
features and interviews
with doctors, scientists,
inventors, business owners,

philanthropists and news-"

makers from a variety of
industries, according to the
website.

“Today in America is the
first show of _ its
geared
towards the -educated,
affluent viewer. Based on
viewer feedback, the show
has spawned interest,
inquiries and practical
applications.”

Mayor Ray Alborn said
he also was contacted by a
freelance writer doing an
article on Ruidoso as a
great place to retire.

“He’s a local guy and
writing a magazine article
for a publication called
‘Where to Retire,” Alborn
said. “I don’t know what
kind of circulation it has,
but I noticed several places
in New Mexico with ads in
it like Silver City. It may
stimulate some interest.”

According to the maga-
zine’s website, readership
is more than 500,000 every
issue,

9841 or stop by 430 Gavilan Canyon Road for more information

COURTESY BiLl. HAHALSUN/FDR THE RUIDGSO NEWS

Four of the seven puppies left without a mother in Mescalero when they were a week old after she was
killed by a predator are ready for adoption this week at the Lincoln County Humane Society animal shel-
ter. The owner kept two and one of the foster homes adopted another, They were nicknamed “the soccer
ball puppies,” because they are black and white and looked like a ball when they were tiny. With their
breeding, part Australian shepherd and part Border collie, potential owners should be ready to deal with 2
smart and very energetic dog. They all are females and will be eight weeks old. Call the shelter at 257-
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Ruidoso concludes season
with state playoff loss to
. Albuquerque Academy

MIKE CURRAN
meurtan@ruidosonews.com

Injuries plagued the

Warriors for most of their

6-4 regular season_ and
continued right on into
their 48-21 loss at
Albuquerque  Academy
Saturday in the ' first
round of state playoffs.

" Midway through the
game, six players were
sidelined = who  were
responsible for seven
starting positions on
offense and defense.

As a whole, the team
showed resiliency
throughout the year. After

suffering a disappointing
four-point - loss . at
Lovington, 48-44, the
Warriors came back and

trounced Portales, 33-19,

at home.

In Saturday’s game, the
Chargers went out on top,
8-0, in the first quarter
but Ruidoso scon tied it up
at the 7:21 mark on a
Tanner Chavez six-pointer
and a two-point conver-
sion.

At the end of the first
period of play, it was
Albuquerque Academy,
22, and Ruidoso, 8. By

PAGE lB‘:

TAYHE HOLLAND/FOR THE RUIDOSO g
See RHS, page 2B Devon Garr bursts through the Albuquerque Academy line in Ruidoso’s season-ending 48-21 loss in the state playoffs.

Carrizozo plays volleyball state title game
de Grizalies make school

bzstory with best finish yet
in state playoff games

MIKE CURRAN

meurran@ruidpsonews.com

" Carrizozo had a stellar
year in volleyball, going

" 18°8. heading .into. the

state - playoffs, In
Thursday’s two-games-

.per-match pool play they

defeated’ Quemado, 2-0
(21-10 and 21-16), Victory

Christian, 2-0 (21-9 and

21-14) and split with

Clovis Christian, losing

‘the first game, 21-15, and

winning the second one,
21 1_5 J,L' o iﬂa s

But the Lady Grlzzhes
won the Class-B pool play
for the day by virtue of the
total amount of points
that were scored for and

against them.

In Friday’s games,
Carrizozo again took down
Quemado, 3-0 (25-11, 25-
21 and 25-23) and then
defeated Hondo, 3-0 (25-
10, 25-16 and 25-12).

In Saturday’s champi-

onship . Clags-B matchup, -
‘Elida™~won

in three
straight sets, 25-15, 25-23

and 25-20, at the Santa
Ana Staxr ~Center” 111 Rip-

“Rancho.

“We didn’t play Well in
the first game,” Carrizozo
head coach Pam Allen
said. “But then the girls

played tough in the next
two. It’s a difficult thing to
get to the state tourna-
ment, let alone appear in
the title match. That was
spectacular. And we went
the whole way with no

seniors. Elida has a good

program — it’s classy.”
Allen suited up 12 play-
ers on her roster —. four

_juniors, three sophomores, -
three ‘freshmen . and e

8th-graders.- .

It was the best finish of
any Carrizozo volleyball
team in the history of the
school.

“It was a precedent set-
ter for the team and an
excellent job done by the
girls,” Allen said. “We had
a pgood number of
Carrizozo people on hand
to watch the first two days
and more came to see the
title match.

“Even though we didn’t
win the championship, it
was a personal triumph

 just to'witness the growth -

-of individual development

‘in most of my girls. That

was satisfying and huge to
see. '
“One thing life’s lessons

teach you is — although
it's disappointing not to
finish No. 1, sometimes
the’ journey itself is the
reward. It could teach the
girls, later on, to get back
up and keep going.

‘1 was fortunate to
have had two wonderful
people on my coaching
staff Gina
VanLandingham  and
Porter Gutrell, Three of
‘their. strongest qualities
are honor, loyalty and
intelligence. I’'m optimistic
about our chances next
year.”

Corona volleyball's most excellent adven_ture
A Lincoln County bamlet

realizes prominence and gets
respect from school :ports

Mixe CURRAN

metertan@ruidosonews.com

In the scheme of things,
the modest community of
Corona is sometimes over-
looked when it comes to
high school sports.

Situated in the outer,
northern reaches of Lincoln
County, Corona enjoys a
thriving population of 186
people, according to a 2009
census,

But sometimes, in the
sports world, noticeable
things are achieved by the
lesser known. Take this
year’s version of the 2011
Corona High School’s vol-

leyball team, for instance.
They started the year on
Aug. 22 by beating NMMI
at home 3-1 and netted
three more wins before log-
ing at NMMI on Sept. 12, 3-

2. Who knew at the time it’

would be their last loss in
the regular season?

They would then go on
topost 12 straight victories,
including a 3-2 district
championship win over
Hondo to put a 16-1, 9-0,
geason into the record
books for all to see, now
and forever.,

In the state quarterfi-
nals the Lady Csrdinals
lost to Clovis Christian, 3-

By usmg our layaWay plan ﬂut A7th thm

unn.ﬂith Askan Assoeiatefurnetails. .

0, but for coach Richard

Gage and his athletes, it
was a year -to be remem-
bered.

“This was the
record Corona has had in
my 14 years of coaching
here,” he said. “The second
best record we had was. a
14-7 year.

“I had a team make it to
the regional tournament
once but this is the first
time in 33 years a Corona
volleyball team made it to
the state tournament. And
it was the first time the vol-
leyball team won district.”

Gage donates his time
as a coach, because, as a
member of the school

"board, he cannot accept .

payment for coaching.

See GORONA, page 2B

best -
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The Corona volleyball team went 16-1, 8-0, in the regular season and made the state playoffs for the
first time in 33 years.
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halftime it was 29-8, The
Warriors put up six- and
seven-point scores in the
remaining two quarter to
end up losing by 27,

“The loss hurt because
a couple of injured seniors
wanted to come back and
compete in the state play-
offs had we been able to
continue,” Ruidoso head
coach Kief Johnson said.

“We knew it would be
tough going against the
Chargers because of the
single wing offense they
employed — one of only
two teams I'm aware of
that run that style of
offense (Santa Rosa is the

other).

“We knew we would
have to match them score
for score,

“Albuquerque won the
turnover ratio — they got
three and we got one. We
wanted to play in the

. December state title game

but it wasn’t to be.”

What are dJohnson’s
thoughts about the 2011
Warriors?

“I'm proud of this team
for their hard work for the
entire year, including the

. off-season,” Johnson said.

“They were a great group
of young men to coach.
“This team has dealt
with adversity according-
ly. When _injuries put
some of our players on the
sideline, other members of
the squad kept stepping

up to fill the voids.

“There was .a nice
crowd of people from
Ruidoso on hand in
Albuquerque and the
players appreciated the
fan support.”

- The Warriors will lose
11 seniors from the 2011
foothall squad.

“We have dared this
senior class to be great,”
Johnson said. “I have faith
in them — from their ded-
ication and commitment
to the team this season —
that whatever they chose
to do in life, they could
succeed at that, too,

“They . spent -countless
hours in the weight room
with coach Rel to main-
tain at peak physical fit-
ness for the battles at
hand on the gridiron.”

Among the departing
seniors will be: Armando
Baca — “I'm thankful for
his leadership,” Johnson
said. “I hated to see him
injured and sidelined
against Robertson,”

Clayton Blaylock —
“His heart on the field at
defensive end will be
missed.”

Tanner Chavez — “He
was tenacious on the

defensive line and a power.

runner at fullback.”

Tyler Coleman —
“showed wisdom in the
defensive secondary,”

Denver Corenado —
“This young man perse-
vered and became a need-
ed part of the team.”

Kalama Davis — “A
hard runner and a good
receiver. His speed will be

hard to replace.”

Beto Fernandez — “We
were glad to have him as a
kicker, receiver and run-
ning back.” -

Julian Lopez — “Was a
huge potential playmaker
for us but only had oppor-
tunities for us in scrim-
mage. and in' the
Lovington game because

of injuries.”

Warren McCracken —
“His dominance on the
offensive line will be
remembered as well as his

leadership.”
Nick Secrest — “We're
glad he joined us this year

and stuck with the pro-
gram. He helped to make
us better each and every
week on the scout team.”
Sam Williams —
“We're proud of his work

ethic at the quarterback
spot. He overcame injury
and threw for tons of
yardage.”

Now that the Ruidoso
football season is over,
what are Johnson's
thoughts about his 2012
Warrior team?

“] feel we have some.

good up-and-coming
underclassmen on hand to
compliment next year’s
team and make us com-
petitive,” he said.

“This year’s squad —
both seniors and under-
classmen — have set a
precedent for  other
Warrior teams to follow.
Their hard work and com-
mitment — in the weight
room and on the field —
will be a challenge for
future teams to emulate.”

CORONA
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- “T wasn’t sure how

things would pan out at the
beginning of the season,”
he said. :

“But these girls, one and
all; gave me everything
they had. I consider myself
paid in full. Going to state
was a great experience for

my- athletes and me. We
came out nervous and tight

at state in the Clovis’

match.
‘It was a learning expe-

rience, they did their best .

and we were all thrilled to
be there. A lot of people
from the community came
to Rio Ranch to see the
girls play.

“It was wonderful, for
the people of Corona. It was

big fun this year. This was |

a great group to be
around.”
Going back to Corona’s

“only regular season loss to

NMMI, Gage said, “We just
had an off night. It was our
worst athletic effort of the
year and NMMI stepped up
and took advantage of jt.”.
. Gage had 14 players on
this year's team — two
seniors, three juniors, two
sophomores, three fresh-
men and four 8th-graders.

The proof of this year's
premier team effort is
being rewarded by the New
Mexico Coaches Associa-
tion. Monday, it was
announced four Corona
players were voted All
District — senior Taylor
Huey, junior Kelly Gensler,
junior Allysanne Huey and
8th-grader Hannah Gage.

Two- other girls, senior

- Amanda Mulkey and 8th-

grader Jessica Leibold

received honorable men-
tion,

“They worked hard,”
Gage said. “I nominated all
six of my starters to All
District.

“A. coach cannot vote for
his own players, and so, the
honors these six girls
received came from other
coaches.”

Monday, it was also
announced Huey was voted
on the North/South All

Star team. She is the only
Class-B player to be voted
on the South team. '

‘So what does Gage see
in the future for Corona
volleyball?

“If things go as I plan,,

we should be good for the
next four years,” he said.
“We will lose Taylor Huey
and Mulkey but our JV
team played the same dis-
trict schedule as the
Varsity and went 14-0.”
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Four RHS s nlors from eft, arren McCrac en, Tanner Chavez, Sam Williams and Denver Coronado
come out on the field for the coin toss at the beglnnlng of the state playoff game Saturday with
Albuguerque Academy.

The photos on this page are by Layne Holland
(www.studiolaynephotography.com)/For the Ruidoso News
and are available at the Ruidoso News Media Center at
www.ruidosonews.com. ~
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Freshman wlderecelver Parker Johnson runs the sideline.
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haos in Carrizozo’s council

at meeting cause a big stir over small horses

& ERIK BEARER
& ebearer@ruidosonews.com

Carrizozo’s - appointed
“‘: or, DenmsVega, ﬁrmly

’ .onday exactly who was in
\arge after several resi-
dents began speaking out
regardmg a planning and
zZoning issue.

. “When I put the motion
on the table, the discussion
1s for the councilors only,”
Vega said. “My rule'is, and
is the law, states when I
.have a motion on the table,
it stays that way.”

: Though audience partic-
ipation is encouraged at the
beginning of the agenda,
Chen Cloudt, whose minia-
ture horses that she keeps
‘it her residence and were
the cause of the big uproar,

id her unfamiliarity with
council business was a
large part of the problem. -

v “When I do this, it stays
the way [ want to run these
meetmgs, by law,”. Vega
sald insisting that the time
for public input was over.
Councll members were the
only ones permitted to

Speak after a motion was
made, he gaid.

Ylolauon

Judy Fitz, the newly
appointed zoning adminis-
trator and secretary for the
planning and zoning board,
said that Cloudt was in a
- Residential-1 (R-1) area,

which only allowed cats,
dogs, chickens, and rabbits.

But Cloudt said she
could not understand why
she was being smgled out
and punished for miscom-
. munications on the part of
the town and past planning
and zoning board members,
especially when there is
livestock in many back-
yards throughout town,
often in smaller enclosures.

Cloudt said when she
moved to Carrizozo she

She thd‘aed thgt, séveralj’

3
: planmng add Zonir) ‘mem-
“and
worked on her“' ﬁ?operty}
without; conunéxgmg on the :

bers had ¢ ﬂwhsit,e

horses. v Sy v

“T was not told anythmg‘,
(about a zoning violation).
until May, when JLanef
(Zamora, former chairper-:
son of planning and zoning)
brought the police to my*
house,” she said. )

Fitz said the board
already had met on the’
matter and had extended
“an invitation” to Cloudt to
‘attend the meeting.

Cloudt responded that
she was given a date, but
not a time, which was only.
five days in advance of the;
Oct. 19 meeting, where she:
was told to be there with &'
new application for her:
horses. She was glven,‘
notice via e-mail, :
, Cloudt further said she:
was unable to attend the:
meeting due to her gradu-:
ate school classes, and had'
responded to Vega and Ray*
Dean, a meniber of the
board.

“And Ray (Dean) Was
supposed to talk to you:
about that,” Fitz said, to
which Cloudt responded
that she “was never talked"
to.”

Later in the meeting,
Vega announced that he
had received a resignation
letter from Dean, stepping
down from the planning
and zoning board.

Cloudt said that she had
never filled out an applica-
tion for the board, but had
instead filled out an appli-
cation for a horse permit
and paid her' fees in
December. She hadn’t
heard from the town until
May. _

“And if it gets denied,
you have the right to
appeal it,” Vega said.

If a person appeals a
decision by the council, the

Change of heart

“It’s easier to have her
come up here and talk,”
Culler said after 14 min-
utes of shouting between
Vega and several audience
members that had police
officers taking several steps
towards the podium in
anticipation. “It will be
shorter in the long run, and
with a lot less temper
tantrums.”

Vega assented, rejecting
trustee Lee Gross’ recom-
mendation to simply table
the discussion, and let
Cloudt come to the podium
to speak.

“This has gone on way
too long,” Cloudt said.
“There were a lot of people
involved, and there was a
lot of misinformation.”

After a brief interrup-

tion as Vega attempted to - S
Mayor Dennis Vega engages in an argument with a Carrizozo resident as Margaret LaBelle fills in for
vacationing village clerk Leann Weibrecht.

call the town attorney,
Cloudt continued.

Cloudt said that she was
told by Realtor Patsy
Sanchez that the only
requirement to keep her
horses was ‘to have a cer-
tain amount of land units
per animal, which she was
in compliance.

But sometime during
May, Cloudt said she was
informed by Zamora that
she was zoned in R-1, and
couldn’t keep the horses.

“There are horses on the
west of me, and sheep to
the east,” Cloudt said, con-
fused as to why she was
being singled out.

“T am not going to give
up my kids (horses), that’s
what I call them,” Cloudt
said. “Theys continue to
serve a purpose with one
middle school student. I
have also made arrange-
ments for she and I to take
them to New Horizons
(Developmental Center)
once a week. The planning
and zoning is not asking
me to get rid of a junk car,
they're asking me to give
up a part of my life.

Resolution

“So the discussion and
possible action on Cheri
Cloudt horse compliance, I
will recommend that we
ask her to go to planning
and zoning, we ask her to
file the application with
planning and zoning, and
that it be sent and
reviewed by planning and
zoning, and brought back
to the council with their
recommendation,” Vega
said. “And that we give her
the opportunity that was
misguided, and we apolo-
gize for that.”

“We're going to try and
start with a clean slate,”
Fitz said on Tuesday.

Fitz said the new appli-
cation would be submitted
to'the planning and zoning
board for its next meeting,
during which she would
excuse herself from the
vote.

“We have two new board
members, one.of whom is
chairman,” Fitz said,
adding that they had no

stock on them were rem-
nants of previous agricul-
tural areas, and were get-
ting grandfathered in with
the new zoning.

- “We don’t want to go to
the original landowners

‘and tell them they can't

have animals, but we don’t

. want new ones.” Fitz said.

“We're the bad guys if we
say no, but we want to be
fair to everyone.”

Fitz added that while
the old livestock applica-
tion was only one page and
had few details, a new
application would be going
out, which had many more
details, including shelter,
space, and zoning reguire-
ments.

“We are going to be
proactive in sending out
these letters,” Fitz said,
expecting to see numerous
letters being sent to live-
stock owners to verify their
compliance.

# Cloudt said that since
the meeting she had e-
mailed Fitz, requesting to

ERIK BEAHERIHUIDOSD NEW

during the meeting includ-
ed the election resolution,
in English and Spanish,
which would have two
trustees for four-year
terms, one for a two-year
term, and a judge for a
four-year term.

Voting is to be held at
the Carrizozo municipal
building, located at 400 9th

‘Street. Early voting will

run from Feb. 15 to Mar. 2,
and candidates wishing to
run for office must register
with the County Clerk by
Feb. 7.

Additional planning and
zoning regulations on signs
along the highway were
pagsed;eoinplying - with.
Department of
Transportation  regula-
tions; Fitz said.

The new applications,
along with requirements
for slgng,, will be available

g
help from other agencies

went to city hall to inquire issue goes back to the plan- . “If I need to file for a previous knowledge of the be on the next planning and some investigative
about permits to keep'her ning and zoning board, variance, I am more than situation and could vote and zoning meeting. work, there had been no
two miniature horses on which will then present it willing to do so, but Ineed without bias. Other business reports of burglary through
about two acres. again to the council. an option.” Fitz said that many of October, following a rash of
She said she was told to the residences with live- Additional items passed home break-ins.
Q' fter retirement, Fermin 1947, start of the folk
S, Montes, former - dance group known today -
i of throughout the state and
Hondo Schools wrote a book, beyond as the Hondo
“Dreams CanBecomea Fiesta Dancers.
ity.” He begins his story by
The subject of his first  telling about the history of
chapter was Hondo | schools in Lincoln County.,
Schools and the obstacles “The year 1891 was
that had to be overcome. supposedly the beginning
He told of the rewards of education in Territorial R B
reaped from the combined =~ New Mexico. Prior to 1891 T ——
efforts of many people, all ~ many attempts had been POLLY E. CHAVEZ -
of whom were determined  made to provide some type ) :
to do something to improve  of education for those who Histo rica, / P Sl !
the educational endeavors ~ wanted it. After 1891 peo- Potvorrri pouve mmvsz/ron THE RUIDDSO NEWS
of those who would pave ple felt that real progress 77 Honde schools proudly display the home of their renowned Fiesta Dancers.
the way for the successful ~ had been made as they Legislature gave the coun-  year high school in 1921, high school instruction in
events which took place tied to provide education their efforts in providing ties the right to establish ~ with an enrollment of 18.  Hondo.”
through 1948. for the masses. _ some type of schooling for ~ high schools. The ADA for 1925 was 20; In 1935, the Hondo
The majority of his book To those early educators their boys and girls,” The first county high Beginning in 1922, High School, together with
is dedicated to the fall of we owe a great deal for Montes notes in his school established in Lincoln had a three-year the elementary school,
book that it may be of - Lincoln County was high school until the close ~ became an independent
interest to the people of opened in Capitan in 1912  of the 1930-31 school term, school district.
Lincoln County to know with 12 students, This was  when ADA had dropped to The Hondo Fiesta
that it was 1909 when the ~ known as the Lincoln rine. After this term, the Dancers first performed
first high school course County High School. students were transported  April 7, 1948, with a
was inaugurated in The Average Daily to Capitan, In 1923 Hondo  revival of Mexican folk
Lincoln County in the Attendance (ADA) had Klementary School asked  dances and songs under
town of Carrizozo. increased to 35 by 1924, fpr additional money to the direction of Cirenia
One teacher was when five teachers were ethploy one high school Montes, wife of the
PRTRR § SUZI WOLRK, “employed to do high school employed. The town of teacher for the year 1923-  author of “Dreams Can
7Lt AT work. In 1912, the ' Lincoln established a two- 24, “ .. .thus, began the Become a Reality.”
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Court to decide if trainer can be tried again

MILAN SIMONICH
msimonich@tnmnp.com

SANTA FE — The beat-
ing death of a thorough-
bred colt reached the New
Mexico Supreme Court on
Tuesday, but the legal
twists and turns may not
be over.

Three of the five justices

were publicly skeptical of
horse trainer Greg Collier’s
arguments that he cannot
be tried a third time on a
charge of animal cruelty.
Both of 'his trials in Las
Cruces ended in mistrials.
. Colljer,” 41, contends
that the case against him
should ' be dismissed
because of double jeopardy,
expiration of the statute of
limitations and a violation
of ‘his’ right to a speedy
trial.

Both- a district court
judge and the state Court
of Appeals agreed with him
that the state should be
barred from trying him for
a third time, though their
reasoning differed.

The trial judge said the
statue of limitations had
lapsed, The appeals court
rejected that analysis, but
ruled that a third trial
would constitute double

jeopardy,

None of Collier's legal
arguments, presented to
the Supreme Court by his
attorney, Caren Friedman,
appeared to sway the jus-
tices.

“You really are trying to
turn our jurisprudence sys-
tem on its head,” Justice
Richard Bosson said to
Friedman,

Chief Justice Charles
Daniels said other defen;
dants whose cases ended in
mistrials were tried yet
again. He asked Friedman
why Collier should be treat-
ed to a different standard.
- “Name any case where a
hung jury precludes a retri-
al on a lesser offense,”
Daniels said to her.

She had no answer.

Afterward, Friedmari‘

turned to Collier and said,
“T got beat up in there.” \
For his appearance in

court, Collier wore boots
and a necktie depicting a-

cowboy on a horse. He
declined to ‘comment on
how he thought the heanng
went.

The state’s prosecutlon

of Collier began more than ‘

five years ago.
A grand jury mchcted
him on a fourth-degree

felony, alleging that he
used a whip handle to kill a
thoroughbred  yearling
named Cowhoy on Feb. 13,
2006, near Chaparral.

Cowboy’s owner had
hired Collier to train the
colt as a racehorse.

Prosecutors alleged that
Collier was “humiliated”
over his lack of progress
and struck the horse
repeatedly with the whip
handle. But Collier, at one
of his trials, testified that
he was not violent with the
colt,

Collier first stood trial in

March 2008 on the felony -

charge of extreme cruelty
to animals. Jurors could
not agree on a verdict, and
the judge declared a mistri-
al.

The state retried him in
January 2009, brmg'mg the
same felony count.

But prdsecutors asked
that the jury also be
allowed  to . .consider

~ whether Collier was guilty
 of a lesser charge, one that
. was ‘a misdemeanor. The

defense consented.

Jurors voted 11-1 to con-
vict Collier of the misde-
meanor, With a lone hold-
out juror blocking a unani-
mous verdict, the judge

declared another mistrial.

Because the jury focused
only on the misdemeanor
count, Collier implicitly
was acquitted of the felony.

Prosecutors in Dona
Ana County attempted to
try Collier again in the
summer of 2009 solely on
the misdemeanor. But
District Judge Fernando R.
Macias said the two-year
statute of limitations on
that count had expired.

The case has been on
appeal since.

Joel Jacobsen of the
state attorney general’s
staff represented the gov-
ernment  before  the
Supreme  Court. He
received so few questions
from the justices that he
did use the 30 minutes
allotted to him,

Jacobsen argued that
well-established case law
gives the state the right to
try Collier again.

Bosson seemed to agree.
Bosson also pointed out
that the defense allowed

inclusion of the misde-

meanor charge at the sec-
ond trial, then said the two-
year statute of limitations
had expired when the state
wanted to try collier again
seven months later.

Legislator to lobbyist overnight

MILAN SIMONICH
msimonich@tnmnp,com

SANTA FE An
unpaid state legislator in
New Mexico can turn into a
well-paid lobbyist over-
night.

Kent Cravens was the

latest to make such a move,
resigning from his Senate
seat this fall to become a
lobbyist for the New Mexico
Oil & Gas Association.
Cravens, a Republican
from Albuquerque, broke
no law or rule, but by
immediately becoming a
lobbyist he defied what the

November 8,

‘Oklahoma.

v 21, 2000.

7

Virginia |
Wittkopp

¥  Memorial service for Virginia Louise §
§ “Pie” Wittkopp, 85, of Ruidoso will be
Saturday, November 19,
Harvest Church at 2:00 PM.

Mrs. Wittkopp passed away Tuesday, §
in Ruidoso.
born December 18, 1925 at Shawnee, §
| She moved to Ruidoso §
- in 1979 from Artesia, NM.

a homemaker and attended Graces.

Harvest Church. She married Leland j
- Arthur Wittkopp on December 27, 1946

‘in Artesia and he passed away June

Pie was as loving Wife, Mother, 4
Grandmother and Great-Grandmother. §
She is survived by two daughters, § S
Bethann Preston and her husband Rick § &8
and Trudy Bladow and her husband i
Roger; two sisters, Ann Denton and i
. Teddie Archer; two grandchildren, Drew :
. Moorman and his wife Becky and Leslie
Salas and her husband Aaron; three
great-grandchildren, Tyler Leigh Salas g
Brooklyn Salas and Clayton Salas. |

The family has requested memorials J
your favorite charity.

" Condolences may be sent to the famll ]
at wv%lagronermdoso Caliiamontiy f

top elected official of his
own party considers prop-
er.

. Three weeks after she
took office this year, Gov.
Susana Martinez said: “... I
propose prohibiting mem-
bers of my administration
and the Legislature from
lobbying for two years after
leaving state government.
There must be no question
that public officials are
serving only the interests
of the public, not position-
ing themselves for. a big
payday with a special inter-
est group.”

Martinez’s spokesman,

Louise

1925-2011

in Grace §

She was §

She was §

Scott Darnell, said her
stand had not changed.

“It’s something she will
continue to fight for,”
Darnell said.

The governor would
receive support from cer-
tain Democrats if she
pushed for legislation that
would place restrictions on

lobbying jobs for former
officeholders or govern-
ment employees.

“We need to do it
because of the perception.
The perception of corrup-
tion is what we need to get

rid” said Rep. Antonio [
“Moe” Maestas, D-Albu-

querque.

As for the speedy trial

claim, Jacobsen said Collier
had only presented the
court with contradictions
and attempts at delay.
. “He’s been tried twice.
Now he is fighting tooth
and nail not to be tried a
third time,” Jacobsen said.

Colher, of Lubbock,

Texas, took notes as the

e ‘Ruidoso.

"1'

| Gladys Louise‘

BE  Gladys Louise Nosker passed away @]
#8 November 12,2011 at the age of 95. She was/ |
. born September 8, 1916 to Elzy & Mayme
- Perry in Glencoe, New Mexico. She married
@8 . Buck Nosker in 1935. She worked for the
M@ Glencoe United States Post Office from 1949
B until 1980 as postmaster. She also worked for
* her brother Charles Perry at the Dairy Queen
in Ruidoso; New Mexico. Gladys operated
. her own farm ip Glencoe and assisted in the
phases of operation of the George W. Goe
L' Homestead, which produced fruit and cattle
K since 1884. She was an active member of the .
gt Eastern Star and First Presbyterian Church in 8

e Gladys was preceded in death by her
88 parents; brother's George, Lloyd, Elzy Jr. .
S & Jimmy; and:her daughter Joanell. She is 2§
¥ survived by her brothers and sisters Nina, &
& Ruth, Leroy, Don, Jane & Charles; her sons 8§
B Lowell & Brian (Jeanette); grandchildren Doyle $8
@ (Donna) Bayer, Douglas (Cheri) Bayer, Scott §#
B (Britiney) Nosker, and Lois Nosker; as well as @&
multlpie great—grandchlldren .

There was a private family burnal servuce j'; ;
,on Tuesday, November 15, 2011 and a.$&
_monal serwce was held in July. =

justices grilled his attor-
ney. Now he must wait for
the Supreme Court to rule
whether he is a free man or.
if the state can try him
again.

Santa Fe Bureau Chief
Milan Simonich can be
reached at 505-820-6898!
His blog is at nmcapitolre-
port.com.

Nosker

1916 - 2011

.
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Ruidoso blotter

scecevsessENRL LS. e0000%0000an .

Oct. 30

11:10 am. — Cpl. Steve
Corbin responded to the
100 block of Ponderosa
Drive for a report of a
breaking and entering.

The homeowner re-
ported someone had en-
tered his residence without
permission. He furned sev-
eral items over to Corbin
that he said did not belong
to him.

Corbin investigated and
cited Anissa Prieto, 15, and
Israel Davis, 15, to Juvenile
Probation for breaking and
entering. The two teen re-
portedly used a spare key to

ver 370 yea

®

Rena Mlodecki
General Manager
36 Years

- “You're as good asyour
lastpaper...”

enter the residence fo
watch a movie,

Nov. 10

8:14 a.m. — Officer Josh
Snodgrass responded to the
100 block of West Santa
Rosa Drive for a possible
breaking and entering re-
port.

A caretaker reported
checking on the home and
finding an interior double
door broken and a rear bed-
voom window  screen
pushed in. Snodgrass re-
ports the bed in the master
bedroom appeared to have
been slept in.

Nov. 11

8:54 am. — Officer Jon
Lund responded to Ruidoso
High School for a report of
a student in possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Lund cited Erika Hose-
tosavit, 17, of Mescalero, to
Juvenile Probation for pos-
session of drug parapherna-

Lund reported school of-
ficials had reportedly found
Hosetosavit in possession of
a piece of notebook paper
folded up with an unidenti-
fied white powder inside
and a plastic bag with a
lighter and rubber tube in-
side.

Lund reports the powder
tested negative for cocaine.

Hosetosavit reportedly said
it was “Tylenol and Smar-
ties.”

10:40 p.m. — Sgt. Aaron
Frost reported seeing a ve-
hicle turn left from Carrizo
Canyon onto Sudderth, ano
left-turn intersection.

Frost reported stopping

the vehicle and arresting
driver Eduardo Flores, Jr.,
30, of Dona Ana, N.M. for
driving on a revoked li-
cense.
Frost reported Flores’ li-
cense was clearly marked
for an ignition interlock de-
vice, which the vehicle did
not have, and he smelled al-
cohol on Flores' breath.

Frost reports Flores
tested .06 on a hreathalyzer
test.

Flores posted an $1,100
surety bond through
Amador Bonding and was
released,

Nov. 12

9:50 p.m. — Officer Tyrel
Tyson responded to the 100
block of Chiracahua Lane
for a report of trouble with
subjects.

Tyson reports Nathaniel
Tejeda, 23, smelled of alco-
hol and the two sisters Te-
jada shared the home with
said he was being belliger-
ent and arguing with them,
Tyson reported convincing
Tejada to go to bed and
leave the women alone.

At 10:20 Tyson re-

sponded to the home again,
This time he arrested Te-
jada for assault on a house-
hold member.

Tyson reported Tejada
tested .26 blood aleohol con-
tent on the breathalyzer.

Ruidoso Downs blotter

Y R P Y R Y R YY)

Nov, 7

Officer Martin Valen-
zuela resgponded to the 100
block of Oliver Drive for a.
report of a larceny. -

The victim reported
gomeone had taken a pair of
binoculars, cash and a DVD
player from his truck

Sce BRIEFS, page 7B
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Trina Thomas

3years
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P ng Askance pivibi monos, ey SOt ForVamanas, “Healhybind, Healty Body”
42 umnist MRS 2SNEWSPAPET COUMAE & months writing for newspaper and 20
years “Working fora free and years in Alternative Medicine,
healthy world.”

ﬂ ruidosonews.com

“Just for the Health of It

Print and Multi-media Specialist

Doug MclLeod
Editorial Cartoonist
Byears

<..we're the bestwhen packaging

effective online and print...

Terrance Vestal
Editor
17 years

“it'snotagoal,itsa
deadlinel”

®

Erik Bearer * °

Lincoln County
News Reporter
8 months

%..somebody get ree
re-write]”

Drew Gomber
Vamonos *
PastTense
Columnist
6years

“In many ways the Wild
Westwas wilder than
you thinki”

oper That

Lucina Sarber
Editor of Vamonos
13 years broadcast
and print news

“Lifeis acanvas and
words are my brush.”
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Beth Barrett Dina Garner Barbara Westbroo
Print and Multi-Media Print and Multl-Media Vamonos

Specialist Specialist Creatlve Living
6years 6 months Columnlist

L)
“Southwest Livirg is the
only real estate magazine
with In home delivery”
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“Our ‘Billy the Kid’ Summier
Visitors Guide was a
huge success!”
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parkéd in the driveway.
The vehicle was report-
edly not locked.
+ ' -

Nov. 9

5:11 p.m. — Officer Dar-
rell Chavez arrested Erick
Thompson, 29, on a war-
rant from Chaves County
Magistrate court for failure
to pay fines.

Thompson had came to
the Ruidoso Downs Police
Department to get finger-
prints.

Nov. 11

1:10 p.m. — Officer Max-

tin Valenzuela responded to
the 300 block of Reservoir
f(l)r areport of a found vehi-
cle.

The reporting person re-
ported finding the chain to
Turkey Canyon from Hill

Drive was laying on the’

ground. He reported to
Valenzuela that he entered
the property and found a
vehicle parked there. :
Valenzuela followed him
to the property and found a
Jdeep Liberty reported
stolen from Alamogordo.

Nov. 12

2:13 am. - Officer
Joseph Bailey responded to
the 100 block of Park Lane
for a report of a domestic
disturbance.

Bailey reports observing

red marks on the victim’s
chest consistent with her
story of being pushed into a
fence. .

Bailey arrested Manuel
Corona, 41, on-a charge of
domestic violence against a
household member.

Corona reportedly be-
came upset when his wife
walked outside a Ruidoso
nightclub and talked to a
man she used to work with.
Corona reportedly became
abusive to the man then
turned his aggression on his
wife after the man left. -

6:30 a.m. — Officer Mar-
tin Valenzuela stopped a
vehicle for speeding on U.S.
70 and arrested the driver,
Fredrico Cabazos, 27, of
Mesquite, N.M., for driving
on a revoked license.

Valenzuela issued a
written warning for the

speeding infraction.

6:55 p.m, — Officer Car-
olee Sandoval, New Mexico
State Police Officer E. Mar-
rujo, Lincoln County
Deputy Sheriff Neil Cox,
Ruidoso Police Officers Till-
man Freeman and Lance
Ledford responded to Inspi-
ration Heights to multiple
calls of a female screaming
for help inside an apart-
ment.

Sandoval reported arriv-
ing at the apartment and
observing a ferale in one of
the bedrooms with bloed on
her face and a bloody nose.
Sandoval reported that
while she tried to find out
what happened to this fe-
male, Kathryn Cojo, 27,
kept interrupting and
yelling at the woman. The
woman reportedly told San-
doval Cojo had hit and

kicked her in the face. Cojo
was reportedly upset about
the woman bringing her
boyfriend into the apart-
ment. :

Sandoval arrested Cojo
for battery.

Ruidoso Downs firefight-
ers Kenny Ellard and H.
Keck arrived on the scene.

Sandoval found four chil-
dren in the apartment, aged
two months to five years
old. The children’s father,
Christopher Kazhe, 32, of
Mescalero, was in the
apartment. Sandoval re-
ported Kazhe was on proba-
tion,

Sandoval called Assist-
ant District Attorney K.
Wills, who approved charg-
ing Cojo, Kazhe and Elaine
Blake, 28, with four counts
each of child endanger-
ment.

Sandoval reports Kahze,
who had been docile, be-
came very agitated when
told he was being charged
with child endangerment.
He reportedly stood up and
squared off toward San-
doval. Sandoval reports she
approached Kahze, took
hold of his collar and sat
him back in the chair.

While Sandoval dealt
with Cojo and Kahze, Blake
went into a bedroom with
the children and escaped
through a window.

Sandoval reports
Mescalero law enforcement
arrested Blake later on that
day, but did not transfer
her to Ruidoso Downs Po-
lice. ' '

Sandoval also reported
the incident to Children,
Youth and Families Divi-
sion.
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J.D. Droddy Yvonne Lanelli Del Larson Harold Oakes Chris Gonzales Jim Kalvelage
Lincoln County Vamonos ° Vamonos “Follow Me” Columnist Production Manager News Reporter Circulation Manager News Reporter
Columnist Alamo Living 30 years writing travel columns 6 years 5 years 7 years 22 years
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ticket...
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Blotter.
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Fresh and Hot
News twice a week...”

Someone said, “Life is a book' and those
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after his capture at Stinking Springs.
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Veterans Day in White Oaks ———————————

E£d McWilliams, Claude Hobbs, AnnElla Hatter and Grady Stewart prepare to
flags at the White Oaks Veterans Memorial Nov. 11, o :
w A

Wy
lI-_'

Whlte Oaks fes1dent Bob Cranston looks at the names on the White Oaks Memorial Marker before th
. Day ceremony.

%
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%ndy Grooms serves up Tibs to No Scum ATlowed Saloon new owner Marlon Coffman
,’é‘efore the Veterans Day {unch Nov. 11 in White Oaks. : .

1
¥
1

i

LA ‘L' . - W .. i ‘ e RN RS
Vietnam veteran Ed McWilliams, U.S. Army 1970-1973, give the opening remarks during the Veterans-
Day ceremony at the Veterans Memorial in White Oaks.

e ey e o e oty e i - et et
e

ﬁhrrent' No Scum Allowed Saloon owner Tony Marsh has lunch with future owner Teresa Coffman.
i@resa and fiusband, Marlon, are-in the process of buying the White Oaks establishment.
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White Dakes pastor Bob Reynierson served in the U.S. Alr Force during the Korean Confiict, 1951to  Air Force Korean Conftict veteran Bill Parrish fills his plate at the No Scum Allowed Saloon in White
1954, Oaks Friday, Nov. 11, during the annual Veterans Day Free Lunch. Parrish served from 1951-58. : l
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Haley Pino, Isf, and Carina DeYoung learn how to be guitar heroes
from Gregory Hein, who was out promoting the Navy with his cus-
tom-built entertainment van.

<
i

 From left, Alexander Duus rolled by with his moiher, Kriste
Coley Dalton, visiting from Fort Bliss.

o

n, and

5

Finauans

-

Lorelei Kingsmore, lef, helbé Julianne Eébinozé down the inflat-
able stide at the chilren's area of the Veterans Day celebration.

Jarry Welch of Madison, Wis., stroled around the Sreet Fair wi
his portable jacket-warmer.

¥ ‘ y
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president, stood on the
rim of the Grand Canyon
and declared, in his char-
acteristically authorita-
tive way, “Leave it as it is.
The ages have been at
work on it and man can
only mar it.” '

As a veteran, it is
hardly surprising to me -
that this phrase was
uttered by a man who
had previously served his
country in uniform.

Teddy Roosevelt’s
exploits as the leader of
the “Rough Riders” dur-
ing the Spanish-
American War, particu-
larly his leading of two
charges up San Juan
Hill, are things of near
legend. While my service
in Iraq can hardly com-
pare with that of Teddy
and the Rough Riders,
my love and appreciation
for the wild places of the
West very much grew out
of my own time in uni-
form.

In April 2003, my unit,
the 4th Engineer
Battalion based in Fort
Carson, Colo., crossed
into Iraq from our base in
Kuwait. Unlike the
Rough Riders in Cuba,
there would be no climac-
tic charge against a dug-
in enemy in Irag,

Instead, as is typical in
anti-insurgency cam-
paigns, there was one
long fight that played
itself out in short bursts
of fleeting action, juxta-
posed with long, mind-
numbing, nearly soul-
crushing periods of the
most utter and complete
boredom imaginable.

Dreams of the West

As the days turned
into weeks and the weeks
turned into months,
thoughts of what I would
do when I got home
became an escape that
kept my spirits up and
helped me focus on get-
ting through the seeming-
ly endless deployment.

More times than not,
those daydreams cen-
tered on fly fishing, hunt-
ing, camping, backpack-
ing, and hiking in the
forests, mesas, and moun-
tains near my home in
Colorado Springs.

Asg an officer in a
mechanized combat engi-
neer unit, I was sur-
rounded all day, every
day, by sounds of explod-
ing munitions and the
clanking of heavy
machinery,

The very thought of
standing in a quiet, bab-
bling mountain stream,
casting a dryfly to a ris-
ing trout, or taking a
stroll along a rocky ridge
with vistas of a sea of
sagebrush below brought
me a much-needed peace
and calm and helped me

OTERO MESA CONSERVATION

Red paintbrush flowers Otero Mesa with Alamo Mountain in the background.

.
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HEATH NERO
IRAQ VETERAN

escape, however briefly,
from the crazy reglity of

the world around me.

It turned out that I
was hardly alone in these
daydreams.

As the deployment
dragged on, my fellow
officers and I planned
dozens of hikes and back-
packing trips that we
would end up taking
upon our return to
Colorado Springs.

‘Public land’

Early in my life, I only
very vaguely understood
the concept of “public
land.” Growing up in
Wisconsin, my family
routinely piled into an old
brown Chevy van and
drove west to visit iconic
national parks and monu-
ments with names like
Yellowstone, Glacier,
Zion, Bandelier, and the
like. .

That my fellow citizens
and I owned these public
lands and-had a stake in
how they were managed
never really occurred to
me. I was just grateful
that somebody had decid-
ed to protect these pris-
tine areas where my fam-
ily could go hiking or cast
for-trout in high alpine
lakes,

My service in Iraq
changed my perspective
on the world in profound
ways, not the least of
which was to make me

COURTESY KARI POST

Otero Mesa's endangered Aplamado falcon is home on the

Otero Mesa,

realize how much I cher-
ished the large, open
spaces of the West.

After I returned home
from the war and my
time in the army drew fo
a close, I realized that I
wanted to live the rest of
my life in the West where
I would always have
ready access to public
lands for hunting, fish-
ing, and other outdoor
pursuits. In short, I
wanted the experiences
from my childhood trips
with my family and the
few years that I spent in
Colorado before the war
to become my permanent
reality,

‘Blessed people’

Americans are truly a
blessed people, but we
Westerners are perhaps
just a little bit more
blessed than the average
American. We enjoy
ready access to the vast
majority of the public
land in the United States
based solely on our prox-
imity to it. But with that
proximity comes a great
responsibility to ensure
that these lands are

" properly cared for and

protected.

The public lands will
continue to provide
resources including oil
and gas, forage for live-
stock grazing, rare earth

minerals, timber, and the
like. These extractive
uses can serve as impor-
tant economic drivers for
rural communities and
the truth of the matter

is, despite bogus claims

to the contrary, the vast
majority of our public
land is, and always will
remain, open to all of
these uses.

But there are some
places on the public
estate that should be left
to be shaped by the
processes of the natural
world instead of the
machinery of man. One
such area is Otero Mesa,
a 1.2 million-acre
expanse of native
Chihuahuan grassland in
southern New Mexico.

We are not so poor a
nation that we cannot
afford to set aside a few
places like Otero Mesa
and protect them in per-
petuity by limiting some
of the most permanently
destructive uses of the
land. ‘

When President
Roosevelt stared across
the great void of the ,
Grand Canyon in 1903, ]
cannot help but think
that his time in uniform
informed his declaration
that man ¢ould only mar
its grandeur.

My fellow veterans
and I have seen firsthand
the complete and total

Public lands protection: One veteran’s perspective

n May 6, 1903,
Teddy Roosev: |
elt, our 26th

COURTESY COALITION

Teddy Roosevelt with gun.

destruction we humans
are capable of. A

desire to see perma-
nent protection for some
of our public lands where
one can enjoy peace, soli-
tude, and quiet (and
maybe a battle with a
trout or two) seems to me
to be a natural out-
growth of the war experi-
ence.

Every year on Nov.11,
we take time out of our
busy schedules to recog-
nize the sacrifices made
by Americans in uniform.,
While this yearly recog-
nition is much appreciat-
ed, I can think of no
greater show of gratitude
than to ensure that our
returning men and

women have access to
protected public lands
where they can seek the
quiet, peace, and solitude
they longed for during
their service overseas.

Heath Nero is a gradu-
ate of West Point, holds a
graduate degree in envi-
ronmental policy from the
University of Michigan,
and lives in Durango,
Colo., where he enjoys
hunting, fishing, back-
packing and myriad
other quiet uses of our
public lands.

For more information
on Otero Mesa or if you
would like to become an
active in protecting it,
visit www.oteromesa,org.
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WGLEANING. SERVICES

LANDSCAPING

STAGNER

LANSDEARE 29
Office: 536—2321
Cell: 937-0106

www.stagnerlandscape.com

4 °Tree Thmmng + Needle Removal
B © Firewood * Drainage Solutions
o Maintenance ¢ Gravel Driveways

s Landscaping * Tree Removal

* Bobcat & Dump Truck Work

,,,,,,,

'BUILDING SERVICES .

— -
El Molino

Rough Sawm Sawmill  Beautiful Rustic | |
i i Fireplace Mantels | &
Beams & Posts H.Ihgator Juniper
- Siding & Decking Black Walnut
Vigas, Latillas, Corbels ‘Parple Heart Cedar
& Fuzniture Lumber Mesquite, Pecan

Cottonwood & Pine

Located at 243 State Rd.220 (Rirport ll;i.) in Alto 1.4 miles on LT.Phone #'s 3361237 oy 308-0860

Lincoln County’.s Premier Construction
'973-0286 » 808-0676 » FREE ESTIMATES
" Serving Lincoln County for 16 years

Pnovwma ALL OF YOUR LAN
'HANDYMAN SERV

IN ON fpﬂauacmr

Residential ¢ Cabms Nightly Rental » Vacation Hontes

" Weelly, B-weekly, Monthly

HoMe SEcURITY

(578) 258-4907

Lle. #350350, 455 456P

Free Estimates HONEST
“Reasonable Rates RELIABLE DEPENDABLE
§75-336-2240 -~ K=
Let’s - us - do - your - cleaning!! “ —

Flrat Alurm & §.chrlty, Inc.

: "Box 942~ Ruldoso, New Mexico. 83355

Best §
a.‘ .
Sw(ce

i
t aﬁfd ﬁ%“m

-} PET GREWATION

 Foreper

LRomemberod
DPet Cremations L.L.G.

575-653-4249

T "“m;laln Gold

fruct j’nn )

ASPHALT MAINTENANCE

(Buclrel il msealerngt | & 80

ER) |, foilse ata Sles
' Hot Ruliber o Tratfic Paint e Slgnage ¢ X

Kighway Safety Suppiles » Stencils
Do it Yourself Or Let Us Do If For You!

v zmws va i nldosu n
575-037-0785 ¢ 575-037-0446
Pauing » Seal Coating  Sitiping

"CONSTRUGTION:.

- PROFESSIONAL QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

DESIGN/ MANAGEMENT] CONSTRUCTION New Canstrution, emodeling and s
J /ﬁ\l’ MASTERBUIIDERS LLC. Roofing, siding, replacement Windows, and concrefe work
\. (no job to big or to small)

LIC# 360479 Bonded & insured (local references) Member of the Befter Business Bureau

" 14, wrought ,
remmmg wulls, concrefe_ y ork

Aureliano Montelongo
£.0, Box 1043 Ruidoso
Downs, NM 88346

575-937-8593

- High Traff ic Floors - Burnishing
» Sirin - Seal - Wax - Burnish
+ Windows + Carpet Shampoo
* Housa cleaning & cabin » Free blds

“HOME & DECK
INSPECTIONS

Detailed inspections with report/pictures.

WWw, qualtechlnspectlonsnow com

Certified. 575 921-5148

i
Mo| Sprmgs Jacuxxi PMh\ium
Nordic Spas + And many more

Areas largest selaction « 22 modals to choase from
s « Chémicals,

Pumps, Filters & Covors

We service what we saell. .
Honest & Reduable Service for over 18 Fears

700 A E. FIRST STREET ALAMOGONRDO
575:430-8440 ¢ 1-000-779.2739

MON-SAT 10am- Gpiwy
www.a}lmuogoy,ni)pnnls-.com

SUN Noon-4pm

| [EELTEET joff A, Morgan

Wukl‘y
Rentals $55
H:{tt Shre

Resxdental and Commerclal 575-258-4437 office 575« 837-5832 eell | ’:

Senior Discoumnts
FI’BB Estimates

CONSTRUCTION

Lic. # 87640 - Bonded

+ Metal Roofs « Additions ¢ Decks, Remodeling
+ New Homes ¢ Custom Homes built for $79 sg. ft.

X ROOFING
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For all your home majntenance
~an repcur needs

575-3784484  575-937-9199 <
References Available N

Yard Maintenance for Wild Fire Prevention
Tree Thinning « Needle Removal - Structure and
Lot Assessments for Home Protection -

Compelitive rates, swit fusls mitigation with experenced
Wild Land and Wild Land Urban Interfacs Firefighter

Call (575) 406-6639 or {575) 937-9668

S ST78-1938
30 ce. " 3 |
morg!:;ﬁgé%ear],aegb.com ‘ l;n;::r;l;;«z::eﬁgﬂa '
257-4272 or 9377774 " Insurance Work
| | The Finnish Hangythan PROTECT YOUR HOME!




